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APPROXIMATE DATE OF COMMENCEMENT OF THE PROPOSED SALE TO THE PUBLIC: At the effective time of the merger of
Oxford Health Plans, Inc. with and into a direct wholly owned subsidiary of the Registrant, which shall occur as soon as practicable after the
effective date of this registration statement and the satisfaction or waiver of all conditions to closing of such merger.

If the only securities being registered on this form are being offered in connection with the formation of a holding company and there is
compliance with General Instruction G, check the following box. ~

If this form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box and
list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. -

If this form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(d) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities
Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering.

The Registrant hereby amends this registration statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its effective date until the Registrant
shall file a further amendment that specifically states that this registration statement shall thereafter become effective in accordance with Section
8(a) of the Securities Act or until this registration statement shall become effective on such date as the Securities and Exchange Commission,
acting pursuant to such Section 8(a), may determine.
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The information in this proxy statement/prospectus is not complete and may be changed. UnitedHealth Group may not sell these
securities until the registration statement filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission is effective. This proxy
statement/prospectus is not an offer to sell these securities and it is not an offer to buy these securities in any state where the offer or sale
is not permitted.

Subject to completion dated June 10, 2004

Dear Oxford Stockholders:

You are cordially invited to attend a special meeting of stockholders of Oxford Health Plans, Inc., referred to as Oxford, which will be held on
Wednesday, July 7, 2004 beginning at 10:00 a.m. local time at the Trumbull Marriott, 180 Hawley Lane, Trumbull, CT 06611. At the special
meeting, Oxford s stockholders will be asked to adopt the merger agreement that Oxford has entered into with UnitedHealth Group Incorporated
and Ruby Acquisition LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group, pursuant to which the business of Oxford will be continued by a
wholly owned subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group.

As a result of the merger, Oxford will become part of a combined company that is a national leader in forming and operating markets for the
delivery of health and well-being services. Following the merger, Oxford stockholders are expected to own in the aggregate approximately 8%

of the combined company. By becoming part of a much larger health and well-being company, Oxford s ability to market its services and expand
its business is expected to be greatly enhanced. Upon completion of the merger, it is anticipated that Oxford s operations will be integrated with
those of UnitedHealth Group s Health Care Services unit and that Oxford will continue to operate from our offices in Connecticut.

In the merger, each share of your Oxford common stock will be exchanged for 0.6357 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock and $16.17
in cash, referred to as the merger consideration. UnitedHealth Group common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange, Inc., referred to
as the New York Stock Exchange, under the symbol UNH and Oxford common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the
symbol OHP. The last reported sale price of UnitedHealth Group common stock on the New York Stock Exchange was $§  per share on June
10, 2004. The value of the merger consideration to be received by Oxford stockholders will fluctuate with changes in the price of
UnitedHealth Group s common stock if the price of UnitedHealth Group s common stock decreases, the value of the merger
consideration decreases. There can be no assurance as to the market price of UnitedHealth Group common stock at any time prior to
the completion of the merger or at any time thereafter. Stockholders are urged to obtain current market quotations for UnitedHealth Group
common stock and Oxford common stock.

Our board of directors has reviewed and considered the terms of the merger and the merger agreement and has unanimously
determined that the proposed merger is advisable, fair to and in the best interests of, Oxford and its stockholders and unanimously
recommends that you vote FOR the adoption of the merger agreement, which is described in detail in the accompanying proxy
statement/prospectus.

Only stockholders who hold shares of Oxford common stock at the close of business on June 11, 2004 will be entitled to vote at the special
meeting. If the merger agreement is adopted by the Oxford stockholders, the
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parties intend to close the merger as soon as possible after the special meeting and after all of the conditions to closing the merger are satisfied or
waived, if permissible.

The proxy statement/prospectus provides you with detailed information concerning UnitedHealth Group, Oxford and the merger. Please give all
of the information contained in the proxy statement/prospectus your careful attention. In particular, you should carefully consider the
discussion in the section entitled _Risk Factors beginning on page 26 of this proxy statement/prospectus.

YOUR VOTE IS VERY IMPORTANT. Oxford cannot complete the proposed merger unless the merger agreement is adopted by the
affirmative vote of holders of a majority of the shares of Oxford common stock outstanding on the close of business on June 11, 2004. Whether
or not you plan to attend the special meeting, please complete, sign, date and promptly return the accompanying proxy in the enclosed postage
paid envelope. You may also vote your shares by telephone, using a toll-free number, or by accessing the Internet. Your proxy card contains
instructions for using these convenient services. Returning the proxy does not deprive you of your right to attend our special meeting. If you
decide to attend our special meeting and wish to change your proxy vote, you may do so by voting in person at the meeting. Please note,
however, that if your shares are held of record by a broker, bank or other nominee and you wish to vote in person at the special meeting, you
must obtain from the record holder a proxy issued in your name.

TO ADOPT THE MERGER AGREEMENT, YOU MUST VOTE FOR THE PROPOSAL BY FOLLOWING THE INSTRUCTIONS
STATED ON THE ENCLOSED PROXY CARD. IF YOU DO NOT VOTE AT ALL, YOU WILL, IN EFFECT, HAVE VOTED
AGAINST THE PROPOSAL.

If the merger is completed, you will be sent written instructions for exchanging your certificates of Oxford common stock for UnitedHealth
Group common stock and the cash payment. Please do not send in your certificates until you have received these instructions.

On behalf of the Oxford board of directors, I thank you for your support and urge you to VOTE FOR ADOPTION of the merger agreement.

Sincerely,

Charles G. Berg

President and Chief Executive Officer

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of the shares of
UnitedHealth Group common stock to be issued in the merger, or determined if the proxy statement/prospectus is accurate or adequate.
Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this proxy statement/prospectus is June 14, 2004.
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This proxy statement/prospectus and the form of proxy are first being mailed to the stockholders of Oxford on or about June 16, 2004.
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OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC.
48 Monroe Turnpike

Trumbull, Connecticut 06611

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS

TO BE HELD ON JULY 7, 2004

To Oxford Stockholders:

Notice is Hereby Given, that we will hold a special meeting of stockholders of Oxford Health Plans, Inc., a Delaware corporation, which is
referred to as Oxford, at 10:00 a.m., local time, on Wednesday, July 7, 2004 at the Trumbull Marriott, 180 Hawley Lane, Trumbull, CT 06611
for the following purposes:

1. To consider and vote on a proposal to adopt the Agreement and Plan of Merger by and among UnitedHealth Group Incorporated, Ruby
Acquisition LLC, and Oxford, dated April 26, 2004, which is referred to as the merger agreement in the enclosed documents, pursuant to which
Oxford will merge with and into Ruby Acquisition LLC, and Oxford will become a wholly owned subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group, such
transaction being referred to as the merger. Each outstanding share of Oxford common stock will be converted into the right to receive 0.6357
shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock and $16.17 in cash.

2. To consider and vote on a proposal to authorize the proxyholders to vote to adjourn or postpone the special meeting, in their sole discretion,
for the purpose of soliciting additional votes for the adoption of the merger agreement.

3. To transact such other business as may properly come before the special meeting.

We describe the merger and the merger agreement more fully in the proxy statement/prospectus attached to and forming part of this notice. You
are encouraged to read the entire document carefully. As of the date of this notice, Oxford s board of directors knows of no other business to be
conducted at the special meeting.

Only stockholders of record of Oxford common stock at the close of business on June 11, 2004 are entitled to notice of, and will be entitled to
vote at, the special meeting or any adjournment or postponement thereof. Adoption of the merger agreement will require the affirmative vote of
Oxford stockholders representing a majority of the outstanding shares of Oxford common stock entitled to vote at the special meeting.
Authorizing the proxyholders to vote to adjourn or postpone the special meeting for the purpose of soliciting additional votes for the adoption of
the merger agreement will require the affirmative vote of Oxford stockholders representing a majority of the shares of Oxford common stock
present and entitled to vote at the special meeting.
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Oxford stockholders have the right to dissent from the merger and obtain payment in cash of the fair value of their shares of common stock
under applicable provisions of Delaware law. In order to perfect dissenters rights, stockholders must give written demand for appraisal of their
shares before the taking of the vote on the merger at the special meeting and must not vote in favor of the merger. A copy of the applicable
Delaware statutory provision is included as Annex C to the attached proxy statement/prospectus and a summary of this provision can be found
under Appraisal Rights for Oxford Stockholders beginning on page 87 of the attached proxy statement/prospectus.

Your vote is important. To ensure that your shares are represented at the special meeting, you are urged to complete, date and sign the
enclosed proxy and mail it promptly in the postage-paid envelope provided, whether or not you plan to attend the special meeting in
person. You may also vote your shares by telephone, using a toll-free number, or the Internet. Your proxy card contains instructions for
using these convenient services.

You may revoke your proxy in the manner described in the accompanying proxy statement/prospectus at any time before it has been voted at the
special meeting. If you attend the special meeting you may vote in person
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even if you returned a proxy. Please note, however, that if your shares are held of record by a broker, bank or other nominee and you wish to
vote in person at the special meeting, you must obtain from the record holder a proxy issued in your name.

Please do not send your stock certificates at this time. If the merger is completed, you will be sent instructions regarding the surrender of your
stock certificates.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Daniel N. Gregoire

Secretary

Trumbull, CT

June 14, 2004
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Proxy Statement of Oxford Health Plans, Inc.

Prospectus of UnitedHealth Group Incorporated

This proxy statement/prospectus is being furnished to stockholders of Oxford Health Plans, Inc., a Delaware corporation, referred to as Oxford,
in connection with the solicitation of proxies by the board of directors of Oxford for use at the special meeting of stockholders of Oxford to be
held on Wednesday, July 7, 2004 at 10:00 a.m., local time, at the Trumbull Marriott, 180 Hawley Lane, Trumbull, CT 06611. At the special
meeting, holders of Oxford common stock, $0.01 par value, are being asked to consider and vote upon a proposal to adopt the Agreement and
Plan of Merger, referred to as the merger agreement, dated as of April 26, 2004, by and among Oxford, UnitedHealth Group Incorporated, a
Minnesota corporation, referred to as UnitedHealth Group, and Ruby Acquisition LLC, a limited liability company organized under the laws of
the State of Delaware and a wholly owned subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group, referred to as Ruby Acquisition, providing for, among other
things, the merger of Oxford with and into Ruby Acquisition, referred to as the merger. A copy of the merger agreement is attached hereto as
Annex A and made part of this proxy statement/prospectus. At the special meeting, Oxford stockholders also are being asked to consider and
vote upon a proposal to authorize the proxyholders to vote to adjourn or postpone the special meeting, in their sole discretion, for the purpose of
soliciting additional votes for the adoption of the merger agreement.

At the effective time of the merger, Oxford will merge with and into Ruby Acquisition. Each outstanding share of Oxford common stock will be
converted into the right to receive 0.6357 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock and $16.17 in cash. For additional information regarding
the terms of the merger, see the merger agreement attached as Annex A to this proxy statement/prospectus and the discussion under the caption

The Merger herein. Completion of the merger is conditioned upon, among other things, adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford s
stockholders and receipt of all required regulatory approvals.

UnitedHealth Group common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange, Inc., referred to as the New York Stock Exchange, under the
symbol UNH and Oxford common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol OHP. The last reported sale price of
UnitedHealth Group common stock on the New York Stock Exchange was $ per share on June 10, 2004. There can be no assurance as to
the market price of UnitedHealth Group common stock at any time prior to the effective time of the merger or at any time thereafter.
Stockholders are urged to obtain current market quotations for UnitedHealth Group common stock and Oxford common stock.

Oxford stockholders are strongly urged to read and consider carefully this proxy statement/prospectus in its entirety, particularly the
matters referred to under _Risk Factors starting on page 26.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of the shares of
UnitedHealth Group common stock to be issued in the merger, or determined if the proxy statement/prospectus is accurate or adequate.
Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this proxy statement/prospectus is June 14, 2004.

This proxy statement/prospectus and the form of proxy are first being mailed to the stockholders of Oxford on or about June 16, 2004.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE MERGER

Q. WHY ARE WE PROPOSING TO MERGE?

A: As aresult of the merger, Oxford will become part of a combined company that is a national leader in forming and operating markets for
the delivery of health and well-being services. By becoming part of a much larger health and well-being company, Oxford s ability to market its
services, expand its business and serve its members is expected to be greatly enhanced. Upon completion of the merger, it is anticipated that
Oxford s operations will be integrated with those of UnitedHealth Group s Health Care Services unit.

Q: WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN THE MERGER?

A: In the merger, Oxford will merge with and into Ruby Acquisition, which is a wholly owned subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group, with Ruby
Acquisition continuing after the merger as the surviving entity and a wholly owned subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group.

Q: AS AN OXFORD STOCKHOLDER, WHAT WILL I RECEIVE IN THE MERGER?

A: If the merger is completed, for each share of Oxford common stock you own, you will receive 0.6357 shares of UnitedHealth Group
common stock and $16.17 in cash, referred to, collectively, as the merger consideration. UnitedHealth Group will not issue fractional shares of
common stock. Instead, in lieu of any fractional share that you would otherwise receive, you will receive cash based on the closing market price
of UnitedHealth Group common stock as of the effective date of the merger or, if such date is not a trading day, the last trading day prior to the
effective date of the merger. As of April 23, 2004, the trading day immediately preceding the public announcement date of the proposed
transaction, the implied value of the merger consideration was $58.09 per share of Oxford common stock. Immediately following the merger,
Oxford stockholders are expected to own in the aggregate approximately 8% of the outstanding shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock.

Q: WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPAL RISKS RELATING TO THE MERGER?

A: The anticipated benefits of combining UnitedHealth Group and Oxford may not be realized. UnitedHealth Group may have difficulty
integrating Oxford and may incur substantial costs in connection with the integration. The merger may result in a loss of customers and partners.
UnitedHealth Group and Oxford must obtain several governmental consents to complete the merger, which, if delayed, not granted or granted

with unacceptable conditions, may jeopardize or postpone the merger, result in additional expense or reduce the anticipated benefits of the
transaction. These and other risks are explained under the caption Risk Factors Risks Associated with the Merger beginning on page 26 of this
proxy statement/prospectus.

Q. CAN THE VALUE OF THE TRANSACTION CHANGE BETWEEN NOW AND THE TIME THE MERGER IS COMPLETED?
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A: Yes. The value of the portion of the merger consideration composed of UnitedHealth Group common stock can change. The 0.6357
exchange ratio is a fixed exchange ratio, meaning that you will receive 0.6357 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock for each share of
Oxford common stock you own plus $16.17 in cash regardless of the trading price of UnitedHealth Group common stock on the effective date of
the merger. The market value of the UnitedHealth Group common stock you may receive in the merger, will increase or decrease as the trading
price of UnitedHealth Group s common stock increases or decreases and, therefore, may be different at the time the merger is completed than it
was at the time the merger agreement was signed and at the time of Oxford s special meeting. There can be no assurance as to the market price of
UnitedHealth Group common stock at any time prior to the completion of the merger or at any time thereafter. Stockholders are urged to obtain
current market quotations for UnitedHealth Group common stock and Oxford common stock.
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Q: AS A HOLDER OF OPTIONS TO PURCHASE OXFORD COMMON STOCK, OXFORD RESTRICTED STOCK UNITS OR
OXFORD DEFERRED STOCK UNITS, WHAT WILL I RECEIVE IN THE MERGER?

A: Each option to purchase Oxford common stock and each right to receive or acquire Oxford common stock relating to an Oxford restricted
stock unit or deferred stock unit, if any, will be assumed by UnitedHealth Group, subject generally to the same terms and conditions as
previously applicable thereto, and each option, restricted stock unit or deferred stock unit, if any, will be converted automatically into options to
purchase or rights to acquire or receive shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock, as the case may be, pursuant to a formula more fully
described in the merger agreement. In addition, certain stock options and restricted stock units will become fully vested and immediately
exercisable or payable, as applicable, upon either the adoption by Oxford s stockholders of the merger agreement or the completion of the
merger.

Q: WHEN AND WHERE WILL THE SPECIAL MEETING TAKE PLACE?

A: The special meeting is scheduled to take place at 10:00 a.m., local time, on Wednesday, July 7, 2004, at the Trumbull Marriott, 180 Hawley
Lane, Trumbull, CT 06611.

Q: WHO IS ENTITLED TO VOTE AT THE SPECIAL MEETING?

A: Holders of record of Oxford common stock as of the close of business on June 11, 2004, referred to as the record date, are entitled to vote at
the special meeting. Each stockholder has one vote for each share of Oxford common stock that the stockholder owns on the record date.

Q: WHAT VOTE IS REQUIRED TO ADOPT THE MERGER AGREEMENT?

A: The affirmative vote of a majority of the shares of Oxford common stock outstanding as of the record date is the only vote required to adopt
the merger agreement.

Oxford s board of directors unanimously recommends that Oxford stockholders vote FOR the adoption of the merger agreement.

Q: WHAT DO INEED TO DO NOW?

A: After carefully reading and considering the information contained in this proxy statement/prospectus, please mail your signed proxy card in
the enclosed return envelope as soon as possible so that your shares may be represented at the special meeting. You may also vote your shares by
telephone, using a toll-free number, or by accessing the Internet. Votes by telephone or the Internet must be received by 11:59 p.m., eastern time,
on Tuesday, July 6, 2004. Your proxy card contains instructions for using these convenient services. You may also attend the special meeting
and vote in person. If your shares are held in street name by your broker or bank, your broker or bank will vote your shares only if you provide
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instructions on how to vote. You should follow the directions provided by your broker or bank regarding how to instruct your broker or bank to
vote your shares.

Q: WHATIFIDO NOT VOTE, DO NOT FULLY COMPLETE MY PROXY CARD OR FAIL TO INSTRUCT MY BROKER?

A: Itis very important for you to vote. If you do not submit a proxy or instruct your broker how to vote your shares if your shares are held in
street name, and you do not vote by telephone, the Internet or in person at the special meeting, the effect will be the same as if you voted

AGAINST the adoption of the merger agreement. If you submit a signed proxy without specifying the manner in which you would like your
shares to be voted, your shares will be voted FOR the adoption of the merger agreement. However, if your shares are held in street name and you
do not instruct your broker how to vote your shares, your broker will not vote your shares, such failure to vote being referred to as a broker
non-vote, which will have the same effect as voting AGAINST the adoption of the merger agreement. You should follow the directions provided
by your broker regarding how to instruct your broker to vote your shares in order to ensure that your shares will be voted at the special meeting.
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Q: CANICHANGE MY VOTE AFTER I HAVE DELIVERED MY PROXY?

A: Yes. You may change your vote at any time before the vote takes place at the special meeting. To change your vote, you may submit a new
proxy card by mail or submit a new proxy by telephone or the Internet, or send a signed written notice to the Secretary of Oxford stating that you
would like to revoke your proxy. You may also change your vote by attending the special meeting and voting in person. However, if you elect to
vote in person at the special meeting and your shares are held by a broker, bank or other nominee, you must bring to the meeting a legal proxy
from the broker, bank or other nominee authorizing you to vote the shares.

Q: WILL A PROXY SOLICITOR BE USED?

A: Yes. Oxford has engaged Georgeson Shareholder Communications Inc. to assist in the solicitation of proxies for the special meeting and
Oxford estimates that it will pay them a fee of approximately $20,000 and will reimburse them for reasonable out of pocket expenses incurred in
connection with such solicitation.

Q: DOINEED TO ATTEND THE SPECIAL MEETING IN PERSON?

A: No, it is not necessary for you to attend the special meeting to vote your shares if Oxford has previously received your proxy, although you
are welcome to attend.

Q: SHOULD I SEND IN MY STOCK CERTIFICATES NOW?

A: No. After we complete the merger, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., acting as our exchange agent, referred to as Wells Fargo, will send you
instructions explaining how to exchange your shares of Oxford common stock for the appropriate number of shares of UnitedHealth Group
common stock and cash. Please do not send in your stock certificates with your proxy.

Q: WHEN DO YOU EXPECT TO COMPLETE THE MERGER?

A: We are working to complete the merger as promptly as practicable after the special meeting and the receipt of any required regulatory
approvals or consents. However, because the merger is subject to closing conditions and the approval of a number of regulatory agencies,
including the Department of Justice, referred to as the DOJ, and state departments of insurance and/or health, we cannot predict the exact timing.
For further information regarding regulatory approvals necessary for completion of the merger, please see The Merger Regulatory Matters
beginning on page 72 of this proxy statement/prospectus.

Q: WHAT ARE THE MATERIAL U.S. FEDERAL INCOME TAX CONSEQUENCES OF THE MERGER TO ME?
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A: The completion of the merger is conditioned on the receipt by Oxford and UnitedHealth Group of tax opinions from their respective

counsel dated as of the date of the merger to the effect that the merger will qualify for U.S. Federal income tax purposes as a reorganization
within the meaning in Section 368(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, referred to as the Code. Oxford s and UnitedHealth
Group s conditions relating to these tax opinions are not waivable following the adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford stockholders
without reapproval by Oxford stockholders (with appropriate disclosure), and neither Oxford nor UnitedHealth Group intends to waive this
condition. Assuming the merger is completed as currently contemplated, we expect that, for U.S. federal income tax purposes, you generally will
recognize gain, but not loss, equal to the lesser of (1) the excess, if any, of the fair market value of the UnitedHealth Group common stock and
the amount of cash received by you over your adjusted tax basis in your Oxford common stock exchanged in the merger or (2) the amount of
cash received by you in the merger. For further information concerning U.S. federal income tax consequences of the merger, please see Material
U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger beginning on page 73 of this proxy statement/prospectus.
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Tax matters are very complicated and the consequences of the merger to any particular Oxford stockholder will depend on that
stockholder s particular facts and circumstances. You are urged to consult your own tax advisor to determine your own tax
consequences from the merger.

Q: WILL I HAVE APPRAISAL RIGHTS AS A RESULT OF THE MERGER?

A: Yes. In order to exercise your appraisal rights, you must follow the requirements of Delaware law. A copy of the applicable Delaware
statutory provision is included as Annex C to the proxy statement/prospectus and a summary of this provision can be found under Appraisal
Rights for Oxford Stockholders beginning on page 87 of this proxy statement/prospectus.

Q: HOW WILL OXFORD STOCKHOLDERS RECEIVE THE MERGER CONSIDERATION?

A: Following the merger, you will receive a letter of transmittal and instructions on how to obtain shares of UnitedHealth Group and cash in
exchange for your Oxford common stock. You must return the completed letter of transmittal and your Oxford stock certificates as described in
the instructions, and you will receive the merger consideration as soon as practicable after Wells Fargo, as the exchange agent, receives your
completed letter of transmittal and Oxford stock certificates. If you hold shares through a brokerage account, your broker will handle the
surrender of stock certificates to Wells Fargo.

Q: WHO CANI CALL WITH QUESTIONS?

A: If you have any questions about the merger or other matters discussed in this proxy statement/prospectus, you should contact Georgeson
Shareholder Communications Inc., at 1-800-261-1039.
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SUMMARY OF THE PROXY STATEMENT/PROSPECTUS

This summary highlights information from this proxy statement/prospectus and may not contain all of the information that is important to you.
You should carefully read this entire document and the other documents to which it refers for a more complete understanding of the merger
agreement and the merger. In particular, you should read the documents attached to this proxy statement/prospectus, including the merger
agreement and the fairness opinion which are attached as Annexes A and B, respectively, and made part of this proxy statement/prospectus. In
addition, we have attached to this proxy statement/prospectus as Annexes D through R important business, financial and other information about
Oxford and UnitedHealth Group, which information is made part of this proxy statement/prospectus. This summary and the balance of this

proxy statement/prospectus contain forward-looking statements about events that are not certain to occur as described, or at all, and you should
not place undue reliance on those statements. Please carefully read Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements beginning on
page 36 of this proxy statement/prospectus.

The Companies

Oxford Health Plans, Inc.
48 Monroe Turnpike
Trumbull, CT 06611

(203) 459-6000

Oxford is a health care company providing health benefit plans primarily in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut, referred to as the tri-state
area. Oxford s product line includes its health maintenance organization plans, exclusive provider organization plans, point-of-service plans,
preferred provider plans, indemnity plans and several plans offered to Medicare beneficiaries. Oxford s product line includes third-party
administration of employer-funded benefit plans. Oxford also offers several ancillary and specialty benefit plans.

Oxford offers its products through its health maintenance organization subsidiaries, Oxford Health Plans (NY), Inc., Oxford Health Plans (NJ),
Inc. and Oxford Health Plans (CT), Inc., and through its insurance subsidiaries, Oxford Health Insurance, Inc. and Investors Guaranty Life
Insurance Company. Oxford Health Insurance, Inc. does business under accident and health insurance licenses granted by the Departments of
Insurance of New York and Connecticut, the Department of Banking and Insurance of New Jersey and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

For further information concerning Oxford, please refer to Oxford s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003,
attached as Annex D, its Annual Report on Form 10-K/A for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003, attached as Annex E, and its Quarterly
Report on Form 10-Q for the quarterly period ended March 31, 2004, attached as Annex F, both of which are attached to this proxy
statement/prospectus and made part of this proxy statement/prospectus.

UnitedHealth Group Incorporated

UnitedHealth Group Center
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9900 Bren Road East
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343

(952) 936-1300

UnitedHealth Group is a leader in the health and well-being industry, serving approximately 55 million Americans. Through its family of
businesses, UnitedHealth Group combines clinical insight with consumer-friendly services and advanced technology to help people achieve
optimal health and well-being through all stages of life. UnitedHealth Group conducts its business primarily through its operating divisions in
four business segments.
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UnitedHealth Group s Uniprise segment serves the employee benefit needs of large organizations by developing cost-effective health care access
and benefit strategies and programs, technology and service-driven solutions tailored to the specific needs of each corporate customer. Uniprise
offers consumers access to a wide spectrum of health and well-being products and services.

UnitedHealth Group s Health Care Services segment consists of the UnitedHealthcare, Ovations and AmeriChoice businesses. UnitedHealthcare
coordinates health and well-being services on behalf of local employers and consumers nationwide. Ovations provides health and well-being
services for Americans age 50 and older, addressing their unique needs for preventative and acute health care services, for services dealing with
chronic disease and for responding to specialized issues relating to their overall well-being. AmeriChoice engages in facilitating health care
benefits and services for state Medicaid and other government-sponsored health care programs and their beneficiaries.

UnitedHealth Group s Specialized Care Services segment is a portfolio of health and well-being companies, each serving a specific market need
with an offering of benefits, provider networks, services and resources. Specialized Care Services provides comprehensive products and services
that are focused on highly specialized health care and financial assurance needs, such as mental health and chemical dependency, employee
assistance, work-life balance, critical care programs, disease management, care management, vision and dental services, physical therapy
services, health-related information, income replacement and life insurance and other health and well-being services.

UnitedHealth Group s Ingenix segment is a leader in the field of health care and information, serving multiple health care markets on a
business-to-business basis. Ingenix customers include UnitedHealth Group businesses, pharmaceutical, biotechnology and medical device
companies, health insurers and other payers, physicians and other health care providers, large employers and government agencies.

UnitedHealth Group, formerly known as United HealthCare Corporation, is a Minnesota corporation, incorporated in January 1977. For further
information concerning UnitedHealth Group, please see Certain Information Concerning UnitedHealth Group beginning on page 90 and refer to
UnitedHealth Group s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003, attached hereto as Annex H, its Selected
Financial Data for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003, attached hereto as Annex I, its Management s Discussion and Analysis of Financial
Condition and Results of Operations for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003, attached hereto as Annex J, and its Quarterly Report on Form
10-Q for the quarterly period ended March 31, 2004, attached hereto as Annex K, all of which Annexes are made part of this proxy
statement/prospectus.

Ruby Acquisition LLC
UnitedHealth Group Center
9900 Bren Road East
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343

(952) 936-1300

Ruby Acquisition is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of Delaware and a wholly owned subsidiary of
UnitedHealth Group formed by UnitedHealth Group on April 23, 2004 for the sole purpose of effecting the merger. This is the only business of
Ruby Acquisition.
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Reasons for the Merger (see page 47)

The merger will join Oxford s focused local capabilities in the tri-state area with UnitedHealth Group s national resources, leading technologies
and data sources, diverse specialized products and services and unique offerings to seniors. The combined companies will have the scale and
resources to provide services on behalf of a broad client base in the tri-state area, including many Fortune 500 companies headquartered in the
region as well as their business affiliates across the country.
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Structure of the Transaction (see page 77)

Oxford will merge with and into Ruby Acquisition. Ruby Acquisition will be the surviving entity and will continue as a wholly owned
subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group, and will succeed to and assume all the rights and obligations of Oxford. Holders of Oxford common stock
(other than holders perfecting appraisal rights, see Appraisal Rights for Oxford Stockholders beginning on page 87, and treasury shares) will
receive 0.6357 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock and $16.17 in cash for each share of Oxford common stock they own. Stockholders
will receive cash for any fractional shares that they would otherwise receive in the merger.

Each option to purchase Oxford common stock and right to receive or acquire Oxford common stock relating to an Oxford restricted stock unit
or Oxford deferred stock unit, if any, will be assumed by UnitedHealth Group, on generally the same terms and conditions as the original Oxford
award and each award will generally be converted into a similar award for shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock as described below. The
number of UnitedHealth Group stock options to be received in respect of Oxford stock options will be determined by multiplying the number of
Oxford stock options outstanding immediately prior to the merger by the option exchange ratio and the per share exercise price of such options
will be determined by dividing the per share exercise price applicable to the Oxford stock option immediately prior to the merger by the option
exchange ratio. The option exchange ratio is equal to 0.6357 plus the fraction obtained by dividing $16.17 by the average per share closing price
of UnitedHealth Group common stock over the ten trading days preceding the date of the merger. The number of shares of UnitedHealth Group
that will be subject to restricted stock units or deferred stock units, if any, will be determined by multiplying the number of shares of Oxford
common stock subject to such award immediately prior to the merger by the option exchange ratio. Certain options to purchase Oxford common
stock will accelerate and become fully vested upon the adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford stockholders, and certain options to
purchase Oxford common stock will accelerate and become fully vested upon effectiveness of the merger. In addition, restricted stock units
granted to Oxford s executive officers will also vest immediately prior to the effectiveness of the merger. See Interests of Certain Persons in the
Merger Restricted Stock Units beginning on page 69.

The merger agreement is attached to this proxy statement/prospectus as Annex A. Stockholders of Oxford are encouraged to carefully read the
merger agreement in its entirety.

The Special Meeting of Oxford Stockholders (see page 38)

The special meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 7, 2004, at 10:00 a.m., local time, at the Trumbull Marriott, 180 Hawley Lane, Trumbull,
CT 06611.

The purpose of the special meeting is to (1) consider and vote upon a proposal to adopt the merger agreement, (2) consider and vote on a
proposal to authorize the proxyholders to vote to adjourn or postpone the special meeting, in their sole discretion, for the purpose of soliciting
additional votes for the adoption of the merger agreement and (3) transact such other business as may properly come before the special meeting
or any postponements or adjournments of the special meeting. Adoption of the merger agreement will also constitute approval of the merger and
the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement.

Oxford s board of directors has fixed the close of business on June 11, 2004 as the record date for determination of Oxford stockholders entitled
to notice of and to vote at the special meeting. As of the close of business on June 11, 2004, there were shares of Oxford common
stock outstanding, which were held of record by approximately stockholders. A majority of these shares, present in person or represented by
proxy, will constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. If a quorum is not present, it is expected that the special meeting will be
adjourned or postponed to solicit additional proxies. Each Oxford stockholder is entitled to one vote for each share of Oxford common stock
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Adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford s stockholders is required by Delaware law. Such adoption requires the affirmative vote of the
holders of a majority of the shares of Oxford common stock outstanding on the record date and entitled to vote at the special meeting.
Authorizing the proxyholders to vote to adjourn or postpone the special meeting for the purpose of soliciting additional votes for the adoption of
the merger agreement will require the affirmative vote of Oxford stockholders representing a majority of the shares of Oxford common stock
present and entitled to vote at the special meeting.

UnitedHealth Group Shareholder Approval

UnitedHealth Group shareholders are not required to adopt the merger agreement.

Recommendation of Oxford s Board of Directors (see page 49)

After careful consideration, Oxford s board of directors has unanimously approved and adopted the merger agreement and determined that the
merger is advisable, fair to and in the best interests of, Oxford and its stockholders and unanimously recommends that Oxford stockholders vote
FOR adoption of the merger agreement.

Fairness Opinion of Goldman, Sachs & Co. (see page 52)

Goldman, Sachs & Co., referred to as Goldman Sachs, delivered its written opinion to Oxford s board of directors to the effect that, as of April
26, 2004, and based upon and subject to the factors and assumptions set forth in the opinion, the merger consideration to be received by the
holders of the outstanding shares of Oxford common stock pursuant to the merger was fair from a financial point of view to those holders.

The full text of the written opinion of Goldman Sachs, dated April 26, 2004, which sets forth the assumptions made, procedures followed,
matters considered, and limitations on the review undertaken in connection with the opinion, is attached as Annex B. Goldman Sachs provided
its opinion for the information and assistance of Oxford s board of directors in connection with its consideration of the merger. Goldman Sachs
opinion is not a recommendation as to how any holder of Oxford common stock should vote with respect to the merger. Oxford s stockholders
are urged to read the opinion in its entirety.

Risk Factors (see page 26)

See Risk Factors for a discussion of factors you should carefully consider before deciding how to vote your shares of Oxford common stock at
the special meeting.

Conditions to the Merger (see page 83)
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The parties obligations to complete the merger are subject to the prior satisfaction, or waiver to the extent permitted by law or stock exchange
rule, of each of the following conditions specified in the merger agreement:

the merger agreement must be adopted by the holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of Oxford common stock as of the record
date;

the waiting period (and any extension thereof) applicable to the merger pursuant to the Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act
of 1976, as amended, referred to as the HSR Act, or any other applicable competition, merger, antitrust or similar law shall have
expired or been terminated;

specified governmental consents and approvals shall have been obtained and be in full force and effect;

there shall be no temporary restraining order, preliminary or permanent injunction or other order or decree issued by any court of
competent jurisdiction or other statute, law, rule, legal restraint or prohibition in effect preventing the consummation of the merger;
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the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock issuable to Oxford stockholders must have been approved for listing, subject to
official notice of issuance, on the New York Stock Exchange;

each of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford must have received an opinion of its counsel to the effect that the merger will qualify as a
reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code;

the representations and warranties of each party set forth in the merger agreement shall be true and correct without giving effect to any
qualification as to materiality or material adverse effect, except where the failure to be true and correct would not reasonably be likely
to have a material adverse effect on such party, in each case as of the date of the merger agreement and as of the date the merger is to
be completed;

the parties to the merger agreement shall have performed in all material respects all of their obligations under the merger agreement;
and

the registration statement, of which this proxy statement/prospectus is a part, must be effective under the Securities Act of 1933, as
amended, referred to as the Securities Act, and must not be the subject of any stop order or proceeding seeking a stop order.

In addition, the obligations of UnitedHealth Group and Ruby Acquisition to complete the merger are subject to the satisfaction or waiver to the
extent permitted by law or stock exchange rule, of each of the following conditions specified in the merger agreement:

there shall be no litigation or other proceeding by a governmental entity pending or threatened seeking (1) to challenge or restrain the
consummation of the merger, (2) to prohibit or limit the ownership or operation of Oxford by UnitedHealth Group (including by
requiring disposal of assets or requiring maintenance of operations), or (3) damages, which in the case of (2) or (3) would reasonably
be likely to (A) have a material adverse effect on Oxford or UnitedHealth Group (measuring such effect on UnitedHealth Group at the
level of what would be material to Oxford) or (B) materially impair the benefits sought to be derived by UnitedHealth Group from the
transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, including the merger;

there shall be no legal restraint in effect which would reasonably be likely to have any of the effects set forth in (1) through (3) of the
preceding bullet point; and

specified governmental consents and approvals, including State Department of Health and/or State Department of Insurance approvals,
must have been obtained without conditions which would reasonably be likely to (1) have a material adverse effect on Oxford or
UnitedHealth Group (measuring such effect on UnitedHealth Group at the level of what would be material to Oxford) or (2) materially
impair the benefits sought to be derived by UnitedHealth Group from the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement,
including the merger.

Under applicable law and stock exchange rules, the parties are able to waive the closing conditions with respect to pending or threatened
litigation, representations and warranties, and performance of agreements and covenants; however, the merger agreement provides that neither
party shall waive the condition regarding the receipt of the opinion of its tax counsel following the adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford
stockholders unless further stockholder approval is obtained with appropriate disclosure.

Termination of the Merger Agreement (see page 84)
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The merger agreement may be terminated by mutual consent, or by either UnitedHealth Group or Oxford, at any time before the completion of
the merger under specified circumstances, including:

if the merger is not completed, through no fault of the terminating party, by December 31, 2004; subject to extension to February 28,
2005 to resolve a governmental or regulatory challenge to the merger (if all other conditions are satisfied);
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if the Oxford stockholders do not adopt the merger agreement at the special meeting;

if any legal restraint permanently restraining, enjoining or otherwise prohibiting the merger, shall be in effect and shall have become
final and nonappealable; or

if the other party has breached any of its representations and warranties or failed to perform any of its covenants and the breach or
failure to perform would give rise to the failure of specified closing conditions and is not cured or curable within 30 days following
receipt of written notice of the breach.

In addition, the merger agreement may be terminated by UnitedHealth Group within 45 days of the date on which the Oxford board of directors
(1) withdraws (or modifies in a manner adverse to UnitedHealth Group) its recommendation of the merger agreement or recommends an
alternate takeover proposal or (2) fails to publicly confirm its recommendation of the merger agreement and the merger within three business
days after a written request by UnitedHealth Group that it do so.

Payment of Termination Fee (see page 85)

Oxford has agreed to pay UnitedHealth Group a termination fee of $212,500,000 if the merger agreement is terminated under several specified
circumstances. The termination fee is payable if the merger agreement is terminated by UnitedHealth Group within 45 days of Oxford
withdrawing, modifying (in a manner adverse to UnitedHealth Group) or failing to confirm its recommendation of the merger agreement and the
merger within three days of a request by UnitedHealth Group for such confirmation. The termination fee is also payable if Oxford enters into or
consummates a takeover proposal within one year from the termination of the merger agreement, but only if a takeover proposal was
communicated to Oxford or its stockholders after the date of the merger agreement, at least one such takeover proposal had not been withdrawn
prior to the event giving rise to the right of termination and the merger agreement was terminated due to:

the merger not being consummated by December 31, 2004 or February 28, 2005, as applicable, and no vote to obtain Oxford
stockholder approval has been held prior to such termination or

a failure to obtain Oxford stockholder adoption of the merger agreement at an Oxford stockholders meeting duly convened for such
purpose or any adjournment or postponement thereof.

Finally, the termination fee is payable (1) if the merger agreement is terminated by UnitedHealth Group due to a willful breach by Oxford of its
representations, warranties, covenants or agreements that is not cured within 30 days written notice from UnitedHealth Group or is incapable of
being cured and which breach of representation or warranty would be reasonably likely to result in a material adverse effect on Oxford, or which
breach of covenant or agreement shall constitute a failure to perform its obligations in a material respect, (2) a takeover proposal was
communicated to Oxford or its stockholders after the date of the merger agreement, and (3) Oxford enters into or consummates a takeover
proposal within one year after such termination. See The Merger Agreement Payment of Termination Fee beginning on page 85.

No Solicitation of Transactions Involving Oxford (see page 82)

Oxford has agreed that it will not, whether directly or indirectly, until the merger is completed or the merger agreement is terminated:
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solicit, initiate, cause, knowingly encourage or knowingly facilitate any inquiries or takeover proposals (as described below); or

participate in discussions or negotiations with, or furnish any information to, a third party in connection with or furtherance of a
takeover proposal.

However, prior to the special meeting, Oxford may, in response to an unsolicited takeover proposal by a third party, and with two business days

written notice to UnitedHealth Group, furnish information to, pursuant to

10
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a confidentiality agreement no less restrictive than the one with UnitedHealth Group, and participate in discussions with, such third party
regarding the takeover proposal if:

Oxford s board of directors determines in good faith, after receiving advice from its financial advisor and outside legal counsel, that the
takeover proposal constitutes, or is reasonably likely to constitute, a superior proposal (as described below), and

Oxford s board of directors determines in good faith, after receiving advice from its outside legal counsel, that such action is necessary
in order to comply with its fiduciary duties under applicable law.

Additionally, Oxford s board of directors is not prohibited from taking and disclosing to Oxford s stockholders a position with respect to a tender
offer as contemplated by Rule 14e-2(a) or Item 1012(a) of Regulation M-A promulgated under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as

amended, referred to as the Exchange Act. Furthermore, Oxford s board of directors is not prohibited from making any required disclosure to
Oxford stockholders if, in the good faith judgment of the board of directors (after receiving advice from its outside legal counsel), failure to so
disclose would be inconsistent with its obligations under applicable law.

A takeover proposal is any inquiry, proposal or offer (other than the merger) for a merger, consolidation or other business combination with
Oxford, for the issuance of 20% or more of the equity securities of Oxford as consideration for the assets or securities of a third party or for the
acquisition of 20% or more of the assets or equity securities of Oxford. A superior proposal is a takeover proposal to acquire 50% or more of the
outstanding capital stock of Oxford, or all or substantially all of the assets of Oxford and its subsidiaries, taken as a whole, (1) on terms that the
Oxford board determines, in good faith, after receiving advice from its financial advisor and outside legal counsel, to be more favorable to
Oxford s stockholders from a financial point of view than the terms of the merger and (2) which is reasonably likely to be completed.

Interests of Certain Persons in the Merger (see page 66)

Certain executive officers and directors of Oxford have interests in the merger that are different from and in addition to the interests of Oxford
stockholders generally. Messrs. Charles Berg, Steven Black, Paul Conlin, Kevin Hill, Kurt Thompson and Dr. Alan Muney have entered into
employment agreements with UnitedHealth Group that become effective upon completion of the merger with certain provisions effective upon
the signing of the merger agreement which thereby become void if the merger is not completed. These agreements generally provide for each
executive officer to receive a lump sum payment in an amount equal to the cash severance he would have received under his existing

employment agreement if his employment had been constructively terminated following a change in control of Oxford and an initial grant of
stock options on completion of the merger. Mr. Berg s agreement also provides for a grant of stock options on each anniversary of the completion
of the merger subject to continued employment. Also, in connection with the merger, Mr. Daniel Gregoire s existing employment agreement with
Oxford was amended. This amendment generally provides that Mr. Gregoire will not be terminated by Oxford for the 12 months following the
date of completion of the merger and that he will receive, on the date the merger is consummated, a lump sum payment equal to the cash
severance he would have received if his employment had been terminated without cause or by reason of a constructive termination following a
change in control of Oxford. In addition, either the adoption by Oxford s stockholders of the merger agreement or the completion of the merger
will result in the accelerated vesting of stock options (except options granted pursuant to the 1991 Non-employee Director Stock Option Plan or
which have been or will be granted to employees after April 26, 2004 but before completion of the merger) that have been granted under

Oxford s equity compensation plans to employees, executive officers and directors. Restricted stock units held by Oxford s executive officers will
also vest immediately prior to the merger.

UnitedHealth Group also agreed in the merger agreement to indemnify and provide liability insurance to Oxford s officers, directors, and certain
employees. The directors of Oxford knew about these additional interests and considered them when they approved the merger.
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Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger (see page 73)

The completion of the merger is conditioned on the receipt by Oxford and UnitedHealth Group of tax opinions from their respective counsel

dated as of the date of the merger to the effect that the merger will qualify for U.S. federal income tax purposes as a reorganization within the
meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code. Oxford s and UnitedHealth Group s conditions relating to these tax opinions are not waivable following
the adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford stockholders without reapproval by Oxford stockholders (with appropriate disclosure), and

neither Oxford nor UnitedHealth Group intends to waive this condition. Assuming the merger so qualifies as a reorganization, which Oxford and
UnitedHealth Group anticipate, an Oxford stockholder generally will, for U.S. federal income tax purposes, recognize gain, but not loss, equal to
the lesser of (1) the excess, if any, of the fair market value of the UnitedHealth Group common stock and the amount of cash received by the
stockholder over that stockholder s adjusted tax basis in the Oxford common stock exchanged in the merger or (2) the amount of cash received

by the stockholder in the merger. For further information concerning U.S. federal income tax consequences of the merger, please see Material
U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger beginning on page 73 of this proxy statement/prospectus.

Tax matters are very complicated and the consequences of the merger to any particular Oxford stockholder will depend on that
stockholder s particular facts and circumstances. Oxford stockholders are urged to consult their own tax advisors to determine their
own tax consequences from the merger.

Accounting Treatment (see page 76)

UnitedHealth Group will account for the merger under the purchase method of accounting for business combinations.

Regulatory Matters (see page 72)

The merger is subject to U.S. antitrust laws. Each of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford intends to file the required notification and report forms
with the Antitrust Division of the DOIJ, and the U.S. Federal Trade Commission, referred to as the FTC, before the end of June 2004. The
applicable waiting period will begin on the date of filing by both parties and will expire 30 days thereafter (or on the next regular business day if
the 30th day falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal public holiday), unless the waiting period is earlier terminated or extended by a request for
additional information, in which case the waiting period will expire 30 days after substantial compliance by both parties with respect to the
request for additional information or on the next regular business day if the 30th day falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal public holiday. The
DOJ or the FTC, as well as a state or private person, may challenge the merger at any time before or after its completion.

In addition, the Departments of Insurance of the States of New York, California, New Jersey and Connecticut, as well as the Department of
Health of New York, must approve UnitedHealth Group s acquisition of control of Oxford and certain Oxford subsidiaries. On May 10, 2004,
UnitedHealth Group filed Form A  Statements Regarding The Acquisition Of Control Or Merger With A Domestic Insurer or similar
applications as required by law, in New York, California, New Jersey and Connecticut. Oxford will also need to amend its Certificate of
Authority for Oxford Health Plans (NJ), Inc. in the State of New Jersey. These filings and approvals are more fully described at The

Merger Regulatory Matters beginning on page 72 of this proxy statement/prospectus.

Restrictions on the Ability to Sell UnitedHealth Group Common Stock (see page 76)
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All shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock you receive in connection with the merger will be freely transferable unless you are considered
an affiliate of either Oxford or UnitedHealth Group for the purposes of the Securities Act at the time the merger agreement is submitted to
Oxford stockholders for adoption, in which
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case you will be permitted to sell the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock you receive in the merger only pursuant to an effective
registration statement or an exemption from the registration requirements of the Securities Act. This proxy statement/prospectus does not
register the resale of stock held by affiliates.

Dissenters or Appraisal Rights (see page 87)

Under Delaware law, you are entitled to appraisal rights in connection with the merger.

You will have the right under Delaware law to have the fair value of your shares of Oxford common stock determined by the Delaware
Chancery Court. This right to appraisal is subject to a number of restrictions and technical requirements. Generally, in order to exercise your
appraisal rights you must:

send a written demand to Oxford for appraisal in compliance with Delaware law before the vote on the merger;

not vote in favor of the merger; and

continuously hold your Oxford common stock, from the date you make the demand for appraisal through the closing of the merger.

Merely voting against the merger will not protect your rights to an appraisal, which requires all the steps provided under Delaware law.
Requirements under Delaware law for exercising appraisal rights are described in further detail beginning on page 87. The relevant section of
Delaware law regarding appraisal rights is reproduced and attached as Annex C to this proxy statement/prospectus.

If you vote for the merger, you will waive your rights to seek appraisal of your shares of Oxford common stock under Delaware law.

Surrender of Stock Certificates (see page 77)

Following the effective time of the merger, UnitedHealth Group will cause a letter of transmittal to be mailed to all holders of Oxford common
stock containing instructions for surrendering their certificates. Certificates should not be surrendered until the letter of transmittal is received,
fully completed and returned as instructed in the letter of transmittal.

Certain Effects of the Merger (see page 104)

Upon completion of the merger, Oxford stockholders will become shareholders of UnitedHealth Group. The internal affairs of UnitedHealth
Group are governed by the Minnesota Business Corporation Act and UnitedHealth Group s articles of incorporation and bylaws. The merger will
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Group and Stockholders of Oxford beginning on page 104.
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SELECTED CONSOLIDATED HISTORICAL FINANCIAL DATA

OF UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INCORPORATED

The following table summarizes selected historical consolidated financial data of UnitedHealth Group which should be read in conjunction with
the consolidated financial statements of UnitedHealth Group, and the notes thereto, included in Annex J and made part of this proxy
statement/prospectus. The financial data for the five years ended December 31, 2003 has been derived from the audited consolidated financial
statements of UnitedHealth Group. The financial data as of and for the three months ended March 31, 2004 and 2003 has been derived from the
unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements of UnitedHealth Group included in Annex K and made a part of this proxy
statement/prospectus. In the opinion of UnitedHealth Group s management, all adjustments, consisting of only normal recurring adjustments,
necessary for a fair presentation of the financial data for the three months ended March 31, 2004 and 2003 have been reflected therein. Operating
results for the three months ended March 31, 2004 are not necessarily indicative of the results that may be expected for the full year. On May 7,
2003, UnitedHealth Group s board of directors declared a two-for-one split of UnitedHealth Group s common stock in the form of a 100 percent
common stock dividend. The stock dividend was paid on June 18, 2003, to shareholders of record on June 2, 2003. All per share calculations
reflect the two-for-one common stock split.

For the Three Months
Ended March 31, For the Year Ended December 31,

(In millions, except per share data) 2004 2003 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999
Consolidated Operating Results 1)
Revenues $ 8,144 $ 6,975 $28,823 $ 25,020 $23,454 $21,122 $ 19,562
Earnings From Operations $ 876 $ 653 $ 2,935 $ 2,186 $ 1,566 $ 1,200 $ 943
Net Earnings $ 554 $ 403 $ 1,825 $ 1,352 $ 913 $ 736 $ 568
Return on Shareholders Equity
(annualized) 35.9% 36.3% 39.0% 33.0% 24.5% 19.8% 14.1%
Basic Net Earnings Per Common
Share $ 092 $ 0.68 $ 3.10 $ 223 $ 146 $ 1.14 $ 082
Diluted Net Earnings Per Common
Share $ 0.88 $ 065 $ 296 $ 213 $ 140 $ 1.09 $ 0.80
Common Stock Dividends Per Share
(annualized) $ 0.03 $ 0.015 $ 0.015 $ 0.015 $ 0.015 $ 0.008 $ 0.008
Consolidated Cash Flows From (Used
For):
Operating Activities $ 910 $ 725 $ 3,003 $ 2,423 $ 1,844 $ 1,521 $ 1,189
Investing Activities $ (393) $ 329 $ (745 $ (1,391) $ (1,138) $  (968) $ (623)
Financing Activities $ (65 $ (382 $ (1,126) $ (1,442) $ (585 $ (739 $ (605)
Consolidated Financial Condition
(As of period end)
Cash and Investments $ 10,179 $ 6,595 $ 9,477 $ 6,329 $ 5,698 $ 5,053 $ 4,719
Total Assets $20,852 $ 14,445 $ 17,634 $ 14,164 $ 12,486 $11,053 $10,273
Debt $ 2,400 $ 1,802 $ 1,979 $ 1,761 $ 1,584 $ 1,209 $ 991
Shareholders Equity $ 7,227 $ 4,444 $ 5,128 $ 4,428 $ 3,891 $ 3,688 $ 3,863
Debt-to-Total-Capital Ratio 24.9% 28.9% 27.8% 28.5% 28.9% 24.7% 20.4%
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(1)  Amounts for the three months ended March 31, 2004 include the acquisition of Mid Atlantic Medical Services, Inc., referred to as
MAMSI, for the period from February 11, 2004 to March 31, 2004.
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SELECTED CONSOLIDATED HISTORICAL FINANCIAL DATA

OF OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC.

The following table summarizes selected historical consolidated financial data of Oxford which should be read in conjunction with the
consolidated financial statements of Oxford, and the notes thereto, included in Annexes D and E and made part of this proxy
statement/prospectus. The financial data for the five years ended December 31, 2003 has been derived from the audited consolidated financial
statements of Oxford. The financial data as of and for the three months ended March 31, 2004 and 2003 has been derived from the unaudited
condensed consolidated financial statements of Oxford. In the opinion of Oxford s management, all adjustments, consisting of only normal
recurring adjustments, necessary for a fair presentation of the financial data for the three months ended March 31, 2004 and 2003 have been
reflected therein. Operating results for the three months ended March 31, 2004 are not necessarily indicative of the results that may be expected
for the full year.

For the Three
Months Ended
March 31, For the Year Ended December 31,

(In millions, except per share data) 2004 2003 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999
Consolidated Operating Results
Revenues $ 1411 $ 1,345 $5,452 $ 4,963 $4,421 $4,112 $4,198
Earnings From Operations $ 146 $ 122 $ 604 $ 377 $ 512 $ 485 $ 164
Net Earnings for common shareholders $ 87 $ 73 $ 352 $ 222 $ 322 $ 191 $ 274
Return on Shareholders Equity (annualized) 42.1% 53.2% 48.4% 44.7% 69.6% 41.7% 277.9%
Basic Net Earnings Per Common Share $ 1.07 $ 0.87 $ 4.26 $ 255 $ 3.35 $ 2.26 $ 3.38
Diluted Net Earnings Per Common Share $ 1.03 $ 0.86 $ 4.15 $ 245 $ 321 $ 2.02 $ 3.26
Common Stock Dividends Per Share
(annualized) $ 0.10 $ $ 0.10 $ $ $ $
Consolidated Cash Flows From (Used For):
Operating Activities $ 65 $ 114 $ 343 $ 344 $ o614 $ 405 $ 36
Investing Activities $ 18 $  ® $ (278) $ (95 $ (102) $ (19 $ 58
Financing Activities $ 3 $ (26) $ 150 $ (274) $ (365) $ (520) $ 2
Consolidated Financial Condition
(As of period end)
Cash and Investments $ 2,060 $ 1,589 $ 1,967 $ 1,481 $ 1,366 $1,124 $1,224
Total Assets $2,255 $ 1,907 $2,160 $ 1,754 $ 1,577 $ 1,445 $ 1,687
Debt $ 397 $ 129 $ 404 $ 138 $ 153 $ 181 $ 368
Redeemable preferred stock $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 344
Shareholders Equity $ 823 $ 548 $ 727 $ 497 $ 463 $ 459 $ 99
Debt-to-Total-Capital Ratio 32.5% 19.1% 35.7% 21.7% 24.9% 28.2% 87.8%
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MARKET PRICE AND DIVIDEND INFORMATION

Recent Closing Prices

The table below presents the closing price per share of UnitedHealth Group common stock on the New York Stock Exchange, and the closing
price per share of Oxford common stock on the New York Stock Exchange, on April 23, 2004, the trading day immediately preceding the public
announcement date of the merger, and on June 10, 2004, the most recent practicable date prior to the mailing of this proxy statement/prospectus,
as well as the equivalent stock price plus cash of shares of Oxford common stock on such dates. The equivalent stock price plus cash of shares of
Oxford common stock represents the closing sales price per share for UnitedHealth Group s common stock on the New York Stock Exchange on
April 23, 2004, the trading day immediately preceding the public announcement date of the proposed transaction, which was $65.95, and June

10, 2004, which was $ , in each case, multiplied by the exchange ratio, plus the cash consideration of $16.17 to be paid with respect to each
share of Oxford common stock. The equivalent stock price on April 23, 2004 plus cash reflects an implied premium of $7.20 per share over the
closing price per share of Oxford common stock on April 23, 2004. Keep in mind that the value of the merger consideration to be received by
Oxford stockholders will fluctuate with changes in the price of UnitedHealth Group common stock if the price of UnitedHealth Group s
common stock decreases, the value of the merger consideration will decrease. There can be no assurances as to the market price of UnitedHealth
Group common stock at any time prior to the merger or any time thereafter. Stockholders should obtain current market quotations for shares of
UnitedHealth Group common stock and Oxford common stock prior to making any decision with respect to the merger.

Oxford
Equivalent Stock Price
UnitedHealth Group Oxford Plus Cash
Common Stock Common Stock
(price per share) (price per share) (price per share)
April 23, 2004 $ 65.95 $ 50.89 $ 58.09
June 10, 2004 $ $ $

Historical Market Price Data

Oxford s common stock is quoted on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol OHP. UnitedHealth Group s common stock is quoted on
the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol UNH.

The following table sets forth the high and low sales prices per share of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford common stock as adjusted for all stock
splits, as reported on the New York Stock Exchange for the periods indicated:

Oxford
UnitedHealth Group
Common Stock Common Stock
High Low High Low

2001
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Quarter ended March 31, 2001 $32.18 $25.25 $39.56 $23.13
Quarter ended June 30, 2001 $33.70 $26.25 $31.63 $23.82
Quarter ended September 30, 2001 $35.00 $29.40 $30.59 $24.46
Quarter ended December 31, 2001 $36.40 $31.21 $31.50 $21.90
2002

Quarter ended March 31, 2002 $38.40 $33.93 $42.75 $28.64
Quarter ended June 30, 2002 $48.95 $37.57 $51.94 $40.46
Quarter ended September 30, 2002 $48.15 $40.74 $46.70 $34.81
Quarter ended December 31, 2002 $50.50 $37.52 $45.18 $32.00
2003

Quarter ended March 31, 2003 $46.35 $39.20 $39.25 $26.32
Quarter ended June 30, 2003 $52.67 $44.10 $ 46.60 $27.34
Quarter ended September 30, 2003 $56.25 $47.25 $ 46.67 $35.38
Quarter ended December 31, 2003 $58.15 $47.83 $ 45.60 $39.67
2004

Quarter ended March 31, 2004 $ 64.44 $56.20 $49.70 $42.84
Quarter ended June 30, 2004 (through June 10, 2004) $ $ $ $

16
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Dividend Information

Oxford paid a cash dividend of $0.10 per share on January 27, 2004 and a cash dividend of $0.10 per share on April 27, 2004. UnitedHealth
Group paid a cash dividend of $0.03 per share on April 16, 2004.

Number of Stockholders
As of June 11, 2004, there were approximately stockholders of record of Oxford common stock, as shown on the records of Oxford s transfer
agent for such shares. As of June 11, 2004, there were approximately shareholders of record of UnitedHealth Group, as shown on the

records of UnitedHealth Group s transfer agent for such shares.

Shares Held by Certain Stockholders

Adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford s stockholders requires the affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the shares of Oxford
common stock outstanding and entitled to vote at the special meeting. As of June 9, 2004, approximately 0.14% of the outstanding shares of
Oxford common stock were held by directors and executive officers of Oxford and their affiliates. Neither UnitedHealth Group nor any of its
directors or executive officers owns any shares of Oxford stock.

17
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UNAUDITED PRO FORMA CONDENSED COMBINED FINANCIAL INFORMATION

On April 26, 2004, UnitedHealth Group and Oxford entered into the merger agreement, pursuant to which Oxford will be merged with and into a
subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group, with the subsidiary being the surviving entity. Under the terms of the agreement, holders of Oxford common
stock will receive 0.6357 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock and $16.17 in cash for each share of Oxford common stock they own.
Total consideration for the transaction, to be issued upon closing, is comprised of approximately 51.8 million shares of UnitedHealth Group
common stock, valued at approximately $3.4 billion based upon the average of UnitedHealth Group s share closing prices from April 22, 2004
through April 28, 2004, approximately $1.3 billion in cash, and UnitedHealth Group vested common stock options with an estimated fair value
of $285 million to be issued in exchange for Oxford s outstanding vested common stock options.

On February 10, 2004, UnitedHealth Group acquired Mid Atlantic Medical Services, Inc., referred to as MAMSI. Under the terms of the merger
agreement, MAMSI stockholders received 0.82 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock and $18 in cash for each share of MAMSI
common stock they owned. Total consideration issued was approximately $2.7 billion, comprised of 36.4 million shares of UnitedHealth Group
common stock, valued at approximately $1.9 billion based on the average of the closing prices of UnitedHealth Group common stock for two
days before, the day of, and two days following the acquisition announcement date of October 27, 2003, and $800 million in cash. The results of
operations and financial condition of MAMSI have been included in the UnitedHealth Group historical financial statements since the February
10, 2004 acquisition date.

The unaudited pro forma condensed combined financial information gives effect to the acquisitions of Oxford and MAMSI by UnitedHealth
Group as if the acquisitions had occurred on January 1, 2003 for purposes of the pro forma condensed combined statements of operations. The
unaudited pro forma condensed combined financial information gives effect to the acquisition of Oxford by UnitedHealth Group as if the
acquisition had occurred on March 31, 2004 for purposes of the pro forma condensed combined balance sheet as of March 31, 2004.

Under the purchase method of accounting, the total estimated purchase price is allocated to the net tangible and intangible assets of an acquired
entity based on their estimated fair values as of the completion of the transaction. A final determination of these fair values will include
management s consideration of a valuation prepared by an independent valuation specialist. This valuation will be based on the actual net
tangible and intangible assets of the acquired entity that exist as of the closing date of the transaction.

Because this unaudited pro forma condensed combined financial information has been prepared based on preliminary estimates of fair values,
the actual amounts recorded as of the completion of the transaction may differ materially from the information presented in this unaudited pro
forma condensed combined financial information. In addition to the independent valuation, the impact of any integration activities, the timing of
completion of the transaction and other changes in Oxford s net tangible and intangible assets that occur prior to completion of the transaction
could cause material differences from the information presented below.

The unaudited pro forma condensed combined financial information should be read in conjunction with the historical consolidated financial
statements and accompanying notes of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford, included in Annexes D, E, F, G, J and K and made part of this proxy
statement/prospectus, and the summary historical consolidated financial data included elsewhere in this proxy statement/prospectus. All share
and per share amounts have been restated to reflect the UnitedHealth Group two-for-one common stock split that occurred on June 18, 2003. The
unaudited pro forma condensed combined financial information is not intended to represent or be indicative of the consolidated results of
operations or financial condition of UnitedHealth Group that would have been reported had the transactions been completed as of the dates
presented, and should not be taken as representative of the future consolidated results of operations or financial condition of UnitedHealth
Group.
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Pro Forma Condensed Combined Statement of Operations

Three Months Ended March 31, 2004

(Unaudited)

(In millions, except per share amounts)

Revenues

Premiums

Services

Investment and Other Income

Total Revenues

Medical and Operating Costs
Medical Costs

Operating Costs

Depreciation and Amortization

Total Medical and Operating Costs

Earnings From Operations
Interest Expense

Earnings Before Income Taxes
Provision for Income Taxes

Net Earnings

Basic Net Earnings Per Common Share

Diluted Net Earnings Per Common

Share

Basic Weighted-Average Number of

Common Shares Outstanding

Table of Contents

Historical
MAMSI
January 1
(b) to (a) Pro
UnitedHealth  February 10, Reclassification Forma
Group 2004 Oxford Adjustments Adjustments
$7,264 $ 303 $1,384 $ (23) $
789 8 3 2
91 2 24 2)®
8,144 313 1,411 (21) 2)
5,869 235¢) 1,118 (24)
1,317 36 140 3
82 1 7 5@
13@©
7,268 272 1,265 21) 18
876 410 146 (20)
(24 (5) S0
(16)®
(D
852 41w 141 (32)
(298) (14) 54) 11w
$ 554 $ 27w $ 87 $ $ 2D
$ 0.92
$ 0.88
601.0 36.4(0)
(20.0)@

Pro
Forma

Combined

$ 8,928
802
115

9,845

7,198
1,496
108

8,802

1,043
“D

1,002
(355)

$ 647

$ 097

$ 092

669.2
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Diluted Weighted-Average Number of
Common Shares Outstanding 630.0
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36.4(0)

(20.0)©

51.8¢p)
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Pro Forma Condensed Combined Statement of Operations
Year Ended December 31, 2003

(Unaudited)

(In millions, except per share amounts)

Historical
(a) Pro
UnitedHealth Reclassification Forma
Group MAMSI Oxford Adjustments Adjustments
Revenues
Premiums $ 25,448 $ 2,624 $5,339 $ (169) $
Services 3,118 47 12 23
Investment and Other Income 257 17 101 (8)®
Total Revenues 28,823 2,688 5,452 (146) 8)
Medical and Operating Costs
Medical Costs 20,714 2,117 4,242 171)
Operating Costs 4,875 302 577 25
Depreciation and Amortization 299 12 29 19@)
50(6)
Total Medical and Operating Costs 25,888 2,431 4,848 (146) 69
Earnings From Operations 2,935 257 604 7)
Interest Expense 95) (D) (20) 20q)
(66)®
(10)m™
Earnings Before Income Taxes 2,840 256 584 (133)
Provision for Income Taxes (1,015) (90) (232) 4Ty
Net Earnings $ 1,825 $ 166 $ 352 $ $ (86)
Basic Net Earnings Per Common
Share $ 3.10
Diluted Net Earnings Per Common
Share $ 296
Basic Weighted-Average Number of
Common Shares Outstanding 589.0 36.4(0)
51.8¢p)

Table of Contents

Pro
Forma

Combined

$ 33,242
3,200
367

36,809

26,902
5,779
409

33,090

3,719
(172)

3,547

(1,290)

$ 2,257

$ 333

$ 319

677.2
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Diluted Weighted-Average Number
of Common Shares Outstanding 617.0
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Pro Forma Condensed Combined Balance Sheet

As of March 31, 2004

(Unaudited)

(In millions)

Historical
United
Health (s)
Pro Forma
Group Oxford Adjustments
Assets
Current Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents $ 2,714 $ 617 $ 397)®
Short-Term Investments 216 31
Accounts Receivable, Net 873 38
Assets Under Management 1,989
Deferred Income Taxes and Other 652 83
Total Current Assets 6,444 769 (397)
Long-Term Investments 7,249 1,412
Property, Equipment, Capitalized Software and Other Assets, net 1,182 52
Goodwill 5,446 14 (14)®
3,696()
Intangible Assets, net 531 8 (8)
T35 @)
Total Assets $20,852 $2,255 $ 4,012
Liabilities and Shareholders Equity
Current Liabilities
Medical Costs Payable $ 4,664 $ 693 $
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities 1,589 197 15¢)
Other Policy Liabilities 2,074
Short-Term Debt and Current Maturities of Long-Term Debt 150 4 40
Unearned Premiums 662 145
Total Current Liabilities 9,139 1,039 11
Long-Term Debt, less current maturities 2,250 393 (393)®
1,318()e)
Future Policy Benefits for Life and Annuity Contracts 1,614
Deferred Income Taxes and Other Liabilities 622 257 )by
Shareholders Equity
Common Stock 6 1 a "
Additional Paid-In Capital 1,558 776 (776)®

Table of Contents
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Combined

$ 2934
247

911

1,989

735

6,816

8,661
1,234
9,142

1,266

$ 27,119

$ 5357
1,801
2,074

150
807

10,189

3,568

1,614
879

5,200
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Treasury Stock

Unearned Restricted Stock Unit Compensation

Retained Earnings

Accumulated Other Comprehensive Income: Net Unrealized Gains on
Investments, net of tax effects

Total Shareholders Equity

Total Liabilities and Shareholders Equity
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3,642
(816) 816¢)
(16) 16¢)
5,469 859 (859)®
194 19 (19)
7,227 823 2,819
$20,852 $2,255 $ 4,012

5,469

194

10,869

$ 27,119
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Notes to Unaudited Pro Forma Condensed Combined Financial Information

(a) Reflects the reclassification of certain historical MAMSI amounts to conform to financial reporting being used prospectively by the
combined company. While we have conducted preliminary reviews of accounting and financial reporting policy differences relating to
Oxford, this review is ongoing and will continue throughout the merger process. As such, additional reclassifications or pro forma
adjustments may be identified.

(b) The MAMSI acquisition closed on February 10, 2004. The pro forma condensed combined balance sheet as of March 31, 2004 includes
the effects of the MAMSI acquisition in the UnitedHealth Group historical information. The pro forma condensed combined statement of
operations for the three months ended March 31, 2004 includes MAMSI s results of operations from February 11, 2004 to March 31, 2004
in the UnitedHealth Group historical information. This acquisition resulted in the issuance of UnitedHealth Group common stock and cash
based upon the exchange ratio of 0.82 share of UnitedHealth Group common stock and $18 of cash for each outstanding share of MAMSI
common stock. The average market price per share of UnitedHealth Group common stock of $53.05 was based upon the average of the
closing prices for a range of trading days (October 23, 2003 through October 29, 2003) around the announcement date (October 27, 2003)
of the transaction. This resulted in an estimated purchase price of $2,745 million ($1,932 million in stock, $800 million in cash and $13
million of estimated transaction costs) as follows (in millions, except per share amounts):

Stock Consideration

UnitedHealth Group average market price per share (measured as described above) $53.05

Exchange ratio 0.82

Equivalent per share consideration $43.50

Outstanding shares of MAMSI 44.41

Fair value of UnitedHealth Group shares issued $1,932
Cash Consideration

Per share cash consideration $ 18.00

Outstanding shares of MAMSI 44.41

Cash paid 800
Estimated transaction costs 13
Purchase price $2,745

The MAMSI purchase price of $2,745 million has been preliminarily allocated to acquired tangible assets and liabilities based upon their
estimated fair values as of the acquisition date. The estimated excess purchase price has been preliminarily allocated as detailed below (in
millions):

Purchase price $2,745
Net tangible assets at acquisition date (655)
Total excess purchase price 2,090
Estimated finite-lived intangibles (360)
Deferred tax liability for finite-lived intangibles 126
Estimated goodwill $ 1,856
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The unaudited pro forma condensed combined financial information gives effect to the Oxford acquisition, which was announced on April
26, 2004. This acquisition gives effect to the expected issuance of UnitedHealth Group common stock and cash based upon the exchange
ratio of 0.6357 share of UnitedHealth
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Group common stock and $16.17 of cash for each outstanding share of Oxford common stock. The average market price per share of
UnitedHealth Group common stock of $64.78 is based upon the average of the closing prices for a range of trading days (April 22, 2004
through April 28, 2004) around the announcement date (April 26, 2004) of the transaction. This results in an estimated purchase price of
$4,975 million ($3,357 million in stock, $1,318 million in cash, $285 million for the estimated fair value of UnitedHealth Group vested
common stock options issued in exchange for outstanding Oxford vested common stock options and $15 million of estimated transaction
costs) as follows (in millions, except per share amounts):

Stock Consideration

UnitedHealth Group average market price per share (measured as described above) $ 64.78

Exchange ratio 0.6357

Equivalent per share consideration $ 41.18

Outstanding shares of Oxford 81.52

Fair value of UnitedHealth Group shares to be issued $3,357
Converted Stock Options

Estimated UnitedHealth Group vested stock options to be issued 8.14

Estimated fair value of stock options to be issued $ 35

Estimated fair value of stock options to be issued 285
Total estimated fair value of equity instruments to be issued 3,642

Cash Consideration

Per share cash consideration $ 16.17
Outstanding shares of Oxford 81.52
Cash to be paid 1,318
Estimated transaction costs 15
Estimated purchase price $4,975

The estimated Oxford purchase price of $4,975 million has been preliminarily allocated to acquired tangible assets and liabilities based upon
their estimated fair values as of March 31, 2004. The estimated excess purchase price has been preliminarily allocated as detailed below (in
millions):

Estimated purchase price $4,975
Net tangible assets Oxford March 31, 2004 balance sheet (801)
Total excess purchase price 4,174
Estimated finite-lived intangibles (735)
Deferred tax liability for finite-lived intangibles 257
Estimated goodwill $ 3,696

(d) Finite-lived intangible assets relating to the MAMSI acquisition have been initially recorded in the UnitedHealth Group historical
information at $360 million and consist mainly of membership lists, provider networks and non-compete agreements. The estimated
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weighted average useful life is approximately 19 years and the estimated annual amortization expense is approximately $19 million.

Finite-lived intangible assets relating to the Oxford acquisition have been estimated at approximately $735 million, consisting mainly of
membership lists, provider networks and non-compete agreements. The estimated weighted average useful life is approximately 15 years
and the estimated annual amortization expense is approximately $50 million.
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Represents an accrual of $15 million for transaction costs as a result of the merger.

Represents the borrowing of the cash to be paid as consideration in the Oxford transaction as detailed in note (c).

Represents the deferred tax liability established for the book and tax basis difference of finite-lived intangible assets, which are
amortizable for book purposes but not for tax.

Represents the elimination of Oxford s equity accounts and goodwill and intangible asset accounts.

Represents the issuance of UnitedHealth Group stock and stock options as consideration paid in the Oxford transaction as detailed in note

(c).

Represents the estimated interest expense associated with borrowing the $1,318 million cash to be paid as consideration in the Oxford
transaction. The interest rate is based on the issuance of five- to ten-year fixed-rate debt and our estimated current borrowing rate of
approximately 5.0% for such debt.

Represents the payoff of the Oxford debt of $397 million at closing and the corresponding estimated reduction in interest expense and
interest income. The effective interest rate used for the investment interest income was 2.0% based upon estimated current interest rates on
Oxford s short term investments.

Represents the estimated interest expense associated with borrowing the $800 million cash paid as consideration in the MAMSI
transaction. The interest expense is based on the issuance of $500 million of five- to ten-year floating-rate debt and $300 million of
commercial paper at an estimated weighted average interest rate of approximately 1.3%. The impact on interest expense of a 1/8%
change in interest rates would be $1 million. For the March 31, 2004 pro forma condensed combined statement of operations, the
estimated interest expense is for the period January 1, 2004 to February 10, 2004 since interest expense for the remaining period
during the quarter is reflected in the UnitedHealth Group historical information.

Represents the pro forma tax effect of the MAMSI and Oxford pro forma adjustments based upon the statutory federal income tax rate of
35%.

Represents the increase in weighted average shares outstanding from the MAMSI acquisition based on the issuance of 36.4 million shares
of UnitedHealth Group common stock at the beginning of the period presented. In the March 31, 2004 pro forma condensed combined
statement of operations, this is partially offset by 20.0 million in weighted average shares outstanding that had been included in the
UnitedHealth Group historical information since the 36.4 million shares were issued during that period. The 20.0 million represents the pro
rata portion of the quarter ended March 31, 2004 that the shares were outstanding.

Represents the increase in weighted average shares outstanding from the Oxford acquisition based on assuming the issuance of 51.8
million shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock at the beginning of the period presented. The share issuance is based upon the 81.5
million outstanding shares of Oxford stock multiplied by the 0.6357 exchange ratio as detailed in note (c).

Represents the estimated common stock equivalents related to the issuance of 8.14 million vested options to purchase shares of
UnitedHealth Group common stock in exchange for the outstanding options to purchase shares of Oxford common stock at March
31, 2004 as detailed in note (c). This was calculated using the Treasury Stock method under FAS No. 128 and using a $33.39
average exercise price and $64.78 average common stock fair value.
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(r) Includes favorable development of the December 31, 2003 medical cost payable estimates of approximately $7 million ($5 million net of
tax).

(s) For comparison purposes, investments available for sale at fair value have been reclassified between short and long term investments based
on final maturities.
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UNAUDITED COMPARATIVE PER SHARE DATA

In the following table, UnitedHealth Group and Oxford provide you with historical and unaudited pro forma combined per share data, after
giving effect to the merger and the issuance of 0.6357 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock and the payment of $16.17 in cash in
exchange for each share of Oxford common stock. This data should be read along with the selected consolidated historical financial data and the
historical financial statements of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford and the notes thereto that are included in Annexes D and J and attached hereto
and made part hereof. The pro forma information is presented for illustrative purposes only. You should not rely on the pro forma financial
information as an indication of the combined financial position or results of operations of future periods or the results that actually would have
been realized had the entities been a single entity during the periods presented. The Oxford equivalent pro forma combined per share data is
calculated by multiplying the pro forma combined UnitedHealth Group common stock per share amounts by the exchange ratio of 0.6357.

As of or For the As of or For the
Year Ended Three Months
December 31, Ended March 31,
2003 2004
UnitedHealth Group Historical Per Share of Common Stock:
Basic Net Earnings Per Share of Common Stock $ 3.10 $ 0.92
Diluted Net Earnings Per Share of Common Stock $ 2.96 $ 0.88
Book Value Per Share of Common Stock $ 8.80 $ 11.77
Cash Dividends Per Share of Common Stock $ 0.015 $ 0.03
Oxford Historical Per Share of Common Stock:
Basic Net Earnings Per Share of Common Stock $ 4.26 $ 1.07
Diluted Net Earnings Per Share of Common Stock $ 4.15 $ 1.03
Book Value Per Share of Common Stock $ 8.95 $ 10.10
Cash Dividends Per Share of Common Stock $ 0.10 $ 0.10
Pro Forma Combined Per Share of UnitedHealth Group Common Stock:
Basic Net Earnings Per Share of Common Stock $ 3.33 $ 0.97
Diluted Net Earnings Per Share of Common Stock $ 3.19 $ 0.92
Book Value Per Share of Common Stock n/a $ 16.32
Cash Dividends Per Share of Common Stock n/a $ 0.03
Pro Forma Combined Per Share of Oxford Equivalent Common Stock:
Basic Net Earnings Per Share of Common Stock $ 2.12 $ 0.62
Diluted Net Earnings Per Share of Common Stock $ 2.03 $ 0.59
Book Value Per Share of Common Stock n/a $ 10.38
Cash Dividends Per Share of Common Stock n/a $ 0.019
25
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RISK FACTORS

Before you vote for adoption of the merger agreement, you should carefully consider the risks described below in addition to the other
information contained in this proxy statement/prospectus, including the section entitled Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking
Statements beginning on page 36. By voting in favor of the merger, you will be choosing to invest in UnitedHealth Group common stock. The
risks and uncertainties described below are not the only ones facing UnitedHealth Group. If any of the following risks actually occur,
UnitedHealth Group s business, financial condition or results of operations could be materially adversely affected, the value of UnitedHealth
Group s common stock could decline and you may lose all or part of your investment.

Risks Associated with the Merger

The anticipated benefits of acquiring Oxford may not be realized.

UnitedHealth Group and Oxford entered into the merger agreement with the expectation that the merger will result in various benefits including,
among other things, benefits relating to enhanced revenues, a strengthened market position for UnitedHealth Group in the tri-state area, cross
selling opportunities, technology, cost savings and operating efficiencies. Achieving the anticipated benefits of the merger is subject to a number
of uncertainties, including whether UnitedHealth Group integrates Oxford in an efficient and effective manner, and general competitive factors
in the marketplace. Failure to achieve these anticipated benefits could result in increased costs, decreases in the amount of expected revenues
and diversion of management s time and energy and could materially impact UnitedHealth Group s business, financial condition and operating
results.

UnitedHealth Group may have difficulty integrating Oxford and may incur substantial costs in connection with the integration.

UnitedHealth Group has acquired approximately 45 businesses over the last six years. Although UnitedHealth Group has not experienced any
material unanticipated difficulties or expenses in connection with integrating these acquisitions, the possibility exists that such difficulties or
expenses could be experienced in connection with the merger, especially given the relatively large size of the merger. The time and expense
associated with converting the businesses of the combined company to a common platform and negotiating amended or new contracts with
physicians, other health care professionals and facilities, as well as other service providers may exceed management s expectations and limit or
delay the intended benefits of the transaction. Similarly, the process of combining sales and marketing and network management forces,
consolidating administrative functions, and coordinating product and service offerings can take longer, cost more, and provide fewer benefits
than initially projected. To the extent any of these events occurs, the benefits of the transaction may be reduced, at least for a period of time.

Integrating Oxford will be a complex, time-consuming and expensive process. Before the merger, UnitedHealth Group and Oxford operated
independently, each with its own business, products, customers, employees, culture and systems.

UnitedHealth Group may face substantial difficulties, costs and delays in integrating Oxford. These factors may include:
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potential difficulty in leveraging the value of the separate technologies of the combined company;

perceived adverse changes in product offerings available to customers or customer service standards, whether or not these changes do,
in fact, occur;

managing customer and provider overlap and potential pricing conflicts;

costs and delays in implementing common systems and procedures;
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potential charges to earnings resulting from the application of purchase accounting to the transaction;

difficulty comparing financial reports due to differing management systems;

diversion of management resources from the business of the combined company;

the retention of existing customers of each company;

reduction or loss of customer orders due to the potential for market confusion, hesitation and delay;

retaining and integrating management and other key employees of the combined company; and

coordinating infrastructure operations in an effective and efficient manner.

After the merger, we may seek to combine certain operations and functions using common information and communication systems, operating
procedures, financial controls and human resource practices, including training, professional development and benefit programs. We may be
unsuccessful in implementing the integration of these systems and processes. UnitedHealth Group operates in all fifty states as well as
internationally and conducts business through four related but distinct business segments. UnitedHealth Group employs approximately 37,000
people. For its fiscal year 2003, UnitedHealth Group s revenues were approximately $28.8 billion. By contrast, Oxford s operations are
concentrated in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. While the companies believe they share similar cultural characteristics and
philosophies, the differences in size and scope of operations may affect the companies management processes.

Any one or all of these factors may cause increased operating costs, worse than anticipated financial performance or the loss of customers and
employees. Many of these factors are also outside the control of either company.

We must obtain several governmental consents to complete the merger, which, if delayed, not granted or granted with unacceptable conditions
may jeopardize or postpone the merger, result in additional expense or reduce the anticipated benefits of the transaction.

We must obtain specified approvals and consents in a timely manner from federal and state agencies prior to the completion of the merger. If we
do not receive these approvals on terms that satisfy the merger agreement, then we will not be obligated to complete the merger. The
governmental agencies from which we seek approvals have broad discretion in administering relevant laws and regulations. As a condition to
approval of the merger, agencies may impose requirements, limitations or costs that could negatively affect the way the combined companies
conduct business. UnitedHealth Group is not obligated to complete the merger if an agency imposes a requirement, limitation or additional cost
that would reasonably be likely to have a material adverse effect on Oxford or UnitedHealth Group (measuring such effect on UnitedHealth
Group at the level of what would be material to Oxford) or that would materially impair the benefits sought to be derived by UnitedHealth
Group from the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, including the merger. If UnitedHealth Group decides to agree to any
material requirements, limitations or costs in order to obtain any approvals required to complete the merger, these requirements, limitations or
additional costs could adversely affect UnitedHealth Group s ability to integrate the business of Oxford or reduce the anticipated benefits of the
merger. The merger is subject to the requirements of the HSR Act, which prevents certain acquisitions from being completed until required
information and materials are furnished to the Antitrust Division of the DOJ and the FTC and certain waiting periods are terminated or expire.
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UnitedHealth Group is required to file acquisition of control and other transaction-related filings for approval with the New York, California,
New Jersey and Connecticut Insurance Departments as well as filings with the Department of Health in New York and the Department of Health
and Senior Services of New Jersey. If such approvals are not obtained, neither UnitedHealth Group nor Oxford will be obligated to complete the
merger.
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No material commercial third party consents or approvals are required in connection with the proposed transaction.

The value of the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock that Oxford stockholders receive in the merger will vary as a result of the fixed
exchange ratio and fluctuations in the price of UnitedHealth Group s common stock.

At the effective time of the merger, each outstanding share of Oxford common stock will be converted into the right to receive 0.6357 shares of
UnitedHealth Group common stock and $16.17 in cash. The ratio at which the shares will be converted is fixed and any changes in the price of
UnitedHealth Group common stock will affect the value of the consideration that Oxford stockholders receive in the merger such that if the price
of UnitedHealth Group common stock declines prior to completion of the merger, the value of the merger consideration to be received by
Oxford stockholders will decrease. Stock price variations could be the result of changes in the business, operations or prospects of UnitedHealth
Group, Oxford or the combined company, market assessments of the likelihood that the merger will be completed within the anticipated time or
at all, general market and economic conditions and other factors which are beyond the control of UnitedHealth Group or Oxford. Recent market
prices of UnitedHealth Group common stock and Oxford common stock are set forth on page 16 under the heading Market Price and Dividend
Information.

We encourage Oxford stockholders to obtain current market quotations for UnitedHealth Group common stock and Oxford common stock. The
price of UnitedHealth Group common stock and Oxford common stock at the effective time of the merger may vary from their prices on the date
of this proxy statement/prospectus and at the time of the special meeting. The historical prices of UnitedHealth Group s common stock and
Oxford s common stock included in this proxy statement/prospectus are not indicative of their prices on the date the merger is effective. The
future market prices of UnitedHealth Group common stock and Oxford common stock cannot be guaranteed or predicted.

The merger may result in a loss of customers and partners.

Some customers may seek alternative sources of product and/or service after the announcement of the merger due to, among other reasons, a
desire not to do business with the combined company or perceived concerns that the combined company may not continue to support and
develop certain product lines. The combined company could experience some customer attrition by reason of announcement of the merger or
after the merger. Difficulties in combining operations could also result in the loss of partners and potential disputes or litigation with customers,
partners or others. Any steps by management to counter such potential increased customer or partner attrition may not be effective. Failure by
management to control attrition could result in worse than anticipated financial performance.

If the conditions to the merger are not met, the merger may not occur.

Specified conditions set forth in the merger agreement must be satisfied or waived to complete the merger. For a more complete discussion of

the conditions to the merger, please see The Merger Agreement Conditions to the Merger beginning on page 83. If the conditions are not satisfied
or waived, to the extent permitted by law or stock exchange rule, the merger will not occur or will be delayed, and each of UnitedHealth Group

and Oxford may lose some or all of the intended benefits of the merger. The following conditions, in addition to other customary closing

conditions, must be satisfied or waived, if permissible, before UnitedHealth Group and Oxford are obligated to complete the merger:
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the merger agreement must be adopted by the holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of Oxford common stock as of the record
date;

the waiting period (and any extension thereof) applicable to the merger pursuant to the HSR Act, or any other applicable competition,
merger, antitrust or similar law shall have expired or been terminated;
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specified governmental consents and approvals shall have been obtained and be in full force and effect; and

there shall be no temporary restraining order, preliminary or permanent injunction or other order or decree issued by any court of
competent jurisdiction or other statute, law, rule, legal restraint or prohibition in effect preventing the consummation of the merger.

In addition, the obligations of UnitedHealth Group and Ruby Acquisition to complete the merger are subject to the satisfaction or waiver to the
extent permitted by law or stock exchange rule, of each of the following conditions specified in the merger agreement:

there shall be no litigation or other proceeding by a governmental entity pending or threatened seeking (1) to challenge or restrain the
consummation of the merger, (2) to prohibit or limit the ownership or operation of Oxford by UnitedHealth Group (including by
requiring disposal of assets or requiring maintenance of operations), or (3) damages, which in the case of (2) or (3) would reasonably
be likely to (A) have a material adverse effect on Oxford or UnitedHealth Group (measuring such effect on UnitedHealth Group at the
level of what would be material to Oxford) or (B) materially impair the benefits sought to be derived by UnitedHealth Group from the
transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, including the merger;

there shall be no legal restraint in effect which would reasonably be likely to have any of the effects set forth in (1) through (3) of the
above bullet point; and

specified governmental consents, including State Department of Health and/or State Department of Insurance approvals, must have
been obtained without conditions which would reasonably be likely to (1) have a material adverse effect on Oxford or UnitedHealth
Group (measuring such effect on UnitedHealth Group at the level of what would be material to Oxford) or (2) materially impair the
benefits sought to be derived by UnitedHealth Group from the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, including the
merger.

UnitedHealth Group and Oxford may waive one or more of the conditions to the merger without resoliciting stockholder approval for the
merger.

Each of the conditions to UnitedHealth Group s and Oxford s obligations to complete the merger may be waived, in whole or in part, to the extent
permitted by applicable law, by agreement of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford if the condition is a condition to both UnitedHealth Group s and
Oxford s obligations to complete the merger, or by the party for which such condition is a condition of its obligation to complete the merger. The
boards of directors of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford will evaluate the materiality of any such waiver to determine whether amendment of this
proxy statement/prospectus and resolicitation of proxies is necessary. However, UnitedHealth Group and Oxford generally do not expect any

such waiver to be significant enough to require resolicitation of stockholders. In the event that any such waiver is not determined to be

significant enough to require resolicitation of stockholders, the companies will have the discretion to complete the merger without seeking

further stockholder approval. UnitedHealth Group and Oxford have agreed, however, that neither party shall waive the condition regarding the
receipt of the opinion of its tax counsel following the adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford stockholders unless further stockholder
approval is obtained with appropriate disclosure.

Some directors and executive officers of Oxford have interests that differ from those of Oxford stockholders in recommending that Oxford
stockholders vote in favor of adoption of the merger agreement.

Certain executive officers and directors of Oxford have interests in the merger that are different from and in addition to the interests of Oxford
stockholders generally. Messrs. Charles Berg, Steven Black, Paul Conlin, Kevin Hill, Kurt Thompson and Dr. Alan Muney have entered into
employment agreements with UnitedHealth Group that become effective upon completion of the merger with certain provisions effective upon
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the merger agreement which thereby become void if the merger is not completed. These agreements generally provide for each executive officer
to receive a lump sum payment in an amount equal to the cash severance he would have received under his existing employment agreement if
his employment had been constructively terminated following a change in control of Oxford and an initial grant of stock options on completion
of the merger. Mr. Berg s agreement also provides for a grant of stock options on each anniversary of the completion of the merger subject to
continued employment. Also, in connection with the merger, Mr. Daniel Gregoire s existing employment agreement with Oxford was amended.
This amendment generally provides that Mr. Gregoire will not be terminated by Oxford for the 12 months following the date of completion of
the merger and that he will receive, on the date the merger is consummated, a lump sum payment equal to the cash severance he would have
received if his employment had been terminated without cause or by reason of a constructive termination following a change in control of
Oxford. In addition, either the adoption by Oxford s stockholders of the merger agreement or the completion of the merger will result in the
accelerated vesting of stock options (except options granted pursuant to the 1991 Non-employee Director Stock Option Plan or which have been
or will be granted to employees after April 26, 2004 but before completion of the merger) that have been granted under Oxford s equity
compensation plans to employees, executive officers and directors. Restricted stock units held by Oxford s executive officers will also vest
immediately prior to the merger.

UnitedHealth Group also agreed in the merger agreement to indemnify and provide liability insurance to Oxford s officers and directors. The
directors of Oxford knew about these additional interests and considered them when they approved the merger.

Such interests may influence directors in making their recommendation that you vote in favor of the merger agreement and officers in supporting
the merger. For more information about these interests, please see Interests of Certain Persons in the Merger beginning on page 66.

The value of the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock that Oxford stockholders receive in the merger, as well as the percentage of the
outstanding shares of capital stock of UnitedHealth Group held by Oxford stockholders following the merger, may decline as a result of
additional acquisitions by UnitedHealth Group in the future.

UnitedHealth Group may, as part of its business strategy, pursue additional acquisitions of companies or businesses. Any acquisition strategy is
subject to inherent risk and UnitedHealth Group cannot guarantee that it will be able to complete any acquisition, including the ability to identify
potential partners, successfully negotiate economically beneficial terms, successfully integrate such business, retain its key employees and
achieve the anticipated revenue, cost benefits or synergies. For example, in February 2004 UnitedHealth Group completed its acquisition of
MAMSI for approximately $800 million in cash and $1.9 billion in UnitedHealth Group common stock. UnitedHealth Group may be unable to
integrate MAMSI s personnel and culture, employee benefits, products, distribution channel, supplier relationships and information technology
into the larger UnitedHealth Group organization. Additionally, UnitedHealth Group may issue additional shares of UnitedHealth Group common
stock in connection with any future acquisition which could dilute the holdings of UnitedHealth Group common stock by former Oxford
stockholders.

Risks Related to UnitedHealth Group s Business

UnitedHealth Group must effectively manage its health care costs.

Under risk-based product arrangements, UnitedHealth Group assumes the risk of both medical and administrative costs for its customers in

return for a monthly premium. Premium revenues from risk-based products (excluding AARP) comprise approximately 75% of UnitedHealth
Group s total consolidated revenues. UnitedHealth Group uses approximately 80% to 85% of its premium revenues to pay the costs of health care
services delivered to its customers. The profitability of UnitedHealth Group s risk-based products depends in large part on its ability to predict
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costs are affected by the number of individual services rendered and the cost of each service. UnitedHealth Group s premium revenue is typically
fixed in price for a 12-month period and is generally priced one to four months before contract commencement. Services are delivered and
related costs are incurred when the contract commences. Although UnitedHealth Group bases the premiums it charges on its estimate of future
health care costs over the fixed premium period, inflation, regulations and other factors may cause actual costs to exceed what was estimated and
reflected in premiums. These factors may include increased use of services, increased cost of individual services, catastrophes, epidemics, the
introduction of new or costly treatments, new mandated benefits or other regulatory changes, insured population characteristics and seasonal
changes in the level of health care use. Relatively small differences between predicted and actual medical costs as a percentage of premium
revenues can result in significant changes in UnitedHealth Group s financial results. For example, if medical costs increased by an additional one
percent for UnitedHealthcare s commercial insured products, UnitedHealth Group s annual net earnings for 2003 would have been reduced by
approximately $75 million. In addition, the financial results UnitedHealth Group reports for any particular period include estimates of costs
incurred for which the underlying claims have not been received by UnitedHealth Group or for which the claims have been received but not
processed. If these estimates prove too high or too low, the effect of the change would be included in future results.

UnitedHealth Group faces intense competition in many of its markets and customers have flexibility in moving between competitors.

UnitedHealth Group s businesses compete throughout the United States and face significant competition in all of the geographic markets in
which they operate. For UnitedHealth Group s Uniprise and Health Care Services businesses, competitors include Aetna, Anthem, Cigna,
Coventry, Humana, PacifiCare, WellPoint, numerous for profit and not for profit organizations operating under licenses from the Blue Cross
Blue Shield Association and other enterprises concentrated in more limited geographic areas. UnitedHealth Group s Specialized Care Services
and Ingenix business segments also compete with a number of businesses. Moreover, UnitedHealth Group believes the barriers to entry in many
markets are not substantial, so the addition of new competitors can occur relatively easily, and customers enjoy significant flexibility in moving
to competitors. These competitors in particular markets may have capabilities that give them a competitive advantage. Greater market share,
established reputation, superior supplier arrangements, existing business relationships, and other factors all can provide a competitive advantage.
In addition, significant merger and acquisition activity has occurred in the industries in which UnitedHealth Group operates, both as to its
competitors and suppliers to these industries. This level of consolidation makes it more difficult for UnitedHealth Group to retain or increase
customers, to improve the terms on which it does business with its suppliers, and to maintain or advance its profitability.

UnitedHealth Group s relationship with AARP is significant to its Ovations business.

Under UnitedHealth Group s 10-year contract with AARP which was initiated in 1998, UnitedHealth Group provides Medicare Supplement and
Hospital Indemnity health insurance and other products to AARP members. As of March 31, 2004, UnitedHealth Group s portion of AARP s
insurance program represented approximately $4.1 billion in annual net premium revenue from approximately 3.8 million AARP members.
UnitedHealth Group s AARP contract may be terminated early by UnitedHealth Group or AARP under certain circumstances, including a
material breach by either party, insolvency of either party, a material adverse change in the financial condition of either party, and by mutual
agreement. The success of UnitedHealth Group s AARP arrangement depends, in part, on UnitedHealth Group s ability to service AARP and its
members, develop additional products and services, price the products and services competitively, and respond effectively to federal and state
regulatory changes. Additionally, events that adversely affect AARP or one of its other business partners for its member insurance program
could have an adverse effect on the success of UnitedHealth Group s arrangement with AARP. For example, if consumers were dissatisfied with
the products AARP offered or its reputation, if federal legislation limited opportunities in the Medicare market, or if the services provided by
AARP s other business partners were unacceptable, UnitedHealth Group s business could be adversely affected.
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The effects of the new Medicare reform legislation on UnitedHealth Group s business are uncertain.

Recently enacted Medicare reform legislation is complex and wide-ranging. There are numerous provisions in the legislation that will influence
UnitedHealth Group s business, although at this early stage, it is difficult to predict the extent to which UnitedHealth Group s businesses will be
affected. While uncertain as to impact, UnitedHealth Group believes the increased funding provided in the legislation will intensify competition
in the seniors health services market.

UnitedHealth Group s business is subject to intense government scrutiny and UnitedHealth Group must respond quickly and appropriately to
frequent changes in government regulations.

UnitedHealth Group s business is regulated at the federal, state, local and international levels. The laws and rules governing UnitedHealth Group s
business and interpretations of those laws and rules are subject to frequent change. Broad latitude is given to the agencies administering those
regulations. Existing or future laws and rules could force UnitedHealth Group to change how it does business, restrict revenue and enrollment
growth, increase its health care and administrative costs and capital requirements, and increase its liability in federal and state courts for

coverage determinations, contract interpretation and other actions. UnitedHealth Group must obtain and maintain regulatory approvals to market
many of its products, to increase prices for certain regulated products and to consummate its acquisitions and dispositions. Delays in obtaining or
UnitedHealth Group s failure to obtain or maintain these approvals could reduce its revenue or increase its costs.

UnitedHealth Group participates in federal, state and local government health care coverage programs. These programs generally are subject to
frequent change, including changes that may reduce the number of persons enrolled or eligible, reduce the amount of reimbursement or payment
levels, or increase UnitedHealth Group s administrative or health care costs under such programs. Such changes have adversely affected
UnitedHealth Group s financial results and willingness to participate in such programs in the past and may do so in the future.

State legislatures and Congress continue to focus on health care issues. Legislative and regulatory proposals at state and federal levels may affect
certain aspects of UnitedHealth Group s business, including contracting with physicians, hospitals and other health care professionals; physician
reimbursement methods and payment rates; coverage determinations; claim payments and processing; use and maintenance of individually
identifiable health information; medical malpractice litigation; and government-sponsored programs. UnitedHealth Group cannot predict if any

of these initiatives will ultimately become binding law or regulation, or, if enacted, what their terms will be, but their enactment could increase
UnitedHealth Group s costs, expose it to expanded liability, require it to revise the ways in which it conducts business or put it at risk for a loss of
business.

UnitedHealth Group is also subject to various governmental investigations, audits and reviews. Such oversight could result in UnitedHealth
Group s loss of licensure or it right to participate in certain programs, or the imposition of civil or criminal fines, penalties and other sanctions. In
addition, disclosure of any adverse investigation or audit results or sanctions could damage UnitedHealth Group s reputation in various markets
and make it more difficult for it to sell its products and services. UnitedHealth Group is currently involved in various governmental
investigations, audits and reviews. These include routine, regular and special investigations, audits and reviews by the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, state insurance and health and welfare departments, and state attorneys general, the Office of Personnel Management, the
Office of the Inspector General and U.S. Attorneys. The results of pending matters are always uncertain.

UnitedHealth Group is dependent on its relationships with physicians, hospitals and other health care providers.
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are advocating for legislation that would exempt certain of these physicians and health care professionals from federal and state antitrust laws. In
any particular market, these physicians and health care professionals could refuse to contract, demand higher payments, or take other actions that
could result in higher health care costs, less desirable products for customers or difficulty meeting regulatory or accreditation requirements. In
some markets, certain health care providers, particularly hospitals, physician/hospital organizations or multi-specialty physician groups, may
have significant market positions or near monopolies that could result in diminished bargaining power on UnitedHealth Group s part.

The nature of UnitedHealth Group s business exposes it to significant litigation risks and its insurance coverage may not be sufficient to cover
some of the costs associated with litigation.

Sometimes UnitedHealth Group becomes a party to the types of legal actions that can affect any business, such as employment and employment
discrimination-related suits, employee benefit claims, breach of contract actions, tort claims, shareholder suits, and intellectual property-related
litigation. In addition, because of the nature of UnitedHealth Group s businesses, it is routinely made party to a variety of legal actions related to
the design, management and offerings of its services. These matters include, but are not limited to, claims related to health care benefits
coverage, medical malpractice actions, contract disputes and claims related to disclosure of certain business practices. In 1999, a number of class
action lawsuits were filed against UnitedHealth Group and virtually all major entities in the health benefits business. The suits are purported
class actions on behalf of physicians for alleged breaches of federal statutes, including ERISA and the Racketeer Influenced Corrupt
Organization Act. Although the expenses which UnitedHealth Group has incurred to date in defending the 1999 class action have not been
material to its business, it will continue to incur expenses in the defense of the 1999 class action litigation and other matters, even if they are
without merit.

Following the events of September 11, 2001, the cost of business insurance coverage has increased significantly. As a result, UnitedHealth
Group has increased the amount of risk that it self-insures, particularly with respect to matters incidental to its business. UnitedHealth Group
believes that it is adequately insured for claims in excess of its self-insurance, however, certain types of damages, such as punitive damages, are
not covered by insurance. UnitedHealth Group records liabilities for its estimates of the probable costs resulting from self-insured matters.
Although UnitedHealth Group believes the liabilities established for these risks are adequate, it is possible that the level of actual losses may
exceed the liabilities recorded.

UnitedHealth Group s businesses depend significantly on effective information systems and the integrity of the data it uses to run these
businesses.

UnitedHealth Group s ability to adequately price its products and services, provide effective and efficient service to its customers, and to
accurately report its financial results depends significantly on the integrity of the data in UnitedHealth Group s information systems. As a result
of UnitedHealth Group s acquisition activities, it has acquired additional systems. UnitedHealth Group has been taking steps to reduce the
number of systems it operates and has upgraded and expanded its information systems capabilities. If the information UnitedHealth Group relies
upon to run its businesses was found to be inaccurate or unreliable or if it fails to maintain effectively its information systems and data integrity,
it could lose existing customers, have difficulty in attracting new customers, have problems in determining medical cost estimates and
establishing appropriate pricing, have customer and physician and other health care provider disputes, have regulatory problems, have increases
in operating expenses or suffer other adverse consequences.

UnitedHealth Group depends on independent third parties, such as IBM, Unisys and Medco Health Solutions, Inc., with whom it has entered into
agreements, for significant portions of its data center operations and pharmacy benefits management and processing. Even though UnitedHealth
Group has appropriate provisions in its agreements with IBM, Unisys and Medco, including provisions with respect to specific performance
standards, covenants, warranties, audit rights, indemnification, and other provisions, UnitedHealth Group s dependence on these third parties
makes its operations vulnerable to their failure to perform adequately under the

Table of Contents 72



Table of Contents

Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

33

73



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

contracts, due to internal or external factors. Although there are a limited number of service organizations with the size, scale and capabilities to
effectively provide certain of these services, especially with regard to pharmacy benefits processing, UnitedHealth Group believes that other
organizations could provide similar services on comparable terms. A change in service providers, however, could result in a decline in service
quality and effectiveness or less favorable contract terms.

Business acquisitions may increase costs, liabilities, or create disruptions in UnitedHealth Group s business.

UnitedHealth Group has recently completed several business acquisitions. UnitedHealth Group reviews the records of companies it plans to
acquire, however, even an in-depth review of records may not reveal existing or potential problems or permit UnitedHealth Group to become
familiar enough with a business to assess fully its capabilities and deficiencies. As a result, UnitedHealth Group may assume unanticipated
liabilities, or an acquisition may not perform as well as expected. UnitedHealth Group faces the risk that the returns on acquisitions will not
support the expenditures or indebtedness incurred to acquire such businesses, or the capital expenditures needed to develop such businesses.
UnitedHealth Group also faces the risk that it will not be able to integrate acquisitions into its existing operations effectively. Integration may be
hindered by, among other things, differing procedures, business practices and technology systems.

UnitedHealth Group must comply with emerging restrictions on patient privacy, including taking steps to ensure compliance by its business
associates who obtain access to sensitive patient information when providing services to UnitedHealth Group.

The use of individually identifiable data by UnitedHealth Group s businesses is regulated at international, federal and state levels. These laws and
rules are changed frequently by legislation or administrative interpretation. Varying state laws address the use and maintenance of individually
identifiable health data. Most are derived from the privacy provisions in the federal Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act and HIPAA. HIPAA also imposes
guidelines on UnitedHealth Group s business associates (as this term is defined in the HIPAA regulations). Even though UnitedHealth Group
provides for appropriate protections through its contracts with its business associates, it still has limited control over their actions and practices.
Compliance with emerging proposals and new regulations may result in cost increases due to necessary systems changes, the development of

new administrative processes, and the effects of potential noncompliance by UnitedHealth Group s business associates. They also may impose
further restrictions on UnitedHealth Group s use of patient identifiable data that is housed in one or more of UnitedHealth Group s administrative
databases.

UnitedHealth Group s knowledge and information-related businesses depend significantly on maintaining proprietary rights to its databases
and related products.

UnitedHealth Group relies on its agreements with customers, confidentiality agreements with employees, and its trade secrets, copyrights and
patents to protect its proprietary rights. These legal protections and precautions may not prevent misappropriation of its proprietary information.
In addition, substantial litigation regarding intellectual property rights exists in the software industry, and UnitedHealth Group expects software
products to be increasingly subject to third-party infringement claims as the number of products and competitors in this industry segment grows.
Such litigation and misappropriation of UnitedHealth Group s proprietary information could hinder its ability to market and sell products and
services.

The effects of the war on terror and future terrorist attacks could have a severe impact on the health care industry.
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The terrorist attacks launched on September 11, 2001, the war on terrorism, the threat of future acts of terrorism and the related concerns of
customers and providers have negatively affected, and may continue to negatively affect, the U.S. economy in general and UnitedHealth Group s
industry specifically. Depending on the
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government s actions and the responsiveness of public health agencies and insurance companies, future acts of terrorism and bio-terrorism could
lead to, among other things, increased use of health care services including, without limitation, hospital and physician services; loss of
membership in health plans UnitedHealth Group administers as a result of lay-offs or other reductions of employment; adverse effects upon the
financial condition or business of employers who sponsor health care coverage for their employees; disruption of UnitedHealth Group s
information and payment systems; increased health care costs due to restrictions on UnitedHealth Group s ability to carve out certain categories
of risk, such as acts of terrorism; and disruption of the financial and insurance markets in general.

The market price of UnitedHealth Group s common stock may be particularly sensitive due to the nature of the business in which it operates.

The market prices of the securities of the publicly-held companies in UnitedHealth Group s industry have shown volatility and sensitivity in
response to many external factors, including general market trends, public communications regarding managed care, litigation and judicial
decisions, legislative or regulatory actions, health care cost trends, pricing trends, competition, earnings, membership reports of particular
industry participants and acquisition activity. Despite UnitedHealth Group s specific outlook or prospects, the market price of UnitedHealth
Group s common stock may decline as a result of any of these external factors. By way of illustration, UnitedHealth Group s stock price has
ranged from $35.33 on December 31, 2001 to $64.44 on March 31, 2004 (as adjusted to reflect stock splits and dividends).

35

Table of Contents 76



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

CAUTIONARY STATEMENT REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

This proxy statement/prospectus contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of
1995. These statements may be made directly in this proxy statement/prospectus referring to UnitedHealth Group or Oxford, including the
Annexes attached to this proxy statement/prospectus and made part of this proxy statement/prospectus, and may include statements regarding the
period following completion of the merger. These statements are intended to take advantage of the safe harbor provisions of the Private
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.

These forward-looking statements are based on current projections about operations, industry, financial condition and liquidity. Words such as
may, will, should, plan, predict, potential, anticipate, estimate, expect, project, intend, believe and words and terms of s
connection with any discussion of future operating or financial performance, the merger or our businesses, identify forward- looking statements.
You should note that the discussion of UnitedHealth Group s and Oxford s reasons for the merger and the description of Oxford s financial
advisor s opinion contain many forward-looking statements that describe beliefs, assumptions and estimates as of the indicated dates and those
forward-looking expectations may have changed as of the date of this proxy statement/prospectus. In addition, any statements that refer to
expectations, projections or other characterizations of future events or circumstances, including any underlying assumptions, are
forward-looking statements. Those statements are not guarantees and are subject to risks, uncertainties and assumptions that are difficult to
predict. Therefore, actual results could differ materially and adversely from these forward-looking statements.

Health benefits companies operate in a highly competitive, constantly changing environment that is significantly influenced by aggressive
marketing and pricing practices of competitors, regulatory oversight and organizations that have resulted from business combinations. The
following is a summary of factors, the results of which, either individually or in combination, if markedly different from UnitedHealth Group s
and Oxford s planning assumptions, could cause UnitedHealth Group s and Oxford s results to differ materially from those expressed in any
forward-looking statements contained in this proxy statement/prospectus, including the Annexes attached to this proxy statement/prospectus and
made part of this proxy statement/prospectus:

trends in health care costs and utilization rates

ability to secure sufficient premium rate increases;

competitor pricing below market trends of increasing costs;

increased government regulation of health benefits and managed care;

significant acquisitions or divestitures by major competitors;

introduction and utilization of new prescription drugs and technology;

a downgrade in our financial strength ratings;

litigation targeted at health benefits companies;
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ability to contract with providers consistent with past practice;

general economic downturns;

the level of realization, if any, of expected cost savings and other synergies from the merger;

difficulties related to the integration of the business of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford may be greater than expected; and

revenues following the merger may be lower than expected.

The above list is not intended to be exhaustive and there may be other factors that would preclude us from realizing the predictions made in the
forward-looking statements. Because such forward-looking statements are
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subject to assumptions and uncertainties, actual results may differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking
statements. UnitedHealth Group shareholders and Oxford stockholders are cautioned not to place undue reliance on such statements, which
speak only as of the date of this proxy statement/prospectus or the date of Oxford s financial advisor s opinion.

All subsequent written and oral forward-looking statements concerning the merger or other matters addressed in this proxy statement/prospectus
and attributable to UnitedHealth Group or Oxford or any person acting on their behalf are expressly qualified in their entirety by the cautionary
statements contained or referred to in this section. Except to the extent required by applicable law or regulation, neither UnitedHealth Group nor
Oxford undertakes any obligation to release publicly any revisions or updates to such forward-looking statements to reflect events or
circumstances after the date of this proxy statement/prospectus or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated events.

37

Table of Contents 79



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

THE SPECIAL MEETING OF OXFORD STOCKHOLDERS

This proxy statement/prospectus is furnished in connection with the solicitation of proxies from the holders of Oxford common stock by the
Oxford board of directors for use at the special meeting of Oxford stockholders. The purpose of the special meeting is for you to consider and
vote upon a proposal to adopt the merger agreement. A copy of the merger agreement is attached to this proxy statement/prospectus as Annex A
and made part of this proxy statement/prospectus.

This proxy statement/prospectus is first being furnished to Oxford stockholders on or about June 16, 2004.

Date, Time and Place of the Special Meeting

The special meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 7, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. local time at the Trumbull Marriott, 180 Hawley Lane, Trumbull, CT
06611.

Matters to be Considered at the Special Meeting

At the special meeting, stockholders of Oxford will be asked to (1) consider and vote upon a proposal to adopt the merger agreement, (2)
consider and vote on a proposal to authorize the proxyholders to vote to adjourn or postpone the special meeting, in their sole discretion, for the
purpose of soliciting additional votes for the adoption of the merger agreement and (3) transact such other business as may properly come before
the special meeting or any postponements or adjournments of the special meeting. Adoption of the merger agreement will also constitute
approval of the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement.

Record Date and Shares Entitled to Vote

Oxford s board of directors has fixed the close of business on June 11, 2004 as the record date for determination of Oxford stockholders entitled
to notice of and to vote at the special meeting. As of the close of business on June 11, 2004, there were shares of Oxford common
stock outstanding and entitled to vote, held of record by approximately stockholders. A majority of these shares, present in person or
represented by proxy, will constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. If a quorum is not present, it is expected that the special meeting
will be adjourned or postponed to solicit additional proxies. Each Oxford stockholder is entitled to one vote for each share of Oxford common
stock held as of the record date.

Vote Required

Adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford s stockholders is required by Delaware law. Such adoption requires the affirmative vote of the
holders of a majority of the shares of Oxford common stock outstanding on the record date and entitled to vote at the special meeting.
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Authorizing the proxyholders to vote to adjourn or postpone the special meeting for the purpose of soliciting additional votes for the adoption of
the merger agreement will require the affirmative vote of Oxford stockholders representing a majority of the shares of Oxford common stock
present and entitled to vote at the special meeting. The directors and executive officers of Oxford beneficially owned approximately 0.14% of
the outstanding shares of Oxford common stock as of June 9, 2004, including options exercisable within 60 days, as of the record date. As of the
record date and the date of this proxy statement/prospectus, neither UnitedHealth Group nor any of its directors or officers owned any shares of
Oxford common stock.

Voting of Proxies; Revocation of Proxies

If you vote your shares of Oxford common stock by (1) signing and returning the enclosed proxy in the enclosed prepaid and addressed
envelope, (2) telephone or (3) accessing the Internet, your shares, unless your
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proxy is revoked, will be voted at the special meeting as you indicate on your proxy. If no instructions are indicated on your signed proxy card,
your shares will be voted FOR adoption of the merger agreement and authorization of the proxyholders to vote for the adjournment or
postponement of the special meeting for the purpose of soliciting additional votes.

You are urged to mark the box on the proxy card, following the instructions included on your proxy card, to indicate how to vote your shares. To
vote by telephone or the Internet, please follow the instructions included on your proxy card. If you vote by telephone or the Internet, you do not
need to complete and mail your proxy card. Votes by telephone or the Internet must be received by 11:59 p.m., eastern time, on Tuesday, July 6,
2004. Voting by telephone or the Internet will not affect your right to vote in person should you decide to attend the special meeting. If your
shares are held in an account at a brokerage firm or bank, you must instruct such institution on how to vote your shares. Your broker or bank will
vote your shares only if you provide instructions on how to vote by following the information provided to you by your broker or bank. If you do
not instruct your broker, bank or other nominee, they will not be able to vote your shares.

Oxford s board of directors does not presently intend to bring any other business before the special meeting and, so far as is presently known to
Oxford s board of directors, no other matters are to be brought before the special meeting. As to any business that may properly come before the
special meeting, however, it is intended that proxies, in the form enclosed, will be voted in respect of such business in accordance with the
judgment of the persons voting such proxies.

You may revoke your proxy at any time prior to its use by delivering to the Secretary of Oxford, at Oxford s offices at 48 Monroe Turnpike,
Trumbull, Connecticut 06611, a signed notice of revocation, by granting a duly executed new, signed proxy or by submitting a new proxy by
telephone or the Internet, or if you are a holder of record by attending the special meeting and voting in person. If you hold your shares in street
name, you must get a proxy from your broker, bank or other custodian to vote your shares in person at the special meeting. Attendance at the
special meeting does not in itself constitute the revocation of a proxy.

Quorum; Broker Abstentions and Broker Non-Votes

The required quorum for the transaction of business at the special meeting is a majority of the shares of Oxford common stock issued and
outstanding on the record date. Abstentions and broker non-votes each will be included in determining the number of shares present and voting
at the meeting for the purpose of determining the presence of a quorum. Because adoption of the merger agreement requires the affirmative vote
of a majority of the outstanding shares of Oxford common stock entitled to vote, abstentions and broker non-votes will have the same effect as
votes against adoption of the merger agreement. Abstentions and broker non-votes also will have the same effect as votes against the
authorization of the proxyholders to vote to adjourn or postpone the special meeting for the purpose of soliciting additional votes. In addition,
the failure of an Oxford stockholder to return a proxy will have the effect of a vote against the adoption of the merger agreement.

The actions proposed in this proxy statement/prospectus are not matters that can be voted on by brokers holding shares for beneficial owners
without the owners specific instructions. If you do not instruct your broker, bank or other nominee, they will not be able to vote your shares,
such failure to vote referred to as a broker non-vote. Accordingly, if a broker or bank holds your shares you are urged to instruct your broker or
bank on how to vote your shares.

Expenses of Solicitation
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UnitedHealth Group and Oxford will share equally the costs of preparing and distributing this proxy statement/prospectus for the special
meeting. In addition to solicitation by mail, directors, officers and regular employees of Oxford or its subsidiaries may solicit proxies from
stockholders by telephone, telegram, e-mail,
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personal interview or other means. UnitedHealth Group and Oxford currently expect not to incur any costs beyond those customarily expended
for a solicitation of proxies in connection with a merger agreement. Directors, officers and employees will not receive additional compensation
for their solicitation activities, but may be reimbursed for reasonable out of pocket expenses incurred by them in connection with the solicitation.
Brokers, dealers, commercial banks, trust companies, fiduciaries, custodians and other nominees have been requested to forward proxy
solicitation materials to their customers and such nominees will be reimbursed for their reasonable out of pocket expenses. Oxford has engaged
Georgeson Shareholder Communications Inc. to assist in the solicitation of proxies for the meeting and Oxford estimates it will pay them a fee
of approximately $20,000, and will reimburse them for reasonable out of pocket expenses incurred in connection with such solicitation.

Householding

Some banks, brokers and other nominee record holders may be participating in the practice of householding proxy statements and annual reports.
This means that only one copy of this proxy statement/prospectus may have been sent to multiple stockholders in your household. Oxford will
promptly deliver a separate copy of this proxy statement/prospectus, including the attached Annexes to you if you write or call Oxford at the
following address or phone number: 48 Monroe Turnpike, Trumbull, Connecticut 06611, Telephone: (203) 459-6838. If you wish to receive
separate copies of an annual report or proxy statement in the future, or if you are receiving multiple copies and would like to receive only one

copy for your household, you should contact your bank, broker or other nominee record holder, or you may contact Oxford, as applicable, at the
above address and phone number.

Board Recommendation

The Oxford board of directors has unanimously approved and adopted the merger agreement and unanimously recommends that
Oxford stockholders vote FOR the adoption of the merger agreement and authorization of the proxyholders to vote to adjourn or
postpone the special meeting for the purpose of soliciting additional votes for the adoption of the merger agreement.

The matters to be considered at the special meeting are of great importance to the stockholders of Oxford. Accordingly, you are urged
to read and carefully consider the information presented in this proxy statement/prospectus, and to complete, date, sign and promptly
return the enclosed proxy in the enclosed postage-paid envelope or submit your proxy by telephone or the Internet.

Stockholders should not send any stock certificates at this time. A transmittal form with instructions for the surrender of stock
certificates for Oxford common stock will be mailed to you as soon as practicable after completion of the merger.

40

Table of Contents 84



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

THE MERGER

This section of the proxy statement/prospectus describes material aspects of the merger. While UnitedHealth Group and Oxford believe that the
description covers the material terms of the merger and the related transactions, this summary may not contain all of the information that is
important to you. You should read this entire proxy statement/prospectus, the attached annexes, and the other documents to which this proxy
statement/prospectus refers, carefully for a more complete understanding of merger.

General Description of the Merger

At the effective time of the merger, Oxford will merge with and into Ruby Acquisition. Upon completion of the merger, the separate corporate
existence of Oxford will cease and Ruby Acquisition will continue as the surviving entity.

As a result of the merger, each share of Oxford common stock outstanding at the effective time of the merger will be converted automatically
into the right to receive 0.6357 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock, sometimes referred to as the exchange ratio, plus $16.17 in cash,
without interest. Oxford stockholders will receive cash instead of fractional shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock that would have
otherwise been issued as a result of the merger. If the number of shares of either UnitedHealth Group common stock or Oxford common stock
changes before the merger is completed because of stock dividend, subdivision, reclassification, recapitalization, split, combination, exchange of
shares or similar transaction, then an appropriate and proportionate adjustment will be made to the stock and cash to be received by Oxford
stockholders in the merger.

Based on the number of shares of Oxford common stock and UnitedHealth Group common stock outstanding or issuable upon exercise of
outstanding stock options, whether or not vested with respect to Oxford options, as of the record date, but excluding options held by certain
executive officers of Oxford representing the right to acquire 2,488,835 shares of Oxford common stock in the aggregate, which such executive
officers have agreed to refrain from exercising prior to the completion of the merger, and the exchange ratio, approximately 55.5 million shares
of UnitedHealth Group common stock will be issued pursuant to the merger agreement, representing approximately 8% of the UnitedHealth
Group common stock outstanding immediately after the merger. The total cash estimated to be payable to Oxford s stockholders in exchange for
their common stock pursuant to the merger agreement is approximately $1.4 billion, assuming all Oxford stock options are exercised except as
described above and determined without regard to any dissenting shares and any fractional shares.

UnitedHealth Group will account for the merger as a purchase for financial reporting purposes. See Accounting Treatment beginning on page
76. The merger is intended to qualify as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code for U.S. federal income tax purposes.
See Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger beginning on page 73 for a discussion of material U.S. federal income tax
consequences of the merger.

Background of the Merger

UnitedHealth Group continually evaluates strategic opportunities and business scenarios as a part of its ongoing evaluation of the market and
opportunities to strengthen its business. In connection with this ongoing evaluation, management of UnitedHealth Group regularly evaluates
other companies across its business units and regularly updates its board of directors on potential acquisitions. As a result of this ongoing
evaluation, UnitedHealth Group has been generally familiar with the operations of Oxford over the past several years.
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As a regional managed care organization, Oxford has continually considered strategic alternatives to become more competitive in the tri-state
area and the national market.
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In the first half of 2003, Oxford retained Goldman Sachs to act as Oxford s financial advisor. From May 2003 through August 2003, Oxford,
together with Goldman Sachs, engaged in discussions with a third party concerning a possible strategic merger of equals business combination.
During such period, Oxford and the third party executed a confidentiality agreement and conducted an extensive legal, financial and operational
due diligence review on each other, assisted by antitrust counsel and other independent experts in light of regulatory issues. The Oxford board of
directors met several times during the course of this four-month period to discuss the terms and status of the negotiations. In mid-August 2003,
Oxford and the third party mutually agreed to terminate such discussions.

On November 5, 2003, Charles Berg, Oxford s President and Chief Executive Officer, received a letter from the third party seeking to
recommence discussion of a possible business combination and continue the due diligence review that had been terminated in August. In the
letter, the third party proposed to enter into a business combination transaction with Oxford in which Oxford stockholders would receive stock of
the third party and cash consideration in a range equivalent to $49-$50 per Oxford share. The letter contemplated that the third party would pay
the premium portion of the consideration in cash and the remaining portion of the consideration in common stock of the third party. The
proposal was conditioned upon completion of due diligence, execution of definitive documentation, receipt of necessary governmental and third
party approvals, and other customary closing conditions. The cash consideration was to be financed through external sources and the proposal
was also conditioned upon the receipt of such financing.

In November 2003, Oxford and the third party recommenced their due diligence investigations, which continued until mid-April 2004. Also in
November 2003, as discussed in detail below, UnitedHealth Group and Oxford entered into discussions concerning a possible business
combination. From mid-November to April 2004, Oxford entered into detailed discussions with the third party and UnitedHealth Group
regarding, and investigated the possibility of, a business combination with the third party and UnitedHealth Group, respectively.

On November 18, 2003, Mr. Berg met with Stephen J. Hemsley, President and Chief Operating Officer of UnitedHealth Group. Mr. Hemsley
initiated this meeting, and the parties discussed in general terms their respective businesses, including the prospects for the industry and the
benefits that might accrue to their respective organizations upon the combination of their operations and they agreed to continue their
discussions. There was no commitment for any specific action discussed at the meeting. After the meeting, Mr. Berg and Mr. Hemsley spoke by
telephone on several occasions about both companies strategic opportunities. During the balance of the year, Mr. Berg and Mr. Hemsley also
had additional conversations during which they continued to discuss their businesses, the prospects for the industry and the potential benefits of
a combination. In these conversations, they reaffirmed that there was sufficient interest in a possible business combination transaction between
UnitedHealth Group and Oxford to continue their discussions and exchange information about the two companies.

On February 3, 2004, as part of a regularly scheduled UnitedHealth Group board meeting, senior management of UnitedHealth Group reviewed
potential merger or acquisition candidates across UnitedHealth Group s business units with the UnitedHealth Group s board of directors. Oxford
was included in this review as a potential candidate for further evaluation by UnitedHealth Group s management. No action was requested of
UnitedHealth Group s board of directors at this time.

As a follow-up to the previous discussions between Mr. Hemsley and Mr. Berg, on February 17, 2004, Mr. Hemsley, Robert J. Sheehy, Chief
Executive Officer of UnitedHealthcare, William A. Munsell, Executive Vice President of UnitedHealthcare, and G. Mike Mikan, Vice President
Corporate Development of UnitedHealth Group, met with Mr. Berg, Kurt B. Thompson, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of
Oxford, and Kevin Hill, Executive Vice President Sales & Business Development of Oxford, to discuss further the possibility of a business
combination transaction involving Oxford and UnitedHealth Group. During the meeting, representatives of Oxford provided background
information regarding Oxford and its businesses to the UnitedHealth Group representatives. The parties also discussed the possible structure of a
transaction and the
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UnitedHealth Group representatives indicated that it would be important to retain Oxford s management in any transaction. At the conclusion of
the meeting Mr. Hemsley and Mr. Berg agreed to continue discussions regarding the possibility of a business combination transaction.

On February 20, 2004, Messrs. Mikan and Thompson discussed by telephone what historical Oxford financial information UnitedHealth Group
would need in order to allow it to analyze further a possible business combination transaction with Oxford.

From time to time between November 2003 and March 2004, the Oxford board of directors met with members of Oxford senior management,
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, Oxford s outside legal counsel, and Oxford s financial advisor to discuss the status of discussions with each of
UnitedHealth Group and the third party.

On March 2, 2004, at a special meeting of Oxford s board of directors, the Oxford board, together with certain members of Oxford senior
management, Oxford s financial advisor and Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, discussed UnitedHealth Group, certain strategic and financial
considerations related to a possible transaction with UnitedHealth Group, as well as the current status of the third party proposal.

On March 9, 2004, UnitedHealth Group sent to Oxford a financial analysis of a potential transaction between the companies, a potential
timeline, and a list of due diligence items to be made available by Oxford.

On March 10, 2004, Mr. Berg met with William W. McGuire, M.D., Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of UnitedHealth Group and Mr.
Hemsley, to discuss the possible transaction.

On March 12, 2004, Mr. Berg and Mr. Hemsley discussed various matters relating to a potential transaction, including the structure of a
potential transaction and a range of possible purchase prices for Oxford, subject to due diligence and additional negotiations. During this
discussion, Mr. Hemsley stated that UnitedHealth Group was prepared to propose a premium of 15% to Oxford s market price of March 12,
2004, to be comprised of 72% UnitedHealth Group common stock and 28% cash. The parties also discussed certain provisions that might be
included in a definitive merger agreement between the parties, including an agreement regarding the circumstances in which Oxford could solicit
alternative business combination proposals, a requirement that Oxford s stockholders vote on the proposed merger with UnitedHealth Group even
if the Oxford board changes its recommendation of the transaction, a termination fee that would be payable to UnitedHealth Group if the merger
agreement were terminated under certain circumstances and potential closing conditions, as well as Oxford s desire for strong deal certainty
provisions to be included in the merger agreement. Mr. Hemsley further indicated that it would be important to UnitedHealth Group to retain
Oxford s current management as it believed the retention of management would be essential to achieving the anticipated benefits of the
transaction. Mr. Hemsley proposed that certain members of Oxford s management would enter into employment agreements with UnitedHealth
Group.

On March 14, 2004, at a special meeting of Oxford s board of directors, the Oxford board, along with members of Oxford senior management
and its advisors, discussed the terms of the UnitedHealth Group proposal, as well as certain financial and scheduling considerations related to the
proposal. The board also discussed the possible transaction with the third party and authorized Oxford management to continue discussions with
both UnitedHealth Group and the third party.

On March 15, 2004, Mr. Thompson met with Mr. Mikan to discuss the due diligence process and potential integration planning strategies. On
March 17, 2004, various members of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford management, together with their respective outside legal counsel,
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participated in a conference call regarding due diligence logistics. On March 18, 2004, UnitedHealth Group and Oxford executed a
confidentiality agreement and UnitedHealth Group commenced a financial, legal, and operational due diligence review of Oxford s business and
operations, which continued until April 26, 2004.
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On March 24, 2004, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, outside legal counsel to UnitedHealth Group, provided a draft merger
agreement to Oxford and its outside legal counsel.

On March 25, 2004, at a special meeting of Oxford s board of directors, the Oxford board, together with certain members of Oxford senior
management and Oxford s outside legal and financial advisors, discussed the terms and status of the possible transaction with UnitedHealth
Group and the possible transaction with the third party, including due diligence matters and discussions on the draft merger agreements with

each company. In connection with strategic discussions between certain members of Oxford senior management and the Oxford board, the
Oxford board was provided several financial scenarios that reflected assumptions with respect to competitive pricing pressure, economic growth,
trends in employment and increases in medical costs in the markets in which Oxford operates and the mix of Oxford s products and services sold.
Goldman Sachs then discussed with the Oxford board various financial and strategic considerations related to the proposals from UnitedHealth
Group and the third party. Mr. Berg then discussed with the Oxford board the principal terms of the draft merger agreement prepared by
UnitedHealth Group. Oxford s outside legal advisor reviewed with the board the fiduciary duties of Oxford s directors.

On March 29, 2004, Oxford and its representatives provided comments on the draft merger agreement to UnitedHealth Group and its
representatives. Starting in the beginning of April, 2004 through April 26, 2004, Oxford s and UnitedHealth Group s senior management and
respective advisors each worked to conduct their due diligence and review of the proposed business combination, reviewing financial and other
terms of the transaction and the latest versions of the draft merger agreement, disclosure schedules, employment agreements and related
documents and met on numerous occasions to negotiate such documentation. Numerous issues regarding the draft merger agreement were
discussed, including the scope of the representations and warranties, covenants regarding each party s obligation to use its efforts to procure all
necessary regulatory approvals, closing conditions and provisions relating to the rights and obligations of the parties in the event that Oxford
received an alternative business combination proposal from a third party. In these discussions, UnitedHealth Group emphasized the importance
of the merger agreement provisions it had requested regarding the circumstances in which Oxford could solicit alternative business combination
proposals, the requirement that Oxford s stockholders vote on the proposed merger with UnitedHealth Group even if the Oxford board changes
its recommendation of the transaction and Oxford s obligation to pay UnitedHealth Group a termination fee if the merger agreement were
terminated under certain circumstances. Oxford, in turn, emphasized that the agreement would need to contain stricter deal certainty provisions,
particularly in the form of narrower exceptions to UnitedHealth Group s obligation to obtain all necessary regulatory approvals and to
consummate the closing, to afford Oxford s board of directors a meaningful opportunity to respond to unsolicited third-party alternative
proposals and to include a reasonable termination fee that would only be payable on Oxford entering into an alternative proposal within 12
months of the date of termination.

On April 6, 2004, at a special meeting of Oxford s board of directors, the Oxford board, together with certain members of Oxford senior
management and Oxford s outside legal and financial advisors, discussed the terms and status of the possible transaction with UnitedHealth
Group and the possible transaction with the third party, including with respect to due diligence matters and negotiations on the draft merger
agreements with each company. Mr. Berg provided an update to the board on the ongoing due diligence process with UnitedHealth Group and
the third party.

On April 13, 2004, at a special meeting of UnitedHealth Group s Board of Directors, Dr. McGuire and Mr. Hemsley discussed with the
UnitedHealth Group s directors the strategic rationale for a possible acquisition of Oxford, the terms and status of the proposed transaction with
Oxford and the status of ongoing due diligence of Oxford and its businesses.

In mid April, 2004, UnitedHealth Group had further discussions with Oxford regarding retaining Oxford s management as part of a transaction.
UnitedHealth Group ultimately required, as a condition to entering into the merger agreement, that Mr. Berg and six members of Oxford senior
management enter into employment agreements with UnitedHealth Group effective upon completion of the merger.
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Throughout April of 2004, Dr. McGuire and Mr. Hemsley had several telephone conversations with the other members of UnitedHealth Group s
board of directors apprising them of the terms and status of the proposed transaction and seeking input and support for the manner in which the
proposed acquisition was progressing.

On April 18, 2004, at a special meeting of Oxford s board of directors, the Oxford board, together with certain members of Oxford senior
management and Oxford s outside legal and financial advisors, discussed the terms and status of the possible transaction with UnitedHealth
Group and a possible transaction with the third party, including with respect to due diligence matters and negotiations on the draft merger
agreements with each company. At the meeting Goldman Sachs discussed with the Oxford board the financial terms of each of the proposals
received from UnitedHealth Group and the third party. As of the date of this meeting, the third party s proposal was $59.31 per Oxford share
(based on the third party s closing share price on April 16, 2004), consisting of approximately 60% third party stock and 40% cash (the increase
in the third party s proposed price from the $49-50 range discussed in November 2003 resulted from changes in the proposal made by the third
party and an increase in the stock price of the third party and Oxford since such date). In comparison, the value of the UnitedHealth Group
proposal as of the same date was $57.75 (based on the closing share price of UnitedHealth Group s shares on April 16, 2004), consisting of 72%
UnitedHealth Group stock and 28% cash. Mr. Berg then discussed certain transaction risks associated with each proposal, including the risk of
non-consummation and the likelihood of successful integration, with the Oxford board. Oxford s outside legal advisor also reviewed with the
board the fiduciary duties of Oxford s directors. After additional consultation with its outside legal and financial advisors, the Oxford board
determined that a business combination with UnitedHealth Group represented a better long-term strategic opportunity for Oxford and its
stockholders than entering into a business combination with the third party. In reaching this decision, the Oxford board considered a number of
factors, including, without limitation, (1) the financial terms of each proposal and the expected strategic, financial and operational long-term
benefits of each transaction, (2) the certainty of closing of each transaction (particularly in connection with obtaining required regulatory
approvals and any necessary financing), (3) the likelihood of successfully integrating Oxford with each party, (4) the track record of each party
in connection with past acquisitions and integrations, (5) the business culture of each party as compared to Oxford s, (6) the shareholder profile
of each party, including, in particular, the existence of a large shareholder of the third party that might affect the transaction process and the
post-consummation combined company, (7) the existence of pending litigation related to the third party that might result in a litigant seeking to
enjoin the possible transaction and (8) the ability of Oxford s stockholders to monetize the stock consideration to be received in each transaction
in light of the public float of each party and any expected stock offerings by the large shareholder of the third party. Consequently, the Oxford
board of directors authorized Mr. Berg to seek to finalize negotiations with UnitedHealth Group and, if feasible, to leave discussions with the
third party open in the event that Oxford could not agree to a business combination on acceptable terms with UnitedHealth Group.

UnitedHealth Group and Oxford continued their discussions and negotiations from April 19 through April 26, 2004. During this period,
UnitedHealth Group and Oxford negotiated the merger consideration to be paid to Oxford stockholders in the transaction, subject to satisfactory
negotiation and completion of definitive documentation and the approval of each party s board of directors. In arriving at the merger
consideration to be paid to Oxford s stockholders, the parties desired to provide some immediate liquidity to Oxford s stockholders in the form of
a cash payment and also to allow Oxford s stockholders to continue to participate in the future prospects of the combined company through the
stock component of the merger consideration. The amount of the merger consideration was determined by arm s-length negotiation between the
parties. In this negotiation, the parties determined that a premium over Oxford s current per share stock price would be paid by UnitedHealth
Group and each party took into account, respectively, the factors described under UnitedHealth Group s Reasons for the Merger and Oxford s
Reasons for the Merger and Board of Directors Recommendation in determining the merger consideration that would be in the best interests of
its stockholders. The exchange ratio was ultimately set based on the formula of the negotiated transaction share price of Oxford and the agreed
upon amount of cash, $16.17 per share, versus the UnitedHealth Group stock to be used as consideration. The formula used to determine the
exchange ratio was the difference between the negotiated transaction share price and $16.17, divided by UnitedHealth Group s closing share

price on April 23, 2004, of $65.95.
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On April 20, 2004, at a special meeting of Oxford s board of directors, the Oxford board, together with certain members of Oxford s senior
management and Oxford s outside legal and financial advisors, discussed the terms and status of the possible transaction with UnitedHealth
Group and of the possible transaction with the third party. Mr. Berg then discussed developments in the UnitedHealth Group transaction,
including updating the board on the significant progress that had been made with UnitedHealth Group.

On April 20, 2004, certain members of Oxford s senior management, together with Oxford s outside legal advisor, discussed various legal due
diligence items with certain members of UnitedHealth Group s senior management and UnitedHealth Group s outside counsel. Between April 20,
2004 and April 26, 2004, representatives of Oxford completed their legal due diligence review of UnitedHealth Group.

As of April 21, 2004, UnitedHealth Group engaged JP Morgan Securities Inc., as its lead financial advisor in connection with the potential
merger with Oxford. UnitedHealth Group also engaged Citigroup Global Markets Inc., Morgan Stanley & Co. Incorporated and Banc of
America Securities LLC as financial advisors in connection the potential merger with Oxford as of April 23, 2003.

On April 21, 2004, at a special meeting of Oxford s board of directors, Mr. Berg provided an update to the Oxford board on the status of
discussions with UnitedHealth Group and the proposed timetable for resolution of the remaining items with UnitedHealth Group. On the same
date, the third party terminated discussions regarding a potential business combination transaction with Oxford.

Between April 23, 2004 and April 25, 2004, Dr. McGuire, Mr. Hemsley, and members of UnitedHealth Group s senior management had advisory
meetings with several UnitedHealth Group directors apprising them of the status of the transaction and providing detailed analysis of the
material terms of the transaction. During these meetings, the directors expressed their support for pursuing the transaction.

On April 25 and 26, 2004, UnitedHealth Group and certain executive officers of Oxford agreed on the terms of employment agreements that
such officers of Oxford would be entering into with UnitedHealth Group at the time of signing the merger agreement, to be effective upon
completion of the merger.

On April 25, 2004, UnitedHealth Group s senior management and advisors presented a detailed review of the proposed transaction with Oxford
to the UnitedHealth Group board of directors, including an overview of Oxford, material terms of the draft merger agreement, valuation
parameters, due diligence findings and other matters. Prior to this meeting, the UnitedHealth Group board was provided with materials,

including a detailed analysis of Oxford and the transaction and a draft of the merger agreement. JP Morgan, UnitedHealth Group s lead financial
advisor, also presented a financial review and analysis of the proposed transaction. UnitedHealth Group s board of directors expressed its support
for pursuing the transaction and authorized management to seek to finalize the terms and definitive documentation for the transaction.

On the evening of April 25, 2004, at a special meeting of Oxford s board of directors, Mr. Berg reviewed with the Oxford board recent activities
and discussions with UnitedHealth Group of the past weeks and discussed the status of the remaining open issues and the proposed timing if a
transaction with UnitedHealth Group was to be approved. Prior to this meeting, the Oxford board was provided with materials, including a
detailed analysis of UnitedHealth Group and the transaction, a draft of the merger agreement and a summary of the principal terms of the merger
agreement. Oxford s outside legal advisor reviewed with the board its fiduciary duties and then reviewed with the board in detail information
regarding the proposed transaction, including a comprehensive overview of the key terms of the merger agreement, employment agreements and
related benefits arrangements, regulatory and other matters. Mr. Gregoire, together with one of Oxford s outside legal advisors, then discussed
certain regulatory issues with the board. Goldman Sachs presented to the Oxford board a financial analysis of UnitedHealth Group, an analysis
of the financial terms of the proposed transaction and a financial analysis of Oxford as a stand-alone company. A representative of Goldman
Sachs then stated that Goldman Sachs would be in a position the next day to render its opinion, barring any unforeseen events, that, as of such

Table of Contents 93



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

date and based upon and subject to the factors and assumptions in its written opinion, the merger consideration to be received

46

Table of Contents

94



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

by Oxford stockholders pursuant to the merger was fair from a financial point of view to the Oxford stockholders. Oxford s board of directors
authorized management to seek to finalize the terms and appropriate documentation for the transaction. No other action was taken by the Oxford
board at this meeting.

On April 26, 2004, Dr. McGuire, Mr. Hemsley and David J. Lubben, General Counsel and Secretary of UnitedHealth Group, had an advisory
call with a director of UnitedHealth Group who was unable to attend the April 25, 2004 board meeting. During this call, Dr. McGuire and Mr.
Hemsley apprised the director of the status of the transaction, provided a detailed analysis of the material terms of the transaction, and
summarized discussions from the April 25, 2004 board meeting. The director expressed his support for entering into the transaction with Oxford.

On the morning of April 26, 2004, UnitedHealth Group s senior management provided an update of the status of the transaction to the
UnitedHealth Group board of directors. It was noted that substantial progress had been made on negotiation of definitive documents, and that it
was expected that definitive documents could be finalized by the end of the day. The UnitedHealth Group directors reiterated their support for
pursuing the transaction.

On the morning of April 26, 2004, at a special meeting of Oxford s board of directors, the Oxford board, together with certain members of
Oxford s senior management and Oxford s outside legal and financial advisors, discussed Oxford s upcoming earnings release and certain related
matters.

On the afternoon of April 26, 2004, at a special meeting of UnitedHealth Group s board of directors, UnitedHealth Group s senior management
reviewed the proposed terms of the transaction and updated the board on the resolution of the remaining issues. JP Morgan, UnitedHealth

Group s lead financial advisor, updated its financial analysis and reviewed it with the board. The board also reviewed the duties of directors in
considering and approving the transaction. At the conclusion of this meeting, the UnitedHealth Group directors unanimously approved the
merger agreement and the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, including the merger.

On the afternoon of April 26, 2004, at a special meeting of Oxford s board of directors, the Oxford board, together with certain members of
Oxford s senior management, reviewed the proposed terms of the transaction and Oxford s outside legal and financial advisors, discussed the
status of the UnitedHealth Group transaction. Oxford s legal advisor reviewed with the board the fiduciary duties of Oxford s directors and then
discussed the terms of the proposed merger agreement. Goldman Sachs then delivered its oral opinion, which was subsequently confirmed by
delivery of a written opinion dated April 26, 2004, that, as of that date and based upon and subject to the factors and assumptions set forth
therein, the merger consideration to be received by Oxford stockholders pursuant to the merger is fair from a financial point of view to such
holders. The Oxford directors then unanimously approved the merger agreement and the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement,
including the merger.

Following such meetings, on April 26, 2004, UnitedHealth Group and Oxford executed the merger agreement and UnitedHealth Group entered
into employment agreements with certain key employees of Oxford.

On April 26, 2004, UnitedHealth Group and Oxford publicly announced the execution of the merger agreement.

UnitedHealth Group s Reasons for the Merger
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In approving, adopting and authorizing the merger and the merger agreement, the UnitedHealth Group board of directors considered a number of
factors, including, without limitation, the facts discussed in the following paragraphs. In light of the number and wide variety of factors
considered in connection with its evaluation of the merger, the UnitedHealth Group board did not consider it practicable to, and did not attempt
to, quantify or otherwise assign relative weights to the specific factors it considered in reaching its determination. The board viewed its position
and recommendations as being based on all of the information available and the
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factors presented to and considered by it. In addition, individual directors may have given different weight to different factors. This explanation
of UnitedHealth Group s reasons for the merger and all other information presented in this section is forward-looking in nature and, therefore,
should be read in light of the factors discussed under the heading Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements beginning on
page 36.

In reaching its decision, the board consulted with UnitedHealth Group s management with respect to strategic and operational matters and with
UnitedHealth Group s legal counsel with respect to the merger agreement and the transactions contemplated thereby. The board also consulted
with J.P. Morgan Securities Inc., Morgan Stanley & Co. Incorporated, Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and Banc of America Securities LLC,
UnitedHealth Group s financial advisors, with respect to the financial aspects of the merger.

The board identified a number of potential benefits of the merger that it believes will contribute to the success of the combined enterprise. These
potential benefits include:

the combination of Oxford s capabilities in the tri-state area with UnitedHealth Group s scale, resources, product options and national,
multi-site market access;

the strengthening of UnitedHealth Group s position in the tri-state area;

the merger provides UnitedHealth Group a significant opportunity to improve access to affordable health services for employers and
consumers in the tri-state area, which area is home to 91 Fortune 500 employers and the approximately 50 Fortune 500 employers
with whom UnitedHealth Group has no current relationship, and to employers that are headquartered elsewhere with significant
employment bases in the tri-state area;

the improvement of UnitedHealth Group s ability to work effectively and efficiently with physicians and care providers in the tri-state
area;

Oxford s assets, brand and reputation significantly expand and enhance UnitedHealth Group s customer products and services;

the experience and strength of Oxford s management team;

the historical loyalty of Oxford s customers and care providers in the tri-state area;

similar corporate cultures and values focused on providing quality products and services to customers and building collaborative
relationships with physicians, the fit of Oxford with UnitedHealth Group and Uniprise, the complementary nature of the two
companies operations, and the experience, reputation and financial strength of Oxford;

the merger consideration to be paid in the merger is consistent with recent comparable transactions in the health benefits industry,
including UnitedHealth Group s recent acquisition of MAMSI;

the intended treatment of the merger for U.S. federal income tax purposes as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of
the Code with the results described under the heading Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger beginning on
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page 73;

the merger will be immediately accretive to UnitedHealth Group s earnings per share at closing;

the potential for the merger to leverage UnitedHealth Group s expertise and investment in technology to improve the delivery of health
care services to the people currently served by Oxford;

the merger provides cross-selling opportunities for higher-margin specialty products and services such as dental, vision and mental
health benefits to existing Oxford customers; and

the opportunity to realize cost savings through potential operational synergies.

The UnitedHealth Group board also considered the structure of the transaction and the terms of the merger agreement and related documents,
including:

the consideration to be paid to Oxford s stockholders;
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the representations and warranties of Oxford;

the covenants of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford;

the conditions required to be satisfied or waived, if permissible, prior to completion of the merger;

the rights of UnitedHealth Group or Oxford to terminate the merger agreement in certain circumstances; and

the terms relating to third party offers, including the (1) limitations on the ability of Oxford to solicit offers for competing business
combination proposals, (2) requirement that Oxford s stockholders vote on the adoption of the merger agreement even if the Oxford
board of directors changes or withdraws its recommendation of the merger and (3) ability to receive a termination fee if the merger

agreement is terminated under certain circumstances.

The UnitedHealth Group board also identified and considered a number of uncertainties and risks. Those negative factors included:

the risk that the potential benefits of the merger might not be realized;

the risk that the merger may not be completed;

the challenges, costs and risks of integrating the businesses of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford and the potential management,

customer, supplier, partner and employee disruption that may be associated with the merger;

the diversion of management focus and resources from other strategic opportunities and from operational matters while working to

implement the merger;

the conditions to the merger agreement requiring receipt of certain regulatory consents and approvals; and

various other applicable risks associated with the combined company and the merger, including those described under the section

entitled Risk Factors beginning on page 26.

The board weighed the benefits, advantages and opportunities against the challenges inherent in the combination of two businesses of the size of
UnitedHealth Group and Oxford and the possible resulting diversion of management attention for an extended period of time. The board realized

that there can be no assurance about future results, including results expected or considered in the factors listed above. However, the board

concluded that the potential benefits outweighed the potential risks of consummating the merger.

After taking into account these and other factors, the board unanimously determined that the merger agreement and the transactions

contemplated thereby were fair to, and in the bests interests of, UnitedHealth Group and its shareholders, and approved, adopted and authorized

the merger agreement and the transactions contemplated thereby, including the merger.

Table of Contents

99



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Oxford s Reasons for the Merger and Board of Directors Recommendation

The Oxford board of directors believes that the merger presents an opportunity to combine and expand two leading and complementary health
benefits companies. The Oxford board consulted with management with respect to strategic and operational matters and also consulted with its
financial and other advisors and determined that the merger was consistent with the strategic plans of Oxford and was in the best interests of
Oxford and its stockholders. In reaching the conclusion to unanimously approve and adopt the merger agreement, the Oxford board considered a
number of factors, including the following:

UnitedHealth Group s Financial Condition, Prospects and Industry Reputation

The Oxford board of directors considered its knowledge of the business, operations, technological capabilities, financial condition, earnings and
prospects of UnitedHealth Group, as well as UnitedHealth Group s
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track record of industry leadership. The Oxford board took note of the fact that UnitedHealth Group is one of the nation s largest health benefits
companies, serving approximately 55 million Americans. The board considered UnitedHealth Group s size and scope, which would allow Oxford
to leverage UnitedHealthcare s national provider network, wide range of ancillary products and services, as well as its operational capabilities to
enhance membership and revenue growth within the tri-state area. In particular, the Oxford board considered that a merger with UnitedHealth
Group would enable Oxford to better meet the needs of multi-location workforces with a strong tri-state area presence, such as Fortune 500
companies with regional or national offices across the United States.

Trends in the Health Benefits Industry

The Oxford board of directors considered the current environment and trends in the health benefits industry, including the regulatory uncertainty
related to managed care generally, industry consolidation and pricing trends. The board considered the advantages that large companies with
national reach have in such an environment and that access to UnitedHealth Group s size and scope would place Oxford in a better position to
take advantage of growth opportunities; meet competitive pressures; serve customers more efficiently; and develop, introduce and administer
new products to respond to the need for affordable healthcare.

Merger Consideration and Stock Prices

The Oxford board of directors considered the relationship of the consideration to be paid pursuant to the merger agreement to recent and
historical market prices of its common stock and UnitedHealth Group common stock. It also considered the form of the merger consideration,
the premium to be paid to Oxford stockholders, the certainty of the value of the cash component of the merger consideration, as well as the
ability of the holders of Oxford common stock to become holders of UnitedHealth Group common stock and participate in the future prospects
of the combined business of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford. It also took into account that the consideration to be paid in the merger was
consistent with recent comparable transactions in the health benefits industry.

Opinion of Goldman Sachs

The Oxford board evaluated the financial analyses presented by Goldman Sachs as well as the opinion delivered to the Oxford board by

Goldman Sachs to the effect that, as of April 26, 2004, and based upon and subject to the factors and assumptions set forth in the opinion, the
merger consideration to be received by the Oxford stockholders pursuant to the merger was fair, from a financial point of view, to the Oxford
stockholders. The opinion of Goldman Sachs is described in detail under the heading Opinion of Oxford s Financial Advisor beginning on page
52.

Revenue and Revenue Enhancements

The Oxford board took note of the opportunity for additional market penetration for Oxford products, as well as the ability to broaden its
customer relationships, through UnitedHealth Group s product offerings, multi-site capabilities and technology. Further, the board noted that the
merger will be immediately accretive to the combined company s earnings. The board also noted UnitedHealth Group s successful track record
with respect to acquisitions and integrations.
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Potential Synergies

The Oxford board considered the ability of the combined company to achieve economies of scale and thereby enhance profitability by
leveraging the experienced management teams and best practices from both companies and extending each company s geographic reach.
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Common Vision of Senior Managements

The Oxford board of directors considered the complementary nature of the operations of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group, management s belief
that the companies have similar corporate cultures and values focused on providing quality products and services to customers, equitably treating
employees and creating stockholder value. The board also took into account the experience and reputation of UnitedHealth Group s management
and the financial strength and capabilities of UnitedHealth Group. It was noted by the board that, like Oxford, UnitedHealth Group has a
progressive culture, disciplined management, a commitment to the study and application of data, and a strong track record of value creation.

Closing and Integration Risks

The Oxford board, based on discussions with members of Oxford management, took into account the view of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group
that the merger should present a manageable execution risk in view of the similar business lines and corporate cultures of the two companies.
The board noted UnitedHealth Group s record of successfully integrating past acquisitions. The Oxford board considered its belief, after
consultation with its outside legal advisors, that the regulatory approvals and clearances necessary to complete the merger should be obtained
without any burdensome terms or conditions.

Financing

The Oxford board considered UnitedHealth Group s ability to borrow and repay the funds needed for the cash portion of the merger
consideration and for transaction costs and the low probability that an adverse change in financial, banking or capital markets in general would
negatively affect UnitedHealth Group s ability to pay the cash consideration at the closing or that any such payment under such circumstances
would negatively affect UnitedHealth Group s financial strength or credit ratings.

United States Federal Income Tax Treatment

The Oxford board of directors considered the intended treatment of the merger for U.S. federal income tax purposes as a reorganization within
the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Internal Revenue Code with the results described under the heading Material U.S. Federal Income Tax
Consequences of the Merger beginning on page 73.

Transaction Agreements

The Oxford board reviewed the terms of the merger agreement and the employee related agreements.

The Oxford board also considered a number of potentially negative factors in its deliberations concerning the merger, including:
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that Oxford stockholders as a group would control less than 8% of UnitedHealth Group after the completion of the merger;

the risk that the merger might not receive the necessary regulatory approvals and clearances to complete the merger or that
governmental authorities could attempt to condition their approval of the merger on the companies compliance with certain
burdensome terms or conditions;

the termination fee that would be payable by Oxford to UnitedHealth Group if the merger agreement is terminated under certain
circumstances, as described under the heading The Merger Agreement Payment of Termination Fee beginning on page 85;

the possibility of encountering difficulties in integrating the two companies, realizing synergies and revenue enhancements in the
amounts currently estimated or in the time frame currently contemplated; and
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the possibility that the process of planning for the integration of Oxford into UnitedHealth Group and the regulatory approval and
effects might adversely affect the ability of Oxford to meet its existing business performance targets.

The Oxford board of directors weighed these advantages and opportunities against the challenges inherent in the combination of two managed
care companies with complex and geographically different operations and the possible resulting diversion of Oxford management attention for
an extended period of time. The Oxford board realized that there can be no assurance about future results, including results expected or
considered in the factors above, such as assumptions regarding synergies, revenue enhancements and earnings accretion. However, the Oxford
board concluded that the potential positive factors outweighed the potential risks associated with the merger.

In approving and adopting the merger agreement, the Oxford board of directors considered a number of factors, including factors discussed in
the above paragraphs. In view of the number and wide variety of factors considered in connection with its evaluation of the merger, the Oxford
board of directors did not consider it practicable to, and did not attempt to, quantify or otherwise assign relative weights to the specific factors it
considered in reaching its determination. The Oxford board of directors viewed its position and recommendations as being based on all of the
information and the factors presented to and considered by it. In addition, individual directors may have given different weight to different
information and factors. This explanation of Oxford s reasons for the merger and all other information presented in this section are
forward-looking in nature and, therefore, should be read in light of the factors discussed under the heading Cautionary Statement Regarding
Forward-Looking Statements beginning on page 36.

At a special meeting held on April 26, 2004, the Oxford board of directors determined that the merger and the merger agreement are advisable,
fair to and in the best interests of Oxford and its stockholders. Accordingly, the Oxford board of directors unanimously approved and adopted
the merger agreement and unanimously recommends that Oxford stockholders vote FOR the adoption of the merger agreement.

Opinion of Oxford s Financial Advisor

Goldman Sachs delivered an oral opinion to Oxford s board of directors, subsequently confirmed in writing, to the effect that, as of April 26,
2004, and based upon and subject to the factors and assumptions set forth in the opinion, the merger consideration to be received by the holders
of the outstanding shares of Oxford common stock pursuant to the merger was fair from a financial point of view to those holders.

The full text of the written opinion of Goldman Sachs, dated April 26, 2004, which sets forth the assumptions made, procedures
followed, matters considered, and limitations on the review undertaken in connection with the opinion, is attached as Annex B to this
proxy statement/prospectus. Goldman Sachs provided its opinion for the information and assistance of Oxford s board of directors in
connection with its consideration of the merger. Goldman Sachs opinion is not a recommendation as to how any holder of Oxford
common stock should vote with respect to the merger. Oxford s stockholders are encouraged to read the opinion in its entirety.

In connection with rendering the opinion described above and performing its related financial analyses, Goldman Sachs reviewed, among other
things:

the merger agreement;
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annual reports to stockholders and Annual Reports on Form 10-K of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group for the five years ended
December 31, 2003;

interim reports to stockholders and Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group;

other communications from Oxford and UnitedHealth Group to their respective stockholders;

internal financial analyses and forecasts for Oxford prepared by its management, including forecasts reflecting a base case scenario
and forecasts reflecting a pessimistic case scenario; and

operating synergies estimated by Oxford s management to result from the merger.
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Goldman Sachs also held discussions with members of the senior management of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group regarding their assessment of
the strategic rationale for, and the potential benefits of, the merger and the past and current business operations, financial condition and future
prospects of their respective companies.

In addition, Goldman Sachs:

reviewed the reported price and trading activity for Oxford and UnitedHealth Group common stock;

compared financial and stock market information for Oxford and UnitedHealth Group with similar information for other companies
the securities of which are publicly traded;

reviewed the financial terms of recent business combinations in the health insurance industry specifically and in other industries
generally; and

performed such other studies and analyses, and considered such other factors, as Goldman Sachs considered appropriate.

Goldman Sachs relied upon the accuracy and completeness of all of the financial, accounting, legal, tax and other information discussed with or
reviewed by it and assumed such accuracy and completeness for purposes of rendering its opinion. In that regard, Goldman Sachs took into
account the views of Oxford s management of the risks and uncertainties relating to the ability of Oxford to realize Oxford management s base
case forecasts in the amounts and time periods contemplated by those forecasts.

Goldman Sachs did not receive UnitedHealth Group s internal financial forecasts and analyses in connection with its opinion. Accordingly, based
on discussions Goldman Sachs had with UnitedHealth Group s management and with the consent of the Board of Directors of Oxford, Goldman
Sachs assumed that the research analysts estimates for UnitedHealth Group published as of April 23, 2004 by the Institutional Brokers Estimate
System, referred to as IBES, a data service that compiles estimates and recommendations issued by securities research analysts, were a

reasonable basis upon which to evaluate the future financial performance of UnitedHealth Group, and Goldman Sachs used those estimates for
UnitedHealth Group in its analysis. In that regard, with the consent of the board of directors of Oxford, Goldman Sachs review with respect to
those estimates for UnitedHealth Group was limited to discussions with UnitedHealth Group management.

Goldman Sachs is not an actuarial firm and its services did not include any actuarial determinations or evaluations by it or an attempt by it to
evaluate actuarial assumptions. In that respect, Goldman Sachs did not analyze, and expressed no opinion as to, the adequacy of the reserves of
Oxford or UnitedHealth Group, and Goldman Sachs relied upon information supplied to it by Oxford and UnitedHealth Group as to such
adequacy. Goldman Sachs also assumed that all governmental, regulatory or other consents and approvals necessary for the consummation of
the merger will be obtained without any adverse effect on Oxford or UnitedHealth Group or on the expected benefits of the merger in any way
meaningful to Goldman Sachs analysis. In addition, Goldman Sachs did not make an independent evaluation or appraisal of the assets and
liabilities (including any derivative or off-balance sheet assets and liabilities) of Oxford or UnitedHealth Group or any of their respective
subsidiaries, and Goldman Sachs was not furnished with any such evaluation or appraisal. Goldman Sachs opinion did not address the relative
merits of the merger as compared to any alternative business transaction that might have been available to Oxford, including an alternative
proposal from a third party that for a variety of business, legal, regulatory and financial reasons, after consultation with Goldman Sachs and
others, was not pursued to completion. Goldman Sachs opinion did not address the underlying business decision of Oxford to engage in the
merger. In addition, Goldman Sachs did not express any opinion as to the prices at which the shares of Oxford or UnitedHealth Group common
stock will trade at any time.

Table of Contents 107



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

The following is a summary of the material financial analyses presented by Goldman Sachs to Oxford s board of directors in connection with
rendering its opinion. The following summary, however, does not purport to be a complete description of the financial analyses performed by
Goldman Sachs. The order of analyses described does not represent the relative importance or weight given to those analyses by Goldman
Sachs. Some
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of the summaries of the financial analyses include information presented in tabular format. The tables must be read together with the full text of
each summary and are alone not a complete description of Goldman Sachs financial analyses. Except as otherwise noted, the following
quantitative information, to the extent that it is based on market data, is based on market data as it existed on or before April 23, 2004, and is not
necessarily indicative of current market conditions.

Historical Stock Price Performance Review

Oxford

Goldman Sachs reviewed the average of the closing prices of Oxford common stock over two-week, one-, three- and six-month and one-, two-,
three-, four- and five-year periods ending on April 2, 2004, the last trading day before a report of a rumored transaction involving Oxford
appeared in The Wall Street Journal. Goldman Sachs also reviewed the closing price for Oxford common stock on April 23, 2004, the last
trading day before the announcement of the signing of the merger agreement; the average of the closing prices of Oxford common stock over the
five-trading-day period ending on April 2, 2004; and the closing prices for Oxford common stock on the last trading day immediately prior to
each of the two-week, one-, three- and six-month and one-, two-, three-, four- and five-year periods ending on April 23, 2004. The results of this
review are noted in the table below.

Closing Stock Price on
Average of Closing Prices

Specified Trading
over Specified Period Day

April 23, 2004 N/A $ 50.89
Five-day average for period ending April 2, 2004 N/A 48.87
Two weeks $ 47.64 56.70*
One month 47.68 46.73
Three months 47.26 47.74
Six months 45.20 43.71
One year 41.28 28.71
Two years 40.03 44.87
Three years 36.78 26.49
Four years 34.73 14.50

Five years 30.86 18.50

* This closing stock price was as of April 9, 2004, after the report of a rumored transaction involving Oxford appeared in The Wall Street
Journal.

UnitedHealth Group

Goldman Sachs reviewed the average of the closing prices of UnitedHealth Group common stock over two-week, one-, three- and six-month and
one-, two-, three-, four- and five-year periods ending on April 23, 2004, as well as the closing price for UnitedHealth Group common stock on
April 23, 2004 and the closing prices for UnitedHealth Group common stock on the last trading day immediately prior to each of the two-week,
one-, three- and six-month and one-, two-, three-, four- and five-year periods ending on April 23, 2004. The results of this review are noted in
the table below.
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Closing Stock Price on
Average of Closing Prices

Specified Trading
over Specified Period Day

April 23, 2004

N/A $ 65.95
Two weeks $ 65.72 68.08
One month 65.05 63.70
Three months 62.54 59.67
Six months 58.39 53.98
One year 54.19 45.38
Two years 49.15 42.58
Three years 44.12 29.87
Four years 39.35 17.36
Five years 34.31 13.47
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Discounted Cash Flow Analysis

Goldman Sachs performed discounted cash flow analyses to determine ranges of implied present values per share of Oxford common stock as of
April 1, 2004, utilizing Oxford management s forecasts reflecting both its base case and pessimistic case scenarios. Oxford management
informed Goldman Sachs that its base case and pessimistic case scenarios reflected differing assumptions on the part of Oxford management as
to growth in Oxford s membership, increases in its medical costs, premium increases to be charged to Oxford members and increases in Oxford s
administrative expenses. According to Oxford management, these differing assumptions reflected different potential scenarios with respect to
competitive pricing pressure, economic growth, trends in employment and increases in medical costs in the markets in which Oxford operates
and the product mix of Oxford products and services sold. For 2004, the Oxford management s forecast were identical under both scenarios. For
2005 through 2008, the pessimistic case scenario reflected the possibility of a more negative outlook with respect to the above variables. Using
discount rates ranging from 11% to 7%, reflecting estimates of Oxford s weighted average cost of capital, Goldman Sachs derived a range of
implied enterprise values for Oxford by discounting to present value (a) the expected free cash flow of Oxford over the period from April 1,
2004 through December 31, 2008 and (b) implied terminal values for Oxford as of December 31, 2008 derived by multiplying estimates of
Oxford s 2008 earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization, referred to as EBITDA, by terminal multiples ranging from 5.5x to
7.5x. To calculate ranges of implied present values per share of Oxford, Goldman Sachs subtracted from the range of implied enterprise values,
the amount of Oxford s indebtedness as provided to it by the management of Oxford and divided the result by the number of Oxford s fully
diluted shares outstanding provided to Goldman Sachs by Oxford s management.

Based on the forgoing calculations, Goldman Sachs derived a range of implied present values of $53.28 to $76.62 per share of Oxford common
stock based on Oxford management s forecasts reflecting its base case scenario and a range of implied present values of $34.92 to $49.36 per
share of Oxford common stock based on Oxford management s forecasts reflecting its pessimistic case scenario. Goldman Sachs noted that the
range of implied present values per share of Oxford common stock derived reflecting the base case scenario reflected premia ranging from 4.7%
to 50.6% over the $50.89 closing price for Oxford common stock as of April 23, 2004, and the range of implied present values per share of
Oxford common stock derived reflecting the pessimistic case scenario reflected discounts to the $50.89 closing price for Oxford common stock
as of April 23, 2004 ranging from 31.4% to 3.0%.

Analysis of Illustrative Present Values Based on Hypothetical Future Stock Prices

Oxford Common Stock

Goldman Sachs calculated an illustrative range of implied present values as of April 1, 2004 for a share of common stock of Oxford based on
hypothetical future share prices for Oxford common stock derived using four different estimates of Oxford s stand-alone earnings per share,
referred to as EPS, for 2006. The four EPS estimates were based on Oxford management s forecasts reflecting its:

base case scenario;

base case scenario, adjusted to reflect Oxford management s estimates of the impact of potential share repurchases by Oxford in 2004
2006;

pessimistic case scenario; and
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pessimistic case scenario, adjusted to reflect Oxford management s estimates of the impact of potential share repurchases by Oxford in
2004 2006.

For purposes of this analysis, Goldman Sachs calculated a range of hypothetical share prices for Oxford common stock as of December 31, 2005
by multiplying each of the four estimates of 2006 EPS for Oxford by hypothetical forward price-to-earnings, referred to as P/E, ratios ranging
from 8.6x to 12.6x. Using discount rates ranging from 8.0% to 12.0%, reflecting estimates of Oxford s cost of equity capital, Goldman Sachs
derived an illustrative range of implied present values for a share of Oxford common stock by discounting to present value
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(1) the range of December 31, 2005 hypothetical share prices it calculated for Oxford common stock using each of the four estimates of Oxford s
2006 EPS and (2) an assumed quarterly dividend rate equal to Oxford s current $.10 per share quarterly dividend rate. The illustrative ranges of
implied present values for a share of Oxford common stock calculated using each of the four estimates of Oxford s 2006 EPS are as follows:

Illustrative Range

2006 EPS Estimate of Present Values
Base case $ 38.49-$59.70
Base case, adjusted for share repurchases $ 44.50-$69.08
Pessimistic case $ 29.25-$45.29
Pessimistic case, adjusted for share repurchases $ 33.95-$52.62

Merger Consideration

Goldman Sachs also calculated two illustrative ranges of implied values of the merger consideration to be received by Oxford stockholders for
each share of Oxford common stock. These ranges of implied values of the merger consideration reflected illustrative ranges of implied present
values as of April 1, 2004 of 0.6357 of a share of common stock of UnitedHealth Group, the stock component of the merger consideration, based
on hypothetical future share prices derived using two different estimates of the combined company s 2006 EPS, plus $16.17, the cash component
of the merger consideration. Although both estimates of 2006 EPS for the combined company that were utilized were derived using (1) an
estimate of UnitedHealth Group s stand-alone 2006 EPS calculated based on IBES median estimate of UnitedHealth Group s 2005 EPS growth
increased for 2006 based on the IBES median estimate of the long-term compounded annual growth rate for UnitedHealth Group and (2) Oxford
management s estimate of the operating synergies to result from the merger, the two estimates differed in that one was derived using Oxford
management s estimates of Oxford s stand-alone 2006 EPS based on its base case forecasts and the other was derived using Oxford management s
estimate of Oxford s stand-alone 2006 EPS based on its pessimistic case forecasts. These projections of Oxford management did not reflect
adjustments for the impact of potential share repurchases.

For purposes of this analysis, Goldman Sachs calculated a range of hypothetical future share prices for the common stock of UnitedHealth

Group as of December 31, 2005 by multiplying each of the two different estimates of the combined company s 2006 EPS by hypothetical
forward P/E ratios ranging from 14.1x to 18.1x. Using discount rates ranging from 7.0% to 9.0% reflecting estimates of the combined company s
cost of equity capital, Goldman Sachs derived an illustrative range of implied present values for a share of UnitedHealth Group common stock

by discounting to present value the range of December 31, 2005 hypothetical share prices calculated using each of the two estimates of the
combined company s 2006 EPS. Goldman Sachs derived the two illustrative ranges of implied values of the merger consideration by multiplying
each of the two ranges of December 31, 2005 hypothetical share prices for UnitedHealth Group by 0.6357, the exchange ratio applicable to the
stock component of the merger consideration, and increasing the result by the $16.17 cash component of the merger consideration. Goldman
Sachs also calculated the premia reflected by the illustrative range of implied values of the merger consideration calculated based on the estimate
of the combined company s 2006 EPS derived using Oxford management s forecasts reflecting its base case and pessimistic case scenarios,
respectively, as compared to the illustrative range of present values of a share of Oxford common stock calculated using the same forecasts for
Oxford, but adjusted to reflect Oxford management s estimates of the impact of potential share repurchases by Oxford in 2004 2006 as described
above under Analyses of Illustrative Present Values Based on Hypothetical Future Stock Prices Oxford Common Stock.
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The illustrative ranges of implied value of the merger consideration using each of the two estimates of the combined company s 2006 EPS as
well as the ranges of premia calculated by Goldman Sachs are set forth in the following table.

Ranges of Premia to Oxford

2006 Estimates of

Illustrative Ranges of Merger Stand-Alone Ranges of Present
Combined Company EPS Consideration Value Values
Under Oxford management base case scenario $57.20-$70.55 28.5%-2.1%
Under Oxford management pessimistic case
scenario $55.93-$68.87 64.7%-30.9%

Research Analyst Recommendations

Goldman Sachs reviewed the research analyst recommendations with respect to the common stock of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group compiled
by IBES as of April 23, 2004, before the announcement of the signing of the merger agreement. Goldman Sachs noted that IBES compilation
included the recommendations of 16 different brokerage firms with respect to Oxford common stock and 22 different brokerage firms with
respect to UnitedHealth Group common stock. The following table provides, with respect to the common stock of each of the two companies,
the percentage of those brokerage firms that, according to information compiled by IBES as of April 23, 2004, had outstanding each of the
following recommendations (or an equivalent thereof).

Recommendation Oxford UnitedHealth Group
Strong buy 6% 41%
Buy 0% 50%
Hold 63% 9%
Underperform 25% 0%
Sell 6% 0%

Historical Exchange Ratio Analysis

Goldman Sachs calculated implied exchange ratios reflecting the average of the closing prices of Oxford common stock as compared to the
average of the closing prices of UnitedHealth Group common stock over two-week, one-, three-, six-month and one-, two- and three-year
periods ending April 2, 2004. Goldman Sachs also calculated implied exchange ratios reflecting the closing price of Oxford common stock on
April 23, 2004 as compared to the closing price of UnitedHealth Group common stock on that day; reflecting the average of the closing prices of
Oxford common stock over the five trading days ending on April 2, 2004 as compared to the closing price of UnitedHealth Group common stock
on April 23, 2004; and reflecting the closing prices of Oxford common stock as compared to UnitedHealth Group common stock on the last
trading day immediately prior to each of the two-week, one-, three- and six-month and one-, two- and three-year periods prior to April 23, 2004.
The results of these ratio calculations are reflected in the following table.

Implied Exchange Ratio of Implied Exchange Ratio of
Average of Closing Prices over Closing Stock Prices on
Specified Period Specified Trading Day
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April 23, 2004 N/A 17X
Five-day average for period ending April 2,

2004 N/A 74x
One Month 78x .73x
Three Months 78x .80x
Six Months .80x .81x
One Year 78x .63x
Two Years .83x 1.05x
Three Years .86x .89x
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Goldman Sachs also calculated that an implied merger consideration price of $58.09 as compared to the $65.95 closing price for UnitedHealth
Group common stock as of April 23, 2004 reflected an implied exchange ratio of .88x. The $58.09 implied merger consideration price was
derived by adding the $16.17 cash component of the merger consideration and the market value of .6357 of a share of UnitedHealth Group
common stock, the stock component of the merger consideration, calculated based on the $65.95 closing price of UnitedHealth Group common
stock as of April 23, 2004.

Historical Premium Analysis

Goldman Sachs calculated that the $58.09 implied merger consideration price noted above represented a premium of 14.2% over the $50.89
closing price for the shares of Oxford common stock on April 23, 2004 and a premium of 18.9% over the $48.87 average of the closing prices of
Oxford common stock over the five trading days ending on April 2, 2004. Goldman Sachs also calculated the premia reflected by the sum of (1)
$16.17, the cash component of the merger consideration, plus (2) the average of the closing prices of UnitedHealth Group common stock over
the one-, three-, six- and twelve- month periods ending April 2, 2004, multiplied by .6357, the fraction of a share of UnitedHealth Group
common stock included in the merger consideration, as compared to the average trading price of Oxford common stock over each of the one-,
three-, six- and twelve-month periods ending April 2, 2004. Goldman Sachs also calculated the premia reflected by the sum of (1) $16.17 plus
(2) the closing price of UnitedHealth Group common stock on the last trading day immediately prior to the beginning of each of those periods,
multiplied by .6357, as compared to the closing price of Oxford common stock on the last trading day immediately prior to the beginning of each
of the same periods. The results of these premia calculations are reflected in the following table.

Premium Based on Average of Premium Based on Closing Price on
Closing Prices over Specified Period Specified Trading Day
One Month 17.7% 21.3%
Three Months 16.0% 13.3%
Six Months 15.8% 15.5%
One Year 22.4% 56.8%

Transaction Multiple Analyses

Goldman Sachs calculated the following for Oxford:

Enterprise value as a multiple of actual 2003 revenues and estimated 2004 and 2005 revenues;

Enterprise value as a multiple of actual 2003 EBITDA, and estimated 2004 and 2005 EBITDA;

Enterprise value as a multiple of actual 2003 earnings before interest and taxes, referred to as EBIT, and estimated 2004 and 2005
EBIT;

Share price as a multiple of 2003 actual EPS and 2004 and 2005 estimated EPS; and

Enterprise value divided by number of members of Oxford as of December 31, 2003.
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In connection with the foregoing calculations, Goldman Sachs utilized an enterprise value for Oxford based on an implied equity value
calculated by multiplying the number of fully diluted outstanding shares of Oxford provided by Oxford management by an implied merger
consideration price of $58.09 per share. The enterprise value for Oxford was calculated by decreasing this implied equity value by the amount by
which Oxford s excess cash exceeded it total debt based on information provided by Oxford management. Oxford s management also provided
the fully diluted share and number of members information.

For purposes of its calculations in connection with this analysis, Goldman Sachs used actual 2003 financial results for Oxford based on publicly
availably information and 2004 and 2005 estimates from Oxford management. For 2005 (but not 2004) Oxford management s estimates
reflecting its base case scenario differed from those reflecting its pessimistic case scenario. Goldman Sachs performed its calculations using
2005 estimates from management reflecting both its base case and pessimistic case scenarios.
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Goldman Sachs calculations are summarized below.

Based on a $58.09 Implied
Merger Consideration Price

Enterprise value as a multiple of:

2003 actual revenue 0.9x
2004 estimated revenue 0.8
2005 estimated revenue base case 0.7
2005 estimated revenue pessimistic case 0.8
2003 actual EBITDA 7.6x
2004 estimated EBITDA 7.3
2005 estimated EBITDA base case 6.7
2005 estimated EBITDA pessimistic case 7.8
2003 actual EBIT 8.0x
2004 estimated EBIT 7.7
2005 estimated EBIT base case 7.0
2005 estimated EBIT pessimistic case 8.2
Share price as a multiple of:

2003 actual EPS 14.0x
2004 estimated EPS 13.2
2005 estimated EPS base case 12.0
2005 estimated EPS pessimistic case 14.1
Enterprise value divided by number of members as of December 31, 2003 $ 3,129.8

Common Stock Comparison of Regional Health Insurers

Goldman Sachs compared selected publicly available financial information, percentages, multiples and rates for Oxford and the following
selected regional health insurance companies:

HealthNet, Inc.

Coventry Health Care, Inc.

Humana Inc.

WellChoice, Inc.

PacifiCare Health Systems, Inc.

Sierra Health Services, Inc.

Table of Contents 118



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Although none of the selected companies are directly comparable to Oxford, the companies included were chosen because they are publicly
traded companies with operations that for purposes of analysis may be considered similar to the operations of Oxford.

The equity market capitalization for each of the selected companies (except Oxford, as noted below) was calculated by multiplying the closing
stock price of each as of April 23, 2004 by the number of that company s fully diluted outstanding shares as disclosed in the company s most
recent publicly available data. Each company s enterprise value was calculated by adding to its equity market capitalization the amount of its net
debt as of December 31, 2003.

Goldman Sachs compared the following results for the selected companies and Oxford:

the April 23, 2004 closing stock price (except as noted below with respect to Oxford common stock) as a percentage of the 52-week

high stock price;

enterprise value as a multiple of: 2003 sales, EBITDA and EBIT;
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the April 23, 2004 closing stock price (except as noted below with respect to Oxford common stock) as a multiple of estimated EPS
for 2004 and as a multiple of estimated EPS for 2005, referred to as the 2005 P/E multiple;

estimated five-year EPS compounded annual growth rate, referred to as the 5-Year EPS CAGR;

the 2005 P/E multiple as a multiple of the 5-Year EPS CAGR; and

enterprise value divided by number of members as of December 31, 2003, referred to as enterprise value per member.

The following table shows the median and mean percentages and multiples and rates referred to for the selected regional insurers, including
Oxford. To the extent that the calculation of this information required the use of estimates of future results and a recent stock price, Goldman
Sachs used estimated results based on median estimates for each company (including Oxford) published by IBES as of April 23, 2004 and the
closing stock price as of April 23, 2004 for each company other than Oxford, for which Goldman Sachs used the $48.87 average of the closing
prices of Oxford common stock over the five trading days ending on April 2, 2004. The median and mean for the selected regional insurers,
including Oxford, are compared on the following table to similar information calculated by Goldman Sachs with respect to Oxford based on both
an implied merger consideration price of $58.09 and Oxford management s forecasts reflecting its base case and pessimistic case scenarios. All
historical information used by Goldman Sachs for purposes of this analysis was derived from the applicable companies latest publicly available
financial statements as of April 23, 2004, except that the fully-diluted-share and number-of-members information used with respect to Oxford
were from Oxford s management.

Regional Health
Oxford Based on $58.09
Insurers Implied Merger
(including Oxford) Consideration Price
Management s Management s
Base Pessimistic
Median Mean Case Case
Enterprise value to 2003 sales 0.5x 0.5x 0.9x 0.9x
Enterprise value to 2003 EBITDA 6.4x 6.9x 7.6x 7.6x
Enterprise value to 2003 EBIT 7.8x 7.7x 8.0x 8.0x
2004 P/E multiple 13.4x 12.4x 13.2x 13.2x
2005 P/E multiple 11.2x 10.9x 12.0x 14.1x
5-Year EPS CAGR 13.5% 13.9% 12.0% 12.0%
2005 P/E multiple to 5-Year EPS CAGR 0.8x 0.8x 1.0x 1.2x
Enterprise value per member $ 1,044 $1,130 $ 3,130 $ 3,130

Selected Historical Transactions Analysis

Goldman Sachs reviewed publicly available information for the following announced merger or acquisition transactions involving companies in
the health insurance industry (Target/Acquirer Announcement Date):

WellPoint Health Networks Inc./Anthem, Inc. October 27, 2003
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MAMSI/UnitedHealth Group Incorporated October 27, 2003

Cobalt Corporation/WellPoint Health Networks Inc. June 2, 2003

AmeriChoice Corp./UnitedHealth Group Incorporated June 2, 2002

Trigon Healthcare, Inc./Anthem, Inc. April 29, 2002

CareFirst, Inc./WellPoint Health Networks Inc. November 20, 2001 (proposed transaction ultimately withdrawn)

RightCHOICE Managed Care, Inc./WellPoint Health Networks Inc. October 18, 2001
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Cerulean Companies, Inc./WellPoint Health Networks, Inc. November 29, 2000

Humana Inc./UnitedHealth Group Incorporated May 2, 1998 (transaction ultimately terminated)

NYLCare Health Plans, Inc./Aetna Inc. March 16, 1998

HealthSource, Inc./CIGNA Corporation February 28, 1997

FHP International Corporation/PacifiCare Health Systems, Inc. August 5, 1996

U.S. Healthcare Inc./Aetna Life and Casualty Company April 1, 1996

Health Systems International, Inc./WellPoint Health Networks Inc. March 8, 1995

Goldman Sachs calculated and compared the following multiples, premia and other information with respect to the merger to similar information
for the selected transactions:

the enterprise value of the target company as a multiple of revenue, EBITDA and EBIT for the twelve month period prior to the
announcement, referred to as the LTM period;

price per target share payable in the transaction as a multiple of IBES median EPS estimate for the target for the following
four-quarter period at the time of announcement, referred to as the forward P/E ratio;

the enterprise value of the target divided by the number of members based on the latest publicly available information for the target
prior to the announcement; and

the premium over the target s share price one day, one week and one month prior to announcement reflected by the announced
per-share transaction price, or, in the case of the merger, $16.17 plus the market value of the stock component merger consideration on
the applicable day.

For purposes of this analysis, each target s enterprise value was calculated by multiplying the announced per-share transaction price by the
number of that company s fully diluted outstanding shares as disclosed in the company s most recent filings prior to the announcement of the
applicable transaction and adding to that result the company s net debt as disclosed in the company s most recent filings prior to the
announcement of the applicable transaction less the amount of certain transaction expenses.

The results of Goldman Sachs calculations and comparisons are summarized as follows:

High Mean Median Low Proposed
Merger
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Enterprise value as a multiple of LTM Period

Revenue 2.2x 0.9x 0.8x 0.3x 0.9x
EBITDA 15.6x 10.5x 10.9x 5.0x 7.6x
EBIT 20.6x 13.4x 13.3x 8.2x 8.0x
Forward P/E Ratio 24.9x 19.8x 19.4x 16.1x 13.2x
Enterprise value per member $3,171 $1,143 $ 1,003 $ 330 $3,129.8
Premium over market price prior to announcement
One Day 46.3% 22.3% 20.4% 11.5% 14.2%/
18.9%*
One Week 46.2% 25.8% 27.2% 8.8% 7.7%
One Month 64.2% 32.3% 26.0% 6.6% 21.3%

* Premium calculated based on the $48.87 average of the closing prices of Oxford common stock over the five trading days ended April 2,
2004.
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Contribution Analysis

Goldman Sachs calculated the hypothetical relative contributions of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group to a combined company in terms of:

sales, EBITDA, EBIT and net income based on actual results for 2003 and estimated results for 2004 and 2005; and

number of members as of December 31, 2003.

Based on implied equity values of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group calculated by Goldman Sachs using the metrics set out below, Goldman
Sachs calculated the hypothetical relative contributions of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group to a combined company and implied exchange ratios
for a hypothetical all-stock acquisition of Oxford by UnitedHealth Group. Goldman Sachs used the following metrics for its calculations:

actual 2003 and estimated 2004 and 2005 sales, EBITDA and EBIT with implied equity values for each of UnitedHealth Group and
Oxford calculated by (a) multiplying each of these figures for that party by the multiple of UnitedHealth Group s actual 2003 and
estimated 2004 and 2005 sales, EBITDA or EBIT, as applicable, reflected by UnitedHealth Group s enterprise value as of April 23,
2004 and (b) decreasing (in the case of UnitedHealth Group, which had positive net debt) or increasing (in the case of Oxford, which
had negative net debt) the result to reflect the applicable company s net debt as of December 31, 2003;

actual 2003 and estimated 2004 and 2005 net income with implied equity values for each of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford
calculated by multiplying each of the these figures for that party by the multiples of UnitedHealth Group s actual 2003 and estimated
2004 and 2005 net income reflected by UnitedHealth Group s equity market value based on the closing price of UnitedHealth Group
common stock on April 23, 2004;

number of members as of December 31, 2003 with implied equity values for each of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford calculated by (a)
multiplying this figure for that party by the multiple of the number of members of UnitedHealth Group as of December 31, 2003
reflected by UnitedHealth Group s enterprise value as of April 23, 2004 and (b) decreasing (in the case of UnitedHealth Group, which
had positive net debt) or increasing (in the case of Oxford, which had negative net debt) the result to reflect the applicable company s
net debt as of December 31, 2003; and

equity market capitalization with each party s implied equity market value calculated by multiplying the number of its diluted shares
outstanding by, in the case of UnitedHealth Group, its $65.95 closing stock price as of April 23, 2004 and, in the case of Oxford, the
$48.87 average closing price for Oxford common stock over the five trading period before April 2, 2004.

Finally, Goldman Sachs calculated the percentage of the fully diluted shares of common stock of UnitedHealth Group that the UnitedHealth
Group shareholders before the merger would retain following the merger, and the percentage of the fully diluted shares of common stock of
UnitedHealth Group Oxford stockholders would receive, based on the implied exchange ratio in an all-stock transaction at the implied merger
consideration price of $58.09 and a $65.95 closing stock price for UnitedHealth Group common stock as of April 23, 2004.

For purposes of the foregoing calculations, Goldman Sachs utilized median IBES estimates for UnitedHealth Group and Oxford management s
forecasts reflecting its base case and pessimistic case scenarios. The fully diluted share numbers used with respect to Oxford were from Oxford s
management and with respect to UnitedHealth Group were from UnitedHealth Group s most recent publicly available SEC filings as of April 23,
2004. Goldman Sachs used net debt information for UnitedHealth Group derived from the public SEC filings of UnitedHealth Group and net
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as total indebtedness less cash. All historical financial results utilized were derived from the applicable company s publicly available SEC filings.

The results of the Goldman Sachs calculations are as follows:

Implied
Implied % of Exchange
% Contribution Combined Equity Ratio
UnitedHealth Oxford UnitedHealth Oxford
Sales
2003 actual 85.3% 14.7% 84.9% 15.1% 1.392x
2004 estimate 85.8% 14.2% 85.4% 14.6% 1.345x
2005 estimate
UnitedHealth Group IBES/Oxford base case 85.8% 14.2% 85.4% 14.6% 1.347x
2005 estimate Oxford pessimistic case 86.5% 13.5% 86.1% 13.9% 1.266x
EBITDA
2003 actual 84.6% 15.4% 84.1% 15.9% 1.477x
2004 estimate 86.2% 13.8% 85.8% 14.2% 1.303x
2005 estimate
UnitedHealth Group IBES/Oxford base case 86.4% 13.6% 86.0% 14.0% 1.276x
2005 estimate Oxford pessimistic case 88.1% 11.9% 87.7% 12.3% 1.105x
EBIT
2003 actual 83.9% 16.1% 83.5% 16.5% 1.547x
2004 estimate 85.1% 14.9% 84.7% 15.3% 1.420x
2005 estimate
UnitedHealth Group IBES/Oxford base case 85.6% 14.4% 85.2% 14.8% 1.367x
2005 estimate Oxford pessimistic case 87.4% 12.6% 87.0% 13.0% 1.175x
Net Income
2003 actual 84.2% 15.8% 84.2% 15.8% 1.469x
2004 estimate 86.5% 13.5% 86.5% 13.5% 1.232x
2005 estimate
UnitedHealth Group IBES/Oxford base case 86.9% 13.1% 86.9% 13.1% 1.190x
2005 estimate Oxford pessimistic case 88.6% 11.4% 88.6% 11.4% 1.016x
Membership
92.8% 7.2% 92.4% 7.6% 0.658x
Equity Market Capitalization
91.5% 8.5% 0.741x
All-Stock Transaction
90.0% 10.0% 0.881x

The preparation of a fairness opinion is a complex process and is not necessarily susceptible to partial analysis or summary description.
Selecting portions of the analyses or of the summary set forth above, without considering the analyses as a whole, could create an incomplete
view of the processes underlying Goldman Sachs opinion. In arriving at its fairness determination, Goldman Sachs considered the results of all
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the analyses and did not attribute any particular weight to any factor or analysis considered by it. Rather, Goldman Sachs made its determination
as to fairness on the basis of its experience and professional judgment after considering the results of all the analyses. No company or transaction
used in the above analyses as a comparison is directly comparable to Oxford or UnitedHealth Group or the merger.

Goldman Sachs prepared these analyses for purposes of Goldman Sachs providing its opinion to Oxford s board of directors as to the fairness
from a financial point of view to the holders of the outstanding shares of Oxford common stock of the merger consideration to be received by
those holders pursuant to the merger. These analyses do not purport to be appraisals nor do they necessarily reflect the prices at which businesses
or securities
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actually may be sold. Analyses based upon forecasts of future results are not necessarily indicative of actual future results, which may be
significantly more or less favorable than suggested by these analyses. Because these analyses are inherently subject to uncertainty, being based
upon numerous factors or events beyond the control of the parties or their respective advisors, none of Oxford, UnitedHealth Group, Goldman
Sachs or any other person assumes responsibility if future results are materially different from those forecast. As described above, Goldman
Sachs opinion to Oxford s board of directors was one of many factors taken into consideration by Oxford s board of directors in making its
determination to approve the merger agreement.

Goldman Sachs and its affiliates, as part of their investment banking business, are continually engaged in performing financial analyses with
respect to businesses and their securities in connection with mergers and acquisitions, negotiated underwritings, competitive biddings, secondary
distributions of listed and unlisted securities, private placements and other transactions as well as for estate, corporate and other purposes.
Goldman Sachs acted as financial advisor to Oxford in connection with, and participated in certain of the negotiations leading to, the merger
agreement. In addition, Goldman Sachs has provided investment banking services to UnitedHealth Group from time to time, including having
acted as:

lead manager of a public offering of UnitedHealth Group s 5.20% Notes due January 2007 (aggregate principal amount $400,000,000)
in January 2002;

UnitedHealth Group s financial advisor in connection with its acquisition of AmeriChoice Corporation of Virginia announced in June
2002;

co-manager of a public offering of UnitedHealth Group s 4.875% Notes due April 2013 (aggregate principal amount $450,000,000) in
March 2003;

UnitedHealth Group s financial advisor in connection with its acquisition of Golden Rule Financial Corporation of Indiana announced
in September 2003:

UnitedHealth Group s financial advisor in connection with its acquisition of MAMSI announced in October 2003;

co-manager of a public offering of UnitedHealth Group s 3.30% Notes due January 2008 (aggregate principal amount $500,000,000) in
November 2003; and

co-manager of a public offering of UnitedHealth Group s 3.75% Notes due February 2009 (aggregate principal amount
$250,000,000) and 4.75% Notes due February 2014 (aggregate principal amount $250,000,000) in February 2004.

Goldman Sachs also executed a block trade of 500,000 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock held by a member of the board of directors
of UnitedHealth Group in February 2004 and currently acts as agent with respect to UnitedHealth Group s commercial paper program. Goldman
Sachs may also provide investment banking services to Oxford and UnitedHealth Group in the future. In connection with the above-described
investment banking services, Goldman Sachs has received, and may receive, compensation.

In addition, Goldman Sachs is a full service securities firm engaged, either directly or through its affiliates, in securities trading, investment
management, financial planning and benefits counseling, financing and brokerage activities for both companies and individuals. In the ordinary
course of these activities, Goldman Sachs and its affiliates may provide these services to Oxford, UnitedHealth Group and their respective
affiliates, may actively trade the debt and equity securities (or related derivative securities) of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group for their own
account and for the accounts of their customers and may at any time hold long and short positions of such securities.
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Oxford selected Goldman Sachs as its financial advisor because it is an internationally recognized investment banking firm that has substantial
experience in transactions similar to the merger. Pursuant to a letter agreement, dated November 5, 2003, Oxford engaged Goldman Sachs to act
as its exclusive financial advisor in connection with a possible strategic transaction involving the sale of all or a portion of the stock or assets of
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Oxford. Pursuant to the terms of this letter agreement, Oxford agreed to pay Goldman Sachs a transaction fee equal to .40% of the total equity
consideration paid in connection with the merger. The principal portion of the transaction fee is contingent upon completion of the merger.
Oxford has also agreed to reimburse Goldman Sachs for its reasonable out-of-pocket expenses, including attorneys fees and disbursements, and
to indemnify Goldman Sachs against various liabilities, including various liabilities under the federal securities laws.

Completion and Effectiveness of the Merger

The merger will be completed when all of the conditions to completion of the merger are satisfied or waived, if permissible, including adoption
of the merger agreement by the stockholders of Oxford. The merger will become effective upon the filing of a certificate of merger with the
State of Delaware.

UnitedHealth Group and Oxford are working to complete the merger as quickly as possible, and we hope to do so as promptly as practicable
after the special meeting and the receipt of any required regulatory approvals and consents. However, because the merger is subject to closing
conditions and the approval of certain regulatory agencies such as the Departments of Insurance of each of New York, California, New Jersey
and Connecticut, as well as the Department of Health of New York and the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, UnitedHealth
Group and Oxford cannot predict the exact timing of the completion of the merger.

As promptly as practicable after the merger is completed, Wells Fargo, the exchange agent for the merger, will mail to you a letter of transmittal
and instructions for surrendering your Oxford stock certificates in exchange for UnitedHealth Group common stock and cash. When you deliver
your Oxford stock certificates to the exchange agent along with a properly executed letter of transmittal and any other required documents, your
Oxford stock certificates will be cancelled and you will receive a certificate representing that number of whole shares of UnitedHealth Group
stock that you are entitled to receive pursuant to the merger agreement and a check for the cash that you are entitled to receive pursuant to the
merger agreement.

You should not submit your stock certificates for exchange until you have completed and mailed the letter of transmittal and instructions
referred to above.

You will be entitled to receive dividends or other distributions on UnitedHealth Group common stock with a record date after the merger is
completed, but only after you have surrendered your Oxford stock certificates. If there is any dividend or other distribution on UnitedHealth
Group common stock with a record date after the merger, you will receive the dividend or distribution promptly after the later of the date that
your UnitedHealth Group shares are issued to you or the date the dividend or other distribution is paid to all UnitedHealth Group shareholders.

UnitedHealth Group will issue a UnitedHealth Group stock certificate or check in a name other than the name in which a surrendered Oxford
stock certificate is registered only if you present the exchange agent with all documents required to show and effect the unrecorded transfer of
ownership and show that you paid any applicable stock transfer taxes.

Operations Following the Merger
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Following the merger, the business of Oxford will be continued by a wholly owned subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group. Upon completion of the
merger, the managers and officers of Ruby Acquisition will operate the business formerly conducted by Oxford. The stockholders of Oxford will
become shareholders of UnitedHealth Group and their rights as shareholders will be governed by the UnitedHealth Group second restated
articles of incorporation, the UnitedHealth Group second amended and restated bylaws and the laws of the State of Minnesota. See Comparison
of Rights of Shareholders of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford beginning on page 104 for a discussion of some of the differences in the rights of
shareholders of UnitedHealth Group and the stockholders of Oxford.
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Interests of Certain Persons in the Merger

Oxford s directors and executive officers have interests in the merger as individuals in addition to, and that may be different from, their interests
as stockholders. The Oxford board of directors was aware of these interests of Oxford s directors and executive officers and considered them in
its decision to approve and adopt the merger agreement.

Employment Agreements between Oxford Executive Officers and UnitedHealth Group

Certain of Oxford s executive officers and senior management personnel have executed employment agreements with UnitedHealth Group and
United HealthCare Services, Inc. that will take effect upon the completion of the merger, except that Annex A of each of the employment
agreements was effective upon the signing of the merger agreement and will become void if the merger is not completed. Upon completion of
the merger and the effectiveness of the new employment agreements, all prior employment agreements between Oxford and such executives will
terminate.

New Employment Agreements Generally

Each of the employment agreements with Messrs. Berg, Black, Conlin, Hill, Thompson and Dr. Muney has a term that will expire on December
31, 2006 and which will renew automatically for succeeding one-year terms unless either party gives the other a non-renewal notice. Under the
employment agreements, each executive officer will continue in his current position, but with UnitedHealthcare s North East region, including
Oxford. As such, with respect to the North East region, Mr. Berg will serve as UnitedHealthcare s Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Black as the
Executive Vice President of Operations and Chief Information Officer, Mr. Conlin as the Executive Vice President of Health Care Services, Mr.
Hill as the Executive Vice President of Sales and Business Development, Dr. Muney as an Executive Vice President and Chief Medical Officer
and Mr. Thompson as an Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Berg will also be responsible for integrating Oxford s and
UnitedHealth Group s business in the North East region and will serve as the Chief Integration Officer in that regard.

Each employment agreement also provides for a payment on the date of the merger that is based on the severance to which the executive would
have been entitled on constructive termination of employment under his Oxford agreement after the merger. The amounts of these payments are
$5,475,000, $1,580,000, $1,530,000, $1,700,000, $1,720,000 and $1,430,000 for Messrs. Berg, Black, Conlin, Hill, and Thompson and Dr.
Muney, respectively. Mr. Berg s payment reflects an increase in his severance provided under his employment agreement, representing one-half
of his salary and last year s bonus, which the compensation committee had been considering in advance of and approved as appropriate in
connection with the merger. UnitedHealth Group may reduce the amount payable to Mr. Berg to $2,975,000 under certain circumstances if Mr.
Berg is granted 72,500 shares of UnitedHealth Group s restricted stock. If granted, the shares will vest over a two-year period, with 45,320 shares
vesting 15 months after the date of grant and an additional 3,020 shares vesting each month thereafter, subject to accelerated vesting in the event
of a qualifying termination of Mr. Berg s employment as described below. Further, if any of these executives, other than Mr. Hill, is subject to
the excise tax imposed under Section 4999 of the Code and such excise tax is incurred in connection with this merger, he will receive an
additional after-tax amount equal to the amount of the excise tax.

Upon a qualifying termination of employment under the new employment agreements, each executive officer will be entitled to severance pay.

A qualifying termination will occur if the executive officer s employment is terminated (1) by mutual agreement of the parties, (2) without cause
by UnitedHealth Group, (3) because of death or disability, (4) upon delivery from UnitedHealth Group of a notice of non-renewal or (5) by the
executive due to a change in employment, as such term is defined in the employment agreement. Severance benefits will commence on the date
of termination and continue for two years for Mr. Berg and one
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year for each other executive officer. The severance benefit is contingent upon execution of a release and is payable in bi-weekly installments
equal to /26 of the sum of the executive officer s annualized base salary plus his average incentive compensation paid over the prior two years
(excluding special, long-term, or one-time bonus or incentive compensation payments), and in the case of Mr. Berg, plus $250,000. In the event
of a qualifying termination after a change in control, the severance payable to Mr. Berg will be payable in a lump sum and the severance payable
to Messrs. Black, Conlin, Hill, Thompson and Dr. Muney will be increased to cover two years of bi-weekly payments.

During the term of an executive officer s employment with UnitedHealth Group and generally for 12 months thereafter in case of the executive
officers other than Mr. Berg, and for 24 months in the case of Mr. Berg, each executive officer will be subject to a restrictive covenant that
prohibits him from engaging in certain activities that are in conflict with his duties under the employment agreement, such as conducting
business with the customers of UnitedHealth Group, recruiting or hiring the employees of UnitedHealth Group, or rendering services to a
competitor of UnitedHealth Group. For executive officers other than Mr. Berg, UnitedHealth Group may elect to have the restrictive covenant be
in effect for up to 24 months if UnitedHealth Group continues to pay the executive severance compensation.

Annex A of each of the employment agreements provides that the executive officers restricted stock units fully vest immediately prior to the
completion of the merger. The executive officers also agree not to exercise any rights arising from a change in control under the executive

officers employment agreements with Oxford between the signing of the merger agreement and completion of the merger. Such a change in
control will occur upon Oxford s stockholders approval of the merger agreement. In addition, the executive officers bonuses for the periods
ending on December 31, 2004 will be paid under Oxford s bonus plans. Should any such executive officer s employment be terminated on or after
the merger, the executive officer will be paid any unpaid bonuses for such period. Annex A of Mr. Berg s employment agreement also grants him
the authority to determine and allocate Oxford bonuses for the periods ending on December 31, 2004.

Charles G. Berg. Mr. Berg will receive an annual base salary of $475,000 in respect of his Chief Executive Officer duties, an additional annual
base salary of $350,000 in respect of his integration duties and a supplemental annual benefit of $250,000 payable in bi-weekly installments
through the earlier to occur of the second anniversary of the completion of the merger or termination of his employment. The agreement also
provides for Mr. Berg to have a target annual bonus equal to 100% of his combined annual base salary and a target annual incentive award under
UnitedHealth Group s Executive Annual Incentive Plan equal to 60% of his combined annual base salary. In addition, on the date the merger is
completed, Mr. Berg will be granted a stock option covering 100,000 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock in respect of his Chief
Executive Officer duties and a stock option covering 100,000 shares in respect of his Chief Integration Officer duties. Thereafter, on each
anniversary of the merger completion date, subject to continued employment, he will be granted a stock option covering 75,000 shares in respect
of his Chief Executive Officer duties and another option covering 75,000 shares in respect of his Chief Integration Officer duties.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, no stock options will be granted to Mr. Berg if he exercises any Oxford stock options between April 26, 2004
and the completion of the merger, unless such Oxford options would otherwise expire within 30 days. Subject to continued employment, 25% of
the shares subject to options granted to Mr. Berg will vest on the first four anniversaries of the date of grant. If Mr. Berg s employment
terminates under circumstances which entitle him to receive severance, he will be treated as continuing to remain employed for two years for
purposes of continued vesting and exercisability of the stock options granted to him under the employment agreement and also for purposes of
any UnitedHealth Group stock options he receives in respect of his Oxford stock options in the merger.

Messrs. Black, Conlin, Hill, Thompson and Dr. Muney. Each of these executive officers will receive an annual base salary equal to the annual
base salary he received with Oxford. Messrs. Black, Conlin and Dr. Muney will receive annual base salaries of $415,000; Mr. Hill will receive
$425,000 and Mr. Thompson will receive $500,000. In addition, each executive officer s annual target bonus shall be equal to 120% of his annual
base salary and each executive officer will be granted, on the merger completion date, a stock option to purchase
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50,000 shares of UnitedHealth Group stock. Subject to continued employment, 25% of the shares subject to the option will vest on the first four
anniversaries of the date of grant. If an executive officer s employment terminates under circumstances entitling him to severance, he will be
treated as continuing to remain employed for one year (two years if the termination occurs within one year following a change in control of
UnitedHealth Group) for purposes of continued vesting and exercisability of the stock options granted to him under the employment agreement
and also for purposes of any UnitedHealth Group stock options he receives in respect of his Oxford stock options in the merger. Notwithstanding
the foregoing, no stock options will be granted to an executive officer if he exercises any Oxford stock options he holds between April 26, 2004
and the completion of the merger, unless such Oxford options would otherwise expire within 30 days.

Mr. Gregoire. In connection with the merger, Mr. Gregoire s employment agreement with Oxford was amended. This amendment provides
generally the same benefits and obligations as under Annex A to the employment agreements between the other executives and UnitedHealth
Group. In addition, the amendment provides that Mr. Gregoire will be entitled to receive a payment on the date of the merger that is based on the
severance he would be entitled to if, following a change in control, his employment were terminated without cause or by reason of a constructive
termination. The amount of this payment is $1,400,000. Oxford also agrees not to terminate Mr. Gregoire for 12 months following the date of
the completion of the merger, during which period he will devote his full time duties and attention to the integration of the Office of the General
Counsel of Oxford with UnitedHealthcare. From the date of consummation of the merger until the expiration of 12 months from such date, Mr.
Gregoire will be paid a base salary of $400,000. Upon termination of employment, Mr. Gregoire will be paid a bonus equal to $20,833
multiplied by the number of months in 2005 Oxford is required to employ him.

Stock Options

In addition, in connection with the merger, UnitedHealth Group will assume each option to purchase Oxford common stock, subject generally to
the same terms and conditions as previously applicable thereto, and each Oxford stock option assumed by UnitedHealth Group will be converted
automatically into options to purchase shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock, except that (1) each such substitute stock option will be
exercisable for, and represent the right to acquire, that whole number of shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock (rounded to the nearest
whole share) equal to the number of shares of Oxford common stock subject to such Oxford stock option multiplied by the option exchange ratio
and (2) the option price per share of UnitedHealth Group common stock under each substitute stock option will be an amount equal to the option
price per share of Oxford common stock subject to the option in effect immediately prior to completion of the merger divided by the option
exchange rate. Options to purchase Oxford common stock, other than options issued pursuant to Oxford s 1991 Directors Stock Option Plan or
which have been or will be granted to employees after April 26, 2004 but before completion of the merger, will fully vest and become
immediately exercisable upon either the adoption by Oxford s stockholders of the merger agreement or upon completion of the merger.

In lieu of the regular annual stock option grant to each of the non-employee directors, the non-employee directors of Oxford may receive an
alternate or modified form of compensation replacing such option grant, as determined by the board of directors of Oxford to be appropriate
after consulting with a nationally recognized compensation consultant, and after consultation with UnitedHealth Group.
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The following table summarizes the estimated amounts that would become payable to Oxford s executive officers and directors in connection

with the exercise of vested stock options and certain accelerated stock options resulting from the merger. For purposes of the following table, the

dollar values have been calculated using the average of the per share closing trading prices of UnitedHealth Group common stock for the ten

trading days ending on June 9, 2004, the most recent practicable date prior to the mailing of this proxy statement/prospectus, as well as the
equivalent stock price plus cash of shares of Oxford common stock on such date.

Vested Value of Accelerated Value of
Stock Options Vested Stock Options Accelerated

Name (# of shares) Stock Options (# of shares) Stock Options
Executive Officers

Charles G. Berg 570,293 $ 18,701,819 558,438 $ 15,808,711
Kurt B. Thompson 215,633 6,575,654 201,697 6,117,092
Steven H. Black 57,501 1,745,706 181,352 4,739,008
Kevin R. Hill 197,263 5,807,645 201,697 6,117,092
Alan M. Muney, M.D., M.H.A. 136,889 4,360,261 129,156 3,748,695
All other executive officers (2 persons) 343,828 11,252,932 297,015 8,735,583
Board of Directors

Joseph W. Brown 19,903 533,428 6,634 136,474
Jonathan J. Coslet 28,749 975,785 6,634 136,474
Robert B. Milligan, Jr. 24,878 472,287 6,634 136,474
Ellen A. Rudnick 13,268 270,813 7,739 173,982
Benjamin H. Safirstein, M.D. 14,373 318,039 6,634 136,474
Kent J. Thiry 25,430 690,002 11,056 245,636

Richard C. Vaughan

Each of Messrs. Berg, Thompson, Black, Hill and Dr. Muney has agreed to forfeit the stock options to be granted pursuant to his employment
agreement with UnitedHealth Group if he exercises any Oxford stock options between April 26, 2004 and the completion of the merger, unless
such Oxford options would otherwise expire within 30 days.

Restricted Stock Units

In addition to the vesting of stock options, restricted stock units held by Oxford s executive officers will vest immediately prior to the merger and
in satisfaction of these units the executive officer will receive unrestricted shares of Oxford common stock. The following table sets forth the
number of restricted stock units held and the equivalent stock price plus cash value of the Oxford shares that will be distributed to these Oxford
executive officers based on the average of the per share closing trading prices of UnitedHealth Group common stock for the ten trading days
ending on June 9, 2004, the most recent practicable date prior to the mailing of this proxy statement/prospectus.

Restricted Value of

Stock Units Restricted
Name (# of shares) Stock Units
Charles G. Berg 50,000 2,820,454
Kurt B. Thompson 19,000 1,071,740
Steven H. Black 20,000 1,128,182
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Kevin R. Hill 19,000 1,071,740
Alan M. Muney, M.D., M.H.A. 14,000 789,727
All other executive officers (2 persons) 31,000 1,748,649

The vesting of restricted stock units held by other Oxford employees will also be accelerated if such an employee s employment is terminated
without cause or such employee terminates his or her employment by reason of a constructive termination, in each case, within 18 months
following the completion of the merger. If such termination occurs, the employee s outstanding restricted stock units, whether or not vested, will
be payable
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in cash in an amount equal to the number of then outstanding restricted stock units multiplied by the closing price of the shares of UnitedHealth
Group common stock underlying the restricted stock units on the date of such employee s termination.

Indemnification and Insurance

The merger agreement provides that without further action upon effectiveness of the merger, Ruby Acquisition will assume and maintain all
rights to indemnification and exculpation provided to current and former directors and officers of Oxford in the Oxford certificate of
incorporation and bylaws, and that such rights will continue in full force and effect following completion of the merger. In addition,
UnitedHealth Group has agreed to indemnify and hold harmless, and provide advancement of expenses to directors, officers and employees of
Oxford to the same extent such persons were indemnified by, or had the right to advancement of expenses from, Oxford on the date of the
merger agreement by Oxford pursuant to Oxford s certificate of incorporation or bylaws.

The merger agreement provides that, for six years after completion of the merger, UnitedHealth Group will maintain Oxford s policies of
directors and officers liability insurance or substitute comparable policies; provided that UnitedHealth Group shall not be obligated to pay
aggregate premiums in excess of 300% of the amount paid by Oxford in its last full fiscal year.

Oxford Common Stock Ownership

The following table provides information about each stockholder known to Oxford to own beneficially more than 5% of the outstanding shares
of Oxford common stock (based solely on information provided in Schedule 13Gs filed by each such entity in February 2004 with the Securities
and Exchange Commission, referred to as the SEC).

Common Percent of
Stock Class(1)
Name and Address of Beneficial Owner
Wellington Management Company, LLP(2)
75 State Street
Boston, MA 02109 8,215,950 10.03%
Vanguard Windsor Funds  Vanguard Windsor Fund(3)
100 Vanguard Blvd.
Malvern, PA 19355 6,602,800 8.06%
Chieftain Capital Management, Inc.(4)
12 East 49th Street
New York, New York 10017 6,073,005 7.41%
Iridian Asset Management LLC, et al.(5)
276 Post Road West
Westport, CT 06880 4,439,050 5.42%
Alex Brown Investment Management LP(6)
217 E. Redwood Street, #1400

Baltimore, MD 21202 4,115,885 5.02%

(1) Percent of class calculation is based on 81,933,598 shares of Oxford common stock outstanding as of June 9, 2004.
(2) This information is furnished in reliance on the Schedule 13G filed by Wellington Management Company, LLP with the SEC on February
12, 2004. The Schedule 13G indicates that the securities as to which the schedule is filed are owned of record by clients of Wellington
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Capital Management, LLP, one of which is Vanguard Windsor Fund, which owns in excess of 5% of Oxford common stock.
(3) This information is furnished in reliance on the Schedule 13G filed by Vanguard Windsor Funds Vanguard Windsor Fund with the SEC
on February 6, 2004.

70

Table of Contents 139



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

(4) This information is furnished in reliance on the Schedule 13G filed by Chieftain Capital Management, Inc. with the SEC on February 13,
2004.

(5) This information is furnished in reliance on the Schedule 13G filed by Iridian Asset Management LLC and other affiliated entities with the
SEC on February 5, 2004.

(6) This information is furnished in reliance on the Schedule 13G filed by Alex Brown Investment Management LP with the SEC on February
17, 2004.

The following table provides information about the beneficial ownership of Oxford common stock as of the close of business on June 9, 2004 by
each director, each executive officer and by all directors and executive officers as a group. The address of all of the persons named or identified
below is c/o Oxford Health Plans, Inc., 48 Monroe Turnpike, Trumbull, Connecticut 06611.

Ownership (1)
Common
Name Stock Percent
Charles G. Berg (2) 675,570 i
Kurt B. Thompson (3) 377,325 *
Steven H. Black (4) 65,000 <
Kevin R. Hill (5) 239,591 *
Alan M. Muney, M.D., M.H.A. (6) 168,186 ®
Joseph W. Brown (7) 22,500 *
Jonathan J. Coslet (8) 35,900 <
Robert B. Milligan, Jr. (9) 28,125 *
Ellen A. Rudnick (10) 16,250 <
Benjamin H. Safirstein, M.D. (11) 16,250 *
Kent J. Thiry (12) 28,750 ®
Richard C. Vaughan (13) 1,000 *

All Executive Officers and Directors as a Group (14 people) (14) 2,153,774 2.57%

*  Less than 1%

(1) For purposes of this table, beneficial ownership is determined in accordance with Rule 13d-3 under the Exchange Act, pursuant to which a
person or group of persons is deemed to have beneficial ownership of any common stock that such person or group has the right to acquire
within 60 days after June 9, 2004. For purposes of computing the percentage of outstanding common stock held by each person named
above, any shares that such person has the right to acquire within 60 days after June 9, 2004 are deemed outstanding but such shares are
not deemed to be outstanding for purposes of computing the percentage ownership of any other person.

(2) Includes 644,649 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options and 30,921 shares of Oxford common
stock held directly, but excludes 50,000 restricted stock units, approximately 214 shares of Oxford common stock held in the Oxford
401(k) savings plan, which are fully vested and options to purchase 631,250 shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60
days.

(3) Includes 243,751 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options and 38,849 shares of Oxford common
stock held directly, but excludes 19,000 restricted stock units, approximately 1,107 shares of Oxford common stock held in the Oxford
401(k) savings plan, which are fully vested and options to purchase 228,000 shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60
days. This amount also includes Mr. Thompson s indirect ownership which includes 83,625 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon
exercise of vested stock options held by his spouse and 2,500 shares of Oxford common stock held directly by his spouse, but excludes her
8,600 restricted stock units, approximately 186 shares of Oxford common stock held by her in the Oxford 401(k) savings plan, which are
fully vested, and her options to purchase 93,250 shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60 days.
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(4) Includes 65,000 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options, but excludes 20,000 restricted stock units,
approximately 131 shares of Oxford common stock held in the Oxford 401 (k) savings plan, which are 40% vested, and options to purchase
205,000 shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60 days.

(5) Includes 222,985 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options and 16,606 shares of Oxford common
stock held directly, but excludes 19,000 restricted stock units, approximately 191 shares of Oxford common stock held in the Oxford
401(k) savings plan, which are fully vested, and options to purchase 228,000 shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60
days.

(6) Includes 154,740 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options and 13,446 shares of Oxford common
stock held directly, but excludes 14,000 restricted stock unit, approximately 143 shares of Oxford common stock held in the Oxford 401 (k)
savings plan, which are fully vested and options to purchase 146,000 shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60 days.

(7) Includes 22,500 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options, but excludes options to purchase 7,500
shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60 days.

(8) Includes 32,500 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options and 3,400 shares of Oxford common stock
held directly, but excludes options to purchase 7,500 shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60 days.

(9) Includes 28,125 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options, but excludes options to purchase 7,500
shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60 days.

(10) Includes 15,000 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options and 1,250 shares of Oxford common stock
held directly, but excludes options to purchase 8,750 shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60 days.

(11) Includes 16,250 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options, but excludes options to purchase 7,500
shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60 days.

(12) Includes 28,750 shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options, but excludes options to purchase 12,500
shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60 days.

(13) Represents 1,000 shares of Oxford common stock held indirectly in a trust for the benefit of Mr. Vaughan s spouse.

(14) Includes all shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon exercise of vested stock options, shares of Oxford common stock issuable upon
exercise of stock options that will vest within 60 days and shares held directly, but excludes restricted stock units, shares held in the
Oxford 401(k) savings plan and options to purchase shares of Oxford common stock that vest in more than 60 days.

Regulatory Matters

The merger is subject to the requirements of the HSR Act, which prevents certain acquisitions from being completed until required information
and materials are furnished to the Antitrust Division of the DOJ and the FTC and certain waiting periods are terminated or expire. Each of
UnitedHealth Group and Oxford intends to file the required notification and report forms with the Antitrust Division of the DOJ and the FTC
before the end of June 2004. The applicable waiting period will begin on the date of filing by both parties and will expire 30 days thereafter (or
on the next regular business day if the 30th day falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal public holiday), unless the waiting period is earlier
terminated or extended by a request for additional information, in which case the waiting period will expire 30 days after substantial compliance
by both parties with respect to the request for additional information, or on the next regular business day if the 30th day falls on a Saturday,
Sunday or legal public holiday.

At any time before or after completion of the merger, the Antitrust Division of the DOJ or the FTC may, however, challenge the merger on
antitrust grounds. Private parties could take action under the antitrust laws, including seeking an injunction prohibiting or delaying the merger,
divestiture or damages under certain
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circumstances. Additionally, at any time before or after the completion of the merger, notwithstanding expiration of the applicable waiting
period, any state could take action under its antitrust laws as it deems necessary or desirable in the public interest. There can be no assurance that
a challenge to the merger will not be made or that, if a challenge is made, Oxford and UnitedHealth Group will prevail.

Pursuant to the New York, California, New Jersey and Connecticut insurance laws and the New York and New Jersey health laws, and in order
to consummate the merger, each of the Commissioners or Superintendents of Insurance in New York, California, New Jersey and Connecticut
and the New York Commissioner of Health must approve UnitedHealth Group s acquisition of control of Oxford s insurance companies and
health maintenance organizations. Oxford will also need to amend its Certificate of Authority for Oxford Health Plans (NJ), Inc. in the State of
New Jersey. To obtain these approvals, UnitedHealth Group has filed acquisition of control or similar applications, as required by the insurance
and health laws and regulations of each state. Before UnitedHealth Group s Form A acquisition of control filings can be approved in New Jersey
and Connecticut, the New Jersey Commissioner of Banking and Insurance and the Connecticut Commissioner of Insurance must hold public
hearings on such applications. There can be no assurance that any of these local authorities will grant the necessary approvals or consents in
order for the merger to be completed.

As previously reported in Oxford s Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2003, the New York State Insurance Department, referred to as
the NYSID, sought information from Oxford regarding the Alliance Agreement between Oxford and Medco Health Solutions, Inc., referred to as
Medco, effective January 1, 2002, pursuant to which Oxford furnished and continues to furnish de-identified claim information as well as
strategic consultative and other services to Medco over the term of the agreement. The NYSID has expressed the view that some portion of the
$50 million received by Oxford for the sale of data should be considered in the calculation of future premium rates of Oxford s New York
subsidiaries. In the event the NYSID s view prevails, then such calculation may have the effect of reducing such future premium rates. Oxford
disagrees with the view of the NYSID and discussions continue between the parties.

Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger

The following is a discussion of the material U.S. federal income tax consequences of the merger to Oxford stockholders who exchange their
shares of Oxford common stock for shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock and cash in the merger. This discussion addresses only Oxford
stockholders who hold their shares of Oxford common stock as capital assets. It does not address all of the U.S. federal income tax consequences
that may be relevant to a particular Oxford stockholder in light of that stockholder s individual circumstances or to an Oxford stockholder who is
subject to special rules, such as, without limitation:

a partnership, subchapter S corporation or other pass-through entity;

a foreign person, foreign entity or U.S. expatriate;

a mutual fund, bank, thrift or other financial institution;

a tax-exempt organization or pension fund;

an insurance company;

a trader in securities that elects mark-to-market;
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a dealer in securities or foreign currencies;

a stockholder who received his or her shares of Oxford common stock through a benefit plan or a tax-qualified retirement plan or
through the exercise of employee stock options or similar derivative securities or otherwise as compensation;

a stockholder who may be subject to the alternative minimum tax provisions of the Code;

a stockholder whose functional currency is not the U.S. dollar;

a stockholder who exercises dissenters rights; and

a stockholder who holds Oxford common stock as part of a hedge, appreciated financial position, straddle, synthetic security,
conversion transaction or other integrated investment.

The following discussion is based on the Code, applicable Treasury regulations, administrative interpretations and court decisions, each as in
effect as of the date of this proxy statement/prospectus and all of
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which are subject to change, possibly with retroactive effect. It is not binding on the Internal Revenue Service, referred to as the IRS. In
addition, this discussion does not address any tax consequences arising under the laws of any state, locality or foreign jurisdiction.

Oxford stockholders should consult their own tax advisors as to the specific tax consequences to them of the merger in light of their
particular circumstances, including the applicability and effect of U.S. federal, state, local, foreign and other tax laws.

Oxford and UnitedHealth Group each anticipate that the merger will qualify as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the
Code. It is a condition to the completion of the merger that Oxford receive a written opinion from Sullivan & Cromwell LLP and UnitedHealth
Group receive a written opinion from Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, in each case dated as of the effective date of the merger, both
to the effect that the merger will qualify as such a reorganization. Oxford s and UnitedHealth Group s conditions relating to these tax opinions are
not waivable following the adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford stockholders without reapproval by Oxford stockholders (with
appropriate disclosure), and neither Oxford nor UnitedHealth Group intends to waive this condition. The opinions will rely on assumptions,
including assumptions regarding the absence of changes in existing facts and law and the completion of the merger in the manner contemplated
by the merger agreement, and representations and covenants made by Oxford, UnitedHealth Group and Ruby Acquisition, including those
contained in representation letters of officers of Oxford, UnitedHealth Group and Ruby Acquisition. If any of those representations, covenants or
assumptions is inaccurate, counsel may not be able to render the required opinions and the tax consequences of the merger could differ from
those discussed here. An opinion of counsel represents counsel s best legal judgment and is not binding on the IRS or any court, nor does it
preclude the IRS from adopting a contrary position. No ruling has been or will be sought from the IRS on the U.S. federal income tax
consequences of the merger.

Exchange of Oxford Common Stock for UnitedHealth Group Common Stock and Cash

Assuming that the merger qualifies as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code, the material U.S. federal income tax
consequences to an Oxford stockholder of the exchange of Oxford common stock for UnitedHealth Group common stock and cash pursuant to
the merger will be as follows:

an Oxford stockholder generally will, for U.S. federal income tax purposes, recognize gain, but not loss, equal to the lesser of (1) the
excess, if any, of the fair market value of the UnitedHealth Group common stock and the amount of cash received by the stockholder
over that stockholder s adjusted tax basis in the Oxford common stock exchanged in the merger or (2) the amount of cash received by
the stockholder in the merger (excluding cash received in lieu of fractional shares, which will be taxed as discussed below);

the gain recognized by an Oxford stockholder in the merger generally will constitute capital gain, unless, as discussed below, the
stockholder s receipt of cash has the effect of a distribution of a dividend for U.S. federal income tax purposes, in which case the
stockholder s gain will be treated as ordinary dividend income to the extent of the stockholder s ratable share of accumulated earnings
and profits as calculated for U.S. federal income tax purposes;

any capital gain recognized by an Oxford stockholder generally will constitute long-term capital gain if the stockholder s holding
period for the Oxford common stock exchanged in the merger is more than one year as of the date of the merger, and otherwise will
constitute short-term capital gain;

the aggregate tax basis of the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock received by an Oxford stockholder (including, for this
purpose, any fractional share of UnitedHealth Group common stock for which cash is received) in exchange for Oxford common stock
in the merger will be the same as the aggregate tax basis of the stockholder s Oxford common stock exchanged therefor, decreased by
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the amount of cash received by the stockholder in the merger (excluding any cash received in lieu of a fractional share) and increased
by the amount of gain recognized by the stockholder in the merger (including any portion of the gain that is treated as a dividend and
excluding any gain recognized as a result of cash received in lieu of a fractional share); and
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the holding period of the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock received by an Oxford stockholder in the merger will include
the holding period of the stockholder s Oxford common stock exchanged in the merger.

Potential Treatment of Cash as a Dividend

In general, the determination of whether gain recognized by an Oxford stockholder will be treated as capital gain or a dividend distribution will
depend upon whether, and to what extent, the merger reduces the Oxford stockholder s deemed percentage stock ownership interest in
UnitedHealth Group. For purposes of this determination, an Oxford stockholder will be treated as if the stockholder first exchanged all of its

Oxford common stock solely for UnitedHealth Group common stock (instead of the combination of UnitedHealth Group common stock and

cash actually received) and then UnitedHealth Group immediately redeemed a portion of that UnitedHealth Group common stock in exchange

for the cash the stockholder received in the merger. The gain recognized in the exchange followed by the deemed redemption will be treated as
capital gain if, with respect to the Oxford stockholder, the deemed redemption is substantially disproportionate or not essentially equivalent to a
dividend.

In general, the deemed redemption will be substantially disproportionate with respect to an Oxford stockholder if the percentage described in (2)
below is less than 80% of the percentage described in (1) below. Whether the deemed redemption is not essentially equivalent to a dividend with
respect to an Oxford stockholder will depend on the stockholder s particular circumstances. In order for the deemed redemption to be not
essentially equivalent to a dividend, the deemed redemption must result in a meaningful reduction in the Oxford stockholder s deemed percentage
stock ownership of UnitedHealth Group common stock. In general, that determination requires a comparison of (1) the percentage of the
outstanding voting stock of UnitedHealth Group that the Oxford stockholder is deemed actually and constructively to have owned immediately
before the deemed redemption by UnitedHealth Group and (2) the percentage of the outstanding voting stock of UnitedHealth Group actually

and constructively owned by the stockholder immediately after the deemed redemption by UnitedHealth Group. In applying the foregoing tests,

a stockholder may, under constructive ownership rules, be deemed to own stock in addition to stock actually owned by the stockholder,

including stock owned by other persons and stock subject to an option held by such stockholder or by other persons. Because the constructive
ownership rules are complex, each Oxford stockholder should consult its own tax advisor as to the applicability of these rules. The IRS has
indicated that a minority stockholder in a publicly traded corporation whose relative stock interest is minimal and who exercises no control with
respect to corporate affairs is considered to have a meaningful reduction if that stockholder has any reduction in its percentage stock ownership
under the foregoing analysis.

Cash Received in Lieu of a Fractional Share

To the extent that an Oxford stockholder receives cash in lieu of a fractional share of common stock of UnitedHealth Group, the stockholder will
be deemed to have received that fractional share in the merger and then to have received the cash in redemption of that fractional share. The
stockholder generally will recognize gain or loss equal to the difference between the cash received and the portion of the stockholder s tax basis
in the shares of Oxford common stock surrendered allocable to that fractional share. This gain or loss generally will be long-term capital gain or
loss if the holding period for those shares of Oxford common stock is more than one year as of the date of the merger.

Backup Withholding

Backup withholding at the applicable rate may apply with respect to certain payments, including cash received in the merger, unless an Oxford
stockholder (1) is a corporation or is within certain other exempt categories and, when required, demonstrates this fact, or (2) provides a correct
taxpayer identification number, certifies as to no loss of exemption from backup withholding and otherwise complies with applicable
requirements of the backup withholding rules. An Oxford stockholder who does not provide its correct taxpayer identification number may be
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subject to penalties imposed by the IRS. Any amounts withheld under the backup withholding rules may be allowed as a refund or a credit
against the stockholder s U.S. federal income tax liability, provided the stockholder furnishes certain required information to the IRS.
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Reporting Requirements

An Oxford stockholder will be required to retain records pertaining to the merger and will be required to file with such Oxford stockholder s U.S.
federal income tax return for the year in which the merger takes place a statement setting forth certain facts relating to the merger.

TAX MATTERS REGARDING THE MERGER ARE VERY COMPLICATED, AND THE TAX CONSEQUENCES OF THE
MERGER TO ANY PARTICULAR OXFORD STOCKHOLDER WILL DEPEND ON THAT STOCKHOLDER S PARTICULAR
SITUATION. OXFORD STOCKHOLDERS ARE STRONGLY URGED TO CONSULT THEIR OWN TAX ADVISORS
REGARDING THE SPECIFIC TAX CONSEQUENCES OF THE MERGER, INCLUDING TAX RETURN REPORTING
REQUIREMENTS, THE APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL AND FOREIGN TAX LAWS AND THE EFFECT OF
ANY PROPOSED CHANGE IN THE TAX LAWS TO THEM.

Accounting Treatment

UnitedHealth Group intends to account for the merger under the purchase method of accounting for business combinations.

Dissenters or Appraisal Rights

You will be entitled to exercise appraisal rights as a result of the merger. In order to exercise your appraisal rights, you must follow the
requirements of Delaware law. Under these requirements, you must notify Oxford of your intent to exercise your appraisal rights before the vote
to adopt the merger agreement. See Appraisal Rights for Oxford Stockholders beginning on page 87.

Restrictions on Sale of Shares by Affiliates of Oxford and UnitedHealth Group

The shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock to be received by Oxford s stockholders in connection with the merger will be registered under
the Securities Act and will be freely transferable, except for shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock issued to any person who is deemed to
be an affiliate of either Oxford or UnitedHealth Group at the time of the special meeting. Persons who may be deemed to be affiliates include
individuals or entities that control, are controlled by, or are under common control with either Oxford or UnitedHealth Group and may include
the executive officers and directors, as well as the principal stockholders, of both companies. Affiliates may not sell their shares of UnitedHealth
Group common stock acquired in connection with the merger except pursuant to:

an effective registration statement under the Securities Act covering the resale of those shares;

in accordance with Rule 145 under the Securities Act; or
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an opinion of counsel or under a no action letter from the Securities and Exchange Commission, referred to as the SEC, that such sale
will not violate or is otherwise exempt from registration under the Securities Act.

The merger agreement requires Oxford to use its reasonable efforts to cause each of its affiliates to execute a written agreement to the effect that
such person will not offer to sell or otherwise dispose of any of the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock issued to such person in or
pursuant to the merger except in compliance with the Securities Act and the rules and regulations promulgated by the SEC thereunder.
UnitedHealth Group s registration statement on Form S-4, of which this proxy statement/prospectus forms a part, may not be used in connection
with the resale of shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock received in the merger by affiliates.

Stock Market Listing

An application for listing the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock to be issued in the merger on the New York Stock Exchange was
filed with the New York Stock Exchange on May 26, 2004. If the merger is completed, Oxford common stock will be delisted from the New
York Stock Exchange and will be deregistered under the Exchange Act.

76

Table of Contents 149



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

THE MERGER AGREEMENT

The following is a summary of selected aspects of the merger agreement. This summary is not complete and is qualified in its entirety by
reference to the complete text of the merger agreement, which is attached to this proxy statement/prospectus as Annex A and made part of this
proxy statement/prospectus. UnitedHealth Group and Oxford urge you to read carefully the merger agreement in its entirety because this
summary may not contain all the information that is important to you.

Structure of the Merger and Conversion of Oxford Common Stock

In accordance with the merger agreement and Delaware law, Oxford will merge with and into Ruby Acquisition, a direct wholly owned
subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group. As a result of the merger, the separate corporate existence of Oxford will cease, and Ruby Acquisition will
survive as a wholly owned subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group.

Upon completion of the merger, each outstanding share of Oxford common stock, other than shares held by Oxford as treasury stock, or
subsidiaries of Oxford or by holders who perfect appraisal rights under Delaware law, will be canceled and converted into the right to receive
0.6357 shares of common stock of UnitedHealth Group and $16.17 in cash. The cash payment and the number of shares of UnitedHealth Group
common stock issuable in the merger will be proportionately adjusted for any stock split, stock dividend, recapitalization or similar event with
respect to UnitedHealth Group common stock or Oxford common stock effected between the date of the merger agreement and the completion
of the merger.

No fractional shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock will be issued in connection with the merger. Instead, you will receive an amount of
cash (rounded to the nearest whole cent) in lieu of a fraction of a share of UnitedHealth Group common stock equal to the product of such
fraction multiplied by the closing price for a share of UnitedHealth Group common stock on the New York Stock Exchange on the closing date
of the merger or, if such date is not a trading day, the trading day immediately preceding the closing date of the merger.

Upon completion of the merger, all Oxford stock options, Oxford restricted stock units and Oxford deferred stock units will be assumed by
UnitedHealth Group, and will be converted into options to purchase or rights to acquire or receive shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock,
as the case may be, upon the same terms and conditions in effect immediately prior to completion of the merger with respect to the Oxford
award. Each substitute award will be exercisable for, and represent the right to acquire, that whole number of shares of UnitedHealth Group
common stock (rounded down to the next whole share) equal to the number of shares of Oxford common stock subject to such award multiplied
by the option exchange ratio. For options, the per share exercise price of the substitute UnitedHealth Group option will be determined by
dividing the per share exercise price applicable to the Oxford stock option immediately prior to the merger by the option exchange ratio. Options
to purchase Oxford common stock, other than options issued pursuant to Oxford s 1991 Directors Stock Option Plan or which have been or will
be granted to employees after April 26, 2004 but before completion of the merger, will fully vest and become immediately exercisable either
upon the vote by Oxford s stockholders to adopt the merger agreement or upon completion of the merger. Restricted stock units held by certain
executive officers of Oxford will also vest immediately prior to the completion of the merger.

Closing and Effective Time
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The closing of the merger will take place at 10:00 a.m. on a date that shall be no later than the second business day after satisfaction or waiver of
all closing conditions, unless the parties agree in writing to another date. The merger will become effective at the time at which the certificate of
merger has been duly filed with the Secretary of State of the State of Delaware, or at such other time as UnitedHealth Group and Oxford agree
and specify in the certificate of merger.

Surrender of Oxford Stock Certificates

As soon as practicable after the effective time of the merger, Wells Fargo, the exchange agent for the merger, will mail to each record holder of
Oxford common stock a transmittal letter that will detail the
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procedures for record holders to exchange Oxford common stock certificates for UnitedHealth Group common stock certificates and the cash
payment including cash in lieu of any fractional shares. Do not surrender your certificates before the effective time of the merger and do not
send them in with your proxy. After the effective time of the merger, transfers of Oxford common stock will not be registered on Oxford stock
transfer books.

Dividends

You will be entitled to receive dividends or other distributions on UnitedHealth Group common stock with a record date after the merger is
completed, but only after you have surrendered your Oxford stock certificates. If there is any dividend or other distribution on UnitedHealth
Group common stock with a record date after the merger, you will receive the dividend or distribution promptly after the later of the date that
your UnitedHealth Group shares are issued to you in exchange for your Oxford certificates and the date the dividend or other distribution is paid
to all UnitedHealth Group shareholders.

Representations and Warranties

Each of Oxford, UnitedHealth Group and Ruby Acquisition made a number of representations and warranties in the merger agreement regarding
its authority to enter into the merger agreement and to complete the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, and with regard to
certain aspects of its respective business, financial condition, structure and other facts pertinent to the merger.

The representations and warranties made by Oxford cover the following topics as they relate to Oxford and its subsidiaries:

1.  organization, standing and corporate power;

2. ownership of subsidiaries;

3. capital structure;

4.  conflicts between the merger agreement and Oxford s organizational documents, certain contracts, or applicable law;

5. governmental approvals;

6.  filings and reports with the SEC;

7. absence of undisclosed liabilities;

8. information supplied by Oxford in the proxy statement/prospectus and the related registration statement of UnitedHealth Group;
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9.  absence of certain changes in business since December 31, 2003;

10. litigation;

11. matters relating to material contracts;

12.  compliance with applicable laws;

13. employee benefit plans;

14. taxes;

15. intellectual property and software;

16. properties and assets;

17. environmental matters;

18. transactions with related parties;
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19. fees and commissions related to investment bankers, financial advisors or brokers engaged in connection with the merger;

20. opinion of financial advisor;

21. statutory financial statements; and

22. financial reserves reported in filings with the SEC and state regulatory agencies.

Certain aspects of the representations and warranties covering the topics set forthin 4, 5,7,9 13 and 17 above are qualified by the concept of
material adverse effect, which is discussed under ~ Concept of Material Adverse Effect beginning on page 79.

The representations made by UnitedHealth Group and Ruby Acquisition cover the following topics as they relate to UnitedHealth Group, Ruby
Acquisition and UnitedHealth Group s other subsidiaries:

1.  organization, standing and corporate power;

2. capital structure;

3. conflicts between the merger agreement and UnitedHealth Group s organizational documents, certain contracts or applicable law;

4.  governmental approvals;

5.  filings and reports with the SEC;

6.  information supplied by UnitedHealth Group and Ruby Acquisition in the proxy statement/prospectus and the related registration
statement of UnitedHealth Group;

7. absence of certain changes in business since December 31, 2003;

8. litigation;

9.  compliance with applicable laws;

10. no previous business activities involving Ruby Acquisition;

11. no approval by UnitedHealth Group shareholders is necessary for the merger; and
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12. tax matters with respect to the reorganization treatment of the merger and Ruby Acquisition.

Certain aspects of the representations and warranties covering the topics set forth in 3-5 and 7-9 above are qualified by the concept of material
adverse effect, which is discussed under ~ Concept of Material Adverse Effect beginning on page 79.

The representations and warranties in the merger agreement are complicated and not easily summarized. You are urged to carefully read the
sections in the merger agreement under the headings Representations and Warranties of the Company and Representations and Warranties of
Parent and Merger Sub.

Concept of Material Adverse Effect

Many of the representations and warranties contained in the merger agreement are qualified by the concept of material adverse effect. This
concept also applies to some of the covenants and conditions to the merger described under ~ Conditions to the Merger below, as well as to
termination of the merger agreement for breaches of representations and warranties as described under ~ Termination of the Merger Agreement.
For purposes of the merger agreement, the concept of material adverse effect means any change, effect, event, circumstance, occurrence or state
of facts that is materially adverse to the business, financial condition or results
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of operations of Oxford or UnitedHealth Group, as the case may be, taken as a whole with their respective subsidiaries, other than any change,
effect, event, circumstance, occurrence or state of facts relating to:

the economy or the financial markets in general that does not specifically relate to the applicable company and is not more adverse to
the applicable company than to other companies in its industry;

the industry in which the applicable company and its subsidiaries operate in general that does not specifically relate to the applicable
company and is not more adverse to the applicable company than to other companies in its industry;

the announcement of the merger agreement, the merger or the identity of the parties to the merger agreement;

changes in applicable laws or regulations after the date of the merger agreement that does not specifically relate to the applicable
company and is not more adverse to the applicable company than to other companies in its industry; or

changes in generally accepted accounting principles or regulatory accounting principles after the date of the merger agreement that
does not specifically relate to the applicable company and is not more adverse to the applicable company than to other companies in
its industry.

Oxford s Conduct of Business Before Completion of the Merger

Oxford has agreed that, until termination of the merger agreement or the completion of the merger, Oxford and its subsidiaries will operate their
businesses in the ordinary course consistent with past practice, will comply with applicable laws in all material respects and will use reasonable
efforts to preserve current business organizations, keep available the services of current officers and employees and preserve their relationships
with customers, suppliers, distributors and others having business dealings with Oxford or any of its subsidiaries. Oxford has also agreed that,
until the completion of the merger, unless expressly contemplated by the merger agreement or upon obtaining UnitedHealth Group s written
consent, Oxford and its subsidiaries will conduct their businesses in compliance with specific restrictions relating to the following:

the declaration of dividends or other distributions; the split, combination or reclassification of capital stock; or the purchase,
redemption or other acquisition of Oxford capital stock;

the issuance, sale, delivery, grant or encumbrance of securities or any options, other than pursuant to outstanding options or grants to
recent employees;

the amendment of any of Oxford s or its subsidiaries certificates of incorporation or by-laws or adoption of a stockholder rights plan;

the acquisition of any business, equity interest or assets in excess of a specified amount;

the sale, lease, license, encumbrance or disposition of property or assets in excess of a specified amount, other than (1) permitted liens,
(2) obsolete property or assets and/or (3) in the ordinary course of business;
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unbudgeted capital expenditures involving the purchase of real property or in excess of a specified amount;

the repurchase or prepayment of any indebtedness (except as required by the terms of such indebtedness) or the incurrence or
guarantee of any indebtedness or the issuance of any debt securities, other than (1) loans to physicians or physician groups up to a
specified amount and (2) investments in Oxford or any of its subsidiaries;

the payment, discharge or settlement of claims, liabilities or obligations exceeding a specified amount (other than in the ordinary
course of business) or involving a material limitation on Oxford s or any of
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its subsidiaries, conduct of business or the waiver or release of any right of Oxford or its subsidiaries with a value exceeding a
specified amount;

the entering into, modification, amendment or termination of material contracts, if doing so would have a material adverse affect on
Oxford or impair in any material respect its ability to perform its obligations under the merger agreement or prevent or materially
delay the consummation of the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, or any contract which involves Oxford or its
subsidiaries incurring a liability exceeding a specified amount and which is not terminable without penalty upon one year or less
notice (other than contracts or amendments entered into in the ordinary course of business with Oxford s customers or providers) or
contracts whereby Oxford or its subsidiaries grants intellectual property rights or contracts restricting Oxford s or its subsidiaries
ability to compete;

the entering into any material contract if the completion of the transactions contemplated by, or compliance with, the merger
agreement would reasonably be expected to conflict with or result in a violation, breach or default of such contract or result in the
creation of liens or rights of termination, cancellation or acceleration of an obligation or loss of benefit under such contract;

the increase of compensation or fringe benefits, the payment of bonuses or the payment of benefits not provided for under a benefit
plan or contract to current or former officers, directors, employees or consultants except in the ordinary course of business, or the grant
of awards under benefits plans other than as required by law, any contract or existing benefit plans, the exercise of any discretion to
accelerate the vesting or payment of any compensation or benefit under any contract or Oxford plan, the material change of any
actuarial or other assumption used to calculate funding obligations with respect to any Oxford plan or the change of any manner in
which contributions to any Oxford plan are made or determined, or taking certain actions affecting payments under, obligations
regarding, or contributions to, benefits plans or the entering into, altering or termination of any existing benefit plan for the benefit of
any director, officer, employee or consultant, other than as required by law or by any tax qualification requirement;

the adoption or entering into any collective bargaining agreement or labor contract;

the use of reasonable efforts to maintain existing insurance policies or comparable replacement policies;

changes in fiscal year, revaluation of material assets or changes in accounting methods; or

the making of any material tax election, settlement of material tax liabilities or agreement to extend the statute of limitations with
respect to any material taxes;

the material modification of investment, reserving, hedging, underwriting or claims administration practices, policies or principles;

the termination, amendment or modification of any agreement entered into by Oxford at the request of UnitedHealth Group after the
date of the merger agreement with any individual that is party to an employment agreement with UnitedHealth Group; or

the authorizing of any of, or committing, proposing or agreeing to take any of, the foregoing actions.

The agreements related to the conduct of Oxford s business in the merger agreement are complicated and not easily summarized. You are urged
to carefully read the sections in the merger agreement under the heading Covenants Relating to Conduct of Business.
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UnitedHealth Group has agreed that, until termination of the merger agreement or completion of the merger, it will not (1) amend its articles or
bylaws in a manner materially adverse to Oxford s stockholders or (2) declare, set aside or pay any dividends on, or make any other distributions
(whether in cash, stock or property) in respect of, any of its capital stock, other than (A) dividends or distributions by a direct or indirect wholly
owned subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group to its parent company or (B) regular cash dividends paid in the ordinary course of business consistent
with past practice.
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No Solicitation of Transactions

Until the merger is completed or the merger agreement is terminated, Oxford has agreed to instruct its officers, directors and employees and any
investment bankers, financial advisors, attorneys, accountants and other advisors, agents or representatives to terminate discussions with third
parties regarding takeover proposals and request the return or destruction of any confidential information provided in relation to such
discussions. Oxford has also agreed that it will not, nor will it permit any of its subsidiaries to, nor will it authorize or permit any of its officers,
directors or employees or any investment bankers, financial advisors, attorneys, accountants or other advisors, agents or representatives to,
whether directly or indirectly;

solicit, initiate, cause, knowingly encourage or knowingly facilitate, any inquiries or takeover proposals (as described below);

participate in discussions or negotiations with, or furnish any information to, a third party in connection with or in furtherance of a
takeover proposal.

However, prior to the special meeting, Oxford may, in response to an unsolicited bona fide written takeover proposal by a third party and after
giving two business days prior written notice to UnitedHealth Group, furnish information to, pursuant to a confidentiality agreement no less
restrictive than the one with UnitedHealth Group, and participate in discussions with, such third party regarding a takeover proposal if:

Oxford s board of directors determines in good faith, after receiving advice of a financial advisor of nationally recognized reputation
and its outside counsel, that the takeover proposal is, or is reasonably likely to be, a superior proposal (as described below), and

Oxford s board of directors determines in good faith, after receiving advice from its outside counsel, that such action is necessary in
order to comply with its fiduciary duties under applicable law.

Additionally, Oxford s board of directors is not prohibited from taking and disclosing to Oxford s stockholders a position contemplated by Rule
14e-2(a) or Item 1012(a) of Regulation M-A promulgated under the Exchange Act. Furthermore, Oxford s board of directors is not prohibited
from making any required disclosure to Oxford stockholders if in the good faith judgment of the board of directors (after receiving advice of its
outside counsel), failure to so disclose would be inconsistent with its obligations under applicable law. Oxford has agreed to provide
UnitedHealth Group with notice of any inquiry Oxford reasonably believes could lead to a takeover proposal, the terms of such inquiry and the
identity of the person making such inquiry, and to keep UnitedHealth Group fully informed of the status and details of any such inquiry.

Oxford s board of directors may not withdraw or modify (in a manner adverse to UnitedHealth Group) its approval or recommendation of the
merger agreement or merger or approve or recommend any takeover proposal or any agreement related to a takeover proposal, unless Oxford s
board of directors determines in good faith after receiving advice of its outside counsel that it is necessary to do so to comply with its fiduciary
duties, and Oxford provides five business days prior written notice to UnitedHealth Group of such action, along with copies of any written offer
or proposal relating to such takeover proposal.

A takeover proposal is any inquiry, proposal or offer (other than the merger) for a merger, consolidation or other business combination involving
Oxford, for the issuance of 20% or more of the equity securities of Oxford as consideration for the assets or securities of a third party or for the
acquisition of 20% or more of the assets or the equity securities, of Oxford. A superior proposal is a bona fide written takeover proposal to
acquire 50% or more of the outstanding capital stock of Oxford, or all or substantially all of the assets of Oxford and its subsidiaries, taken as a
whole (1) on terms that the Oxford board determines, in good faith, after receiving advice from a financial advisor of nationally recognized
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reputation and its outside legal counsel, to be more favorable to Oxford s stockholders from a financial point of view than the terms of the merger
and (2) which is reasonably likely to be completed.
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For purposes of the foregoing, any violation of the restrictions described above by any director, officer or employee of Oxford or any of its
subsidiaries, or any investment banker, financial advisor, attorney, accountant or other advisor, agent or representative of Oxford is deemed to be
a breach of the relevant restriction by Oxford.

Reasonable Best Efforts

Each of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford has agreed to use its reasonable best efforts to take all actions necessary, proper or advisable to
complete the merger and the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement in the most expeditious manner practicable, including, among
other things, the obtaining of all governmental and third party consents and approvals. Notwithstanding this covenant, nothing shall require
UnitedHealth Group to agree to regulatory restrictions on the operation of the business, including divestitures and the imposition of obligations
on UnitedHealth Group to maintain, among other things, facilities, operations, employment levels or businesses, which restrictions or obligations
would reasonably be likely to (1) have a material adverse effect on Oxford or UnitedHealth Group (measuring such effect on UnitedHealth
Group at the level of what would be material to Oxford) or (2) materially impair the benefits sought to be derived by UnitedHealth Group from
the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, including the merger.

Employee Matters

UnitedHealth Group has agreed that, following the completion of the merger, it will provide to employees of Oxford immediately prior to the
completion of the merger who remain employees with the surviving entity or any of UnitedHealth Group s subsidiaries, compensation and
employee benefits not less favorable in the aggregate than, at UnitedHealth Group s election from time to time, those provided (1) pursuant to
Oxford s and its subsidiaries compensation and employee benefit policies, plans and programs immediately prior to the completion of the merger
or (2) to similarly situated employees of UnitedHealth Group and its subsidiaries. UnitedHealth Group has also agreed to, and will cause the
surviving entity to, waive pre-existing conditions exclusions, waiting periods and certain other requirements, provide credit for co-payments and
deductibles paid and generally recognize prior service with Oxford for purposes of UnitedHealth Group s benefit plans. UnitedHealth Group will,
or will cause the surviving entity, to honor all accrued vacation and sick leave and bonus payments.

Oxford has also agreed to use its reasonable best efforts to cause the executives who have entered into employment agreements with
UnitedHealth Group not to repudiate or otherwise breach their employment agreements with UnitedHealth Group.

Conditions to the Merger

The parties respective obligations to complete the merger are subject to the prior satisfaction or waiver of each of the conditions specified in the
merger agreement. The following conditions must be satisfied or waived before the completion of the merger:

the merger agreement must be adopted by the holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of Oxford common stock as of the record
date;

the waiting period (and any extension thereof) applicable to the merger pursuant to the HSR Act, or any other applicable competition,
merger, antitrust or similar law shall have expired or been terminated;
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specified governmental consents and approvals shall have been obtained and be in full force and effect;

there shall be no temporary restraining order, preliminary or permanent injunction or other order or decree issued by any court of
competent jurisdiction or other statute, law, rule, legal restraint or prohibition in effect preventing the consummation of the merger;

the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock issuable to Oxford stockholders must have been approved for listing, subject to
official notice of issuance, on the New York Stock Exchange;
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each of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford must have received an opinion of its counsel to the effect that the merger will qualify as a
reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code;

the representations and warranties of UnitedHealth Group and Oxford set forth in the merger agreement shall be true and correct
without giving effect to any qualification as to materiality or material adverse effect, except where the failure to be true and correct
would not reasonably be expected to have a material adverse effect on such party, in each case as of the date of the merger agreement
and as of the date the merger is to be completed;

the parties to the merger agreement shall have performed in all material respects all of their obligations under the merger agreement;
and

the registration statement, of which this proxy statement/prospectus is a part, must be effective under the Securities Act and must not
be the subject of any stop order or proceedings seeking a stop order.

In addition, the obligations of UnitedHealth Group and Ruby Acquisition to complete the merger are further subject to the satisfaction or waiver,
to the extent permitted by law or stock exchange rule, of each of the following conditions specified in the merger agreement:

there shall be no litigation or other proceeding by a governmental entity pending or threatened seeking (1) to challenge or restrain the
consummation of the merger, (2) to prohibit or limit the ownership or operation of Oxford by UnitedHealth Group (including by
requiring disposal of assets or requiring maintenance of operations), or (3) damages, which in the case of (2) or (3) would reasonably
be likely to (A) have a material adverse effect on Oxford or UnitedHealth Group (measuring such effect on UnitedHealth Group at the
level of what would be material to Oxford) or (B) materially impair the benefits sought to be derived by UnitedHealth Group from the
transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, including the merger;

there shall be no legal restraint in effect which would reasonably be likely to have any of the effects set forth in (1) through (3) of the
preceding bullet point; and

specified governmental consents and approvals must have been obtained without conditions which would reasonably be likely to (1)
have a material adverse effect on Oxford or UnitedHealth Group (measuring such effect on UnitedHealth Group at the level of what
would be material to Oxford) or (2) materially impair the benefits sought to be derived by UnitedHealth Group from the transactions
contemplated by the merger agreement, including the merger.

Under applicable law and stock exchange rules, the parties are able to waive closing conditions with respect to pending or threatened litigation,
representations and warranties, and performance of agreements and covenants; however, the merger agreement provides that neither party shall
waive the condition regarding the receipt of the opinion of its tax counsel following the adoption of the merger agreement by Oxford
stockholders unless further stockholder approval is obtained with appropriate disclosure.

Termination of the Merger Agreement

The merger agreement may be terminated by mutual consent, or by either UnitedHealth Group or Oxford under any of the following
circumstances, at any time before the completion of the merger, as summarized below:
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if the merger is not completed by December 31, 2004 or, in the event that either party elects on or prior to December 31, 2004 to
extend the termination date and on December 31, 2004 all conditions other than those relating to the absence of governmental
litigation or antitrust approvals are capable of being satisfied, February 28, 2005, in each case, through no fault of the terminating

party;

if Oxford s stockholders do not adopt the merger agreement at the special meeting;

if any legal restraint having the effect of permanently prohibiting the merger shall have become final and non-appealable; or
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if the other party has breached any of its representations and warranties or failed to perform any of its covenants and the breach or
failure to perform would give rise to the failure of specified closing conditions and is not cured or curable within 30 days following
receipt of written notice of the breach.

The merger agreement may also be terminated by UnitedHealth Group within 45 days of:

the date on which Oxford s board of directors or any of its committees withdraws or modifies, in a manner adverse to UnitedHealth
Group, its recommendation of the merger or the merger agreement to Oxford s stockholders, or approves or recommends a takeover
proposal other than the merger with UnitedHealth Group; or

the failure by Oxford s board of directors to, within three days of a written request by UnitedHealth Group, publicly confirm its
recommendation of the merger and the merger agreement with UnitedHealth Group.

Payment of Termination Fee

Except as described below, whether the merger is completed or the merger agreement is terminated, all costs and expenses incurred in
connection with the merger agreement and the merger will be paid by the party incurring the expense. The parties will split the costs of
preparing and distributing this proxy statement/prospectus and all costs of filing the pre-merger notification and report under the HSR Act.

Oxford will be required to pay UnitedHealth Group a termination fee of $212,500,000 under the following circumstances:

(1) the merger agreement is terminated by UnitedHealth Group or Oxford due to failure to complete the merger by December 31, 2004
or February 28, 2005, as applicable, (2) on the date of such termination Oxford s stockholders have not yet voted on the merger
agreement, (3) a takeover proposal has been communicated to Oxford or its stockholders after the date of the merger agreement and at
least one takeover proposal shall not have been withdrawn prior to the event giving rise to the right of termination and (4) Oxford
enters into or consummates a takeover proposal within one year after such termination;

(1) the merger agreement is terminated by UnitedHealth Group or Oxford due to the failure of Oxford s stockholders to adopt the
merger agreement, (2) a takeover proposal has been communicated to Oxford or its stockholders after the date of the merger
agreement and at least one takeover proposal shall not have been withdrawn prior to the event giving rise to the right of termination
and (3) Oxford enters into or consummates a takeover proposal within one year after such termination;

(1) the merger agreement is terminated by UnitedHealth Group due to Oxford s willful breach of any of its representations and
warranties or willful failure to perform in any material respect any of its covenants that would give rise to the failure of specified
closing conditions, and such breach or failure to perform is incurable or is not cured within 30 days following receipt of written notice
from UnitedHealth Group, (2) a takeover proposal has been communicated to Oxford or its stockholders after the date of the merger
agreement and (3) Oxford enters into or consummates to a takeover proposal within one year after such termination; or

the merger agreement is terminated by UnitedHealth Group within 45 days after Oxford s board of directors or any of its committees
(1) withdraws or modifies, or proposes to withdraw or modify, in a manner adverse to UnitedHealth Group, its recommendation of the
merger to Oxford s stockholders, (2) approves or recommends, or proposes publicly to approve or recommend, a takeover proposal
other than the merger or (3) fails to, within 3 days of written request by UnitedHealth Group, publicly confirm its recommendation of
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the merger agreement and the merger.
Failure to pay the termination fee promptly will require Oxford to pay UnitedHealth Group s expenses in obtaining a judgment against Oxford as

well as interest on the payments due at the prime rate of Citibank, N.A. in effect on the date such payment was required to be made.
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The merger agreement does not provide for any circumstances under which UnitedHealth Group will be required to pay Oxford a termination
fee.

Amendments, Extension and Waivers

The merger agreement may be amended by action of the board of directors of each of the parties at any time before or after the special meeting,
provided that any amendment made after the special meeting that would otherwise require stockholder approval under applicable law must be
submitted to the stockholders of Oxford. All amendments to the merger agreement must be in a writing signed by each party. At any time before
the effective time of the merger, any party to the merger agreement may, to the extent legally allowed:

extend the time for the performance of any of the obligations or other acts of the other parties;

waive any inaccuracies in the representations and warranties contained in the merger agreement or any document delivered pursuant to
the merger agreement; and

waive compliance by the other parties with any of the agreements or conditions contained in the merger agreement, except that neither
party shall waive the condition regarding receipt of the opinions of tax counsel following the adoption of the merger agreement by
Oxford stockholders unless further stockholder approval is obtained with appropriate disclosure.
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APPRAISAL RIGHTS FOR OXFORD STOCKHOLDERS

Under Delaware law, you have the right to dissent from the merger and to receive payment in cash for the fair value of your Oxford common
stock, as determined by the Court of Chancery of the State of Delaware. Oxford stockholders electing to exercise appraisal rights must comply
with the provisions of Section 262 of the Delaware General Corporation Law in order to perfect their rights. Oxford will require strict
compliance with the statutory procedures. A copy of Section 262 is attached to this proxy statement/prospectus as Annex C.

The following is a brief summary of the material provisions of the Delaware statutory procedures required to be followed by a stockholder in
order to dissent from the merger and perfect the stockholder s appraisal rights. This summary, however, is not a complete statement of all
applicable requirements and is qualified in its entirety by reference to Section 262 of the Delaware General Corporation Law. If you wish to
consider exercising your appraisal rights, you should carefully review the text of Section 262 contained in Annex C because failure to timely and
properly comply with the requirements of Section 262 will result in the loss of your appraisal rights under Delaware law.

Section 262 requires that stockholders be notified not less than 20 days before the special meeting to vote on the merger that dissenters appraisal
rights will be available. A copy of Section 262 must be included with such notice. This proxy statement/prospectus constitutes Oxford s notice to
its stockholders of the availability of appraisal rights in connection with the merger in compliance with the requirements of Section 262.

If you elect to demand appraisal of your shares, you must satisfy each of the following conditions:

1. You must deliver to Oxford a written demand for appraisal of your shares before the vote is taken on the merger agreement at the special
meeting. This written demand for appraisal must be in addition to and separate from any proxy or vote abstaining from or voting against the
merger. Voting against or failing to vote for the merger itself does not constitute a demand for appraisal under Section 262.

2. You must not vote in favor of the merger. A vote in favor of the merger, by proxy or in person, will constitute a waiver of your appraisal
rights in respect of the shares so voted and will nullify any previously filed written demands for appraisal.

If you fail to comply with either of these conditions, and the merger is completed, you will be entitled to receive the shares of UnitedHealth
Group common stock and cash payment for your shares of Oxford common stock as provided for in the merger agreement, but will have no
appraisal rights with respect to your shares of Oxford common stock.

All demands for appraisal should be addressed to Oxford Health Plans, Inc., General Counsel, 48 Monroe Turnpike, Trumbull, Connecticut
06611, should be delivered before the vote on the merger is taken at the special meeting and should be executed by, or on behalf of, the record
holder of the shares of Oxford common stock. The demand must reasonably inform Oxford of the identity of the stockholder and the intention of
the stockholder to demand appraisal of his, her or its shares.

To be effective, a demand for appraisal by a holder of Oxford common stock must be made by, or in the name of, such record stockholder, fully
and correctly, as the stockholder s name appears on his or her stock certificate(s) and cannot be made by the beneficial owner if he or she does
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not also hold the shares of record. The beneficial holder must, in such cases, have the record owner submit the required demand in respect of
such shares.

If shares are owned of record in a fiduciary capacity, such as by a trustee, guardian or custodian, execution of a demand for appraisal should be
made in such capacity; and if the shares are owned of record by more than one person, as in a joint tenancy or tenancy in common, the demand
should be executed by or for all joint
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owners. An authorized agent, including an authorized agent for two or more joint owners, may execute the demand for appraisal for a
stockholder of record; however, the agent must identify the record owner or owners and expressly disclose the fact that, in executing the
demand, he or she is acting as agent for the record owner. A record owner, such as a broker, who holds shares as a nominee for others, may
exercise his, her or its right of appraisal with respect to the shares held for one or more beneficial owners, while not exercising this right for
other beneficial owners. In such case, the written demand should state the number of shares as to which appraisal is sought. Where no number of
shares is expressly mentioned, the demand will be presumed to cover all shares held in the name of such record owner.

If you hold your shares of Oxford common stock in a brokerage or bank account or in other nominee form and you wish to exercise appraisal
rights, you should consult with your broker or bank or such other nominee to determine the appropriate procedures for the making of a demand
for appraisal by such nominee.

Within 10 days after the effective date of the merger, the surviving entity must give written notice of the date the merger became effective to
each Oxford stockholder who has properly filed a written demand for appraisal and who did not vote in favor of the merger. Within 120 days
after the effective date of the merger, either the surviving entity or any stockholder who has complied with the requirements of Section 262 may
file a petition in the Delaware Court of Chancery demanding a determination of the fair value of the shares held by all stockholders entitled to
appraisal. The surviving entity has no obligation to file such a petition in the event there are dissenting stockholders. Accordingly, the failure of
a stockholder to file such a petition within the period specified could nullify such stockholder s previous written demand for appraisal.

At any time within 60 days after the effective date of the merger, any stockholder who has demanded an appraisal has the right to withdraw the
demand and to accept the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock and cash payment specified by the merger agreement for his or her
shares of Oxford common stock. Any attempt to withdraw an appraisal demand more than 60 days after the effective date of the merger will
require the written approval of the surviving entity. Within 120 days after the effective date of the merger, any stockholder who has complied
with Section 262 will be entitled, upon written request, to receive a statement setting forth the aggregate number of shares of Oxford common
stock with respect to which demands for appraisal have been received and the aggregate number of holders of such shares. If a petition for
appraisal is duly filed by a stockholder and a copy of the petition is delivered to the surviving entity, the surviving entity will then be obligated
within 20 days after receiving service of a copy of the petition to provide the Chancery Court with a duly verified list containing the names and
addresses of all stockholders who have demanded an appraisal of their shares. After notice to dissenting stockholders, the Chancery Court is
empowered to conduct a hearing upon the petition, to determine those stockholders who have complied with Section 262 and who have become
entitled to the appraisal rights provided thereby. The Chancery Court may require the stockholders who have demanded payment for their shares
to submit their stock certificates to the Register in Chancery for notation thereon of the pendency of the appraisal proceedings; and if any
stockholder fails to comply with such direction, the Chancery Court may dismiss the proceedings as to such stockholder.

After determination of the stockholders entitled to appraisal of their shares of Oxford common stock, the Chancery Court will appraise the
shares, determining their fair value exclusive of any element of value arising from the accomplishment or expectation of the merger, together
with a fair rate of interest, if any, to be paid. When the value is determined the Chancery Court will direct the payment of such value, with
interest thereon accrued during the pendency of the proceeding, if the Chancery Court so determines, to the stockholders entitled to receive the
same, upon surrender by such holders of the certificates representing such shares.

In determining fair value, the Chancery Court is required to take into account all relevant factors. You should be aware that the fair value of your
shares as determined under Section 262 could be more, the same, or less than the value that you are entitled to receive pursuant to the merger
agreement.
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Costs of the appraisal proceeding may be imposed upon the surviving entity and the stockholders participating in the appraisal proceeding by the
Chancery Court as the Chancery Court deems equitable in the circumstances. Upon the application of a stockholder, the Chancery Court may
order all or a portion of the expenses incurred by any stockholder in connection with the appraisal proceeding, including, without limitation,
reasonable attorneys fees and the fees and expenses of experts, to be charged pro rata against the value of all shares entitled to appraisal. Any
stockholder who had demanded appraisal rights will not, after the effective date of the merger, be entitled to vote shares subject to such demand
for any purpose or to receive payments of dividends or any other distribution with respect to such shares (other than with respect to payment as
of a record date prior to the effective date); however, if no petition for appraisal is filed within 120 days after the effective date of the merger, or
if such stockholder delivers a written withdrawal of his or her demand for appraisal and an acceptance of the merger within 60 days after the
effective date of the merger, then the right of such stockholder to appraisal will cease and such stockholder will be entitled to receive the shares
of UnitedHealth Group common stock and cash payment for shares of his or her Oxford common stock pursuant to the merger agreement. Any
withdrawal of a demand for appraisal made more than 60 days after the effective date of the merger may only be made with the written approval
of the surviving entity and must, to be effective, be made within 120 days after the effective date.

In view of the complexity of Section 262, Oxford stockholders who may wish to dissent from the merger and pursue appraisal rights should
consult their legal advisors.

Failure to take any required step in connection with exercising appraisal rights may result in the termination or waiver of such rights.
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CERTAIN INFORMATION CONCERNING UNITEDHEALTH GROUP

For a detailed description of UnitedHealth Group s business, the latest financial statements of UnitedHealth Group, management s discussion and
analysis of UnitedHealth Group s financial condition and results of operations, and other important information concerning UnitedHealth Group,
please refer to UnitedHealth Group s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003, attached hereto as Annex H and
its Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarterly period ended March 31, 2004, attached hereto as Annex K, both of which are made part of
this proxy statement/prospectus.

Directors

The board of directors of UnitedHealth Group is divided into three classes as nearly equal in number as possible. Each class serves three years
with the term of office of one class expiring at the annual meeting each year in successive years. Neither the composition of the board of
directors nor the number of directors will be affected as a result of the merger. The following table provides certain information about the
directors of UnitedHealth Group:

Name Age Director Since

Directors Whose Terms Expire in 2005

Thomas H. Kean 69 1993
Robert L. Ryan 61 1996
William G. Spears 65 1991
Gail R. Wilensky, Ph.D. 60 1993
Directors Whose Terms Expire in 2006

James A. Johnson 60 1993
Douglas W. Leatherdale 67 1983
William W. McGuire, M.D. 56 1989
Mary O. Mundinger, Ph.D. 67 1997
Directors Whose Terms Expire in 2007

William C. Ballard, Jr. 63 1993
Richard T. Burke 60 1977
Stephen J. Hemsley 51 2000
Donna E. Shalala, Ph.D. 63 2001

Mr. Ballard has been Of Counsel to Greenebaum, Doll & McDonald, PLLC, a law firm in Louisville, Kentucky, since June 1992. In 1992, Mr.
Ballard retired after serving 22 years as the Chief Financial Officer and a director of Humana, Inc., a company operating managed health care
facilities. Mr. Ballard is also a director of Trover Solutions, Inc. and HealthCare REIT, Inc.

Myr. Burke has been a member of UnitedHealth Group s board of directors since our inception and was UnitedHealth Group s Chief Executive
Officer until February 1988. From 1995 until February 2001, Mr. Burke was the owner, Chief Executive Officer and Governor of the Phoenix
Coyotes, a National Hockey League team. Mr. Burke is also a director of First Cash Financial Services, Inc.
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Mr. Hemsley is the President and Chief Operating Officer of UnitedHealth Group and has been a member of the board of directors since
February 2000. Mr. Hemsley joined UnitedHealth Group in May 1997 as Senior Executive Vice President. He became Chief Operating Officer
in September 1998 and was named President in May 1999.

Myr. Johnson has been the Vice Chairman of Perseus LLC, a private merchant banking and investment firm, since April 2001. From January
2000 until April 2001, Mr. Johnson served as the Chairman and Chief Executive
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Officer of Johnson Capital Partners, a private investment company. From January 1999 until December 1999, Mr. Johnson was the Chairman of
the Executive Committee of Fannie Mae, a federally chartered financial services company providing products and services related to home
mortgages. From 1990 until January 1999, Mr. Johnson served as the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Fannie Mae. Mr. Johnson is also
a director of Gannett Co., Inc., The Goldman Sachs Group, Inc., KB Home, Target Corporation and Temple-Inland, Inc.

Mr. Kean has been the President of Drew University in New Jersey since February 1990. Mr. Kean served as the Governor of the State of New
Jersey from 1982 to 1990. From 1968 to 1977, Mr. Kean served in the New Jersey State Assembly, including two years in the position of
Speaker. Mr. Kean is the Chair of the 9-11 Commission, an independent, bipartisan commission created in December 2002 to prepare a
complete account of the circumstances surrounding the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and to provide recommendations designed to guard
against future attacks. Mr. Kean is also a director of Amerada Hess Corporation, Aramark Corporation, CIT Group, Franklin Resources, Inc.,
and The Pepsi Bottling Group, Inc.

Mpr. Leatherdale is the retired Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of The St. Paul Companies, Inc., where he served in such capacity from
1990 until October 2001. The St. Paul Companies, Inc. is an insurance, financial and general business corporation. Mr. Leatherdale is also a
director of Xcel Energy, Inc.

Dr. McGuire is the Chairman of UnitedHealth Group s board of directors and its Chief Executive Officer. Dr. McGuire joined UnitedHealth
Group as Executive Vice President in November 1988 and became Chairman and Chief Executive Officer in 1991. Dr. McGuire also served as
UnitedHealth Group s Chief Operating Officer from May 1989 to June 1995 and as UnitedHealth Group s President from November 1989 until
May 1999.

Dr. Mundinger has been the Dean of the School of Nursing at Columbia University in New York since January 1986 and Centennial Professor
of Health Policy at the School of Nursing since July 1994. Dr. Mundinger has also been Associate Dean, Faculty of Medicine at Columbia
University since January 1986. Dr. Mundinger is also a director of Cell Therapeutics, Inc., Gentiva Health Services and Welch Allyn, Inc.

Mr. Ryan has been Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of Medtronic, Inc., a leading medical technology company specializing in
implantable and invasive therapies, since 1993. Mr. Ryan is also a director of Hewlett Packard Company.

Dr. Shalala has been the President of the University of Miami in Florida since June 2001. From January 2001 until June 2001, Dr. Shalala was a
Visiting Distinguished Fellow at the Center for Public Service at Brookings Institution, an independent non-partisan organization devoted to
research, analysis, education and publication of certain public policy issues. Dr. Shalala served as the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human
Services from January 1993 until January 2001. From 1987 to 1993, Dr. Shalala served as the Chancellor of the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, and from 1980 until 1986, she was the President of Hunter College in New York. From March 1977 to July 1980, Dr.
Shalala served as Assistant Secretary for the Department of Housing and Urban Development. Dr. Shalala is also a director of Gannett Co., Inc.
and Lennar Corporation.

Mr. Spears has been a Managing Director of Spears Grisanti & Brown LLC, an investment counseling and management firm, since June 1999.
Mr. Spears was the Chairman of the Board of Spears, Benzak, Salomon & Farrell, Inc., an investment counseling and management firm, from
1972 until 1999. In April 1995, Spears, Benzak, Salomon & Farrell became a wholly owned subsidiary of KeyCorp, a financial services
company. Mr. Spears is also a director of Alcide Corporation and Avatar Holdings, Inc.
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Dr. Wilensky has been a senior fellow at Project HOPE, an international health foundation, since 1993. From May 2001 to May 2003 she was
Co-Chair of the President s Task Force to Improve Health Care for our Nation s Veterans. From 1997 to 2001 she was also Chair of the Medicare
Payment Advisory Commission. From 1992 to 1993, Dr. Wilensky served as the Deputy Assistant to President George H.-W. Bush for policy
development, and from 1990 to 1992, she was the Administrator of the Health Care Financing Administration
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(now known as the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) directing the Medicaid and Medicare programs for the United States. Dr.
Wilensky is also a director of Gentiva Health Services, Inc., Manor Care, Inc., and Quest Diagnostics Incorporated.

Director Compensation

Directors who are not UnitedHealth Group employees receive an annual retainer of $30,000, a $1,500 fee for attending each board meeting in
person ($750 for attending by telephone), and a $1,000 fee for attending each committee meeting in person ($500 for attending by telephone). In
addition, UnitedHealth Group pays the Chairman of each of the Audit Committee and the Compensation and Human Resources Committee an
annual retainer of $5,000. UnitedHealth Group provides health care coverage to current and past directors who are not eligible for coverage
under another group health care benefit program or Medicare. During 2003, UnitedHealth Group paid approximately $6,440 in health care
premiums on behalf of Mr. Burke.

Under UnitedHealth Group s Directors Compensation Deferral Plan, which was amended effective January 1, 2004, non-employee directors may
elect to defer annually receipt of all or a percentage of their retainer and meeting fees, including committee meeting fees (but not stock options

or other stock-based compensation). Amounts deferred are credited to a bookkeeping account maintained for each director participant, and are
distributable upon the termination of the director s directorship for any reason. Participating directors may elect whether distribution is made in
either (a) an immediate lump sum; (b) a series of five or ten annual installments (subject to certain additional rules set forth in the Director
Deferral Plan); or (c) a delayed lump sum following either the fifth or the tenth anniversary of the termination of the director s directorship
(subject to certain additional rules set forth in the Director Deferral Plan) or (d) in pre-selected amounts and on pre-selected dates while the
director remains a UnitedHealth Group director (subject to certain additional rules set forth in the Director Deferral Plan. The Director Deferral
Plan does not provide for matching contributions by UnitedHealth Group, but UnitedHealth Group s board of directors may determine, in its
discretion, to supplement the accounts of participating directors with additional amounts. No accounts were supplemented in 2003.

Non-employee directors also receive grants of non-qualified stock options under the UnitedHealth Group Incorporated 2002 Stock Incentive
Plan. Under the Stock Incentive Plan (and terms approved by the Compensation and Human Resources Committee with respect to non-employee
director grants made pursuant to the Stock Incentive Plan), UnitedHealth Group s non-employee directors receive three types of option grants:
(1) initial grants of non-qualified stock options to purchase 36,000 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock; (2) quarterly grants of
non-qualified stock options to purchase 5,000 shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock; and (3) conversion grants made pursuant to an
election by a director to convert annual retainer and meeting attendance fees into options to purchase UnitedHealth Group common stock. The
initial grants are made automatically on the date the eligible director is first elected to the board of directors and become exercisable over the
following three years at the rate of 12,000 shares per year. The annual grants are made automatically in four quarterly installments on the first
business day of each fiscal quarter and become exercisable immediately upon grant. The conversion grants are made on the day of each regularly
scheduled board meeting and become exercisable immediately upon grant. The number of shares covered by a conversion option will equal four
times the amount of the retainer and meeting fees foregone, divided by the fair market value of one share of UnitedHealth Group common stock
on the date of grant. The exercise price for all options granted under the Stock Incentive Plan is the closing sale price of UnitedHealth Group
common stock on the date the option is granted. Directors may also receive restricted stock awards and other grants under the Stock Incentive
Plan.
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Executive Officers of UnitedHealth Group

First

Elected As

Executive
Name Age Position Officer
William W. McGuire, M.D. 56 Chairman, Chief Executive Officer and Director 1988
Stephen J. Hemsley 51 President, Chief Operating Officer and Director 1997
Tracy L. Bahl 42 Chief Executive Officer, Uniprise 2004
Patrick J. Erlandson 45 Chief Financial Officer 2001
David J. Lubben 52 General Counsel and Secretary 1996
Lois E. Quam 42 Chief Executive Officer, Ovations 1998
Robert J. Sheehy 46 Chief Executive Officer, UnitedHealthcare 2001
David S. Wichmann 41 Chief Executive Officer, Specialized Care Services 2003

UnitedHealth Group s board of directors elects executive officers annually. UnitedHealth Group s executive officers serve until their successors
are duly elected and qualified.

Dr. McGuire is the Chairman of the board of directors and Chief Executive Officer of UnitedHealth Group. Dr. McGuire joined UnitedHealth
Group as Executive Vice President in November 1988 and became its Chairman and Chief Executive Officer in 1991. Dr. McGuire also served
as UnitedHealth Group s Chief Operating Officer from May 1989 to June 1995 and as its President from November 1989 until May 1999.

Mr. Hemsley is the President and Chief Operating Officer of UnitedHealth Group and has been a member of the board of directors since
February 2000. Mr. Hemsley joined UnitedHealth Group in May 1997 as Senior Executive Vice President. He became Chief Operating Officer
in September 1998 and was named President in May 1999.

Mr. Bahl joined UnitedHealth Group in 1998 as President of Uniprise Strategic Solutions. In 2003, he became the Chief Marketing Officer of
UnitedHealth Group and in April 2004 he was named Chief Executive Officer of Uniprise.

Mr. Erlandson joined UnitedHealth Group in 1997 as Vice President of Process, Planning, and Information Channels. He became Controller and
Chief Accounting Officer in September 1998 and was named Chief Financial Officer in January 2001.

Mr. Lubben joined UnitedHealth Group in October 1996 as General Counsel and Secretary. Prior to joining UnitedHealth Group, he was a
partner in the law firm of Dorsey & Whitney LLP.

Ms. Quam joined UnitedHealth Group in 1989 and became the Chief Executive Officer of Ovations in April 1998. Prior to April 1998, Ms.
Quam served in various capacities including Chief Executive Officer, AARP Division; Vice President, Public Sector Services; and Director,
Research.
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Mr. Sheehy joined UnitedHealth Group in 1992 and became Chief Executive Officer of UnitedHealthcare in January 2001. From April 1998 to

December 2000, he was President of UnitedHealthcare. Prior to April 1998, Mr. Sheehy has served in various capacities with UnitedHealth
Group, including Chief Executive Officer of United Healthcare of Ohio.

Mr. Wichmann joined UnitedHealth Group in 1998 and became Chief Executive Officer of Specialized Care Services in June 2003. From 2001
to June 2003, he was President and Chief Operating Officer of Specialized Care Services. Since he joined UnitedHealth Group in 1998, Mr.
Wichmann has also served as Senior Vice President of Corporate Development.
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Long-Term Compensation
Awards Payouts
Other Annual Securities All Other
Compensation Underlying Performance = Compensation
Name and Principal Position Year  Salary ($) Bonus ($) $@ Options/(#)(2) Awards ($) $)3)
William W. McGuire 2003 1,996,154 5,550,000 231,728 1,300,000 1,897,000 326,617
) ) ' ) 2002 1,896,154 5,275,000 200,843 1,300,000 1,798,000 285,038
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 2001 1,796,154 3,772,000 167,563 1,300,000 1,695,000 240,321
Stephen J. Hemsley 2003 1,000,000 2,325,000 79,234 600,000 960,000 114,548
) ) ) ] 2002 980,769 2,300,000 600,000 924,000 95,212
President and Chief Operating Officer 2001 900,000 1,575,000 600,000 840,000 76,427
David J. Lubben 2003 475,000 550,000 150,000 425,000 34,740
2002 450,000 550,000 250,000 425,000 33,199
General Counsel 2001 425,000 475,000 150,000 410,000 35,795
Robert J. Sheehy 2003 485,000 500,000 150,000 400,000 37,421
2002 474,231 650,000 250,000 400,000 34,926
Chief Executive Officer, UnitedHealthcare ()01 463,078 475,000 150,000 375,000 21,638
R. Channing Wheeler
2003 485,000 400,000 125,000 375,000 18,528
Senior Vice President, 2002 474,231 540,000 250,000 470,000 21,614
UnitedHealth Group 2001 465,000 500,000 198,000 450,000 38,147
(1)  Other annual compensation for Dr. McGuire includes UnitedHealth Group-provided transportation (computed on an incremental cost
basis) of $159,471 in 2003, $135,951 in 2002, and $130,963 in 2001, an expense allowance of $21,600 in each of 2003, 2002 and 2001,
and reimbursement for financial planning and assistance fees of $50,657 in 2003, $43,292 in 2002 and $15,000 in 2001. Other annual
compensation for Mr. Hemsley in 2003 includes UnitedHealth Group-provided transportation (computed on an incremental cost basis) of
$60,834, an expense allowance of $14,400, and reimbursement for financial planning fees of $4,000. In accordance with SEC rules, all
perquisites and other personal benefits for each named executive officer (other than UnitedHealth Group s Chief Executive Officer) which
aggregate to the lesser of either $50,000 or 10% of the total annual salary and bonus for each such named executive officer have been
omitted.
(2) Reflects a two-for-one split by way of stock dividend of UnitedHealth Group s common stock issued on June 18, 2003.
(3) For each of the named executive officers, the amounts indicated for fiscal 2003 consist of UnitedHealth Group contributions made to

accounts for the named individuals pursuant to UnitedHealth Group s 401(k) Savings Plan and Executive Savings Plans as follows:
$218,135 for Dr. McGuire, $99,000 for Mr. Hemsley, $30,894 for Mr. Lubben, $33,490 for Mr. Sheehy and $13,990 for Mr. Wheeler. The
amounts indicated also include Company-paid disability insurance premiums of $90,270 for Dr. McGuire, $15,533 for Mr. Hemsley,
$3,569 for Mr. Lubben, $3,803 for Mr. Sheehy and $4,482 for Mr. Wheeler, and Company-paid life insurance premium of $18,197 for Dr.
McGuire; and benefit refunds of $15, $15, $277, $128 and $56 for Dr. McGuire, Mr. Hemsley, Mr. Lubben, Mr. Sheehy, and Mr. Wheeler,
respectively.
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OPTION GRANTS IN 2003

Individual Grants

Potential Realizable Value at
Assumed Annual rates of

Number of % of Total Stock Price Appreciation for
Securities Options Exercise Option Term(2)
Underlying Granted to or Base
Options Employees Price Expiration
Granted in 2003 ($/share) Date(1) 5% ($) 10%($)
William W. McGuire 1,300,000(3) 7.1 40.12 2/12/13 32,800,628 83,123,232
Stephen J. Hemsley 600,000(4) 33 40.12 2/12/13 15,138,751 38,364,569
David J. Lubben 100,000(4) 0.5 40.12 2/12/13 2,523,125 6,394,095
50,000(4) 0.3 53.90 11/28/13 1,694,871 4,295,136
Robert J. Sheehy 100,000(4) 0.5 40.12 2/12/13 2,523,125 6,394,095
50,000(4) 0.3 53.90 11/28/13 1,694,871 4,295,136
R. Channing Wheeler 100,000(4) 0.5 40.12 2/12/13 2,523,125 6,394,095
25,000(4) 0.1 53.90 11/28/13 847,436 2,147,568

(1) All options granted in 2003 expire ten years following the date of grant, subject to earlier termination upon certain events related to
termination of employment. Options not yet exercisable generally become exercisable upon a change in control of UnitedHealth Group, as
such term is defined in each executive s employment agreement.

(2) The potential realizable value shown is the potential gain on the last day the option remains exercisable. This value will be achieved only if
the options have been held for the full ten years and the stock price has appreciated at the assumed rate. Potential realizable value is listed
for illustration only. The values disclosed are not intended to be, and should not be interpreted as, representations or projections of future
value of UnitedHealth Group common stock or of the stock price.

(3) Options become exercisable at the rate of 25% per year over a period of four years, beginning on January 1, 2004.

(4) Options become exercisable at the rate of 25% per year on each of the first four anniversaries of the date of grant.

AGGREGATED OPTION EXERCISES IN 2003

AND OPTION VALUES AT DECEMBER 31, 2003

Number of Number of Securities Value of Unexercised
Shares Underlying Unexercised In-the-Money Options at
Acquired Value Options 12/31/03 12/31/03 Exercisable /
on Exercise Realized ($)(1) Exercisable /Unexercisable Unexercisable ($)(2)
William W. McGuire 1,900,000 84,176,032 13,835,248 / 3,250,000 639,800,811 / 82,030,358
Stephen J. Hemsley 800,000 34,698,674 5,680,000 / 1,580,000 261,434,939 / 41,566,435
David J. Lubben 160,000 6,003,760 601,132 /453,064 25,119,585/ 10,067,485
Robert J. Sheehy 210,000 9,283,536 777,540 / 539,500 33,407,288 / 14,309,512
R. Channing Wheeler 200,000 7,974,720 633,996 /519,662 26,349,034 / 14,270,185
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(1) Relates to stock options granted between April 1994 and October 1998 to Dr. McGuire; between August 1998 and October 1999 to Mr.
Hemsley; in October 1997 to Mr. Lubben; in October 1998 to Mr. Sheehy; and in October 1999 to Mr. Wheeler.

(2) Calculated by subtracting the per share exercise price from the closing price per share of UnitedHealth Group common stock on December
31, 2003 (the last trading day of the calendar year 2003) of $58.18, and multiplying the result by the number of unexercised options.
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PERFORMANCE AWARDS (LTIP) UNDER EXECUTIVE INCENTIVE
PLAN AWARDS IN LAST FISCAL YEAR
Performance Estimated Future Payouts Under Non-Stock
or Other Price-Based Plans ($)(2)

Period Until

Maturation

or Payout(1) Threshold ($) Target ($) Maximum ($)
William W. McGuire 2003-2005 -0- 1,065,000 2,130,000
Stephen J. Hemsley 2003-2005 -0- 550,000 1,100,000
David J. Lubben 2003-2005 -0- 260,000 520,000
Robert J. Sheehy 2003-2005 -0- 270,000 540,000

R. Channing Wheeler 2003-2005 -0- 270,000 540,000

(1) The table reflects performance awards made under UnitedHealth Group s Executive Incentive Plan during the fiscal year ended December
31, 2003 to the executive officers named in the Summary Compensation Table above. The Performance awards for the 2002 and
2002-2003 performance period were paid in February 2004 and are reflected in the Summary Compensation Table in the column entitled

Performance Awards.

(2) The Compensation and Human Resources Committee establishes target performance awards, maximum performance awards, and
objective performance goals at the beginning of each performance period. Minimum performance thresholds must be attained before any
performance awards are paid under the Executive Incentive Plan. Although the Executive Incentive Plan allows the Committee to make
maximum performance awards equal to 300% of each participant s average base compensation (as defined in the Executive Incentive Plan),
the Committee has chosen to limit maximum awards to the lower amounts shown in the table. The Committee will determine whether or
not the performance objectives have been achieved. The Committee may reduce, but not increase, the performance award otherwise
payable to any plan participant based on a discretionary assessment of such financial and individual performance factors as it determines to
be appropriate. Any payouts will be made within three months of the end of the period, except that a pro rata portion of such payouts may
be made earlier upon a change in control of UnitedHealth Group, and participants may elect, if permitted by law, to defer the payment of
any awards under UnitedHealth Group s Executive Savings Plan.

Executive Employment Agreements

UnitedHealth Group has entered into an employment agreement with each of the executive officers named in the Summary Compensation Table.

William W. McGuire, M.D. Dr. McGuire entered into an employment agreement, effective October 13, 1999, to serve as Chief Executive
Officer. The initial term of this agreement is five years, ending on October 13, 2004. The agreement will be automatically extended for
additional one-year periods on each anniversary of its effective date unless either party delivers prior notice of an intention not to renew the
agreement.

Pursuant to the agreement, Dr. McGuire currently receives a base annual salary of $2,000,000, which is subject to a minimum increase of
$100,000 each year. During each calendar year of the agreement, Dr. McGuire receives a non-qualified stock option to purchase a minimum of
1,300,000 shares of UnitedHealth Group s common stock. The option becomes exercisable as to 25% of the shares underlying the option over a
period of four years, subject to accelerated vesting if specified events occur. Under the agreement, Dr. McGuire also is eligible to participate in
UnitedHealth Group s incentive bonus and stock plans and in UnitedHealth Group s other employee benefit programs. In addition, UnitedHealth
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Group provides and pays for life and disability insurance policies on behalf of Dr. McGuire.
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Upon termination of Dr. McGuire s employment for any reason, he is entitled to a supplemental retirement benefit in the form of annual
payments for his lifetime in an amount equal to a percentage, based on age of retirement, of his average cash compensation (as defined in the
agreement) for the three calendar years immediately preceding his termination of employment. In the event of Dr. McGuire s death after his
retirement, his surviving spouse is entitled to a benefit in the amount of 50% of the benefit to which Dr. McGuire was entitled. The retirement
benefit may be paid out in a lump sum under certain circumstances. Had Dr. McGuire retired at the end of 2003, his annual payments under the
supplemental retirement benefit would be approximately $5,148,000 per year.

Upon Dr. McGuire s retirement, all stock option and other awards granted to Dr. McGuire will vest immediately and all of his options will
remain exercisable until the earlier of 72 months after the date of termination of employment or the expiration date of the respective option.

The employment agreement also provides severance benefits if Dr. McGuire s employment terminates under certain circumstances. If his
employment is terminated by UnitedHealth Group without cause or by Dr. McGuire for good reason (as those terms are defined in the
agreement), UnitedHealth Group will pay Dr. McGuire his salary and bonus for the 36 months following the termination of his employment. In
addition, Dr. McGuire will continue to receive credited service under his supplemental retirement benefits for this 36-month period. All stock
option and other awards granted to Dr. McGuire will vest immediately upon his employment termination, and all of his options will remain
exercisable until the earlier of 72 months following termination of employment or the expiration date of the respective option. Dr. McGuire will
receive these same benefits under certain circumstances in connection with a change in control (as such term is defined in his employment
agreement).

If Dr. McGuire s employment is terminated because of his death or permanent disability, UnitedHealth Group will pay his beneficiaries or him
his salary and bonus for a period of 24 months. In addition, he or his beneficiaries will receive the proceeds from his disability or life insurance
policies, and his stock options will vest immediately and remain exercisable for as long as 60 months following his death or permanent disability
but not beyond the expiration date of the respective option. In the case of termination due to a permanent disability, Dr. McGuire will continue
to receive credited service under his supplemental retirement benefits for 24 months.

If Dr. McGuire voluntarily terminates his employment without good reason, UnitedHealth Group will pay him his salary and bonus for a period
of 24 months. Vested stock options at the time of the termination of his employment will remain exercisable for up to 36 months following
termination of his employment but not beyond the expiration date of the respective option.

In the event of any termination of Dr. McGuire s employment other than a termination by UnitedHealth Group for cause, UnitedHealth Group
will continue to provide health coverage for Dr. McGuire and his spouse for the remainder of their lives and for his children until they reach the
age of 25.

If any payments or benefits paid to Dr. McGuire under his employment agreement are deemed parachute payments under the Code, and become
subject to excise taxes, UnitedHealth Group will pay Dr. McGuire the amount of such excise taxes plus all federal, state, local, and excise taxes
due on these excise tax payments, as these amounts are determined by UnitedHealth Group s independent auditors.

Pursuant to his employment agreement, Dr. McGuire is subject to provisions prohibiting his solicitation of UnitedHealth Group employees and
competition with UnitedHealth Group during the term of the agreement, for the period of the severance payments and for one year thereafter. In
addition, he is prohibited at all times from disclosing confidential information related to UnitedHealth Group.
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Stephen J. Hemsley. Mr. Hemsley entered into an employment agreement, effective October 13, 1999, to serve as President of UnitedHealth
Group. The term of this agreement will continue until the termination of Mr. Hemsley s employment.
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During each calendar year of the agreement, Mr. Hemsley will receive a non-qualified stock option to purchase a minimum of 600,000 shares of
common stock. The stock option becomes exercisable as to 25% of the shares underlying the option on each of the first four anniversaries of the
date of grant, subject to accelerated vesting if specified events occur. Under the agreement, Mr. Hemsley also is eligible to participate in
UnitedHealth Group s incentive bonus and stock plans and in UnitedHealth Group s other employee benefit programs. In addition, UnitedHealth
Group provides and pays for life and disability insurance policies on behalf of Mr. Hemsley. In accordance with Mr. Hemsley s employment
agreement, in 2004, UnitedHealth Group finalized a supplemental retirement benefit plan pursuant to which Mr. Hemsley is entitled to a benefit
in the form of a lump sum cash payment. The amount of that payment shall be the actuarial equivalent of formulaically determined annual
payments for his lifetime. Such annual payments shall be equal to a percentage, based on his age at retirement, of his average salary and bonus
for the five years preceding his termination of employment. This percentage increases to a maximum of 55% if Mr. Hemsley retires at age 65.
Had Mr. Hemsley retired at the end of 2003, his lump sum payment under the supplemental retirement plan would have been approximately
$5,466,000.

The employment agreement provides severance benefits if Mr. Hemsley s employment by UnitedHealth Group ends under certain circumstances.
If his employment is terminated by UnitedHealth Group without cause or by Mr. Hemsley for good reason other than in connection with a

change in control (as these terms are defined in the agreement), UnitedHealth Group will pay Mr. Hemsley two times his annual salary and

bonus over the 12 months following the termination of his employment. If such termination is in connection with a change in control, Mr.
Hemsley will receive three times his annual salary and bonus over the 12 months following the termination of his employment. If the

termination is in connection with a change in control, any stock options granted to Mr. Hemsley will vest immediately and remain exercisable

for a period of 36 months but not longer than the expiration date under the respective option. If the termination is not in connection with a

change in control, the Compensation and Human Resources Committee will give consideration to the vesting of any unvested options and the
period that the vested options remain exercisable after termination of Mr. Hemsley s employment.

If Mr. Hemsley s employment is terminated because of his death or permanent disability, UnitedHealth Group will pay him or his beneficiaries
his salary and bonus for a period of 12 months. In addition, he or his beneficiaries will receive the proceeds from his disability or life insurance
policies, and his stock options will vest immediately and will remain exercisable for as long as 60 months following his death or permanent
disability but not beyond the expiration date of the respective option.

In the event of any termination of Mr. Hemsley s employment other than a termination for cause, UnitedHealth Group will continue to provide
health coverage for Mr. Hemsley and his spouse until age 65 and for his children until they reach the age of 25.

If any payments or benefits paid to Mr. Hemsley under his employment agreement are deemed parachute payments under the Code, and become
subject to excise taxes, UnitedHealth Group will pay Mr. Hemsley the amount of such excise taxes plus all federal, state, local and excise taxes
due on these excise tax payments, as these amounts are determined by UnitedHealth Group s independent auditors.

Pursuant to the employment agreement, Mr. Hemsley is subject to provisions prohibiting his solicitation of UnitedHealth Group s employees
during the term of the agreement, for the period of the severance payments and for one year thereafter. Mr. Hemsley is also prevented from
competing with UnitedHealth Group during the term of his employment and the period that severance payments are made to him under the
employment agreement. In addition, he is prohibited at all times from disclosing confidential information related to UnitedHealth Group.

David J. Lubben, Robert J. Sheehy and R. Channing Wheeler. Each of Messrs. Lubben and Sheehy entered into an employment agreement,
effective October 16, 1998, to serve as an executive officer of UnitedHealth Group. Mr. Wheeler entered into his employment agreement
effective May 20, 1998. Messrs. Lubben s and
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Sheehy s agreements remain in effect until terminated by either UnitedHealth Group or the executive under certain circumstances. The initial
term of Mr. Wheeler s agreement was three years; and his agreement automatically renews for additional one-year terms unless either party
provides prior notice of intent not to renew. Under their agreements, each of Messrs. Lubben, Sheehy and Wheeler is eligible to participate in
UnitedHealth Group s incentive bonus and stock plans and our other employee benefit plans.

Pursuant to their agreements, each of Messrs. Lubben, Sheehy, and Wheeler is entitled to receive severance compensation for a 12-month period
if the executive s employment is terminated by UnitedHealth Group without cause or in connection with a change in employment (as these terms
are defined in their respective agreements). The severance compensation generally equals a multiple of the executive s base salary plus bonus (as
determined by their respective agreements), which multiple may be greater if the severance events described above occur within two years
following a change in control (as such term is defined in their respective agreements). In connection with a change in control, if any payments or
benefits paid to Messrs. Lubben, Sheehy, or Wheeler under their respective employment agreements are deemed parachute payments under the
Internal Revenue Code, and become subject to excise taxes, UnitedHealth Group will pay each executive the amount of such excise taxes plus

all federal, state, local and excise taxes due on these excise tax payments, as these amounts are determined by UnitedHealth Group s independent
auditors. During the terms of their agreements and during certain periods of time following termination of the agreements, each executive is
subject to confidentiality, non-solicitation and non-competition provisions.

Executive Savings Plans

Along with certain other management and highly compensated employees of UnitedHealth Group, executive officers are eligible to participate in
UnitedHealth Group s Executive Savings Plans, which are nonqualified, unfunded deferred compensation plans. Under these plans, employees
may generally defer up to 100% of their eligible cash compensation. Amounts deferred are credited to a bookkeeping account maintained for
each participant, and are distributable upon the termination of the participant s employment. Subject to certain additional rules set forth in the
Executive Savings Plans, employees may elect whether distribution will be made in an immediate lump sum, in a series of five or ten annual
installments, or in a delayed lump sum following the tenth anniversary of the employee s termination. UnitedHealth Group provides a matching
credit of up to 50% of amounts deferred at the time of each deferral, but this matching credit applies only to the first 6% of the employee s base
salary and annual incentive award deferrals, and does not apply to deferrals of long-term performance awards or other special incentive awards.
Amounts deferred are credited with earnings from measuring investments selected by the employee from a collection of investment vehicles
identified by UnitedHealth Group.
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UnitedHealth Group Common Stock Ownership

The following table provides information about each shareholder known to UnitedHealth Group to own beneficially more than 5% of the
outstanding shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock (based solely on information provided in Schedule 13Gs filed by each such entity in
February 2004 with the SEC).

Amount and

Nature of

Beneficial Percent of
Name and Address of Beneficial Owner Ownership(1) Class(2)
Janus Capital Management LLC(3) 38,813,267 6.3%
100 Fillmore Street
Denver, CO 80206-4923
Barclays Global Investors, NA(4) 38,335,800 6.2%
45 Fremont Street
San Francisco, CA 94105
FMR Corp.(5) 37,892,556 6.1%
82 Devonshire Street
Boston, MA 02109-3164
AXA Financial Inc.(6) 36,029,977 5.8%
1290 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10104
Bank of America Corporation(7) 33,158,459 5.4%

100 North Tryon Street
Charlotte, NC 28255

(1) Except as otherwise described, the shareholders in the table have sole voting and investment powers with respect to the shares listed.
(2) Percent of class calculation is based on 618,630,040 shares of common stock outstanding as of March 24, 2004.

(3) This information is based on a Schedule 13G/A reporting beneficial ownership data as of December 31, 2003, filed by Janus Capital
Management LLC on February 17, 2004, which sets forth aggregated holdings for Janus Capital Management LLC and two entities in
which it owns a majority ownership interest: Bay Isle Financial LLC and Enhanced Investment Technologies LLC. Janus Capital
Management LLC has sole voting and investment power with respect to 36,069,092 shares of common stock, and through its ownership
interest in Enhanced Investment Technologies LLC, shared voting and investment power with respect to 2,744,175 shares of common
stock.

(4) This information is based on a Schedule 13G/A reporting beneficial ownership data as of December 31, 2003 jointly filed with the SEC on
February 17, 2004 by (1) Barclays Global Investors, NA, (2) Barclays Global Fund Advisors, (3) Barclays Global Investors, LTD, (4)
Barclays Global Investors Japan Trust and Banking Company Limited, (5) Barclays Life Assurance Company Limited, (6) Barclays Bank
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PLC, (7) Barclays Capital Securities Limited, (8) Barclays Capital Inc., (9) Barclays Private Bank & Trust (Isle of Man) Limited, (10)
Barclays Private Bank and Trust (Jersey) Limited, (11) Barclays Bank Trust Company Limited, (12) Barclays Bank (Suisse) SA and (13)
Barclays Private Bank Limited. Barclays Global Investors, NA, Barclays Global Fund Advisors, Barclays Global Investors, LTD and
Barclays Global Investors Japan Trust and Banking Company Limited hold sole voting power with respect to 26,524,315; 1,889,717,
4,944,520 and 487,057 shares of common stock, respectively, and sole investment power with respect to 26,524,315; 1,889,717; 4,977,520
and 487,507 shares of common stock, respectively.

(5) This information is based on a Schedule 13G/A filed by FMR Corp. with the SEC on February 17, 2004, reporting beneficial ownership
data as of December 31, 2003. FMR, through its control over Fidelity Management & Research Company, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
FMR, and Fidelity Management Trust Company and Fidelity International Limited, has sole voting power with respect to 4,807,666 shares
of common stock and sole investment power with respect to all 37,892,556 shares of common stock.
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This information is based on a Schedule 13G reporting beneficial ownership data as of December 31 2003, jointly filed with the SEC on
February 10, 2004 by (1) AXA Financial, Inc.; (2) AXA, as a parent holding company holding a majority interest in AXA Financial, Inc.;
an (3) the Mutuelles AXA, as a group, acting as a parent holding company, and which as a group control AXA. AXA Investment
Managers Paris (France), AXA Investment Managers Den Haag, AXA Konzern AG (Germany) and AXA Rosenberg Investment
Management LLC, subsidiaries of AXA, hold shares of our common stock, as do two subsidiaries of AXA Financial, Inc.; Alliance Capital
Management L.P. and The Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States. AXA and the Mutuelles AXA have sole voting power
with respect to 17,491,097 shares of common stock, shared voting power with respect to 5,908,067 shares of common stock and shared
investment power with respect to 1,148,927 shares of common stock. AXA Financial, Inc. has sole voting power with respect to
16,546,544 shares of common stock, shared voting power with respect to 5,908,067 shares of common stock and shared investment power
with respect to 31,201 shares of common stock. There are two mailing addresses listed for the Mutuelles AXA. The address for AXA
Assurances I.A.R.D. Mutuelle and AXA Assurances Vie Mutuelle is 370, rue Saint Honore/75001 Paris, France. The address for AXA
Courtage Assurance Mutuelle is 26, rue Louis le Grand/75002 Paris, France. The mailing address for AXA is 25, avenue Matignon/75008
Paris, France. The address for AXA Financial, Inc. is 1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New York 10104.

This information is based on a Schedule 13G reporting beneficial ownership data as of December 31, 2003 jointly filed with the SEC on
February 17, 2004 by (1) Bank of America Corporation, (2) Bank of America NA, (3) NB Holdings Corporation, (4) Bank of America
Trust Company of Delaware, N.A., (5) Bank of America Capital Management LLC, (6) Banc of America Advisors, LLC, (7) Marsico
Management Holdings, L.L.C., (8) Marsico Capital Management, LLC, (9) NMS Services Inc., (10) NMS Services (Cayman) Inc., (11)
Nationsbanc Montgomery Holdings Corporation, (12) Banc of America Securities, LLC and (13) Banc of America Investment Services,
Inc. Bank of America Corporation holds shared voting power with respect to 25,706,504 shares of common stock and shared investment
power with respect to 33,071,915 shares of common stock, NB Holdings Corporation holds shared voting power with respect to
25,702,762 shares of common stock and shares investment power with respect to 33,068,173 shares of common stock, Bank of America
NA holds sole voting power with respect to 1,703,687 shares and shared voting power with respect to 23,998,975 shares of common stock,
and sole investment power with respect to 1,503,009 and shared investment power with respect to 31,565,064 shares of common stock,
and Bank of America Trust Company of Delaware, N.A. holds shared voting power with respect to 120 shares of common stock and sole
investment power with respect to 120 shares of common stock, Banc of America Capital Management LLC holds sole voting power with
respect to 405,688 shares of common stock and sole investment power with respect to 429,788 shares of common stock, Banc of America
Advisors, LLC holds shared voting power with respect to 4,719,289 shares of common stock and shared investment power with respect to
4,719,289 shares of common stock, and Marsico Management Holdings, L.L.C. and Marsico Capital Management, LL.C each hold shared
voting power with respect to 23,458,397 shares of common stock and shared investment power with respect to 30,839,505 shares of
common stock.
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The following table provides information about the beneficial ownership of UnitedHealth Group common stock as of March 24, 2004 by each

director, each executive officer in the Summary Compensation Table and by all directors and all executive officers of UnitedHealth Group as a

group. The amounts set forth in the column entitled Amount and Nature of Beneficial Ownership include shares set forth in the column entitled
Number of Shares Deemed Beneficially Owned as a Result of Options Exercisable Within 60 Days of March 24, 2004.

William C. Ballard
Richard T. Burke
Stephen J. Hemsley
James A. Johnson
Thomas H. Kean
Douglas W. Leatherdale
David J. Lubben
William W. McGuire
Mary O. Mundinger
Robert L. Ryan
Donna E. Shalala
Robert J. Sheehy
William G. Spears

R. Channing Wheeler
Gail R. Wilensky

All executive officers and directors as a group (18 persons)

* Less than 1%.

Amount and
Nature of
Beneficial

Ownership(1)

154,400
1,789,494(2)
6,173,694(3)

279,170(4)
320,820(5)
771,130
567,121(3)
15,460,823(3)
149,010
55,700
59,000
895,708(3)
360,668
744,417(3)
130,840
28,934,838(6)

Number of Shares
Deemed Beneficially
Owned as a Result
of Options Exercisable
Within 60 Days of

March 24, 2004

127,000
358,970
6,160,000
275,170(4)
294,820
360,530
565,492
15,135,248
133,010
43,700
59,000
892,540
328,220
735,871
112,840
26,575,467(7)

Percent of

Common

Stock

[\

A~

(1)  Unless otherwise noted, each person and group identified possesses sole voting and investment power with respect to the shares shown
opposite such person s or group s name. Shares not outstanding but deemed beneficially owned by virtue of the right of an individual to
acquire them within 60 days of March 24, 2004 are treated as outstanding only when determining the amount and percent owned by such

individual or group.

% % % % % % % B % % % ¥ % % %

R

Outstanding

(2) Includes 66,124 shares held directly by Mr. Burke s spouse. Mr. Burke does not have voting or investment power over these shares, and

disclaims beneficial ownership of these shares.

(3) Includes the following number of shares held in trust for the individuals pursuant to UnitedHealth Group s 401(k) plan: Mr.

Hemsley, 140 shares; Mr. Lubben, 158 shares; Dr. McGuire, 3,151 shares; Mr. Sheehy, 580 shares; and Mr. Wheeler, 190 shares.

R

(4) Includes options to purchase 146,000 shares held in a family trust. Mr. Johnson does not have voting or investment power over the shares
underlying these options, and disclaims beneficial ownership of these shares.

(5) Includes 4,000 shares held by Mr. Kean in a trust for the benefit of his minor child.

(6) Includes 5,714 shares held in executive officers 401(k) accounts, which shares were previously held in such officers accounts under
UnitedHealth Group s former Employee Stock Ownership Plan, and the indirect holdings included in footnotes (2), (4) and (5) above.
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Pursuant to the terms of UnitedHealth Group s 401(k) Plan, a participant has sole voting power over his or her shares; however, the plan
trustee votes all unvoted shares in the same proportions as the actual proxy votes submitted by plan participants.

(7) Includes the indirect holdings included in footnote (4) above.
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Properties

As of March 31, 2004, UnitedHealth Group leased approximately 8 million and owned approximately 1.3 million aggregate square feet of space
in the United States and Europe. UnitedHealth Group s leases expire at various dates through May 31, 2025.

Employees

As of March 31, 2004, UnitedHealth Group employed approximately 37,000 individuals.

Certain Relationships and Transactions

Mr. William C. Ballard, Jr. is Of Counsel to the law firm of Greenebaum Doll & McDonald PLLC. In 2003, this law firm performed legal
services for UnitedHealth Group totaling approximately $30,000. This law firm will no longer be providing services to UnitedHealth Group
effective June 30, 2004.
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COMPARISON OF RIGHTS
OF
SHAREHOLDERS OF UNITEDHEALTH GROUP
AND

STOCKHOLDERS OF OXFORD

This section of the proxy statement/prospectus describes certain differences between the rights of holders of Oxford common stock and the
rights of holders of UnitedHealth Group common stock. While UnitedHealth Group and Oxford believe that the description covers the material
differences between the two, this summary may not contain all of the information that is important to you. You should carefully read this entire
document and refer to the other documents discussed below for a more complete understanding of the differences between being a stockholder
of Oxford and being a shareholder of UnitedHealth Group.

As a stockholder of Oxford, your rights are governed by Oxford s certificate of incorporation, as amended, and its amended and restated bylaws,
each as currently in effect. After completion of the merger, you will become a shareholder of UnitedHealth Group. UnitedHealth Group s

common stock is quoted on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol UNH. As a UnitedHealth Group shareholder, your rights will be
governed by UnitedHealth Group s second restated articles of incorporation, as amended, and UnitedHealth Group s second amended and restated
bylaws. In addition, UnitedHealth Group is incorporated in Minnesota while Oxford is incorporated in Delaware. Although the rights and
privileges of stockholders of a Delaware corporation are in many instances comparable to those of shareholders of a Minnesota corporation,

there are also differences. The following comparison is based on certain amendments to Minnesota corporation law that will be effective on July

1, 2004.

MINNESOTA CORPORATION

DELAWARE CORPORATION

Shareholder Meetings

Under the UnitedHealth Group bylaws, holders of UnitedHealth
Group common stock are entitled to at least five days prior written
notice for each regular meeting and special meeting to consider any
matter, except that Minnesota law and the UnitedHealth Group
bylaws require that notice of a meeting at which an agreement of
merger or exchange is to be considered shall be mailed to
shareholders of record, whether entitled to vote or not, at least 14
days prior to such meeting.

Delaware law and the Oxford bylaws require that stockholders be
provided prior written notice no more than 60 days nor less than 10
days prior to the date of any meeting of stockholders. Notice must
be given at least 20 days prior to a meeting at which the
stockholders will be asked to adopt an agreement relating to the
merger of the corporation.

Right to Call Special Meetings

Under Minnesota law and the UnitedHealth Group bylaws, a special
meeting of shareholders may be called by the chairman of the board,
the chief executive officer, the chief financial officer, any two or
more directors, a person authorized in the articles or bylaws to call
special meetings or a shareholder or shareholders holding 10% or
more of all shares entitled to vote, except that a special meeting
called by a shareholder for the purpose of considering any action to
facilitate, directly or indirectly, or effect a business combination,
including any action to change or otherwise affect the composition of
the board of directors for that purpose, must be called by 25% or
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Under Delaware law, a special meeting of stockholders may be
called by the board of directors or by such person or persons as may
be authorized by the certificate of incorporation or by the bylaws.
The Oxford bylaws authorize a special meeting of stockholders to
be called by the chairman of the board of directors, the vice
chairman of the board, the chief executive officer or the board of
directors.
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more of the voting power of all shares entitled to vote.
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Actions by Written Consent of Shareholders/Stockholders

Under Minnesota law and the UnitedHealth Group bylaws, any
action required or permitted to be taken in a meeting of the
shareholders may be taken without a meeting by a written action
signed by all of the shareholders entitled to vote on that action. The
UnitedHealth Group articles do not restrict shareholder action by
written consent.

Under Delaware law, unless otherwise provided in a corporation s
certificate of incorporation, stockholders may act by a written
consent in lieu of a meeting provided the written consent is signed
by the holders of outstanding stock having at least the minimum
number of votes that would be necessary to authorize or take such
action at a meeting at which all shares entitled to vote thereon were
present. However, the Oxford certificate of incorporation provides
that any action required or permitted to be taken by the Oxford
stockholders must be taken at a duly called annual or special
meeting of stockholders and may not be effected by written consent
of the stockholders.

Rights of Dissenting Shareholders/Stockholders

Under both Minnesota and Delaware law, shareholders may exercise
aright of dissent from certain corporate actions and obtain payment

of the fair value of their shares. Generally, under Minnesota law, the
categories of transactions subject to dissenters rights are broader than
those under Delaware law. Shareholders of a Minnesota corporation
may exercise dissenters rights in connection with:

an amendment of the articles of incorporation that materially and
adversely affects the rights and preferences of the shares of the
dissenting shareholder in certain respects unless the corporation opts
out of this provision in its articles of incorporation;

a sale or transfer of all or substantially all of the assets of the
corporation;

a plan of merger to which the corporation is a party;

a plan of exchange of shares to which the corporation is a party;
and

any other corporate action with respect to which the corporation s
articles of incorporation or bylaws give dissenting shareholders the
right to obtain payment for their shares.

Unless the articles, the bylaws, or a resolution approved by the board
of directors otherwise provide, such dissenters rights do not apply to
a shareholder of the surviving corporation in a merger if the shares of
the shareholder are not entitled to be voted on the merger. In

addition, dissenters rights are not available if the shareholder receives
shares of any class or series that are listed on the New York Stock
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Under Delaware law, appraisal rights are available in connection
with certain statutory mergers or consolidations in which the
corporation is a constituent corporation, or if such rights are
otherwise provided in the corporation s certificate of incorporation.
Appraisal rights are not available under Delaware law, however, if
the corporation s stock is (i) listed on a national securities exchange
or designated on the Nasdaq National market, or (ii) held of record
by more than 2,000 stockholders; provided, that if the merger or
consolidation requires stockholders to exchange their stock for
anything other than: (a) shares of the surviving corporation; (b)
shares of another corporation that will be listed on national
securities exchange; (c) cash in lieu of fractional shares of any such
corporation; or (d) any combination of such shares and cash in lieu
of fractional shares, then appraisal rights will be available. The
Oxford certificate does not grant any other appraisal rights.
Stockholders who desire to exercise their appraisal rights must
satisfy all of the conditions and requirements as set forth in the
Delaware General Corporation Law in order to maintain such rights
and obtain such payment.
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exchange. The UnitedHealth Group articles do not grant any other
dissenters rights. Shareholders who desire to exercise their dissenters
rights must satisfy all of the conditions and requirements as set forth in
the Minnesota Business Corporation Act in order to maintain such rights
and obtain such payment.

Board of Directors

Minnesota law provides that the board of directors of a Minnesota
corporation shall consist of one or more directors as fixed by the articles
of incorporation or bylaws. The UnitedHealth Group board of directors
currently consists of 12 directors. The UnitedHealth Group articles
provide that the board is divided into three classes, as nearly equal in
number as possible, with directors serving three year terms. The
UnitedHealth Group bylaws provide that in the case of any increase or
decrease in the number of directors, the increase or decrease shall be
distributed among the several classes as nearly equal as possible, as
determined by the affirmative vote of a majority of the UnitedHealth
Group board or by the affirmative vote of a majority of the holders of
the voting stock of UnitedHealth Group. The number of directors may
be increased or decreased from time to time by resolution adopted by a
majority of the board of directors or by the affirmative vote of the
holders of a majority of the voting stock of UnitedHealth Group,
considered as one class.

Minnesota law provides that, unless modified by the articles or bylaws
of the corporation or by shareholder agreement, the directors may be
removed with or without cause by the affirmative vote of that
proportion or number of the voting power of the shares of the classes or
series the director represents which would be sufficient to elect such
director (with an exception for corporations with cumulative voting).
The UnitedHealth Group articles require the affirmative vote of the
holders of 66 %/3% of the outstanding shares of common stock or the
affirmative vote of 66 %/3% of the directors in office at the time such
vote is taken. Shareholders of UnitedHealth Group do not have the right
to cumulative voting in the election of directors.

Delaware law states that the board of directors shall consist of one
or more members with the number of directors to be fixed as
provided in the bylaws of the corporation, unless the certificate of
incorporation fixes the number of directors, in which case a change
in the number of directors shall be made only by amendment of the
certificate. The Oxford bylaws provide that, unless otherwise fixed
by the directors, the number of directors which shall constitute the
board of directors shall be no less than 7 and no more than 13. The
Oxford certificate of incorporation provides that the board is
divided into 3 classes, as nearly equal in number as possible, with
directors serving 3 year terms. If the number of directors is
changed, any increase or decrease shall be apportioned among the
several classes as nearly equal as possible. Except in the case of a
classified board, Delaware law states that any director or the entire
board of directors may be removed, with or without cause, by the
holders of a majority of the shares then entitled to vote at an
election of directors. The Oxford certificate of incorporation
provides that directors may be removed only for cause, by the
affirmative vote of 80% of the shares of outstanding common stock.

Filling Vacancies on the Board of Directors

Under Minnesota law, unless different rules for filling vacancies are
provided for in the articles of incorporation or bylaws, vacancies
resulting from the death, resignation, removal or disqualification of a
director may be filled by the affirmative vote of a majority of the
remaining directors, even though less than a quorum, and vacancies
resulting from a newly-
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Delaware law provides that, unless otherwise provided in the
certificate of incorporation or bylaws, vacancies may be filled by a
majority of the directors then in office, although less than a quorum
or by a sole remaining director. Oxford s certificate of incorporation
and bylaws contain no provisions to the contrary. Further, if, at the
time of filling any
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created directorship may be filled by the affirmative vote of a majority
of the directors serving at the time of the increase. The shareholders
may also elect a new director to fill a vacancy that is created by the
removal of a director by the shareholders.

The UnitedHealth Group bylaws provide that vacancies on the board of
directors may be filled by the affirmative vote of a majority of the
remaining members of the board, though less than a quorum; newly
created directorships resulting from an increase in the authorized
number of directors shall be filled by the vote of a majority of the
directors present at a meeting at the time the action is taken.

vacancy, the directors then in office shall constitute less than a
majority of the whole board, the Court of Chancery may, upon
application of any stockholder or stockholders holding at least 10%
of the total number of the shares at the time outstanding having the
right to vote for such directors, summarily order an election to be
held to fill any such vacancies or newly created directorships, or to
replace the directors chosen by the directors then in office.

Amendments to Bylaws and Articles

Minnesota law and the UnitedHealth Group bylaws provide that the
power to adopt, amend or repeal the bylaws is vested in the board
(subject to certain notice requirements set forth in the UnitedHealth
Group bylaws). Minnesota law provides that the authority in the board
of directors is subject to the power of the shareholders to change or
repeal such bylaws by a majority vote of the shareholders at a meeting
of the shareholders called for such purpose, and the board of directors
shall not make or alter any bylaws fixing a quorum for meetings of
shareholders, prescribing procedures for removing directors or filling
vacancies in the board of directors, or fixing the number of directors or
their classifications, qualifications or terms of office. Under Minnesota
law, a shareholder or shareholders holding 3% or more of the voting
power of all shares entitled to vote may propose a resolution to amend
or repeal bylaws adopted, amended or repealed by the board, in which
event such resolutions must be brought before the shareholders for their
consideration pursuant to the procedures for amending the articles of
incorporation.

Minnesota law provides that a proposal to amend the articles of
incorporation may be presented to the shareholders of a Minnesota
corporation by a resolution (i) approved by the affirmative vote of a
majority of the directors present or (ii) proposed by a shareholder or
shareholders holding 3% or more of the voting shares entitled to vote
thereon. Under Minnesota law, any such amendment must be approved
by the affirmative vote of a majority of the shareholders entitled to vote
thereon, except that the articles may provide for a specified proportion
or number larger than a majority. The UnitedHealth Group articles
provide that the affirmative vote of the holders of at least 66 %/3% of the
outstanding shares of common stock is required in order to amend
provisions of the UnitedHealth Group articles concerning the election
and removal of directors and
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Delaware law requires a vote of the corporation s board of directors
followed by the affirmative vote of a majority of the outstanding
stock entitled to vote for any amendment to the certificate of
incorporation, unless a greater level of approval, or a class vote, is
required by the certificate of incorporation. Further, Delaware law
states that if an amendment would increase or decrease the
aggregate number of authorized shares of such class, increase or
decrease the par value of shares of such class or alter or change the
powers, preferences or special rights of a particular class or series
of stock so as to affect them adversely, the class or series shall be
given the power to vote as a class notwithstanding the absence of
any specifically enumerated power in the certificate of
incorporation. The Oxford certificate of incorporation provides that
the following provisions of the certificate may only be amended
upon the affirmative vote of 80% of the outstanding shares of
Oxford common stock (i) the prohibition of stockholder action by
written consent, (ii) the supermajority voting requirement for
certain related party business transactions, (iii) the provisions
regarding director qualification and the manner in which the size of
the board of directors is determined, (iv) the staggered board
provision, (v) the advance notice requirement for nominations to
the board, (vi) the supermajority voting requirement for the removal
of directors, (vii) the supermajority voting requirement for the
amendment of the Bylaws and (viii) the supermajority voting
requirement for the amendment of the foregoing provisions.
Delaware law also states that the power to adopt, amend or repeal
the bylaws of a corporation shall be in the stockholders entitled to
vote, provided that the corporation in its certificate of incorporation
may confer such power on the board of directors in addition to the
stockholders. The Oxford certificate expressly authorizes the board
of directors to make, adopt, alter, or repeal any or all of the
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that the affirmative vote of the holders of 66 %/3% of the outstanding
shares of voting stock is required in order to amend provisions
concerning certain mergers, consolidations and other business
combinations and reorganizations.

bylaws of Oxford. The Oxford certificate of incorporation and
Bylaws provide that the stockholders may adopt, amend or repeal
the Bylaws only upon the affirmative vote of 80% of outstanding
shares of Oxford common stock.

Indemnification of Directors, Officers and Employees

Minnesota law and Delaware law both contain provisions setting forth
conditions under which a corporation may indemnify its directors,
officers and employees. While indemnification is permitted only if
certain statutory standards of conduct are met, Minnesota law and
Delaware law are substantially similar in providing for indemnification
if the person acted in good faith and in a manner the person reasonably
believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the corporation
and, with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, had no
reasonable cause to believe the conduct was unlawful. The statutes
differ, however, with respect to whether indemnification is permissive
or mandatory, where there is a distinction between third-party actions
and actions by or in the right of the corporation, and whether, and to
what extent, reimbursement of judgments, fines, settlements, and
expenses is allowed. The major difference between Minnesota law and
Delaware law is that while indemnification of officers, directors and
employees is mandatory under Minnesota law, indemnification is
permissive under Delaware law, except that a Delaware corporation
must indemnify a person who is successful on the merits or otherwise in
the defense of certain specified actions, suits or proceedings for
expenses and attorney s fees actually and reasonably incurred in
connection therewith. Minnesota law requires a corporation to
indemnify any director, officer or employee who is made or threatened
to be made party to a proceeding by reason of the former or present
official capacity of the director, officer or employee, against judgments,
penalties, fines, settlements and reasonable expenses. Minnesota law
permits a corporation to prohibit indemnification by so providing in its
articles of incorporation or its bylaws. UnitedHealth Group has not
limited the statutory indemnification in its articles of incorporation,
however, and the bylaws of UnitedHealth Group state that UnitedHealth
Group shall indemnify such persons for such expenses and liabilities to
such extent as permitted by statute.
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Although indemnification is permissive in Delaware, a corporation
may, through its certificate of incorporation, bylaws or other
intracorporate agreements, make indemnification mandatory.
Pursuant to this authority, the Oxford certificate and bylaws provide
that Oxford shall indemnify its officers and directors to the fullest
extent permitted under Delaware law.
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Liabilities of Directors

Under Minnesota law, a director may be liable to the corporation for
distributions made in violation of Minnesota law or a restriction
contained in the corporation s articles or bylaws. The UnitedHealth
Group articles provide that a director shall not be personally liable to
UnitedHealth Group or its shareholders for monetary liability relating
to breach of fiduciary duty as a director, unless the liability relates to:

a breach of the director s duty of loyalty to the corporation or its
shareholders;

acts or omissions involving a lack of good faith or which involve
intentional misconduct or a knowing violation of law; liability for
illegal distributions and unlawful sales of UnitedHealth Group
securities;

transactions where the director gained an improper personal
benefit; or

any acts or omissions occurring prior to the date on which the
liability limitation provisions of the UnitedHealth Group articles
become effective.

The UnitedHealth Group articles provide that any repeal or
modification of the foregoing provisions shall not adversely affect
any right or protection of a director of UnitedHealth Group existing
at the time of such repeal or modification.

The UnitedHealth Group articles also provide that if Minnesota law
is amended to authorize further elimination of the personal liability
of directors, then the liability of UnitedHealth Group directors shall
be limited to the fullest extent permitted by Minnesota law, as so
amended.

Under Delaware law, a certificate of incorporation may contain a
provision limiting or eliminating a director s personal liability to the
corporation or its stockholders for monetary damages for a director s
breach of fiduciary duty subject to certain limitations. The Oxford
certificate provides that, to the fullest extent permitted under
Delaware law as it currently exists or is hereafter amended, the
corporation s directors shall not be personally liable to the
corporation or its stockholders for monetary damages for breach of
fiduciary duty as a director.

Shareholder/Stockholder Approval of Merger

Minnesota law provides that a resolution containing a plan of merger
or exchange must be approved by the affirmative vote of a majority
of the directors present at a meeting and submitted to the
shareholders and approved by the affirmative vote of the holders of a
majority of the voting power of all shares entitled to vote. Unlike
Delaware law, Minnesota law requires that any class of shares of a
Minnesota corporation must be given the right to approve the plan if
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In order to effect a merger under Delaware law, a corporation s
board of directors must approve and adopt an agreement of merger
and recommend it to the stockholders. The agreement must be
adopted by holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of the
corporation entitled to vote thereon unless the certificate of
incorporation requires a greater vote.
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it contains a provision which, if contained in a proposed amendment
to the corporation s articles of incorporation, would entitle such a
class to vote as a class.

109

Table of Contents 204



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

Business Combinations, Control Share Acquisitions and Anti-Takeover Provisions

Minnesota law prohibits certain business combinations (as defined in
the Minnesota Business Corporations Act) between a Minnesota
corporation with at least 100 shareholders, or a publicly held
corporation that has at least 50 shareholders, and an interested
shareholder for a four-year period following the share acquisition
date by the interested shareholder, unless certain conditions are
satisfied or an exemption is found. An interested shareholder is
generally defined to include a person who beneficially owns at least
10% of the votes that all shareholders would be entitled to cast in an
election of directors of the corporation. Minnesota law also limits the
ability of a shareholder who acquires beneficial ownership of more
than certain thresholds of the percentage voting power of a
Minnesota corporation (starting at 20%) from voting those shares in
excess of the threshold unless such acquisition has been approved in
advance by a majority of the voting power held by shareholders
unaffiliated with such shareholder. However, as permitted by
Minnesota law, the UnitedHealth Group bylaws provide that this
statutory provision shall not apply to UnitedHealth Group. Minnesota
law also includes a provision restricting certain control share
acquisitions of Minnesota corporations. However, as permitted by
Minnesota law, the UnitedHealth Group articles provide that this
statutory provision shall not apply to UnitedHealth Group.

Minnesota law prohibits certain business combinations (as defined in
the Minnesota Business Corporations Act) between a Minnesota
corporation with at least 100 shareholders, or a publicly held
corporation that has at least 50 shareholders, and an interested
shareholder for a four-year period following the share acquisition
date by the interested shareholder, unless certain conditions are
satisfied or an exemption is found. An interested shareholder is
generally defined to include a person who beneficially owns at least
10% of the votes that all shareholders would be entitled to cast in an
election of directors of the corporation. Minnesota law also limits the
ability of a shareholder who acquires beneficial ownership of more
than certain thresholds of the percentage voting power of a
Minnesota corporation (starting at 20%) from voting those shares in
excess of the threshold unless such acquisition has been approved in
advance by a majority of the voting power held by shareholders
unaffiliated with such shareholder. However, as
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Delaware law prohibits, in certain circumstances, a business
combination between the corporation and an interested stockholder
within three years of the stockholder becoming an interested
stockholder. An interested stockholder is a holder who, directly or
indirectly, controls 15% or more of the outstanding voting stock or

is an affiliate of the corporation and was the owner of 15% or more

of the outstanding voting stock at any time within the prior

three-year period. A business combination includes a merger

or consolidation, a sale or other disposition of assets having an
aggregate market value equal to 10% or more of the consolidated
assets of the corporation or the aggregate market value of the
outstanding stock of the corporation and certain transactions that
would increase the interested stockholder s proportionate share
ownership in the corporation. This provision does not apply where:

either the business combination or the transaction which
resulted in the stockholder becoming an interested stockholder is
approved by the corporation s board of directors prior to the date the
interested stockholder acquired such 15% interest;

upon the completion of the transaction which resulted in the
stockholder becoming an interested stockholder, the interested
stockholder owned at least 85% of the outstanding voting stock of
the corporation excluding for the purposes of determining the
number of shares outstanding shares held by persons who are
directors and also officers and by employee stock plans in which
participants do not have the right to determine confidentially
whether the shares held subject to the plan will be tendered;

the business combination is approved by a majority of the board
of directors and the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the
outstanding votes entitled to be cast by disinterested stockholders at
an annual or special meeting;

the corporation does not have a class of voting stock that is
listed on a national securities exchange, authorized for quotation on
an inter-dealer quotation system of a registered national securities
association, or
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permitted by Minnesota law, the UnitedHealth Group bylaws provide
that this statutory provision shall not apply to UnitedHealth Group.
Minnesota law also includes a provision restricting certain control
share acquisitions of Minnesota corporations. However, as permitted
by Minnesota law, the UnitedHealth Group articles provide that this
statutory provision shall not apply to UnitedHealth Group.

The UnitedHealth Group articles require the affirmative vote of at
least 66 %/3% of the outstanding shares of UnitedHealth Group voting
stock in order to effect certain business combinations, including a
merger, consolidation, exchange of shares, sale of all or substantially
all of the assets of UnitedHealth Group or other similar transactions,
with a person who, together with its affiliates, owns 20% or more of
the outstanding voting stock of UnitedHealth Group, referred to as a
Related Person. However, the 66 %/3% voting requirement will not be
applicable if 66 %/3% of the continuing directors approve the business
combination, the business combination is solely between
UnitedHealth Group and a wholly owned subsidiary, or the cash or
fair market value of the property, securities or other consideration to
be received per share by holders of UnitedHealth Group common
stock other than the Related Person is not less than the highest per
share price paid by the Related Person in acquiring any of its
holdings of UnitedHealth Group common stock.

Minnesota law provides that during any tender offer, a publicly held
corporation may not enter into or amend an agreement (whether or
not subject to contingencies) that increases the current or future
compensation of any officer or director. In addition, under Minnesota
law, a publicly held corporation is prohibited from purchasing any
voting shares owned for less than two years from a 5% shareholder
for more than the market value unless the transaction has been
approved by the affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the
voting power of all shares entitled to vote or unless the corporation
makes a comparable offer to all holders of shares of the class or
series of stock held by the 5% shareholder and to all holders of any
class or series into which such securities may be converted.
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held of record by more than 2,000 stockholders unless any of the
foregoing results from action taken, directly or indirectly, by an
interested stockholder or from a transaction in which a person
becomes an interested stockholder;

the stockholder acquires a 15% interest inadvertently and
divests itself of such ownership and would not have been a 15%
stockholder in the preceding 3 years but for the inadvertent
acquisition of ownership;

the stockholder acquired the 15% interest when these
restrictions did not apply; or which participants do not have the
right to determine confidentially whether the shares held subject to
the plan will be tendered;

the business combination is approved by a majority of the board
of directors and the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the
outstanding votes entitled to be cast by disinterested stockholders at
an annual or special meeting;

the corporation does not have a class of voting stock that is
listed on a national securities exchange, authorized for quotation on
an inter-dealer quotation system of a registered national securities
association, or held of record by more than 2,000 stockholders
unless any of the foregoing results from action taken, directly or
indirectly, by an interested stockholder or from a transaction in
which a person becomes an interested stockholder;

the stockholder acquires a 15% interest inadvertently and
divests itself of such ownership and would not have been a 15%
stockholder in the preceding 3 years but for the inadvertent
acquisition of ownership;

the stockholder acquired the 15% interest when these
restrictions did not apply; or

the corporation has opted out of this provision. Oxford has not
expressly opted out of this provision in its certificate of
incorporation.
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It should be noted that in addition to the anti-takeover measures In addition, Oxford s certificate of incorporation requires the
discussed above, the provisions of the UnitedHealth Group articles affirmative vote of 80% of its outstanding voting stock in the event
and bylaws (i) providing for a staggered board of directors, of certain business combinations with interested persons, as such
(i) requiring a vote of 66 %/3% of the outstanding voting stock to terms are defined in, and subject to the provisions and exceptions
amend certain provisions of the UnitedHealth Group articles set forth in, its certificate of incorporation

concerning the election and removal of directors and concerning
certain business combinations and (iii) requiring the request of
holders of at least 25% of the outstanding shares in order for
shareholders to call a special meeting of shareholders involving a
business combination or any change in the composition of the board
of directors as a result of such business combination and (iv)
providing for the issuance of preferred stock in one or more series,
with the powers, rights and preferences of such stock determined
solely by the board of directors, may make it more difficult to effect
a change in control of UnitedHealth Group and may discourage or
deter a third party from attempting a takeover.

Preemptive Rights
A preemptive right allows a shareholder to maintain its proportionate Unless the certificate of incorporation provides otherwise, under
share of ownership of a corporation by permitting such shareholder Delaware law, stockholders of a corporation have no preemptive
the right to purchase a proportionate share of any new stock issuance rights. Oxford s certificate of incorporation does not provide for
and thereby protecting the shareholder from dilution of value and preemptive rights.

control upon new stock issuances.

Minnesota law provides that all shareholders are entitled to
preemptive rights unless the articles of incorporation specifically
deny or limit preemptive rights. UnitedHealth Group s articles of
incorporation provide that the shareholders have no preemptive rights
to purchase securities of any class, kind or series.

Advance Notice Requirements of Shareholder/Stockholder Proposals

UnitedHealth Group s bylaws provide that for a shareholder proposal Oxford s bylaws provide that for a stockholder proposal, including a
to be properly made by a shareholder at a regular meeting, the proposal for a nomination of a director, to be properly made by a
shareholder must give written notice of the proposal. UnitedHealth stockholder at an annual meeting, the stockholder must have given
Group s bylaws also provide that for a nomination of a director to be timely notice in writing. To be timely, a stockholder s notice must
properly made by a shareholder at a regular meeting, the shareholder be delivered or mailed to and received at the principal executive
must give written notice of the nomination. In both cases, offices of Oxford at least 75 days in advance of the first anniversary
UnitedHealth Group must receive the relevant notice at least 120 of the date on which Oxford s proxy statement was released to

days before the anniversary of the date of the proxy statement from stockholders in connection with the previous year s annual meeting.
the previous year s regular meeting. However, in the event that Oxford gives less than 90 days notice of

the annual stockholders meeting, then notice of a stockholder
proposal must be received by Oxford within 15 days following
Oxford s notice of the meeting.
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Inspection of Corporate Documents

Under the UnitedHealth Group bylaws, UnitedHealth Group s board
of directors is required to keep at UnitedHealth Group s principal
executive office, or, if its principal executive office is not in
Minnesota, shall make available at its registered office within ten
days after receipt by an officer of the corporation of a written
demand for them made by a shareholder or other person authorized
by Minnesota Statutes Section 302A.461, originals or copies of:

(1) records of all proceedings of shareholders for the last three years;

(2) records of all proceedings of the board for the last three years;
(3) its articles and all amendments currently in effect;

(4) its bylaws and all amendments currently in effect;

(5) financial statements required by Minnesota Statutes, Section
302A.463, and the financial statement for the most recent interim
period prepared in the course of the operation of the corporation for
distribution to the shareholders or to a governmental agency as a
matter of public record;

(6) reports made to shareholders generally within the last three years;

(7) a statement of the names and usual business addresses of its
directors and principal officers;

(8) voting trust agreements described in Section 302A.453; and

(9) shareholder control agreements described in Section 302A.457.

Under Delaware law, a stockholder s right to inspect the corporate
books is fixed by statute. Section 220(b) of the Delaware General
Corporation Law provides that [a]ny stockholder, in person or by
attorney or other agent, shall, upon written demand under oath
stating the purpose thereof, have the right during the usual hours for
business to inspect for any proper purpose the corporation s stock
ledger, a list of its stockholders, and its other books and records,
and to make copies or extracts therefrom. A proper purpose shall
mean a purpose reasonably related to such person s interest as a
stockholder. The Oxford bylaws do not modify the Delaware
provisions.

Classes of Stock

UnitedHealth Group is authorized by its articles of incorporation to
issue 10,000,000 shares of preferred stock, par value $.001 per share.
There are no shares of preferred stock issued or outstanding. In
addition, the UnitedHealth Group board is authorized to issue
preferred stock in one or more series and to fix the voting rights,
liquidation preferences, dividend rights, conversion rights,
redemption rights and terms, including sinking fund provisions and
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Oxford is authorized by its certificate of incorporation to issue an
aggregate of 400,000,000 shares of common stock, par value $.01
per share, divisible into classes. In addition, Oxford is authorized to
issue 2,000,000 shares of preferred stock, par value $.01, which
shall not be convertible into common stock, but will have such
other rights, voting powers, restrictions, and limitations as to
dividends as Oxford s board of directors may later determine.
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DESCRIPTION OF UNITEDHEALTH GROUP CAPITAL STOCK

The following description of the capital stock of UnitedHealth Group does not purport to be complete, and is subject, in all respects, to
applicable Minnesota law and to the provisions of the UnitedHealth Group articles of incorporation. The following description is qualified by
reference to the UnitedHealth Group articles of incorporation.

UnitedHealth Group Common Stock

UnitedHealth Group is authorized by the UnitedHealth Group articles of incorporation to issue 1,500,000,000 shares of common stock, par value
$.01 per share, of which shares were issued and outstanding as of June 11, 2004 and which were held of record by approximately
shareholders.

Holders of shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock are entitled to one vote per share on all matters to be voted on by shareholders.
UnitedHealth Group shareholders are not entitled to cumulate their votes in the election of directors. The holders of UnitedHealth Group
common stock are entitled to receive such dividends, if any, as may be declared by the UnitedHealth Group board of directors in its discretion
out of funds legally available therefor. Subject to the rights of any preferred stock outstanding, upon liquidation or dissolution of UnitedHealth
Group, the holders of UnitedHealth Group common stock are entitled to receive on a pro rata basis all assets remaining for distribution to
shareholders. Shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock do not have preemptive or other subscription or conversion rights and are not subject
to any redemption or sinking fund provisions. All of the outstanding shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock are, and the shares of
UnitedHealth Group common stock to be issued as described in this proxy statement/prospectus will be, fully paid and nonassessable.

UnitedHealth Group Preferred Stock

UnitedHealth Group is authorized by the UnitedHealth Group articles of incorporation to issue 10,000,000 shares of preferred stock, par value
$.001 per share. There are no shares of preferred stock issued or outstanding. The UnitedHealth Group board is authorized to issue preferred
stock in one or more series and to fix the voting rights, liquidation preferences, dividend rights, conversion rights, redemption rights and terms,
including sinking fund provisions and certain other rights and preferences, of the preferred stock. The UnitedHealth Group board of directors
can, without shareholder approval, issue shares of such preferred stock with voting and conversion rights that could adversely affect the voting
power of the holders of UnitedHealth Group common stock and may have the effect of delaying, deferring or preventing a change in control of
UnitedHealth Group.

Special Voting Rights

UnitedHealth Group shareholders are entitled to certain supermajority voting rights as described above in Comparison of Rights of Shareholders
of UnitedHealth Group and Stockholders of Oxford Board of Directors, Amendments to Bylaws and Articles, and  Business Combinations,
Control Share Acquisitions and Anti-Takeover Provisions.
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Board of Directors

The board of directors of UnitedHealth Group is divided into three classes as nearly equal in number as possible. Each class serves three years
with the term of office of one class expiring at the annual meeting each year in successive years. This classification of directors may have the
effect of delaying, deferring or preventing a change in control of UnitedHealth Group.

Transfer Agent and Registrar

The transfer agent and registrar for the UnitedHealth Group common stock is Wells Fargo Bank Minnesota, N.A., Minneapolis, Minnesota.
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EXPERTS

The consolidated financial statements of UnitedHealth Group Incorporated as of and for the years ended December 31, 2003 and 2002 included
in Annex J of this prospectus from the UnitedHealth Group Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2003 have been
audited by Deloitte & Touche LLP, independent registered public accounting firm, as stated in their report (which report expresses an
unqualified opinion and includes explanatory paragraphs relating to (1) the adoption of a new accounting principle and (2) the application of
procedures relating to certain other disclosures and reclassifications of financial statement amounts related to the 2001 consolidated financial
statements that were audited by other auditors who have ceased operations and for which they have expressed no opinion or other form of
assurance other than with respect to such disclosures and reclassifications), and have been so incorporated in reliance upon the report of such
firm given their authority as experts in accounting and auditing.

With respect to the unaudited interim financial information of UnitedHealth Group Incorporated for the periods ended March 31, 2004 and 2003
which is included in Annex I and made part hereof, Deloitte & Touche LLP have applied limited procedures in accordance with the standards of

the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (United States) for a review of such information. However, as stated in their report included in
UnitedHealth Group s Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended March 31, 2004 included in Annex K, they did not audit and they do
not express an opinion on that interim financial information. Accordingly, the degree of reliance on their report on such information should be
restricted in light of the limited nature of the review procedures applied. Deloitte & Touche LLP are not subject to the liability provisions of

Section 11 of the Securities Act for their reports on the unaudited interim financial information because those reports are not reports ora part of
the registration statement prepared or certified by an accountant within the meaning of Sections 7 and 11 of the Securities Act.

On May 15, 2002, UnitedHealth Group s board of directors and Audit Committee ended UnitedHealth Group s engagement with Arthur Andersen
LLP as their independent public accountants, effective May 15, 2002, and engaged Deloitte & Touche LLP, effective May 16, 2002, to serve as
their independent auditors for fiscal year 2002. Arthur Andersen LLP has informed UnitedHealth Group that it will no longer be able to issue
written consents to the inclusion of its reports in UnitedHealth Group s registration statements and has not consented to the incorporation by
reference of its reports on UnitedHealth Group s financial statements for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2001 in this prospectus and
elsewhere in this registration statement. Rule 437a of the Securities Act permits UnitedHealth Group to include these reports on the financial
statements incorporated by reference in this prospectus and elsewhere in the registration statement without the consent of Arthur Andersen LLP.
Because Arthur Andersen LLP has not consented to the incorporation by reference of its reports in this prospectus and elsewhere in the
registration statement, your ability to recover for claims against Arthur Andersen LLP will be limited. In particular, you may not be able to
recover against Arthur Andersen LLP under Section 11 of the Securities Act, for any untrue statements of material fact contained in the financial
statements audited by Arthur Andersen LLP or any omission to state a material fact required to be stated therein.

The consolidated financial statements of Oxford at December 31, 2003 and 2002, and for each of the three years in the period ended December
31, 2003, appearing in Annex D of this proxy statement/prospectus and registration statement have been audited by Ernst & Young LLP,
independent auditors, as set forth in their report thereon appearing elsewhere herein, and are included in reliance upon such report given on the
authority of such firm as experts in accounting and auditing.

With respect to the unaudited condensed consolidated interim financial information for the three-month periods ended March 31, 2004 and
March 31, 2003, appearing in Annex F of this proxy statement/prospectus and registration statement, Ernst & Young have reported that they
have applied limited procedures in accordance with professional standards for a review of such information. However, their separate report,
included in Oxford s Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended March 31, 2004, and included in Annex F of this proxy
statement/prospectus and registration statement, states that they did not audit and they do not express an
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opinion on that interim financial information. Accordingly, the degree of reliance on their report on such information should be restricted

considering the limited nature of the review procedures applied. The independent auditors are not subject to the liability provisions of Section 11

of the Securities Act for their report on the unaudited interim financial information because that report is nota report ora part of the registration
statement prepared or certified by the auditors within the meaning of Sections 7 and 11 of the Securities Act.

LEGAL MATTERS

David J. Lubben, UnitedHealth Group s General Counsel, will pass on the validity of the securities offered in this prospectus for UnitedHealth
Group. Mr. Lubben beneficially owns less than 1% of UnitedHealth Group s common stock. Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP,
special counsel to UnitedHealth Group, and Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, counsel to Oxford, will render opinions to UnitedHealth Group and
Oxford, respectively, on the qualification of the merger as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code.

FUTURE SHAREHOLDER PROPOSALS

UnitedHealth Group s 2003 annual meeting of shareholders took place on May 7, 2003. UnitedHealth Group shareholders wishing to present
proposals to be considered at the 2004 annual meeting of shareholders were required to submit their proposals to UnitedHealth Group in
accordance with all applicable rules and regulations of the SEC and UnitedHealth Group s bylaws by December 10, 2003.

Oxford s 2004 annual meeting of stockholders took place on June 2, 2004. The deadline for the receipt of a proposal to be considered for
inclusion in Oxford s proxy statement for the 2004 annual meeting was January 6, 2004. Oxford will hold an annual meeting in 2005 only if the
merger is not completed. If such annual meeting is held, all stockholder proposals must be received by Oxford on or before December 1, 2004,
in order to be considered for inclusion in Oxford s proxy statement and form of proxy relating to the 2005 annual meeting of Oxford s
stockholders, pursuant to Rule 14a-8 of the Exchange Act. In addition, under Oxford s bylaws, any stockholder proposal for consideration at the
2005 annual meeting of Oxford s stockholders submitted outside the process of Rule 14a-8 of the Exchange Act will be untimely unless it is
received by Oxford at least seventy-five days prior to such meeting and is otherwise in compliance with the requirements set forth in Oxford s
bylaws.

WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION

Oxford and UnitedHealth Group file annual, quarterly, current and special reports, proxy statements and other information with the SEC. You
may read and copy any reports, statements or other information they file at the SEC s public reference room at 450 Fifth Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20549. Please call the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330 for further information on the public reference room. Oxford and
UnitedHealth Group filings with the SEC are also available to the public from commercial document retrieval services and at the Internet
Website maintained by the SEC at http://www.sec.gov. UnitedHealth Group and Oxford filings are also available at the offices of the New York
Stock Exchange. For further information on obtaining copies of their public filings at the New York Stock Exchange, you should call (212)
656-5060.

UnitedHealth Group has filed a registration statement on Form S-4 to register the shares of UnitedHealth Group common stock to be issued to
Oxford stockholders in the merger. This proxy statement/prospectus is a part of the registration statement and constitutes the prospectus of
UnitedHealth Group as well as the proxy statement of Oxford for the special meeting. This proxy statement/prospectus does not contain all the
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SEC. Such additional information may be obtained from the SEC s principal office in

116

Table of Contents 214



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

Washington, D.C. or at the Internet website maintained by the SEC at http://www.sec.gov. Statements contained in this proxy
statement/prospectus as to the contents of any contract or other document referred to herein or therein are not necessarily complete, and in each
instance reference is made to the copy of such contract or other document filed as an exhibit to the registration statement or such other
document, each such statement being qualified in all respects by such reference.

As allowed by SEC rules, this proxy statement/prospectus does not contain all the information you can find in the registration statement on Form
S-4 filed by UnitedHealth Group to register the shares of stock to be issued pursuant to the merger and the exhibits to the registration statement.
The SEC allows UnitedHealth Group and Oxford to incorporate by reference information into this proxy statement/prospectus, which means that
we can disclose important information to you by referring you to other documents filed separately with the SEC. The information incorporated

by reference is deemed to be part of this proxy statement/prospectus, except for any information superseded by information in this proxy
statement/prospectus. This proxy statement/prospectus incorporates by reference the documents set forth below that UnitedHealth Group and
Oxford have previously filed with the SEC. These documents contain important information about the companies and their financial condition

and are attached hereto as Annexes D through Q.

UnitedHealth Group filings with the SEC (all filed under file number 001-110864):

Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003.

Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended March 31, 2004.

Current Reports on Form 8-K dated January 6, 2004, January 12, 2004, February 10, 2004, February 10, 2004, April 27, 2004 and
May 5, 2004.

Oxford filings with the SEC (all filed under file number 001-16437):

Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003.

Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended March 31, 2004.

Current Report on Form 8-K dated February 2, 2004.

You should rely only on the information contained in this proxy statement/prospectus including the Annexes to this proxy
statement/prospectus to vote on the merger. We have not authorized anyone to provide you with information that is different from what
is contained in this proxy statement/prospectus. You should not assume that the information contained in this proxy
statement/prospectus is accurate as of any date other than its date, and neither the mailing of this proxy statement/prospectus to
stockholders nor the issuance of UnitedHealth Group common stock in the merger shall create any implication to the contrary. This
proxy statement/prospectus does not constitute an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy, any securities, or the solicitation of a
proxy, in any jurisdiction to or from any person to whom it is not lawful to make any such offer or solicitation in such jurisdiction.

Table of Contents 215



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

This proxy statement/prospectus does not cover any resales of the UnitedHealth Group common stock offered hereby to be received by
stockholders of Oxford deemed to be affiliates of Oxford or UnitedHealth Group upon the completion of the merger. No person is
authorized to make use of this proxy statement/prospectus in connection with such resales.
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CERTAIN INFORMATION REGARDING UNITEDHEALTH GROUP AND OXFORD

UnitedHealth Group has supplied all the information contained in this proxy statement/prospectus relating to UnitedHealth Group and Oxford
has supplied all such information relating to Oxford. Some of the important business and financial information relating to UnitedHealth Group
and Oxford that you may want to consider in deciding how to vote appears as Annexes to this proxy statement/prospectus.

Oxford s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003 appears as Annex D, and its Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q
for the quarterly period ended March 31, 2004 appears as Annex E.

UnitedHealth Group s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003 appears as Annex H, its selected financial data
under the heading Financial Highlights appears as Annex I, its Management s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of
Operations appears as Annex J, and its Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarterly period ended March 31, 2004 appears as Annex K.

The foregoing Annexes (excluding any documents incorporated by reference therein or exhibits thereto) are a part of this proxy
statement/prospectus and should be carefully reviewed for the information regarding UnitedHealth Group and Oxford contained in those
Annexes. The portions of reports that do not appear in the Annexes, as well as the documents incorporated by reference into, or included as
exhibits to, those reports, are NOT a part of this proxy statement/prospectus.
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ANNEX A

AGREEMENT AND PLAN OF MERGER

DATED AS OF APRIL 26, 2004

BY AND AMONG

UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INCORPORATED,

RUBY ACQUISITION LLC

AND

OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC.
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AGREEMENT AND PLAN OF MERGER

This AGREEMENT AND PLAN OF MERGER (this Agreement ), dated as of April 26, 2004, is by and among UnitedHealth Group
Incorporated, a Minnesota corporation ( Parent ), Ruby Acquisition LLC, a limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of
Delaware and a direct wholly owned subsidiary of Parent ( Merger Sub ), and Oxford Health Plans, Inc., a Delaware corporation (the Company ).

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the respective Boards of Directors of Parent and the Company and the Managing Member of Merger Sub have approved and
declared advisable this Agreement and the merger of the Company with and into Merger Sub (the Merger ), upon the terms and subject to the
conditions set forth in this Agreement;

WHEREAS, for United States Federal income tax purposes, it is intended that the Merger shall qualify as a reorganization within the meaning of
Section 368(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the Code ), and the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder, and that
this Agreement constitutes, and hereby is adopted as, a plan of reorganization;

WHEREAS, Parent, Merger Sub and the Company desire to make certain representations, warranties, covenants and agreements in connection
with the Merger and also to prescribe various conditions to the Merger; and

WHEREAS, concurrently with the execution of this Agreement, Parent and United HealthCare Services, Inc., a Delaware corporation ( Parent
Services ), are entering into (A) an employment agreement in the form attached as Exhibit A-1 hereto with the individual set forth on such Exhibit
A-1 and (B) employment agreements in the form attached as Exhibit A-2 hereto with the individuals set forth on such Exhibit A-2 (such
employment agreements referred to in clauses (A) and (B), collectively, the New Employment Agreements, and such individuals set forth on
Exhibit A-1 and A-2 hereto, the Covered Employees ) in order to provide for the continued service and employment of such persons;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the representations, warranties, covenants and agreements contained in this Agreement, the parties
hereto agree as follows:

ARTICLE I

The Merger

Section 1.01 The Merger. Upon the terms and subject to the conditions set forth in this Agreement and in accordance with the General
Corporation Law (the DGCL ) and the Limited Liability Company Act of the State of Delaware (collectively, Delaware Law ), the Company shall
be merged with and into Merger Sub at the Effective Time. Following the Effective Time, the separate corporate existence of the Company shall
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cease, and Merger Sub shall continue as the surviving entity in the Merger (the Surviving Entity ) and shall succeed to and assume all the rights
and obligations of the Company in accordance with Delaware Law.

Section 1.02 Closing. The closing of the Merger (the Closing ) will take place at 10:00 a.m. on a date to be specified by the parties (the Closing
Date ), which shall be no later than the second business day after satisfaction or waiver of the conditions set forth in Article VII (other than those
conditions that by their terms are to be satisfied at the Closing, but subject to the satisfaction or waiver of those conditions at such time), at the
offices of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, Four Times Square, New York, NY 10036, unless another date or place is agreed to in
writing by the parties hereto.
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Section 1.03 Effective Time. Subject to the provisions of this Agreement, as soon as practicable on the Closing Date, the parties shall file a
certificate of merger (the Certificate of Merger ) executed in accordance with the relevant provisions of Delaware Law and, as soon as
practicable on or after the Closing Date, shall make all other filings or recordings required under Delaware Law. The Merger shall become
effective at such time as the Certificate of Merger is duly filed with the Secretary of State of the State of Delaware, or at such other time as
Parent and the Company shall agree and shall specify in the Certificate of Merger (the time the Merger becomes effective being the Effective
Time ).

Section 1.04 Effects of the Merger. The Merger shall have the effects set forth in Delaware Law.

Section 1.05 Certificate of Formation; Operating Agreement.

(a) The Certificate of Formation of Merger Sub, as in effect immediately prior to the Effective Time, shall be the Certificate of Formation of the
Surviving Entity until thereafter changed or amended as provided therein or by Delaware Law or other applicable Law.

(b) The Operating Agreement of Merger Sub, as in effect immediately prior to the Effective Time, shall be the Operating Agreement of the
Surviving Entity until thereafter changed or amended as provided therein or by applicable Law; provided, however, that the Operating
Agreement of the Surviving Entity shall be amended as necessary to comply with the obligations of the Surviving Entity set forth in Section 6.04
hereof.

Section 1.06 Managers. The managers of Merger Sub immediately prior to the Effective Time shall be the managers of the Surviving Entity
until the earlier of their resignation or removal or until their respective successors are duly designated, as the case may be.

Section 1.07 Officers. The officers of Merger Sub immediately prior to the Effective Time shall be the officers of the Surviving Entity until the
earlier of their resignation or removal or until their respective successors are duly elected and qualified, as the case may be.

ARTICLE 11

Effect of the Merger on the Capital Stock of the Constituent Entities; Exchange of

Certificates; Company Stock Options

Section 2.01 Effect on Capital Stock. As of the Effective Time, by virtue of the Merger and without any action on the part of the holder of any
shares of common stock, par value $0.01 per share, of the Company ( Company Common Stock ) or any membership interests of Merger Sub:
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(a) Membership Interests of Merger Sub. The issued and outstanding membership interests of Merger Sub shall remain outstanding and shall
constitute the only issued and outstanding equity interests of the Surviving Entity.

(b) Cancellation of Treasury Stock. Each share of Company Common Stock that is owned by the Company (as treasury stock or otherwise),
automatically shall be canceled and retired and shall cease to exist, and no shares of Parent Common Stock, cash or other consideration shall be
delivered in exchange therefor.

(¢) Conversion of Company Common Stock. Subject to Section 2.02(e), each issued and outstanding share of Company Common Stock (other
than shares to be canceled in accordance with Section 2.01(b), and other than as provided in Section 2.02(k) with respect to shares as for which
appraisal rights have been perfected) shall be converted into the right to receive:

(1) .6357 (the Exchange Ratio ) validly issued, fully paid and nonassessable shares of common stock, par value $0.01 per share, of Parent ( Parent
Common Stock ) (the Stock Consideration ); and

(ii) $16.17 in cash (the Cash Consideration, and together with the Stock Consideration, the Merger Consideration ).

A-2
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As of the Effective Time, all such shares of Company Common Stock shall no longer be outstanding and shall automatically be canceled and
retired and shall cease to exist, and each holder of a certificate which immediately prior to the Effective Time represented any such shares of
Company Common Stock (each, a Certificate ) shall cease to have any rights with respect thereto, except the right to receive the Merger
Consideration, any dividends or other distributions to which such holder is entitled pursuant to Section 2.02(c) and cash in lieu of any fractional
share of Parent Common Stock to which such holder is entitled pursuant to Section 2.02(e), in each case to be issued or paid in consideration
therefor upon surrender of such Certificate in accordance with Section 2.02(b), without interest. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if between the
date of this Agreement and the Effective Time, the outstanding shares of Parent Common Stock or Company Common Stock shall have been
changed into a different number of shares or a different class, by reason of the occurrence or record date of any stock dividend, subdivision,
reclassification, recapitalization, split, combination, exchange of shares or similar transaction, the Merger Consideration shall be appropriately
adjusted to reflect such stock dividend, subdivision, reclassification, recapitalization, split, combination, exchange of shares or similar
transaction.

Section 2.02 Exchange of Certificates.

(a) Exchange Agent. As of the Effective Time, Parent shall deposit with Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. or such other bank or trust company as may be
designated by Parent, with the Company s prior written consent, which shall not be unreasonably withheld or delayed (the Exchange Agent ), for
exchange in accordance with this Article II, through the Exchange Agent, (i) certificates representing the shares of Parent Common Stock

issuable pursuant to Section 2.01(c) in exchange for outstanding shares of Company Common Stock, (ii) cash sufficient to pay the Cash
Consideration and (iii) from time to time as needed, additional cash sufficient to pay cash in lieu of fractional shares pursuant to Section 2.02(e)
hereof and any dividends and other distributions pursuant to Section 2.02(c) hereof (such shares of Parent Common Stock and Cash

Consideration, together with any dividends or other distributions with respect thereto with a record date after the Effective Time and any cash
payments in lieu of any fractional shares of Parent Common Stock, being hereinafter referred to as the Exchange Fund ).

(b) Exchange Procedures. As promptly as practicable after the Effective Time, Parent shall cause the Exchange Agent to mail to each holder of
record of a Certificate whose shares of Company Common Stock were converted into the right to receive the Merger Consideration pursuant to
Section 2.01(c), (i) a form of letter of transmittal (which shall specify that delivery shall be effected, and risk of loss and title to the Certificates
shall pass, only upon delivery of the Certificates to the Exchange Agent and which shall be in customary form and shall have such other
provisions as Parent may reasonably specify) and (ii) instructions for use in surrendering the Certificates in exchange for certificates
representing the Stock Consideration portion of the Merger Consideration and cash representing the Cash Consideration portion of the Merger
Consideration, any dividends or other distributions to which holders of Certificates are entitled pursuant to Section 2.02(c) and cash in lieu of
any fractional shares of Parent Common Stock to which such holders are entitled pursuant to Section 2.02(e). Upon surrender of a Certificate for
cancellation to the Exchange Agent, together with such letter of transmittal, duly completed and validly executed, and such other documents as
may be reasonably required by the Exchange Agent, the holder of such Certificate shall be entitled to receive in exchange therefor (A) a
certificate representing that number of whole shares of Parent Common Stock that such holder has the right to receive pursuant to the provisions
of this Article II after taking into account all the shares of Company Common Stock then held by such holder under all such Certificates so
surrendered and (B) a check for the cash that such holder is entitled to receive pursuant to the provisions of this Article I, including for the Cash
Consideration portion of the Merger Consideration, any dividends or other distributions to which such holder is entitled pursuant to Section
2.02(c) and cash in lieu of any fractional shares of Parent Common Stock to which such holder is entitled pursuant to Section 2.02(e), and the
Certificate so surrendered shall forthwith be canceled. In the event of a transfer of ownership of shares of Company Common Stock that is not
registered in the transfer records of the Company, (w) a certificate representing the proper number of shares of Parent Common Stock, (x) a
check for the Cash Consideration portion of the Merger Consideration, (y) any dividends or other distributions to which such holder is entitled
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pursuant to Section 2.02(c) and (z) cash in lieu of any fractional shares of Parent Common Stock to which such holder is entitled pursuant to
Section 2.02(e), may be issued to a person other than the person in whose name the Certificate so surrendered is registered, if, upon presentation
to the Exchange Agent, such Certificate shall be properly endorsed or otherwise be in proper form for transfer and the person requesting such
issuance shall pay any transfer or other taxes required by reason of the issuance of shares of Parent Common Stock to a person other than the
registered holder of such Certificate or establish to the reasonable satisfaction of the Exchange Agent that such tax has been paid or is not
applicable. Until surrendered as contemplated by this Section 2.02(b), each Certificate shall be deemed at any time after the Effective Time to
represent only the right to receive upon such surrender the Merger Consideration, any dividends or other distributions to which the holder of
such Certificate is entitled pursuant to Section 2.02(c) and cash in lieu of any fractional share of Parent Common Stock to which such holder is
entitled pursuant to Section 2.02(e). No interest will be paid or will accrue on the Merger Consideration or on any cash payable to holders of
Certificates pursuant to Section 2.02(c) or (e).

(c) Distributions with Respect to Unexchanged Shares. No dividends or other distributions with respect to Parent Common Stock with a record
date after the Effective Time shall be paid to the holder of any unsurrendered Certificate with respect to the share of Parent Common Stock that
the holder thereof has the right to receive upon the surrender thereof, and no cash payment in lieu of any fractional shares of Parent Common
Stock shall be paid to any such holder pursuant to Section 2.02(e), in each case until the holder of such Certificate shall surrender such
Certificate in accordance with this Article II. Following surrender of any Certificate, there shall be paid to the holder thereof (i) at the time of
such surrender, the amount of cash payable in lieu of any fractional share of Parent Common Stock to which such holder is entitled pursuant to
Section 2.02(e) and the amount of dividends or other distributions payable with respect to such whole shares of Parent Common Stock with a
record date after the Effective Time and paid with respect to Parent Common Stock prior to such surrender and (ii) at the appropriate payment
date, the amount of dividends or other distributions with a record date after the Effective Time but prior to such surrender and a payment date
subsequent to such surrender payable with respect to such whole shares of Parent Common Stock.

(d) No Further Ownership Rights in Company Common Stock. All shares of Parent Common Stock issued and cash paid upon the surrender for
exchange of Certificates in accordance with the terms of this Article II (including any dividends or other distributions paid pursuant to Section
2.02(c) and cash paid in lieu of any fractional shares pursuant to Section 2.02(e)) shall be deemed to have been issued (and paid) in full
satisfaction of all rights pertaining to the shares of Company Common Stock previously represented by such Certificates, and at the close of
business on the day on which the Effective Time occurs, the stock transfer books of the Company shall be closed and there shall be no further
registration of transfers on the stock transfer books of the Surviving Entity of the shares of Company Common Stock that were outstanding
immediately prior to the Effective Time. Subject to the last sentence of Section 2.02(f), if, at any time after the Effective Time, Certificates are
presented to the Surviving Entity or the Exchange Agent for any reason, they shall be canceled and exchanged as provided in this Article II.

(e) No Fractional Shares.

(1) No certificates or scrip representing fractional shares of Parent Common Stock shall be issued upon the surrender for exchange of
Certificates, no dividends or other distributions of Parent shall relate to such fractional share interests and such fractional share interests will not
entitle the owner thereof to vote or to any rights of a stockholder of Parent.

(ii) In lieu of such fractional share interests, Parent shall pay to each former holder of shares of Company Common Stock an amount in cash
equal to the product obtained by multiplying (A) the fractional share interest to which such former holder (after taking into account all shares of
Company Common Stock held at the Effective Time by such holder) would otherwise be entitled by (B) the per share closing price of Parent
Common Stock on the Closing Date (or, if such date is not a trading day, the trading day immediately preceding the Closing Date) on the New
York Stock Exchange, Inc. (the NYSE ) Composite Transactions Tape (or, if not reported thereby, as reported by any other

A4

Table of Contents 231



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

authoritative source). As promptly as practicable after the determination of the amount of cash, if any, to be paid to holders of fractional
interests, the Exchange Agent shall so notify Parent and Parent shall cause the Surviving Entity to deposit such amount with the Exchange Agent
and shall cause the Exchange Agent to forward payments to such holders of fractional interests subject to and in accordance with the terms
hereof.

(f) Termination of Exchange Fund. Any portion of the Exchange Fund that remains undistributed to the holders of the Certificates for nine
months after the Effective Time shall be delivered to Parent, upon demand, and any holders of Certificates who have not theretofore complied
with this Article II shall thereafter look only to Parent for payment of their claim for the Merger Consideration, any dividends or other
distributions with respect to shares of Parent Common Stock and cash in lieu of any fractional shares of Parent Common Stock in accordance
with this Article II. If any Certificate shall not have been surrendered immediately prior to the date on which any Merger Consideration (and all
dividends or other distributions payable pursuant to Section 2.02(c) and all cash payable in lieu of fractional shares pursuant to Section 2.02(e))
would otherwise escheat to or become the property of any Governmental Authority (as defined below), any such Merger Consideration (and all
dividends or other distributions payable pursuant to Section 2.02(c) and all cash payable in lieu of fractional shares pursuant to Section 2.02(e))
in respect thereof shall, to the extent permitted by applicable Law, become the property of Parent, free and clear of all claims or interest of any
person previously entitled thereto.

(g) No Liability. None of Parent, Merger Sub, the Company or the Exchange Agent shall be liable to any person in respect of any shares of
Parent Common Stock (or dividends or other distributions with respect thereto) or cash in lieu of any fractional shares of Parent Common Stock
or cash from the Exchange Fund, in each case delivered to a public official pursuant to any applicable abandoned property, escheat or similar
Law.

(h) Investment of Exchange Fund. The Exchange Agent shall invest any cash included in the Exchange Fund, as directed by Parent, on a daily
basis. Any interest and other income resulting from such investments shall be the property of, and shall be paid to, Parent. Any losses resulting
from such investments shall not in any way diminish Parent s and Merger Sub s obligation to pay the full amount of the Merger Consideration.

(1) Lost Certificates. If any Certificate shall have been lost, stolen or destroyed, upon the making of an affidavit of that fact by the person
claiming such Certificate to be lost, stolen or destroyed and, if required by Parent, the posting by such person of a bond in such reasonable
amount as Parent may direct as indemnity against any claim that may be made against it with respect to such Certificate, the Exchange Agent
will issue in exchange for such lost, stolen or destroyed Certificate the Merger Consideration, any dividends or other distributions to which the
holder of such Certificate would be entitled pursuant to Section 2.02(c) and cash in lieu of any fractional share of Parent Common Stock to
which such holder would be entitled pursuant to Section 2.02(e), in each case in accordance with the terms of this Agreement.

(j) Withholding Rights. The Exchange Agent shall be entitled to deduct and withhold from the consideration otherwise payable to any holder of
shares of Company Common Stock pursuant to this Agreement such amounts as may be required to be deducted and withheld with respect to the
making of such payment under the Code and the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder, or under any provision of state or foreign tax
Law. To the extent that amounts are so withheld and paid over to the appropriate taxing authority, such withheld amounts shall be treated for the
purposes of this Agreement as having been paid to the former holder of the shares of Company Common Stock. Any such withholding shall be
applied first against the Cash Consideration to the full extent thereof and then against the Stock Consideration. If withholding is required from
shares of Parent Common Stock, the Exchange Agent shall sell in the open market such shares of Parent Common Stock on behalf of the former
holder of Company Common Stock as is necessary to satisfy such withholding obligation and shall pay such cash proceeds to the appropriate
taxing authority.

(k) Dissenting Shares. Notwithstanding Section 2.01(c), any shares of Company Common Stock outstanding immediately prior to the Effective
Time and held by a person who has not voted in favor of the
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Merger or consented thereto in writing and who has demanded appraisal for such shares in accordance with Delaware Law (the Dissenting
Shares ) shall not be converted into a right to receive the Merger Consideration, unless such holder fails to perfect or withdraws or otherwise
loses its rights to appraisal or it is determined that such holder does not have appraisal rights in accordance with Delaware Law. If, after the
Effective Time, such holder fails to perfect or withdraws or loses its right to appraisal, or if it is determined that such holder does not have
appraisal rights, such shares shall be treated as if they had been converted as of the Effective Time into the right to receive the Merger
Consideration. The Company shall give Parent and Merger Sub prompt notice of any demands received by the Company for appraisal of shares,
and Parent and Merger Sub shall have the right to participate in all negotiations and proceedings with respect to such demands except as required
by applicable Law. The Company shall not, except with prior written consent of Parent, make any payment with respect to, or settle or offer to
settle, any such demands, unless and to the extent required to do so under applicable Law.

Section 2.03 Company Equity Awards.

(a) All stock options (the Company Stock Options ), restricted stock units ( Company RSUs ) and deferred stock units ( Company DSUs and,
collectively, with Company Stock Options and Company RSUs, Company Equity Awards ) outstanding, whether or not exercisable and whether
or not vested, at the Effective Time granted under the Company s 1991 Stock Option Plan, 1997 Independent Contractors Stock Option Plan,
2002 Equity Incentive Compensation Plan, 2002 Non-Employee Director Stock Option Plan, Non-Employee Directors Stock Option Plan and
the Deferred Compensation Plan (collectively, the Company Stock Plans ), shall remain outstanding following the Effective Time. The definition
of Company Stock Options shall also include stock options granted pursuant to the stock option agreements identified in Section 3.12(a) of the
Company Disclosure Letter. At the Effective Time, all of the Company Equity Awards shall, by virtue of the Merger and without any further
action on the part of the Company or the holder thereof, be assumed in full by Parent, which shall have assumed the Company Stock Plans as of
the Effective Time by virtue of this Agreement and without any further action by Parent. From and after the Effective Time, all references to the
Company in the Company Stock Plans and in any agreement granting Company Equity Awards shall be deemed to refer to Parent. Each
Company Stock Option assumed by Parent (each, a Substitute Stock Option ) shall be converted automatically into options to purchase shares of
Parent Common Stock upon the same terms and conditions as are in effect immediately prior to the Effective Time with respect to such
Company Stock Option, except that (i) each such Substitute Stock Option shall represent the right to acquire, that whole number of shares of
Parent Common Stock (rounded down to the next whole share) equal to the number of shares of Company Common Stock subject to such
Company Stock Option multiplied by the Option Exchange Ratio and (ii) the option price per share of Parent Common Stock under each
Substitute Stock Option shall be an amount equal to the option price per share of Company Common Stock subject to the related Company
Stock Option in effect immediately prior to the Effective Time divided by the Option Exchange Ratio (the option price per share, as so
determined, being rounded up to the next full cent). Each Substitute Stock Option shall otherwise have the same terms and conditions (including
with respect to vesting, exercisability and cashless exercise), as such Company Stock Option. For purposes of this Agreement, the Option
Exchange Ratio shall be the sum of (x) plus (y), where (x) is the Exchange Ratio and (y) is the number equal to the quotient of the Cash
Consideration divided by the Parent Trading Price. The Parent Trading Price means the average of the per share closing trading prices of Parent
Common Stock on the NYSE Composite Transactions Tape (or, if not reported thereby, as reported by any other authoritative source), for the
ten trading days ending on the trading day immediately prior to the Closing Date. Each Company RSU assumed by Parent (each, a Substitute
RSU ) and each Company DSU assumed by Parent (each a Substitute DSU and, collectively, with Substitute Stock Options and Substitute RSUs,
Substitute Equity Awards ) shall be converted automatically into the right to acquire or receive (as the case may be) shares of Parent Common
Stock upon the same terms and conditions as are in effect immediately prior to the Effective Time with respect to such Company RSU or
Company DSU, except that each such Substitute RSU or Substitute DSU shall represent the right to acquire or receive that whole number of
shares of Parent Common Stock (rounded down to the next whole share)
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equal to the number of shares of Company Common Stock subject to such Company RSU or Company DSU multiplied by the Option Exchange
Ratio. Each Substitute RSU or Substitute DSU shall otherwise have the same terms and conditions (including with respect to vesting), as such
Company RSU or Company DSU.

(b) As soon as reasonably practicable after the Effective Time, Parent shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, to each holder of a Substitute
Equity Award a notice setting forth such holder s rights pursuant thereto. Except as provided herein, Parent shall comply with the terms of all
such Substitute Equity Awards and ensure that the conversion and assumption provided in this Section 2.03 with respect to any Company Stock
Option that qualifies as an incentive stock option (as defined in section 422 of the Code) shall be effected in a manner consistent with the
requirements of section 424(a) of the Code. Parent shall take all actions with respect to the Company Stock Plans, and the Company Equity
Awards that are necessary to implement the provisions of this Section 2.03, including all corporate action necessary to reserve for issuance a
sufficient number of shares of Parent Common Stock for delivery upon exercise of Substitute Equity Awards pursuant to the terms set forth in
this Section 2.03. As soon as reasonably practicable after the Effective Time, Parent shall register the shares of Parent Common Stock subject to
Substitute Equity Awards by filing a registration statement on Form S-8 (or any successor form) or another appropriate form, with the United
States Securities and Exchange Commission (the SEC ) and Parent shall use commercially reasonable efforts to maintain the effectiveness of
such registration statement or registration statements with respect thereto for so long as Substitute Equity Awards remain outstanding.

(c) Parent and the Company agree that, in order to most effectively compensate and retain Company Insiders in connection with the Merger,

both prior to and after the Effective Time, it is desirable that Company Insiders not be subject to a risk of liability under Section 16(b) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, and the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder (the Exchange Act ), to the fullest extent
permitted by applicable Law in connection with the conversion of shares of Company Common Stock and Company Equity Awards into shares

of Parent Common Stock and Substitute Equity Awards in the Merger, and for that compensatory and retentive purpose agree to the provisions

of this Section 2.03(d). The Board of Directors of the Company (the Company Board ), or a committee of Non-Employee Directors (as such term
is defined for purposes of Rule 16b-3(d) under the Exchange Act) thereof, shall adopt a resolution providing that the disposition by Company
Insiders of Company Common Stock in exchange for shares of Parent Common Stock and Company Equity Awards upon conversion into
Substitute Equity Awards, in each case pursuant to the transactions contemplated by this Agreement, are intended to be exempt from liability
pursuant to Section 16(b) under the Exchange Act. Company Insiders shall mean those officers and directors of Company who are subject to the
reporting requirements of Section 16(a) of the Exchange Act. Actions described in this Section 2.03(c) shall be taken in accordance with the
interpretative letter, dated January 12, 1999, issued by the SEC to Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP.

(d) Except as set forth in Section 2.03(d) of the Company Disclosure Letter, since January 1, 2003, the Company, including the Company Board
and any committee acting on behalf of the Company Board, has not, and will not hereafter, except for the Company Stockholder Approval and
the Merger, take any action to accelerate the vesting or exercisability, or otherwise amend, modify or change the terms, of any Company Equity
Award or other equity or equity-based awards.

ARTICLE III

Representations and Warranties of the Company

Except as set forth in the disclosure letter (with specific reference to the Section or Subsection of this Agreement to which the information stated
in such disclosure relates; provided that any fact or condition disclosed in any section of such disclosure letter in such a way as to make its
relevance to a representation or representations made elsewhere in this Agreement or information called for by another section of such disclosure
letter reasonably apparent shall be deemed to be an exception to such representation or representations or to be disclosed on such other section of
such disclosure letter notwithstanding the omission of a reference or cross
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reference thereto) delivered by the Company to Parent prior to the execution of this Agreement (the Company Disclosure Letter ), the Company
represents and warrants to Parent and Merger Sub as follows:

Section 3.01 Organization, Standing and Corporate Power. The Company and each of its Subsidiaries is an entity duly organized, validly
existing and in good standing under the Laws of the jurisdiction in which it is formed and has all requisite power and authority to carry on its
business as now being conducted. The Company and each of its Subsidiaries is duly qualified or licensed to do business and is in good standing
in each jurisdiction in which the nature of its business or the ownership, leasing or operation of its properties makes such qualification or
licensing necessary, other than in such jurisdictions where the failure to be so qualified or licensed individually or in the aggregate has not
resulted in, and would not reasonably be expected to result in, material direct or indirect costs or liabilities to the Company and its Subsidiaries,
taken as a whole. The Company has made available to Parent complete and correct copies of its Certificate of Incorporation (the Company
Certificate ) and By-laws (the Company By-laws ) and the certificate of incorporation and by-laws (or comparable organizational documents) of
each of its Subsidiaries, in each case as amended to the date of this Agreement. The Company has made available to Parent and its
representatives correct and complete copies of the minutes of all meetings of stockholders, the Company Board and each committee of the
Company Board and the board of directors of each of its Subsidiaries held since December 31, 2000.

Section 3.02 Subsidiaries. Section 3.02 of the Company Disclosure Letter lists all the Subsidiaries of the Company and, for each such

Subsidiary, the state of formation and each jurisdiction in which such Subsidiary is qualified or licensed to do business. All the outstanding

shares of capital stock of, or other equity interests in, each such Subsidiary have been validly issued and are fully paid and nonassessable and are
owned directly or indirectly by the Company free and clear of all pledges, claims, liens, charges, encumbrances or security interests of any kind

or nature whatsoever (collectively, Liens ), and free of any restriction on the right to vote, sell or otherwise dispose of such capital stock or other
equity interests. Except for the capital stock or other equity or voting interests of its Subsidiaries and publicly traded securities held for

investment which do not exceed 5% of the outstanding securities of any entity, the Company does not own, directly or indirectly, any capital

stock or other equity or voting interests in any person.

Section 3.03 Capital Structure.

(a) The authorized capital stock of the Company consists of 400,000,000 shares of Company Common Stock and 2,000,000 shares of preferred
stock, par value $0.01 per share ( Company Preferred Stock ). At the close of business on April 23, 2004, (i) 106,865,785 shares of Company
Common Stock were issued and 81,522,679 shares of Company Common Stock were outstanding, (ii) 25,343,106 shares of Company Common
Stock were held by the Company in its treasury, (iii) 17,768,514 shares of Company Common Stock were reserved for issuance pursuant to the
Company Stock Plans (of which 8,849,293 shares of Company Common Stock were subject to outstanding Company Stock Options, 344,301
shares of Company Common Stock were subject to outstanding Company RSUs and no shares of Company Common Stock were subject to
outstanding Company DSUs) and (iv) no shares of Company Preferred Stock were issued or outstanding.

(b) The Company has delivered to Parent a correct and complete list, as of April 23, 2004, of all outstanding Company Stock Options, Company
RSUs, Company DSUs and other rights to purchase or receive shares of Company Common Stock granted under the Company Stock Plans or
otherwise, the number of shares of Company Common Stock subject thereto, whether or not a stock option is an incentive stock option,
expiration dates and exercise prices thereof, in each case broken down as to each plan, agreement or other arrangement and as to each individual
holder. Except as set forth above in this Section 3.03, at the close of business on April 23, 2004, no shares of capital stock or other voting
securities of the Company were issued, reserved for issuance or outstanding. Except as set forth above in this Section 3.03, there are no
outstanding stock appreciation rights, rights to receive shares of Company Common Stock on a deferred basis or other rights that are linked to
the value of Company Common Stock granted under the Company Stock Plans or otherwise. All outstanding shares of capital stock of the
Company are, and all
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shares which may be issued pursuant to the Company Stock Plans will be, when issued in accordance with the terms thereof, duly authorized,
validly issued, fully paid and nonassessable and not subject to preemptive rights.

(c) Except as set forth above in this Section 3.03, there are no bonds, debentures, notes or other indebtedness of the Company having the right to
vote (or convertible into, or exchangeable for, securities having the right to vote) on any matters on which stockholders of the Company may
vote. Except as set forth above in this Section 3.03, (i) there are not issued, reserved for issuance or outstanding (A) any securities of the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries convertible into or exchangeable or exercisable for shares of capital stock or voting securities of the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries or (B) any warrants, calls, options or other rights to acquire from the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, or
any obligation of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries to issue, any capital stock, voting securities or securities convertible into or
exchangeable or exercisable for capital stock or voting securities of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries and (ii) there are not any outstanding
obligations of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries to repurchase, redeem or otherwise acquire any such securities or to issue, deliver or sell,
or cause to be issued, delivered or sold, any such securities. Neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries is a party to any voting agreement
with respect to the voting of any such securities.

Section 3.04 Authority; Noncontravention.

(a) The Company has all requisite corporate power and authority to enter into this Agreement and, subject to the adoption of this Agreement and
the Merger by the affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of Company Common Stock (the Company Stockholder
Approval ), to consummate the Merger and the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement. The execution and delivery of this Agreement
by the Company and the consummation by the Company of the Merger and the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement have been
duly authorized by all necessary corporate action on the part of the Company, and no other corporate proceedings on the part of the Company

are necessary to authorize this Agreement or to consummate the transactions contemplated hereby, subject, in the case of the Merger, to receipt

of the Company Stockholder Approval. This Agreement has been duly executed and delivered by the Company and, assuming the due
authorization, execution and delivery by each of the other parties hereto, constitutes a legal, valid and binding obligation of the Company,
enforceable against the Company in accordance with its terms (subject to applicable bankruptcy, solvency, fraudulent transfer, reorganization,
moratorium and other Laws affecting creditors rights generally from time to time in effect and by general principles of equity). As of the date
hereof, the Company Board, at a meeting duly called and held at which all the directors of the Company were present in person or by telephone,
duly and unanimously adopted resolutions (i) declaring that this Agreement, the Merger and the other transactions contemplated by this
Agreement are advisable and in the best interests of the Company and the Company s stockholders, (ii) approving and adopting this Agreement,
the Merger and the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement, (iii) directing that the adoption of this Agreement be submitted to a vote

at a meeting of the stockholders of the Company and (iv) recommending that the stockholders of the Company adopt this Agreement. The
Company Board has taken all action necessary to render the provisions of Section 203 of the DGCL inapplicable to this Agreement, the Merger
and the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement. No fair price , merger moratorium , control share acquisition or other anti-takeover or
similar statute or regulation applies or purports to apply to this Agreement, the Merger or the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement.

(b) The execution and delivery of this Agreement do not, and the consummation of the Merger and the other transactions contemplated by this
Agreement and compliance with the provisions of this Agreement will not, conflict with, or result in any violation or breach of, or default (with
or without notice or lapse of time or both) under, or give rise to a right of termination, cancellation or acceleration of any obligation or to the loss
of a benefit under, or result in the creation of any Lien in or upon any of the properties or other assets of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries
under, (i) the Company Certificate or the Company By-laws or the comparable organizational documents of any of its Subsidiaries, (ii) any loan
or credit agreement, bond, debenture, note, mortgage, indenture, lease or other contract, agreement, obligation,
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commitment, arrangement, understanding, instrument, permit or license (each, a Contract ), to which the Company or any of its Subsidiaries is a
party or any of their respective properties or other assets is subject or (iii) subject to the governmental filings and other matters referred to in
Section 3.05, any Law applicable to the Company or any of its Subsidiaries or their respective properties or other assets, other than, in the case

of clauses (ii) and (iii), any such conflicts, violations, breaches, defaults, rights, losses or Liens that individually or in the aggregate (A) have not
had and would not reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse Effect, (B) would not reasonably be expected to impair in any
material respect the ability of the Company to perform its obligations hereunder and (C) would not reasonably be expected to prevent or

materially delay the consummation of any of the transactions contemplated by this Agreement.

(c) For purposes of this Agreement, Company Material Adverse Effect shall mean any change, effect, event, circumstance, occurrence or state of
facts that is materially adverse to the business, financial condition or results of operations of the Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole,
other than any change, effect, event, circumstance, occurrence or state of facts relating to (a) the economy or the financial markets in general, (b)
the industry in which the Company and its Subsidiaries operate in general, (c) the announcement of this Agreement or the transactions
contemplated hereby (provided that the exclusion set forth in this clause (c) shall not apply to Section 3.04(b) hereof), (d) changes in applicable
Laws or regulations after the date hereof or (e) changes in GAAP or regulatory accounting principles after the date hereof; provided that with
respect to clauses (a), (b), (d) and (e), such change, effect, event, circumstance, occurrence or state of facts (i) does not specifically relate to (or
have the effect of specifically relating to) the Company and its Subsidiaries and (ii) is not more adverse to the Company and its Subsidiaries than

to other companies operating in the industry in which the Company and its Subsidiaries operate.

Section 3.05 Governmental Approvals. No consent, approval, order or authorization of, action by or in respect of, or registration, declaration or
filing with, any Federal, state, local or foreign government, any court, administrative, regulatory or other governmental agency, commission or
authority or any non-governmental self-regulatory agency, commission or authority (each, a Governmental Authority ) is required by or with
respect to the Company or any of its Subsidiaries in connection with the execution and delivery of this Agreement by the Company or the
consummation by the Company of the Merger or the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement, except for those required under or in
relation to (a) the premerger notification and report form under the Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act of 1976, as amended (the

HSR Act ), (b) the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder (the Securities Act ), (c) the
Exchange Act, (d) the Certificate of Merger to be filed with the Secretary of State of the State of Delaware and appropriate documents to be filed
with the relevant authorities of other states in which the Company is qualified to do business, () any appropriate filings with and approvals of
the NYSE, (f) the state insurance and department of health filings and/or approvals set forth in Section 3.05(f) of the Company Disclosure
Letter, (g) state securities or blue sky laws and (h) such other consents, approvals, orders, authorizations, registrations, declarations and filings
the failure of which to be obtained or made individually or in the aggregate would not reasonably be expected to (x) have a Company Material
Adverse Effect, (y) impair in any material respect the ability of the Company to perform its obligations hereunder or (z) prevent or materially
delay the consummation of any of the transactions contemplated by this Agreement. The consents, approvals, orders, authorizations,
registrations, declarations and filings set forth in (a) through (g) above or listed in Section 3.05 of the Company Disclosure Letter are referred to
herein as Necessary Consents.

Section 3.06 Company SEC Documents; No Undisclosed Liabilities.

(a) The Company has filed all reports, schedules, forms, statements and other documents (including exhibits and other information incorporated
therein) with the SEC required to be filed by the Company since December 31, 2000 (such documents, the Company SEC Documents ). No
Subsidiary of the Company is required to file, or files, any form, report or other document with the SEC. As of their respective dates, the
Company SEC Documents complied in all material respects with the requirements of the Securities Act, or the Exchange Act, as the case may
be, applicable to such Company SEC Documents, and none of the Company SEC Documents contained any untrue statement of a material fact
or omitted to state a material
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fact required to be stated therein or necessary in order to make the statements therein, in light of the circumstances under which they were made,
not misleading, unless such information contained in any Company SEC Document has been corrected by a later-filed Company SEC
Document. The financial statements of the Company included in the Company SEC Documents comply as to form in all material respects with
applicable accounting requirements and the published rules and regulations of the SEC with respect thereto, have been prepared in accordance
with generally accepted accounting principles ( GAAP ) (except, in the case of unaudited statements, as permitted by Form 10-Q of the SEC)
applied on a consistent basis during the periods involved (except as may be indicated in the notes thereto) and fairly present in all material
respects the financial position of the Company and its consolidated Subsidiaries as of the dates thereof and the consolidated results of their
operations and cash flows for the periods then ended (subject, in the case of unaudited statements, to the absence of footnote disclosure and to
normal and recurring year-end audit adjustments).

(b) Except (i) as set forth in the financial statements included in the Company s Annual Report on Form 10-K filed prior to the date hereof for the
year ended December 31, 2003 or (ii) as incurred in the ordinary course of business since December 31, 2003, neither the Company nor any of

its Subsidiaries has any liabilities or obligations of any nature (whether accrued, absolute, contingent or otherwise) that individually or in the
aggregate have had or would reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse Effect. Section 3.06(b) of the Company Disclosure
Letter sets forth a description of the aggregate indebtedness (including guarantees of indebtedness of any other person) of the Company and its
Subsidiaries outstanding as of the date hereof.

Section 3.07 Information Supplied. None of the information supplied or to be supplied by the Company specifically for inclusion or
incorporation by reference in (a) the registration statement on Form S-4 to be filed with the SEC by Parent in connection with the issuance of
shares of Parent Common Stock in the Merger (as amended or supplemented from time to time, the Form S-4 ) will, at the time the Form S-4 is
filed with the SEC, at any time it is amended or supplemented and at the time it becomes effective under the Securities Act, contain any untrue
statement of a material fact or omit to state any material fact required to be stated therein or necessary to make the statements therein, in light of
the circumstances under which they are made, not misleading or (b) the proxy statement relating to the Company Stockholders Meeting
(together with any amendments thereof or supplements thereto, in each case in the form or forms mailed to the Company s stockholders, the

Proxy Statement ) will, at the date the Proxy Statement is first mailed to the stockholders of the Company and at the time of the Company
Stockholders Meeting, contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state any material fact required to be stated therein or necessary
in order to make the statements therein, in light of the circumstances under which they are made, not misleading. The Proxy Statement will
comply as to form in all material respects with the requirements of the Exchange Act. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no representation or
warranty is made by the Company with respect to statements made or incorporated by reference in the Form S-4 or the Proxy Statement based
on information supplied by Parent or Merger Sub specifically for inclusion or incorporation by reference in the Form S-4 or the Proxy
Statement.

Section 3.08 Absence of Certain Changes or Events. Since the date of the most recent audited financial statements included in the Company SEC
Documents filed by the Company and publicly available prior to the date of this Agreement (the Filed Company SEC Documents ), except (a) for
liabilities incurred in connection with this Agreement or the transactions contemplated hereby to Parent, Merger Sub and the Company s financial
and legal advisors or (b) as disclosed in the Filed Company SEC Documents there has not been any change, effect, event, circumstance,

occurrence or state of facts that individually or in the aggregate has had or would reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse
Effect.

Section 3.09 Litigation. There is no suit, action, claim, proceeding or investigation pending or, to the Knowledge of the Company, threatened
against the Company or any of its Subsidiaries that individually or in the aggregate has had or would reasonably be expected to have a Company
Material Adverse Effect or prevent or materially delay the consummation of any of the transactions contemplated by this Agreement, nor is there
any judgment, decree, injunction, rule or order of any Governmental Authority or arbitrator outstanding against, or, to
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the Knowledge of the Company, investigation by any Governmental Authority involving, the Company or any of its Subsidiaries that
individually or in the aggregate has had or would reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse Effect or prevent or materially
delay the consummation of any of the transactions contemplated by this Agreement.

Section 3.10 Contracts.

(a) Neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries is a party to, and none of their respective properties or other assets is subject to, any Contract
that is of a nature required to be filed as an exhibit to a report or filing under the Securities Act or the Exchange Act, other than any Contract that
is filed as an exhibit to the Filed Company SEC Documents.

(b) Except for Contracts filed in unredacted form as exhibits to the Filed Company SEC Documents, Section 3.10(b) of the Company Disclosure
Letter sets forth a correct and complete list as of the date of this Agreement, and the Company has made available to Parent correct and complete
copies (including all amendments, modifications, extensions, renewals, guaranties or other Contracts with respect thereto, but excluding all
names, terms and conditions that have been redacted in compliance with applicable Laws governing the sharing of information), of:

(1) all Contracts (other than Contracts of the category required to be disclosed in either clause (xiv) or clause (xv) of this Section 3.10(b),
regardless of value) of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries having an aggregate value per Contract, or involving payments by or to the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries, of more than $500,000 on an annual basis;

(ii) all Contracts to which the Company or any of its Subsidiaries is a party, or by which the Company, any of its Subsidiaries or any of its
Affiliates is bound, that contain a covenant restricting the ability of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries (or which, following the
consummation of the Merger, would restrict the ability of Parent or any of its Subsidiaries, including the Surviving Entity and its Subsidiaries) to
compete in any business or with any person or in any geographic area;

(iii) all Contracts of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries with any Affiliate of the Company (other than any of its Subsidiaries);

(iv) any (A) Contract to which the Company or any of its Subsidiaries is a party granting any license to Intellectual Property, and (B) other
license (other than real estate) having an aggregate value per license, or involving payments by the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, of more
than $500,000 on an annual basis;

(v) all confidentiality agreements (other than in the ordinary course of business), agreements by the Company not to acquire assets or securities
of a third party or agreements by a third party not to acquire assets or securities of the Companys;

(vi) any Contract having an aggregate value per Contract, or involving payments by or to the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, of more than
$500,000 on an annual basis that requires consent of or notice to a third party in the event of or with respect to the Merger, including in order to
avoid a breach or termination of or loss of benefit under any such Contract;
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(vii) all joint venture, partnership or other similar agreements involving co-investment with a third party to which the Company or any of its
Subsidiaries is a party;

(viii) any Contract with a Governmental Authority (other than ordinary course Contracts with Governmental Authorities as a customer) which
imposes any material obligation or restriction on the Company or its Subsidiaries;

(ix) all leases, subleases, licenses or other Contracts pursuant to which the Company or any of its Subsidiaries use or hold any material property
involving payments by or to the Company or any of its Subsidiaries of more than $500,000 on an annual basis;
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(x) all material outsourcing Contracts;

(xi) all Contracts with investment bankers, financial advisors, attorneys, accountants or other advisors retained by the Company or any of its
Subsidiaries involving payments by or to the Company or any of its Subsidiaries of more than $500,000 on an annual basis;

(xii) all Contracts providing for the indemnification by the Company or any of its Subsidiaries of any person, except for any such Contract that
(1) is not material to the Company or any of its Subsidiaries and (ii) was entered into in the ordinary course of business;

(xiii) all Contracts pursuant to which any indebtedness of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries is outstanding or may be incurred and all
guarantees of or by the Company or any of its Subsidiaries of any indebtedness of any other person (other than the Company or any of its
Subsidiaries) (except for such indebtedness or guarantees the aggregate principal amount of which does not exceed $500,000 on an annual basis
and excluding trade payables arising in the ordinary course of business);

(xiv) (A) the Contracts with hospitals that, in the aggregate, represent at least 50% of the total projected 2004 payments by the Company and its
Subsidiaries to hospitals and (B) the Contracts with physician groups that, in the aggregate, represent at least 50% of the claims paid by the
Company and its Subsidiaries to physician groups during the period from October 1, 2002 to September 30, 2003;

(xv) any customer Contract (other than a Contract with a Provider) that involves (1) annual premiums or payments of greater than $500,000 or
annual administrative services fees or similar payments of greater than $500,000 and (2) by its terms, does not terminate on or before one year
after the date of such Contract and is not cancelable during such period without penalty or without payment (other than customer agreements that
are not terminable within one year solely as a result of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act and the regulations promulgated
thereunder (including 45 C.F.R. parts 160, 162, and 164) or other statutory or regulatory requirements); and

(xvi) any Contract with respect to any risk sharing or risk transfer arrangement or that provides for a retroactive premium or similar adjustment
or withholding arrangement; and

(xvii) any Contract, agreement or policy for reinsurance.

(c) (i) None of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries (x) is, or has received written notice or has Knowledge that any other party to any of its
Contracts is, in violation or breach of or default (with or without notice or lapse of time or both) under, or (y) has waived or failed to enforce any
rights or benefits under, any Contract to which it is a party or any of its properties or other assets is subject, and (ii) to the Knowledge of the
Company, there has occurred no event giving to others any right of termination, amendment or cancellation of (with or without notice or lapse of
time or both) any such Contract except for violations, breaches, defaults, waivers or failures to enforce rights or benefits covered by clauses (i)
or (ii) above that individually or in the aggregate have not had and would not reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse
Effect.

Section 3.11 Compliance with Laws.
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(a) The Company and each of its Subsidiaries has been since December 31, 2001 and is in compliance with all statutes, laws, ordinances, rules,
regulations, judgments, orders and decrees of any Governmental Authority (collectively, Laws ) applicable to it, its properties or other assets or
its business or operations, except where any failures to be in compliance have not had and would not reasonably be expected to have individually

or in the aggregate a Company Material Adverse Effect. None of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries has received, since December 31, 2001,

a notice or other communication alleging or relating to a possible material violation of any Laws applicable to its businesses or operations. The
Company and its Subsidiaries have in effect all material permits, licenses, variances, exemptions, authorizations, operating certificates,

franchises, orders and approvals of all Governmental Authorities (collectively, Permits ) necessary to carry on their businesses as now conducted,
and there has occurred no material violation of, default (with or without notice or lapse of time or both) under, or event giving to others any right

of
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termination, amendment or cancellation of, with or without notice or lapse of time or both, any Permit. There is no event which has occurred
that, to the Knowledge of the Company, would reasonably be expected to result in the revocation, cancellation, non-renewal or adverse
modification of any such Permit that individually or in the aggregate would reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse Effect.
Assuming all Closing Consents (as defined below) are made or obtained, the Merger, in and of itself, would not cause the revocation or
cancellation of any such Permit.

(b) Since December 31, 2001, (i) neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries nor, to the Knowledge of the Company, any third party service
provider acting on behalf of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, has received, nor otherwise has any Knowledge of, any written notice from
any Governmental Authority that (x) alleges any material noncompliance (or that the Company or any of its Subsidiaries or any such third party
service provider is under investigation or the subject of an inquiry by any such Governmental Authority for such alleged material
noncompliance) with any applicable material Law, (y) asserts any risk-based capital deficiency or (z) would be reasonably likely to result in a
material fine, assessment or cease and desist order, or the suspension, revocation or material limitation or restriction of any Permit; and (ii)
neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries has entered into any agreement or settlement with any Governmental Authority with respect to
its non-compliance with, or violation of, any applicable Law.

(c) Since December 31, 2001, the Company and each of its Subsidiaries has timely filed all material regulatory reports, schedules, statements,
documents, filings, submissions, forms, registrations and other documents, together with any amendments required to be made with respect
thereto, that each was required to file with any Governmental Authority, including state health and insurance regulatory authorities and any
applicable Federal regulatory authorities, and have timely paid all Taxes, fees and assessments due and payable in connection therewith, except
where the failure to make such payments would not be material to the Company or any of its Subsidiaries.

(d) All premium rates, rating plans and policy terms established or used by the Company s Subsidiaries that are required to be filed with and/or
approved by Governmental Authorities have been so filed and/or approved, the premiums charged conform in all material respects to the
premiums so filed and/or approved and comply with the insurance Laws applicable thereto, and to the Company s Knowledge, no such premiums
are subject to any investigation by any Governmental Authority.

(e) The Company and its Subsidiaries have implemented policies, procedures and/or programs designed to assure that its agents and employees
are in material compliance with all applicable Laws, including laws, regulations, directives and opinions of Governmental Authorities relating to
advertising, licensing and sales practices. Each of the Company and its Subsidiaries and, to the Knowledge of the Company, each agent or third
party service provider acting on behalf of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, has marketed, administered, sold and issued insurance and
healthcare products in compliance in all material respects with all applicable insurance Laws.

(f) The Company and each of its officers and directors are in compliance with, and have complied, in all material respects with (i) the applicable
provisions of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 and the related rules and regulations promulgated under such act or the Exchange Act

(' Sarbanes-Oxley ') and (ii) the applicable listing and corporate governance rules and regulations of the NYSE. The Company has previously
disclosed to Parent all of the information required to be disclosed by the Company and its officers and employees, including the Company s chief
executive officer and chief financial officer, to the Company Board or any committee thereof pursuant to the certification requirements relating

to Annual Reports on Form 10-K and Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q. The Company and each of its Subsidiaries maintains a system of internal
accounting controls sufficient to comply with all legal and accounting requirements applicable to the Company and such Subsidiary and has
previously disclosed to Parent its work plan, budget and timetable for compliance with the SEC rules promulgated under Section 404 of
Sarbanes-Oxley.
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Section 3.12 Employee Benefit Plans.

(a) Section 3.12(a) of the Company Disclosure Letter sets forth a correct and complete list of: all employee benefit plans (as defined in Section
3(3) of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, as amended (  ERISA )), and all other employee benefit plans, programs,
agreements, policies, arrangements or payroll practices, including bonus plans, employment, consulting or other compensation agreements,
collective bargaining agreements, Company Stock Plans, individual stock option agreements to which the Company is a party granting stock
options to acquire Company Common Stock that have not been granted under a Company Stock Plan, incentive and other equity or equity-based
compensation, or deferred compensation arrangements, change in control, termination or severance plans or arrangements, stock purchase,
severance pay, sick leave, vacation pay, salary continuation for disability, hospitalization, medical insurance, life insurance and scholarship
plans and programs maintained by the Company or any of its Subsidiaries or to which the Company or any of its Subsidiaries contributed or is
obligated to contribute thereunder for current or former employees of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries (the Employees ) (collectively, the
Company Plans ).

(b) Correct and complete copies of the following documents, with respect to each of the Company Plans (other than a Multiemployer Plan), have
been delivered or made available to Parent by the Company, to the extent applicable: (i) any plans, all amendments and attachments thereto and
related trust documents, insurance contracts or other funding arrangements, and amendments thereto; (ii) the most recent Forms 5500 and all
schedules thereto and the most recent actuarial report, if any; (iii) the most recent IRS determination letter; (iv) summary plan descriptions; and
(v) material written communications to employees generally.

(c) The Company Plans have been maintained in accordance with their terms and with all provisions of ERISA, the Code and other applicable
Laws, and neither the Company (or any of its Subsidiaries) nor any party in interest or disqualified person with respect to the Company Plans
has engaged in a non-exempt prohibited transaction within the meaning of Section 4975 of the Code or Section 406 of ERISA, except as
individually or in the aggregate have not had and would not reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse Effect. No fiduciary

has any liability for breach of fiduciary duty or any other failure to act or comply in connection with the administration or investment of the

assets of any Company Plan, except as individually or in the aggregate have not had and would not reasonably be expected to have a Company
Material Adverse Effect.

(d) The Company Plans intended to qualify under Section 401 of the Code are so qualified and any trusts intended to be exempt from Federal
income taxation under Section 501 of the Code are so exempt, except as individually or in the aggregate have not had and would not reasonably
be expected to have a Company Material Adverse Effect.

(e) None of the Company, its Subsidiaries or any trade or business (whether or not incorporated) that is treated as a single employer, with any of
them under Section 414(b), (c), (m) or (o) of the Code has any current or contingent liability with respect to (i) a plan subject to Title IV or
Section 302 of ERISA or Section 412 or 4971 of the Code or (ii) any multiemployer plan (as defined in Section 4001(a)(3) of ERISA). Each
Company Plan that is intended to meet the requirements for tax-favored treatment under Subchapter B of Chapter 1 of Subtitle A of the Code
meets such requirements, with such exceptions that individually or in the aggregate have not had and would not reasonably be expected to have a
Company Material Adverse Effect.

(f) All contributions (including all employer contributions and employee salary reduction contributions) required to have been made under any
of the Company Plans (including workers compensation) or by Law (without regard to any waivers granted under Section 412 of the Code), to
any funds or trusts established thereunder or in connection therewith have been made by the due date thereof (including any valid extension).
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any of the Company Plans, or against any fiduciary of the Company Plans with respect to the operation of any of the Company Plans (other than
routine benefit claims), nor does the Company have any Knowledge of facts that could form the basis for any such action, claim or lawsuit, other
than such actions, claims or lawsuits that individually or in the aggregate have not had and would not reasonably be expected to have a Company
Material Adverse Effect.

(h) None of the Company Plans provides for post-employment life or health insurance, benefits or coverage for any participant or any

beneficiary of a participant, except as may be required under the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985, as amended

( COBRA ), or applicable state law, and at the expense of the participant or the participant s beneficiary. Each of the Company and any ERISA
Affiliate which maintains a group health plan within the meaning Section 5000(b)(1) of the Code has complied with the notice and continuation
requirements of Section 4980B of the Code, COBRA, Part 6 of Subtitle B of Title I of ERISA and the regulations thereunder, except where the
failure to comply individually or in the aggregate has not had and would not reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse

Effect.

(1) Except as set forth in Section 3.12(i) of the Company Disclosure Letter (to the extent applicable, in each case broken down as to each item,
and the individual and amount involved), neither the execution and delivery of this Agreement nor the consummation of the transactions
contemplated hereby, including the Company Stockholder Approval or the Merger, will (i) result in any payment becoming due to any
Employee, (ii) increase any benefits otherwise payable under any Company Plan, (iii) result in the acceleration of the time of payment or vesting
of any such benefits under any Company Plan or (iv) result in any obligation to fund any trust or other arrangement with respect to compensation
or benefits under a Company Plan. Except as set forth in Section 3.12(i) of the Company Disclosure Letter, since January 1, 2004, the Company,
including the Company Board, any committee thereof and any officer of the Company, has not taken any action to increase the compensation or
benefits payable after the date hereof to any officer having the title of senior vice president or higher of the Company.

(j) Neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries has a contract, plan or commitment, whether legally binding or not, to create any additional
Company Plan or to modify any existing Company Plan, except as required by applicable Law or tax qualification requirement.

(k) Any individual who performs services for the Company or any of its Subsidiaries (other than through a contract with an organization other
than such individual) and who is not treated as an employee of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries for Federal income tax purposes by the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries is not an employee for such purposes, except as individually or in the aggregate, together with any breach or
breaches of Section 3.12(c) hereof (without regard to any materiality or Company Material Adverse Effect qualifiers therein), has not had and
would not reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse Effect.

(1) Neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries is a party to any contract, agreement or other arrangement providing for the payment of any
amount which would not be deductible by reason of Section 162(m) or Section 280G of the Code.

Section 3.13 Taxes.

(a) The Company and each of its Subsidiaries has timely filed, or has caused to be timely filed on its behalf (taking into account any extension of
time within which to file), all material tax returns required to be filed by it, and all such filed tax returns are correct and complete in all material
respects. All taxes shown to be due on such tax returns, and all material taxes otherwise required to be paid by the Company or any of its
Subsidiaries, have been timely paid.
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(b) All taxes due and payable by the Company and its Subsidiaries have been adequately provided for in the financial statements of the
Company and its Subsidiaries for all periods ending through the date hereof. No material deficiency with respect to taxes has been proposed,
asserted or assessed against the Company or any of its Subsidiaries that has not been paid in full or fully resolved in favor of the taxpayer.
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No reductions have been made to the December 31, 2003 current tax reserve and valuation allowance previously reported to Parent.

(c) The income tax returns of the Company and each of its Subsidiaries have been examined by and settled with (or received a no change letter
from) the Internal Revenue Service (the IRS ) (or, to the Knowledge of the Company, the applicable statute of limitations has expired) for all
years through 2000. All material assessments for taxes due with respect to such completed and settled examinations or any concluded litigation
have been fully paid.

(d) Neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries has any obligation under any agreement (either with any person or any taxing authority)
with respect to material taxes.

(e) Neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries has constituted either a distributing corporation ora controlled corporation (within the
meaning of Section 355(a)(1)(A) of the Code) in a distribution of stock qualifying for tax-free treatment under Section 355 of the Code since the
effective date of Section 355(e) of the Code.

(f) Neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries has (i) been a member of an affiliated group of corporations within the meaning of Section
1504 of the Code, other than the affiliated group of which the Company is the common parent or (ii) any material liability for the taxes of any
other person (other than the Company or any of its Subsidiaries) under any state, local or foreign law, as a transferee or successor, by contract, or
otherwise.

(g) No audit or other administrative or court proceedings are pending with any taxing authority with respect to any Federal, state or local income
or other material taxes of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, and no written notice thereof has been received by the Company or any of its
Subsidiaries. No issue has been raised by any taxing authority in any presently pending tax audit that could be material and adverse to the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries for any period after the Effective Time. Neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries has any outstanding
agreements, waivers or arrangements extending the statutory period of limitations applicable to any claim for, or the period for the collection or
assessment of, any Federal, state or local income or other material taxes.

(h) No written claim that could give rise to material taxes has been made within the previous five years by a taxing authority in a jurisdiction
where the Company or any of its Subsidiaries does not file tax returns that the Company or any of its Subsidiaries is or may be subject to
taxation in that jurisdiction.

(1) The Company has made available to Parent correct and complete copies of (i) all income and franchise tax returns of the Company and its
Subsidiaries for the preceding three taxable years and (ii) any audit report issued within the last three years (or otherwise with respect to any
audit or proceeding in progress) relating to income or franchise taxes of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries.

(j) No Liens for taxes exist with respect to any properties or other assets of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, except for Liens for taxes not
yet due.
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(k) All material taxes required to be withheld by the Company or any of its Subsidiaries have been withheld and have been or will be duly and
timely paid to the proper taxing authority.

(1) Neither the Company nor any of its Subsidiaries has taken any action, has failed to take any action or has any Knowledge of any fact or
circumstance that would reasonably be likely to prevent the Merger from qualifying as a reorganization under Section 368 of the Code.

(m) For purposes of this Agreement, (i) taxes shall mean taxes of any kind (including those measured by or referred to as income, franchise,
gross receipts, sales, use, ad valorem, profits, license, withholding, payroll, employment, excise, severance, stamp, occupation, premium, value
added, property, windfall profits, customs, duties or similar fees, assessments or charges of any kind whatsoever) together with any interest and
any penalties, additions to tax or additional amounts imposed by any taxing authority with respect thereto, domestic or foreign and shall include
any transferee or successor liability in respect of taxes (whether by contract or otherwise) and any several liability in respect of any tax as a
result of being a
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member of any affiliated, consolidated, combined, unitary or similar group and (ii) tax returns shall mean any return, report, claim for refund,
estimate, information return or statement or other similar document relating to or required to be filed with any taxing authority with respect to
taxes, including any schedule or attachment thereto, and including any amendment thereof.

Section 3.14 Intellectual Property; Software.

(a) As used herein: (i) Intellectual Property means all U.S. and foreign (a) trademarks, service marks, trade names, Internet domain names,
designs, logos, slogans and other distinctive indicia of origin, together with goodwill, registrations and applications relating to the foregoing

( Trademarks ); (b) patents and pending patent applications, invention disclosure statements, and any and all divisions, continuations,
continuations-in-part, reissues, reexaminations, and any extensions thereof, any counterparts claiming priority therefrom and like statutory rights
(' Patents ); (c) registered and unregistered copyrights (including those in Software), rights of publicity and all registrations and applications to
register the same ( Copyrights ); and (d) confidential technology, know-how, inventions, processes, formulae, algorithms, models and
methodologies ( Trade Secrets ); (ii) IP Licenses means all Contracts (excluding click-wrap or shrink-wrap agreements or agreements contained
in off-the-shelf Software or the terms of use or service for any Web site) pursuant to which the Company and its Subsidiaries have acquired
rights in (including usage rights) to any Intellectual Property, or licenses and agreements pursuant to which the Company and its Subsidiaries
have licensed or transferred the right to use any Intellectual Property, including license agreements, settlement agreements and covenants not to
sue; (iii) Software means all computer programs, including any and all software implementations of algorithms, models and methodologies
whether in source code or object code form, databases and compilations, including any and all electronic data and electronic collections of data,
all documentation, including user manuals and training materials, related to any of the foregoing and the content and information contained on
any Web site; and (iv) Company Intellectual Property means the Intellectual Property and Software held for use or used in the business of the
Company or its Subsidiaries as presently conducted.

(b) Section 3.14(b) of the Company Disclosure Letter sets forth, for the Intellectual Property owned by the Company and its Subsidiaries, a
complete and accurate list of all U.S., state and foreign: (i) Patents issued or pending; (ii) Trademark registrations and applications for
registration (including Internet domain name registrations) and material unregistered trademarks and service marks; and (iii) material
Copyrights.

(c) Section 3.14(c) of the Company Disclosure Letter lists all (i) material Software that is owned by the Company or its Subsidiaries and (ii)
material IP Licenses.

(d) The Company, or one of its Subsidiaries, owns or possesses all licenses or other legal rights to use, sell or license all material Company
Intellectual Property, free and clear of all Liens, except as would not reasonably be expected to result in, in the aggregate, material direct or
indirect costs or liabilities to, or other material direct or indirect negative impact on, the Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole.

(e) All Trademark registrations and applications for registration, Patents issued or pending and Copyright registrations and applications for
registration owned by the Company and its Subsidiaries are valid and subsisting, in full force and effect and have not lapsed, expired or been
abandoned, and, to the Knowledge of the Company or its Subsidiaries, are not the subject of any opposition filed with the United States Patent
and Trademark Office or any other intellectual property registry.

(f) The Company Intellectual Property constitutes all the Intellectual Property and Software necessary for the continuing conduct and operation
of the Company s business as currently conducted and operated by the Company, except as would not reasonably be expected to result in, in the
aggregate, material direct or indirect costs or liabilities to, or other material direct or indirect negative impact on, the Company and its
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(g) Except as set forth in Section 3.14(g) of the Company Disclosure Letter:

(1) no unresolved claims, or to the Knowledge of the Company, threat of claims within the three (3) years prior to the date of this Agreement,
have been asserted in writing by any third party against
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the Company or any of its Subsidiaries related to the use in the conduct of the businesses of the Company and its Subsidiaries that the Company
Intellectual Property or the conduct of the business of the Company infringes, misappropriates, dilutes or otherwise violates any Intellectual
Property rights of any third party;

(ii) the conduct of the businesses of the Company and its Subsidiaries does not infringe, misappropriate, dilute or otherwise violate any
Intellectual Property rights of any third party, except as would not reasonably be expected to result in, in the aggregate, material direct or indirect
costs or liabilities to, or other material direct or indirect negative impact on, the Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole;

(iii) to the Knowledge of the Company, no third party is infringing, misappropriating, diluting or violating any Company Intellectual Property,
except as would not reasonably be expected to result in, in the aggregate, material direct or indirect costs or liabilities to, or other material direct
or indirect negative impact on, the Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole;

(iv) no settlement agreements, consents, judgments, orders, forbearances to sue or similar obligations limit or restrict the Company s or any
Subsidiary s rights in and to any Company Intellectual Property, except as would not reasonably be expected to result in, in the aggregate,
material direct or indirect costs or liabilities to, or other material direct or indirect negative impact on, the Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as
a whole;

(v) the Company and its Subsidiaries have not licensed or sublicensed their rights in any Company Intellectual Property, or received or been
granted any such rights (except pursuant to click-wrap or shrink-wrap agreements or agreements contained in off-the-shelf Software or the terms
of use or service for any Web site), other than pursuant to the IP Licenses;

(vi) there is no default under any of the IP Licenses by the Company or any of its Subsidiaries or, to the Knowledge of the Company, by the
other party thereto, except as would not reasonably be expected to result in, in the aggregate, material direct or indirect costs or liabilities to, or
other material direct or indirect negative impact on, the Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole;

(vii) the Company and its Subsidiaries have taken reasonable measures to protect the confidentiality of their Trade Secrets; and

(viii) the consummation of the transactions contemplated hereby will not result in the loss or impairment of the Company s and its Subsidiaries
rights to own or use any of the Company Intellectual Property or obligate them to pay any royalties or other amounts to any third party in excess
of the amounts payable by them prior to the Closing, nor will such consummation require the consent of any third party in respect of any
Company Intellectual Property, except as would not reasonably be expected to result in, in the aggregate, material direct or indirect costs or
liabilities to, or other material direct or indirect negative impact on, the Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole.

(h) The Company and each of its Subsidiaries has at all times (i) disclosed its personal data collection and use policy on its websites and (ii)
complied in all material respects with such policy. Neither this Agreement nor the consummation of the transactions contemplated hereby will
violate in any material respect any such personal data policy or any other applicable privacy or personal data Laws.
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(i) The Company maintains possession over the Software and the documentation (including user guides) reasonably necessary to use the
Software, and the Company maintains possession and control over the source code and/or such other documentation (including user guides and
specifications) for all Software set forth in Section 3.14(c) of the Company Disclosure Letter which is listed as owned by the Company or any of
its Subsidiaries (the Proprietary Software ) reasonably necessary to use, maintain, and modify the Proprietary Software. The Proprietary
Software, and, to the Knowledge of the Company, the Software included in the Company Intellectual Property which it or its Subsidiaries
license or otherwise use (i) functions in compliance in all respects with its related documentation and specifications, and functions properly in all
respects to achieve its intended purposes and (ii) is free of any computer instructions, devices
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or techniques that are designed to infect, disrupt, damage, disable or alter such Software or its processing environment (including other
programs, equipment and data), except in the case of clauses (i) and (ii) above, as would not reasonably be expected to result in, in the aggregate,
material direct or indirect costs or liabilities to, or other material direct or indirect negative impact on, the Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as
a whole.

Section 3.15 Properties and Assets. Neither the Company nor its Subsidiaries owns any real property. Section 3.15 of the Company Disclosure
Letter sets forth the address of each parcel of all leasehold or subleasehold estates and other rights to use or occupy any land, buildings,
structures, improvements, fixture or other interest in real property held by or for the Company or its Subsidiaries (the Leased Real Property ).
Section 3.15 of the Company Disclosure Letter sets forth all sublicenses, licenses and other grants by the Company or any of its Subsidiaries to
any person of the right to use or occupy such Leased Real Property or any portion thereof involving, in any such case, payments of more than
$100,000 annually. The Company and each of its Subsidiaries has such good and valid title to, or such valid rights by lease, license, other
agreement or otherwise to use, all assets and properties (in each case, tangible and intangible) necessary to enable the Company and its
Subsidiaries to conduct their business as currently conducted, except for defects in title, easements, restrictive covenants and similar
encumbrances that, individually or in the aggregate, would not reasonably be expected to materially interfere with its ability to conduct its
business as presently conducted.

Section 3.16 Environmental Matters. Except as would not reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse Effect in the case of
clauses (b), (c) and (d) below (it being agreed that clause (a) below shall not be qualified by a Company Material Adverse Effect), (a) no
material written notice, notification, demand, request for information, citation, summons, complaint or order has been received by, and no
material action, claim, suit, proceeding or review or investigation is pending or, to the Knowledge of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries,
threatened by any person against, the Company, any of its Subsidiaries or any person whose liability the Company or any of its Subsidiaries has
or may have retained or assumed either contractually or by operation of law with respect to any matters relating to or arising out of any
Environmental Law; (b) the Company and its Subsidiaries have been and are in compliance with all Environmental Laws, including possessing
all permits, authorizations, licenses, exemptions and other governmental authorizations required for its operations under applicable
Environmental Laws; (c) the Company and its Subsidiaries do not have any Environmental Liabilities and, to the Knowledge of the Company or
any of its Subsidiaries, no facts, circumstances or conditions relating to, arising from, associated with or attributable to (i) any real property
currently or formerly owned, operated or leased by the Company or its Subsidiaries or operations thereon or (ii) any person whose liability the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries has or may have retained or assumed either contractually or by operation of law would reasonably be
expected to result in Environmental Liabilities; and (d) to the Knowledge of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, with respect to any real
property currently or formerly owned or leased, as the case may be, by the Company or its Subsidiaries, there have been no Releases of
Hazardous Materials that have or are reasonably likely to result in a claim against the Company or its Subsidiaries.

As used in this Agreement, the term Environmental Laws means Federal, state, local and foreign statutes, Laws, judicial decisions, regulations,
ordinances, rules, judgments, orders, codes, injunctions, permits and governmental agreements relating to the protection of human health as it
relates to Hazardous Materials exposure or the environment, including Hazardous Materials.

As used in this Agreement, the term Environmental Liabilities with respect to any Person means any and all liabilities of or relating to such
Person or any of its Subsidiaries (including any entity which is, in whole or in part, a predecessor of such Person or any of such Subsidiaries),
whether vested or unvested, contingent or fixed, including contractual, which (i) arise under applicable Environmental Laws or with respect to
Hazardous Materials and (ii) relate to actions occurring or conditions existing on or prior to the Closing Date.

As used in this Agreement, the term Hazardous Material means all substances or materials regulated as hazardous, toxic, explosive, dangerous,
flammable or radioactive under any Environmental Law including

Table of Contents 257



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

A-20

Table of Contents 258



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

(i) petroleum, asbestos or polychlorinated biphenyls and (ii) in the United States, all substances defined as Hazardous Substances, Oils,
Pollutants or Contaminants in the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan, 40 C.F.R. Section 300.5.

As used in this Agreement, the term Release means any release, spill, emission, discharge, leaking, pumping, injection, deposit, disposal,
dispersal, leaching or migration into the indoor or outdoor environment (including ambient air, surface water, groundwater, and surface or
subsurface strata) or into or out of any property, including the movement of Hazardous Materials through or in the air, soil, surface water,
groundwater or property.

Section 3.17 Transactions with Related Parties. Since March 31, 2003, there has been no transaction, or series of similar transactions,
agreements, arrangements or understandings, nor are there any currently proposed transactions, or series of similar transactions, agreements,
arrangements or understandings to which the Company or any of its Subsidiaries was or is to be a party, that would be required to be disclosed
under Item 404 of Regulation S-K promulgated under the Securities Act.

Section 3.18 Brokers and Other Advisors. No broker, investment banker, financial advisor or other person, other than Goldman, Sachs & Co.,

the fees and expenses of which will be paid by the Company in accordance with the Company s agreements with such firm (a complete copy of
which has heretofore been made available to Parent), is entitled to any broker s, finder s, financial advisor s or other similar fee or commission, or
the reimbursement of expenses, in connection with the transactions contemplated by this Agreement based upon arrangements made by or on
behalf of the Company or its Subsidiaries.

Section 3.19 Opinion of Financial Advisor. The Company has received the opinion of Goldman, Sachs & Co. dated the date hereof to the effect
that, as of such date, the Merger Consideration is fair from a financial point of view to the holders of shares of Company Common Stock, a
complete copy of which opinion will be made available to Parent as soon as practicable after the date of this Agreement.

Section 3.20 Statutory Financial Statements.

(a) Section 3.20(a) of the Company Disclosure Letter sets forth a list of all annual statements and quarterly statements of the Company s
Subsidiaries filed with Governmental Authorities for the years ended December 31, 2002 and December 31, 2003, and for each quarterly period
ending after December 31, 2003 (together with all such filings hereafter made for annual and quarterly periods prior to the Closing, the State
Regulatory Filings ). Except as otherwise set forth in such State Regulatory Filings when made, all such State Regulatory Filings and the
statutory balance sheets and income statements included therein (i) were prepared or will be prepared from the books and records of the
Company s Subsidiaries, (ii) fairly present or will fairly present in all material respects the statutory financial condition and results of operations
of the Company s Subsidiaries, as applicable, as of the date and for the periods indicated therein and (iii) have been prepared or will be prepared
in accordance with applicable statutory accounting principles consistently applied throughout the periods indicated, except as may be reflected in
the notes thereto and subject to the absence of notes required by statutory accounting principles and to normal year-end adjustments.

(b) The Company has provided Parent with true and correct copies of all actuarial reports prepared by independent or internal actuaries since
January 1, 2001 (other than actuarial reports prepared by internal actuaries that are not material to the aggregate reserves of the Company or any
of its Subsidiaries) and all attachments, addenda, supplements and modifications thereto.
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Section 3.21 Reserves. The loss reserves (including reserves for medical costs and for payment disputes with Providers) and other actuarial
amounts of the Company and each of its Subsidiaries recorded in their respective financial statements contained in the Company s SEC
Documents and the State Regulatory Filings (i) are determined in all material respects in accordance with generally accepted actuarial standards

consistently applied
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(except as otherwise noted in such financial statements), (ii) are fairly stated in all material respects in accordance with sound actuarial
principles, (iii) satisty all applicable Laws in all material respects and have been computed on the basis of methodologies consistent in all
material respects with those used in computing the corresponding reserves in the prior fiscal years and (iv) include provisions for all actuarial
reserves and related items which ought to be established in accordance with applicable Laws. To the Knowledge of the Company, there are no
facts or circumstances which would necessitate, in the good faith application of prudent reserving practices and policies, any material adverse
change in the statutorily required reserves or reserves above those reflected in the most recent balance sheet (other than increases consistent with
past experience resulting from increases in enrollment with respect to services provided by the Company or its Subsidiaries). As of December
31, 2003, each of the Company s Subsidiaries for which there are statutory net worth and other deposit or capital requirements (the Regulated
Subsidiaries ) met or exceeded said statutory net worth, deposit or other capital requirements. As of December 31, 2003, each of the Regulated
Subsidiaries had statutory net worth in excess of 200% of the authorized control level, as such term is defined in the NAIC Risk-Based Capital
guidelines ( Authorized Control Level ). Each of these subsidiaries will, as of the date of any subsequent State Regulatory Filing prior to the
Closing, have statutory net worth which is a percentage of the Authorized Control Level that is at least equal to the percentage of the Authorized
Control Level that the statutory net worth was as of December 31, 2003, except for the effect of any dividends paid by a Regulated Subsidiary to
the Company.

ARTICLE IV

Representations and Warranties of Parent and Merger Sub

Except as set forth in the disclosure letter (with specific reference to the Section or Subsection of this Agreement to which the information stated
in such disclosure relates; provided that, any fact or condition disclosed in any section of such disclosure letter in such a way as to make its
relevance to a representation or representations made elsewhere in this Agreement or information called for by another section of such disclosure
letter reasonably apparent shall be deemed to be an exception to such representation or representations or to be disclosed on such other section of
such disclosure letter notwithstanding the omission of a reference or cross reference thereto) delivered by Parent to the Company prior to the
execution of this Agreement (the Parent Disclosure Letter ), Parent and Merger Sub represent and warrant to the Company as follows:

Section 4.01 Organization, Standing and Corporate Power. Each of Parent, its Subsidiaries and Merger Sub is an entity duly organized, validly
existing and in good standing under the Laws of the jurisdiction in which it is formed and has all requisite power and authority to carry on its
business as now being conducted. Parent, its Subsidiaries and Merger Sub is duly qualified or licensed to do business and is in good standing in
each jurisdiction in which the nature of its business or the ownership, leasing or operation of its properties makes such qualification or licensing
necessary, other than in such jurisdictions where the failure to be so qualified or licensed individually or in the aggregate has not resulted in, and
would not reasonably be expected to result in, material direct or indirect costs or liabilities to Parent and its Subsidiaries. Parent has made
available to the Company complete and correct copies of its Articles of Incorporation (the Parent Articles ) and By-laws (the Parent By-laws )
and the articles of incorporation and by-laws or comparable organizational documents) of each of its Subsidiaries and Merger Sub, in each case

as amended to the date of this Agreement.

Section 4.02 Capital Structure.

(a) The authorized capital stock of Parent consists of 1,500,000,000 shares of Parent Common Stock and 10,000,000 shares of preferred stock,

par value $0.001 per share ( Parent Preferred Stock ). At the close of business on April 14, 2004, (i) 619,575,505 shares of Parent Common Stock
were issued and outstanding, (ii) no shares of Parent Common Stock were held by Parent in its treasury, (iii) 136,985,594 shares of Parent
Common Stock were reserved for issuance (including shares underlying outstanding stock options and shares available for future grant) pursuant

to the 2002 Stock Incentive Plan, as amended, the 1987 Supplemental Stock Option Plan, the 1993 Qualified Employee Stock Purchase Plan, as
amended, and
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stock options assumed in connection with prior acquisitions (of which 83,967,614 shares of Parent Common Stock were subject to outstanding
stock options) and (iv) no shares of Parent Preferred Stock were issued or outstanding. Except as set forth above in this Section 4.02(a), at the
close of business on April 14, 2004, no shares of capital stock or other voting securities of Parent were issued, reserved for issuance or
outstanding. All outstanding shares of capital stock of Parent are, and all shares which may be issued (including shares of Parent Common Stock
to be issued in accordance with this Agreement) will be, when issued, duly authorized, validly issued, fully paid and nonassessable and not
subject to preemptive rights. Except as set forth above in this Section 4.02(a), there are no bonds, debentures, notes or other indebtedness of
Parent having the right to vote (or convertible into, or exchangeable for, securities having the right to vote) on any matters on which
stockholders of Parent may vote.

(b) The authorized equity interests of Merger Sub consists of 100 membership interests ( Merger Sub Interests ). All of the issued and outstanding
Merger Sub Interests are owned by Parent. Merger Sub does not have issued or outstanding any options, warrants, subscriptions, calls, rights,
convertible securities or other agreements or commitments obligating Merger Sub to issue, transfer or sell any Merger Sub Interests to any

person, other than Parent.

Section 4.03 Authority; Noncontravention.

(a) Each of Parent and Merger Sub has all requisite organizational power and authority to enter into this Agreement and to consummate the
transactions contemplated by this Agreement. The execution and delivery of this Agreement and the consummation of the transactions
contemplated by this Agreement have been duly authorized by all necessary corporate or other organizational action on the part of Parent and
Merger Sub and no other corporate proceedings on the part of Parent or Merger Sub are necessary to authorize this Agreement or to consummate
the transactions contemplated hereby. This Agreement has been duly executed and delivered by Parent and Merger Sub and, assuming the due
authorization, execution and delivery by the other party hereto, constitutes a legal, valid and binding obligation of Parent and Merger Sub,
enforceable against Parent and Merger Sub in accordance with its terms (subject to applicable bankruptcy, solvency, fraudulent transfer,
reorganization, moratorium and other Laws affecting creditors rights generally from time to time in effect and by general principles of equity).

As of the date hereof, the board of directors of Parent (the Parent Board ), at a meeting duly called and held, duly adopted resolutions, approving
this Agreement, the Merger and the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement.

(b) The execution and delivery of this Agreement do not, and the consummation of the Merger and the other transactions contemplated by this
Agreement and compliance with the provisions of this Agreement will not, conflict with, or result in any violation or breach of, or default (with
or without notice or lapse of time or both) under, or give rise to a right of termination, cancellation or acceleration of any obligation or to the loss
of a benefit under, or result in the creation of any Lien in or upon any of the properties or other assets of Parent, any of its Subsidiaries or Merger
Sub under (i) the Parent Articles or Parent By-laws or the comparable organizational documents of any of its Subsidiaries or Merger Sub, (ii)
any Contract to which Parent, any of its Subsidiaries or Merger Sub is a party or any of their respective properties or other assets is subject or
(iii) subject to the governmental filings and other matters referred to in Section 4.04 hereof, any Law applicable to Parent, any of its Subsidiaries
or Merger Sub or their respective properties or other assets, other than, in the case of clauses (ii) and (iii), any such conflicts, violations,
breaches, defaults, rights, losses or Liens that individually or in the aggregate (A) have not had and would not reasonably be expected to have a
Parent Material Adverse Effect, (B) would not reasonably be expected to impair in any material respect the ability of Parent or Merger Sub to
perform its obligations under this Agreement and (C) would not reasonably be expected to prevent or materially delay the consummation of any
of the transactions contemplated by this Agreement.

(c) For purposes of this Agreement, Parent Material Adverse Effect shall mean any change, effect, event, circumstance, occurrence or state of
facts that is materially adverse to the business, financial condition, or results of operations of Parent and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole, other
than any change,
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effect, event, circumstance, occurrence or state of facts relating to (a) the economy or the financial markets in general, (b) the industry in which
Parent and its Subsidiaries operate in general, (c) the announcement of this Agreement or the transactions contemplated hereby (provided that
the exclusion set forth in this clause (c) shall not apply to Section 4.03(b) hereof), (d) changes in applicable Laws or regulations after the date
hereof or (e) changes in GAAP or regulatory accounting principles after the date hereof; provided that with respect to clauses (a), (b), (d) and
(e), such change, effect, event, circumstance, occurrence or state of facts (i) does not specifically relate to (or have the effect of specifically
relating to) to Parent and its Subsidiaries and (ii) is not more adverse to Parent and its Subsidiaries than to other companies operating in the
industry in which Parent and its Subsidiaries operate.

Section 4.04 Governmental Approvals. No consent, approval, order or authorization of, action by or in respect of, or registration, declaration or
filing with, any Governmental Authority is required by or with respect to Parent, any of its Subsidiaries or Merger Sub in connection with the
execution and delivery of this Agreement by Parent and Merger Sub or the consummation by Parent and Merger Sub of the Merger or the other
transactions contemplated by this Agreement, except for (a) Necessary Consents and (b) such other consents, approvals, orders, authorizations,
registrations, declarations and filings the failure of which to be obtained or made individually or in the aggregate would not reasonably be
expected to (x) have a Parent Material Adverse Effect, (y) impair in any material respect the ability of Parent or Merger Sub to perform its
obligations under this Agreement or (z) prevent or materially delay the consummation of any of the transactions contemplated by this
Agreement.

Section 4.05 Parent SEC Documents.

(a) Parent has filed all reports, schedules, forms, statements and other documents (including exhibits and other information incorporated therein)
with the SEC required to be filed by Parent since December 31, 2000 (such documents, the Parent SEC Documents ). No Subsidiary of Parent is
required to file, or files, any form, report or other document with the SEC. As of their respective dates, the Parent SEC Documents complied in
all material respects with the requirements of the Securities Act or the Exchange Act, as the case may be, applicable to such Parent SEC
Documents, and none of the Parent SEC Documents contained any untrue statement of a material fact or omitted to state a material fact required
to be stated therein or necessary in order to make the statements therein, in light of the circumstances under which they were made, not
misleading, unless such information contained in any Parent SEC Document has been corrected by a later-filed Parent SEC Document. The
financial statements of Parent included in the Parent SEC Documents comply as to form in all material respects with applicable accounting
requirements and the published rules and regulations of the SEC with respect thereto, have been prepared in accordance with GAAP (except, in
the case of unaudited statements, as permitted by Form 10-Q of the SEC) applied on a consistent basis during the periods involved (except as
may be indicated in the notes thereto) and fairly present in all material respects the financial position of Parent and its consolidated Subsidiaries
as of the dates thereof and the consolidated results of their operations and cash flows for the periods then ended (subject, in the case of unaudited
statements, to the absence of footnote disclosure and to normal and recurring year-end audit adjustments).

(b) Except (i) as set forth in the financial statements included in Parent s Annual Report on Form 10-K filed prior to the date hereof for the year
ended December 31, 2003 or (ii) as incurred in the ordinary course of business since December 31, 2003, neither Parent nor any of its
Subsidiaries has any liabilities or obligations of any nature (whether accrued, absolute, contingent or otherwise) that individually or in the
aggregate have had or would reasonably be expected to have a Parent Material Adverse Effect.

Section 4.06 Information Supplied. None of the information supplied or to be supplied by Parent or Merger Sub specifically for inclusion or
incorporation by reference in (a) the Form S-4 will, at the time the Form S-4 is filed with the SEC, at any time it is amended or supplemented
and at the time it becomes effective under the Securities Act, contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state any material fact
required to be stated therein or necessary to make the statements therein, in light of the circumstances under which they are
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made, not misleading or (b) the Proxy Statement will, at the date it is first mailed to the stockholders of the Company and at the time of the
Company Stockholders Meeting, contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state any material fact required to be stated therein or
necessary in order to make the statements therein, in light of the circumstances under which they are made, not misleading. The Form S-4 will
comply as to form in all material respects with the requirements of the Securities Act and the Exchange Act, as applicable. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, no representation or warranty is made by Parent or Merger Sub with respect to statements made or incorporated by reference in the
Form S-4 or the Proxy Statement based on information supplied by the Company specifically for inclusion or incorporation by reference in the
Form S-4 or the Proxy Statement.

Section 4.07 Absence of Certain Changes or Events. Since the date of the most recent audited financial statements included in the Parent SEC
Documents filed by Parent and publicly available prior to the date of this Agreement, except (a) for liabilities incurred in connection with this
Agreement or the transactions contemplated hereby to the Company or (b) as disclosed in the Parent SEC Documents filed by Parent and
publicly available prior to the date of this Agreement, there has not been any change, effect, event, circumstance, occurrence or state of facts that
individually or in the aggregate has had or would reasonably be expected to have a Parent Material Adverse Effect.

Section 4.08 Litigation. There is no suit, action, claim, proceeding or investigation pending or, to the Knowledge of Parent, threatened against
Parent or any of its Subsidiaries that individually or in the aggregate has had or would reasonably be expected to have a Parent Material Adverse
Effect or prevent or materially delay the consummation of any of the transactions contemplated by this Agreement, nor is there any judgment,
decree, injunction, rule or order of any Governmental Authority or arbitrator outstanding against, or, to the Knowledge of Parent, investigation
by any Governmental Authority involving, Parent or any of its Subsidiaries that individually or in the aggregate has had or would reasonably be
expected to have a Parent Material Adverse Effect or prevent or materially delay the consummation of any of the transactions contemplated by
this Agreement.

Section 4.09 Compliance with Laws

(a) Parent and each of its Subsidiaries has been since December 31, 2001 and is in compliance with all Laws applicable to it, its properties or
other assets or its business or operations, except where any failures to be in compliance have not had or would not reasonably be expected to
have individually or in the aggregate a Parent Material Adverse Effect. None of Parent or any of its Subsidiaries has received, since December
31, 2001, a notice or other communication alleging or relating to a possible material violation of any Laws applicable to its businesses or
operations. Parent and its Subsidiaries have in effect all material Permits necessary to carry on their businesses as now conducted, and there has
occurred no material violation of, default (with or without notice or lapse of time or both) under, or event giving to others any right of
termination, amendment or cancellation of, with or without notice or lapse of time or both, any such Permit. There is no event which has
occurred that, to the Knowledge of Parent, would reasonably be expected to result in the revocation, cancellation, non-renewal or adverse
modification of any such Permit that individually or in the aggregate would reasonably be expected to cause a Parent Material Adverse Effect.
Assuming all Closing Consents are made or obtained, the Merger, in and of itself, would not cause the revocation or cancellation of any such
Permit.

(b) Parent and each of its officers and directors are in compliance with, and have complied, in all material respects with (i) the applicable
provisions of Sarbanes-Oxley and (ii) the applicable listing and corporate governance rules and regulations of the NYSE. Parent has previously
disclosed to the Company all of the information required to be disclosed by Parent and its officers and employees, including Parent s chief
executive officer and chief financial officer, to the Parent Board or any committee thereof pursuant to the certification requirements relating to
Annual Reports on Form 10-K and Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q. Parent and each of its Subsidiaries maintains a system of internal
accounting controls sufficient to comply with all legal and accounting requirements applicable to Parent and such Subsidiary.
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Section 4.10 No Business Activities. Merger Sub has not conducted any activities other than in connection with the organization of Merger Sub,
the negotiation and execution of this Agreement and the consummation of the transactions contemplated hereby.

Section 4.11 No Parent Vote Required. No vote or other action of the stockholders of Parent is required by Law, the Parent Articles or the Parent
By-laws or otherwise in order for Parent and Merger Sub to consummate the Merger and the transactions contemplated hereby.

Section 4.12 Taxes.

(a) Neither Parent nor any of its Subsidiaries has taken any action, has failed to take any action or has Knowledge of any fact or circumstance
that would reasonably be likely to prevent the Merger from qualifying as a reorganization under Section 368 of the Code.

(b) Merger Sub is a Delaware limited liability company all of the membership interests of which are owned by Parent and as to which Parent has
not elected to treat as a corporation for United States Federal income tax purposes.

ARTICLE V

Covenants Relating to Conduct of Business

Section 5.01 Conduct of Business.

(a) Conduct of Business by the Company. During the period from the date of this Agreement to the Effective Time, the Company shall, and shall
cause each of its Subsidiaries to, carry on its business in the ordinary course consistent with past practice and comply with all applicable Laws in
all material respects, and, to the extent consistent therewith, use its reasonable efforts to preserve intact its current business organizations, keep
available the services of its current officers, employees and consultants and preserve its relationships with customers, suppliers, licensors,
licensees, distributors and others having business dealings with it with the intention that its goodwill and ongoing business shall not be
materially impaired at the Effective Time. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, during the period from the date of this Agreement to
the Effective Time, except as provided in Section 5.01(a) of the Company Disclosure Letter and except as expressly contemplated by this
Agreement, the Company shall not, and shall not permit any of its Subsidiaries to, without Parent s prior written consent, which shall not be
unreasonably withheld or delayed:

(1) (A) declare, set aside or pay any dividends on, or make any other distributions (whether in cash, stock or property) in respect of, any of its
capital stock, other than dividends or distributions by a direct or indirect wholly owned Subsidiary of the Company to its parent, (B) split,
combine or reclassify any of its capital stock or issue or authorize the issuance of any other securities in respect of, in lieu of or in substitution
for shares of its capital stock or (C) purchase, redeem or otherwise acquire any shares of its capital stock or any other securities thereof or any
rights, warrants or options to acquire any such shares or other securities;
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(i1) issue, deliver, sell, grant, pledge or otherwise encumber or subject to any Lien any shares of its capital stock, any other voting securities or
any securities convertible into, or any rights, warrants or options to acquire, any such shares, voting securities or convertible securities, or any

phantom stock, phantom stock rights, stock appreciation rights or stock based performance units (other than (A) the issuance of shares of
Company Common Stock upon the exercise of Company Stock Options outstanding on the date hereof or granted after the date hereof in
accordance with clause (B) below, in either case in accordance with their terms on the date hereof (or on the date of grant, if later), and (B) the
grant of options to employees hired within one year prior to, or anytime after, the date hereof to acquire shares of Company Common Stock in
accordance with the Company s ordinary course of business consistent with past practice);
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(iii) amend the Company Certificate or the Company By-laws or the comparable charter or organizational documents of any of its Subsidiaries
or adopt a stockholders rights plan (i.e., poison pill );

(iv) directly or indirectly acquire (A) by merging or consolidating with, or by purchasing all of or a substantial equity interest in, or by any other
manner, any division, business or equity interest of any person or (B) any assets forming part of such a division or business that have a purchase
price in excess of $1,000,000 individually or $2,000,000 in the aggregate;

(v) sell, lease, license, mortgage, sell and leaseback or otherwise encumber or subject to any Lien or otherwise dispose of any of its properties or
other assets with a fair market value in excess of $2,000,000 individually or $5,000,000 in the aggregate to a third party (except (A) by incurring
Permitted Liens, (B) with respect to properties or other assets no longer used in the operation of the Company s business and/or (C) in the
ordinary course of business);

(vi) with respect to the Company s 2004 fiscal year, make any capital expenditure or expenditures not budgeted for in the Company s 2004 fiscal
year capital expenditure plan, a correct and complete copy of which shall have been provided to Parent prior to the date of this Agreement,
which (1) involves the purchase of any real property or (2) is in excess of $2,000,000 individually, or $5,000,000 in the aggregate;

(vii) (A) repurchase or prepay any indebtedness for borrowed money except as required by the terms of such indebtedness, (B) incur any
indebtedness for borrowed money or guarantee any such indebtedness of another person or issue or sell any debt securities or options, warrants,
calls or other rights to acquire any debt securities of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, guarantee any debt securities of another person,

enter into any keep well or other agreement to maintain any financial statement condition of another person or enter into any arrangement having
the economic effect of any of the foregoing or (C) make any loans, advances or capital contributions to, or investments in, any other person in
excess of $250,000 in the aggregate, other than in the Company or in or to any direct or indirect wholly-owned Subsidiary of the Company,

other than any loan or advance to any physician or physicians group up to $150,000, individually, or $500,000 in the aggregate for all such
physicians and physicians groups;

(viii) (A) pay, discharge, settle or satisfy any claims (including claims of stockholders), liabilities or obligations (whether absolute, accrued,
asserted or unasserted, contingent or otherwise) (1) in excess of $2,000,000 individually and $5,000,000 in the aggregate, other than in the
ordinary course of business consistent with past practice or (2) involving any material limitation on the conduct of the business of the Company
or its Subsidiaries or (B) waive or release any right of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries with a value in excess of $250,000;

(ix) enter into, modify, amend or terminate (A) any Contract which if so entered into, modified, amended or terminated would reasonably be
expected to (1) have a Company Material Adverse Effect, (2) impair in any material respect the ability of the Company to perform its obligations
under this Agreement or (3) prevent or materially delay the consummation of any of the transactions contemplated by this Agreement, (B) any
other Contract that involves the Company or any of its Subsidiaries incurring a liability in excess of $2,000,000 individually or $5,000,000 in the
aggregate and that is not terminable by the Company without penalty with one year or less notice (excluding contracts or amendments entered
into or made in the ordinary course of business with customers or Providers of the Company or its Subsidiaries), (C) any Contract by which the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries grants any license to Company Intellectual Property or (D) any Contract that contains a covenant restricting
the ability of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries (or which, following the consummation of the Merger, would restrict the ability of Parent or
any of its Subsidiaries, including the Surviving Entity and its Subsidiaries) to compete in any business or with any person or in any geographic
area;
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(x) enter into any Contract which if in effect as of the date hereof would be required to be disclosed pursuant to Section 3.10(b) hereof (other
than Contracts required to be disclosed pursuant to Section 3.10(b)(v)) to the extent consummation of the transactions contemplated by this
Agreement or compliance by the Company with the provisions of this Agreement would reasonably be expected to conflict with, or result in a
violation or breach of, or default (with or without notice or lapse of time or both) under, or give rise to a right of, or result in, termination,
cancellation or acceleration of any obligation or to a loss of a benefit under, or result in the creation of any Lien in or upon any of the properties
or other assets of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries under, or give rise to any increased, additional, accelerated or guaranteed right or
entitlement of any third party under, or result in any material alteration of, any provision of such Contract;

(xi) except as required to comply with applicable Law or any Contract disclosed in Section 3.12 of the Company Disclosure Letter, (A) increase
in any manner the compensation or fringe benefits of, or pay any bonus (other than the bonus payments described in Section 6.11(a) of the
Company Disclosure Letter) to, any current or former director, officer, employee or consultant of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, (B)
pay to any current or former director, officer, employee or consultant of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries any benefit not provided for
under any Contract or Company Plan other than the payment of cash compensation in the ordinary course of business consistent with past
practice, (C) grant any awards under any Company Plan (including the grant of stock options, stock appreciation rights, stock based or stock
related awards, performance units, Company RSUs, Company DSUs, or restricted stock or the removal of existing restrictions in any Contract or
Company Plan or awards made thereunder), (D) take any action to fund or in any other way secure the payment of compensation or benefits
under any Contract or Company Plan, (E) exercise any discretion to accelerate the vesting or payment of any compensation or benefit under any
Contract or Company Plan, (F) materially change any actuarial or other assumption used to calculate funding obligations with respect to any
Company Plan or change the manner in which contributions to any Company Plan are made or the basis on which such contributions are
determined or (G) adopt any new employee benefit plan or arrangement or amend, modify or terminate any existing Company Plan, in each case
for the benefit of any current or former director, officer, employee or consultant of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, other than required
by applicable Law or tax qualification requirement;

(xii) adopt or enter into any collective bargaining agreement or other labor union contract applicable to the employees of the Company or any of
its Subsidiaries;

(xiii) fail to use reasonable efforts to maintain existing insurance policies or comparable replacement policies to the extent available for a
reasonable cost;

(xiv) change its fiscal year, revalue any of its material assets, or make any changes in financial, actuarial, reserving, statutory or tax accounting
methods, principles or practices, except in each case as required by GAAP or applicable Law;

(xv) make any material tax election or settle or compromise any material tax liability, or agree to an extension of a statute of limitations with
respect to material taxes;

(xvi) make any material change in the investment, reserving, hedging, underwriting or claims administration policies, practices or principles,
except as may be appropriate to conform to changes in applicable Law or GAAP;

(xvii) terminate, amend or otherwise modify any agreement entered into by the Company, at the request of Parent after the date hereof, with any
individual party to a New Employment Agreement; or
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(b) Conduct of Business by Parent. During the period from the date of this Agreement to the Effective Time, Parent shall not (i) amend the
Parent Articles or the Parent By-laws in a manner materially adverse to the Company s stockholders or (ii) declare, set aside or pay any dividends
on, or make any other
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distributions (whether in cash, stock or property) in respect of, any of its capital stock, other than (A) dividends or distributions by a direct or
indirect wholly owned Subsidiary of Parent to its parent or (B) regular cash dividends paid in the ordinary course of business consistent with
past practice.

(c) Other Actions. Except as otherwise contemplated or permitted by this Agreement, the Company and Parent shall not, and shall not permit any
of their respective Subsidiaries to, take any action that would reasonably be expected to result in (i) any of the representations and warranties of
such party set forth in this Agreement that are qualified by materiality, Company Material Adverse Effect or Parent Material Adverse Effect, as
the case may be, becoming untrue, (ii) any of such representations and warranties that are not so qualified becoming untrue in any material
respect or (iii) any of the conditions to the Merger set forth in Article VII not being satisfied.

(d) Advice of Changes; Filings. Each of the Company and Parent shall as promptly as practicable advise the other party orally and in writing
upon obtaining Knowledge of (i) any representation or warranty made by it (and, in the case of Parent, made by Merger Sub) contained in this
Agreement that is qualified as to materiality, Company Material Adverse Effect or Parent Material Adverse Effect, as the case may be, becoming
untrue or inaccurate in any respect or any representation or warranty that is not so qualified becoming untrue or inaccurate in any material
respect or (ii) the failure of it (and, in the case of Parent, of Merger Sub) to comply with or satisfy in any respect any covenant, condition or
agreement to be complied with or satisfied by it under this Agreement; provided, however that no such notification shall affect the
representations, warranties, covenants or agreements of the parties (or remedies with respect thereto) or the conditions to the obligations of the
parties under this Agreement. The Company and Parent shall promptly provide the other copies of all filings made by such party with any
Governmental Authority in connection with this Agreement and the transactions contemplated hereby.

Section 5.02 No Solicitation by the Company.

(a) The Company shall not, nor shall it authorize or permit any of its Subsidiaries, any of its or their respective directors, officers, employees or
any investment banker, financial advisor, attorney, accountant or other advisor, agent or representative retained by the Company or any
Subsidiary in connection with the transactions contemplated by this Agreement (collectively, Representatives ) to, directly or indirectly through
another person, (i) solicit, initiate, cause, knowingly encourage, or knowingly facilitate, any inquiries or the making of any proposal that
constitutes or is reasonably likely to lead to a Company Takeover Proposal or (ii) participate in any discussions or negotiations regarding any
Company Takeover Proposal, or furnish to any person any information in connection with or in furtherance of any Company Takeover Proposal.
Without limiting the foregoing, it is agreed that any violation of the restrictions set forth in the preceding sentence by any Representative of the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries shall be a breach of this Section 5.02(a) by the Company. The Company shall, and shall cause its
Subsidiaries and instruct its Representatives to, immediately cease and cause to be terminated all existing discussions or negotiations with any
person conducted heretofore with respect to any Company Takeover Proposal and request the prompt return or destruction of all confidential
information previously furnished. Notwithstanding the foregoing, at any time prior to obtaining the Company Stockholder Approval (and in no
event after obtaining such Company Stockholder Approval), in response to an unsolicited bona fide written Company Takeover Proposal made
after the date hereof that the Company Board determines in good faith (after receiving advice of a financial advisor of nationally recognized
reputation and of its outside counsel) constitutes or is reasonably likely to constitute a Company Superior Proposal, the Company may, if the
Company Board determines in good faith (after receiving advice of its outside counsel) that it is necessary to do so in order to comply with its
fiduciary duties to the stockholders of the Company under applicable Law, and subject to compliance with Section 5.02(c) and after giving
Parent two business days written notice of such determination, (A) furnish information with respect to the Company and its Subsidiaries to the
person making such Company Takeover Proposal (and its Representatives) pursuant to a customary confidentiality agreement not less restrictive
of such person than the Confidentiality Agreement, provided that all such information (to the extent that such information has not been
previously provided or made available to Parent) is provided or made available to Parent, as the case may be, prior to or substantially
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concurrent with the time it is provided or made available to such person, as the case may be, and (B) participate in discussions or negotiations
with the person making such Company Takeover Proposal (and its Representatives) regarding such Company Takeover Proposal.

For purposes of this Agreement, Company Takeover Proposal shall mean any inquiry, proposal or offer, whether or not conditional and whether
or not withdrawn, (a) for a merger, consolidation, dissolution, recapitalization or other business combination involving the Company, (b) for the
issuance of 20% or more of the equity securities of the Company as consideration for the assets or securities of another person or (c) to acquire

in any manner, directly or indirectly, 20% or more of the equity securities of the Company or assets (including equity securities of any

Subsidiary of the Company) that represent 20% or more of the total consolidated assets of the Company, other than the transactions

contemplated by this Agreement.

For purposes of this Agreement, Company Superior Proposal shall mean any bona fide written offer made by a third party, that if consummated
would result in such person (or its stockholders) owning, directly or indirectly, greater than 50% of the shares of Company Common Stock then
outstanding (or of the surviving entity in a merger or the direct or indirect parent of the surviving entity in a merger) or all or substantially all of
the total consolidated assets of the Company (i) on terms which the Company Board determines in good faith (after receiving advice of a

financial advisor of nationally recognized reputation and of its outside counsel and in light of all relevant circumstances, including, without
limitation, all the terms and conditions of such proposal and this Agreement) to be more favorable to the stockholders of the Company from a
financial point of view than the transactions contemplated by this Agreement and (ii) which is reasonably likely to be completed, taking into
account any financing and approval requirements and all other financial, legal, regulatory and other aspects of such proposal.

(b) Neither the Company Board nor any committee thereof shall (i) (A) withdraw (or modify in a manner adverse to Parent), or propose to
withdraw (or modify in a manner adverse to Parent), the approval, recommendation or declaration of advisability by such Company Board or
any such committee thereof of this Agreement or the Merger (it being understood that taking a neutral position or no position with respect to a
Company Takeover Proposal shall be considered an adverse modification) or (B) recommend, adopt or approve, or propose publicly to
recommend, adopt or approve, any Company Takeover Proposal (any action described in this clause (i) being referred to as a Company Adverse
Recommendation Change ) or (ii) approve or recommend, or propose to approve or recommend, or allow the Company or any of its Subsidiaries
to execute or enter into, any letter of intent, memorandum of understanding, agreement in principle, merger agreement, acquisition agreement,
option agreement, joint venture agreement, partnership agreement or other similar agreement constituting or related to, any Company Takeover
Proposal (other than a confidentiality agreement pursuant to Section 5.02(a)). Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Company Board may make a
Company Adverse Recommendation Change if such Company Board determines in good faith (after receiving advice of its outside counsel) that
it is necessary to do so in order to comply with its fiduciary duties to the stockholders of the Company under applicable Law; provided, however,
that no Company Adverse Recommendation Change may be made in response to a Company Takeover Proposal until after the fifth business day
following Parent s receipt of written notice from the Company (an Adverse Recommendation Notice ) advising Parent that the Company Board
has determined that such Company Takeover Proposal is a Company Superior Proposal, that the Company Board intends to make such

Company Adverse Recommendation Change and containing all information required by Section 5.02(c), together with copies of any written
offer or proposal in respect of such Company Superior Proposal (it being understood and agreed that any amendment to the financial terms or
other material terms of such Company Superior Proposal shall require a new Adverse Recommendation Notice and a new five (5) business day
period). In determining whether to make a Company Adverse Recommendation Change in response to a Company Superior Proposal, the
Company Board shall take into account any changes to the terms of this Agreement proposed by Parent (in response to an Adverse
Recommendation Notice or otherwise) in determining whether such third party Company Takeover Proposal still constitutes a Company
Superior Proposal.
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(c) In addition to the obligations of the Company set forth in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Section 5.02, the Company shall promptly advise
Parent orally and in writing of any request for information or other inquiry that the Company reasonably believes could lead to any Company
Takeover Proposal, the terms and conditions of any such request, Company Takeover Proposal or inquiry (including any changes thereto) and
the identity of the person making any such request, Company Takeover Proposal or inquiry. The Company shall promptly keep Parent fully
informed of the status and details (including any change to the terms thereof) of any such request, Company Takeover Proposal or inquiry.

(d) Nothing contained in this Section 5.02 shall prohibit the Company from (i) taking and disclosing to its stockholders a position contemplated
by Rule 14e-2(a) or Item 1012(a) of Regulation M-A promulgated under the Exchange Act or (ii) making any required disclosure to the
stockholders of the Company if, in the good faith judgment of the Company Board (after receiving advice of its outside counsel), failure to so
disclose would be inconsistent with its obligations under applicable Law.

ARTICLE VI

Additional Agreements

Section 6.01 Preparation of the Form S-4 and the Proxy Statement; Stockholder Meetings.

(a) As soon as practicable following the date of this Agreement, the Company shall prepare and file with the SEC the Proxy Statement and
Parent shall prepare and Parent shall file with the SEC the Form S-4, in which the Proxy Statement will be included as a prospectus. Each of the
Company and Parent will respond promptly to any comments from the SEC or the staff of the SEC on the Proxy Statement or the Form S-4.
Each of the Company and Parent shall use its reasonable efforts to have the Form S-4 declared effective under the Securities Act as promptly as
practicable after such filing and keep the Form S-4 effective for so long as necessary to consummate the Merger. The Company shall use its
reasonable efforts to cause the Proxy Statement to be mailed to the stockholders of the Company as promptly as practicable after the Form S-4 is
declared effective under the Securities Act (but in no event later than three business days after the date the Form S-4 is declared effective).
Parent shall also take any action required to be taken under any applicable state securities Laws in connection with the issuance of shares of
Parent Common Stock in the Merger, and the Company shall furnish all information concerning the Company and the holders of shares of
Company Common Stock as may be reasonably requested by Parent in connection with any such action. No filing of, or amendment or
supplement to, the Form S-4 will be made by Parent, and no filing of, or amendment or supplement to the Proxy Statement will made by the
Company, without providing the other party and its counsel a reasonable opportunity to review and comment thereon. If at any time prior to the
Effective Time any information relating to the Company or Parent, or any of their respective Affiliates, directors or officers, should be
discovered by the Company or Parent which should be set forth in an amendment or supplement to either the Form S-4 or the Proxy Statement,
so that either such document would not include any misstatement of a material fact or omit to state any material fact necessary to make the
statements therein, in light of the circumstances under which they were made, not misleading, the party which discovers such information shall
promptly notify the other parties hereto and an appropriate amendment or supplement describing such information shall be promptly filed with
the SEC and, to the extent required by Law, disseminated to the stockholders of the Company. The parties shall notify each other promptly of
the receipt of any comments from the SEC or the staff of the SEC and of any request by the SEC or the staff of the SEC for amendments or
supplements to the Proxy Statement or the Form S-4 or for additional information and shall supply each other with copies of (i) all
correspondence between it or any of its Representatives, on the one hand, and the SEC or the staff of the SEC, on the other hand, with respect to
the Proxy Statement, the Form S-4 or the Merger and (ii) all orders of the SEC relating to the Form S-4.

(b) The Company shall, as soon as practicable following the date of this Agreement, establish a record date for and promptly take any and all
actions in connection therewith, and as soon as practicable after the
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Form S-4 is declared effective, duly call, give notice of, convene and hold, a meeting of its stockholders (the Company Stockholders Meeting )
solely for the purpose of obtaining the Company Stockholder Approval. Subject to Section 5.02(b), the Company shall, through the Company
Board, recommend to its stockholders adoption of this Agreement, the Merger and the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement.
Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the Company s obligations pursuant to the first sentence of this Section 6.01(b) shall not be
affected by (i) the commencement, public proposal, public disclosure or communication to the Company of any Company Takeover Proposal or
(i1) any Company Adverse Recommendation Change.

Section 6.02 Access to Information; Confidentiality.

(a) Each party shall afford to the other parties hereto, and the other parties Representatives, reasonable access during normal business hours
during the period prior to the Effective Time or the termination of this Agreement to all its and its Subsidiaries properties, books, contracts,
commitments, personnel and records and, during such period, each party shall furnish promptly to the others (a) a copy of each report, schedule,
registration statement and other document filed by such party during such period pursuant to the requirements of Federal or state securities Laws
and (b) consistent with its legal obligations all other information concerning such party and its Subsidiaries business, properties and personnel as
the other party may reasonably request; provided, however, that either party may restrict the foregoing access to the extent that any law, treaty,
rule or regulation of any Governmental Authority applicable to such party requires such party or its Subsidiaries to restrict access to any
properties or information. Except for disclosures expressly permitted by the terms of the confidentiality agreement, dated as of March 17, 2004,
between Parent and the Company (as it may be amended from time to time, the Confidentiality Agreement ), each party shall hold, and shall
cause its Representatives to hold, all information received from the other party, directly or indirectly, in confidence in accordance with the
Confidentiality Agreement. No investigation pursuant to this Section 6.02 or information provided, made available or received by any party
hereto pursuant to this Agreement will affect any of the representations or warranties of the parties hereto contained in this Agreement or the
conditions hereunder to the obligations of the parties hereto.

(b) In addition to and without limiting the foregoing, from the date hereof until the Effective Time, the Company shall furnish to Parent, within
fifteen (15) business days after the end of each month, the standard monthly reporting package set forth in Section 6.02(b) of the Company
Disclosure Letter.

Section 6.03 Reasonable Best Efforts. Upon the terms and subject to the conditions set forth in this Agreement, each of the parties agrees to use
its reasonable best efforts to take, or cause to be taken, all actions, and to do, or cause to be done, and to assist and cooperate with the other
parties in doing, all things necessary, proper or advisable to consummate and make effective, in the most expeditious manner practicable, the
Merger and the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement, including using reasonable best efforts to accomplish the following: (a) the
taking of all acts necessary to cause the conditions to Closing to be satisfied as promptly as practicable, (b) the obtaining of all necessary actions
or nonactions, waivers, consents and approvals from Governmental Authorities and the making of all necessary registrations and filings
(including filings with Governmental Authorities, if any) and the taking of all steps as may be necessary to obtain an approval or waiver from, or
to avoid an action or proceeding by any Governmental Authority, (c) the obtaining of all necessary consents, approvals or waivers from third
parties and (d) the execution and delivery of any additional instruments necessary to consummate the transactions contemplated by, and to fully
carry out the purposes of, this Agreement. In connection with and without limiting the first sentence of this Section 6.03, each of the Company
and the Company Board and Parent and the Parent Board shall (i) take all action reasonably necessary to ensure that no state takeover statute or
similar statute or regulation is or becomes applicable to this Agreement, the Merger or any of the other transactions contemplated by this
Agreement and (ii) if any state takeover statute or similar statute becomes applicable to this Agreement, the Merger or any of the other
transactions contemplated by this Agreement, take all action reasonably necessary to ensure that the Merger and the other transactions
contemplated by this Agreement may be consummated as promptly as practicable on the terms contemplated by this Agreement and otherwise to
minimize the effect of such statute or regulation on this Agreement, the Merger
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and the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement. Notwithstanding the foregoing or anything else to the contrary in this Agreement,
nothing shall be deemed to require Parent to (A) agree to, or proffer to, divest or hold separate any assets or any portion of any business of

Parent or any of its Subsidiaries or, assuming the consummation of the Merger, the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, (B) not compete in any
geographic area or line of business, (C) restrict the manner in which, or whether, Parent, the Company, the Surviving Entity or any of their
respective Affiliates may carry on business in any part of the world or (D) agree to any terms or conditions that would impose any obligations on
Parent or any of its Subsidiaries or, assuming the consummation of the Merger, the Company or any of its Subsidiaries, to maintain facilities,
operations, places of business, employment levels, products or businesses, which, in the case of any of clauses (A) through (D), (i) would have,

or would be reasonably likely to have, individually or in the aggregate, a material adverse effect on the Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as a
whole, or on Parent and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole (it being agreed that in the case of measuring the effect on Parent and its Subsidiaries

in this clause (i), (A) Subsidiaries shall not include the Company or its Subsidiaries, (B) material adverse effect shall be the level of, and shall be
measured as to, what would have, or would be reasonably likely to have, a material adverse effect on the Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as
a whole, and not the level or measure of what would have, or would be reasonably likely to have, a material adverse effect on Parent and its
Subsidiaries, taken as a whole, and (C) the effect shall be with respect to Parent and its Subsidiaries) or (ii) would, or would be reasonably likely
to, materially impair the benefits sought to be derived by Parent from the transactions contemplated by this Agreement, including the Merger.

Section 6.04 Indemnification, Exculpation and Insurance.

(a) All rights to indemnification and exculpation from liabilities for acts or omissions occurring at or prior to the Effective Time now existing in
favor of the current or former directors, officers and employees of the Company and its Subsidiaries (the Indemnified Parties ) as provided in the
Company Certificate or the Company By-laws (in each case, as in effect on the date hereof) shall be assumed by the Surviving Entity in the
Merger, without further action, as of the Effective Time and shall survive the Merger and shall continue in full force and effect in accordance

with their terms. Parent shall indemnify and hold harmless, and provide advancement of expenses to the Indemnified Parties to the same extent
such persons are indemnified or have the right to advancement of expenses as of the date hereof by the Company pursuant to the Company
Certificate and the Company By-laws.

(b) For six years after the Effective Time, Parent shall maintain in effect the Company s current directors and officers liability insurance in
respect of acts or omissions occurring at or prior to the Effective Time, (including for acts or omissions occurring in connection with the

approval of this Agreement and the consummation of the transactions contemplated hereby) covering the Indemnified Parties currently covered

by the Company s directors and officers liability insurance policy (a correct and complete copy of which has been heretofore made available to
Parent), on terms with respect to such coverage and amount no less favorable than those of such policy in effect on the date hereof; provided,
however, that Parent may substitute therefor policies of Parent containing terms with respect to coverage and amount no less favorable to such
Indemnified Parties; provided, further, however, that in satisfying its obligation under this Section 6.04(b) Parent shall not be obligated to pay
aggregate premiums in excess of 300% of the amount paid by the Company in its last full fiscal year (which premiums are hereby represented

and warranted by the Company to be approximately $7,210,000), it being understood and agreed that Parent shall nevertheless be obligated to
provide such coverage as may be obtained for such 300% amount.

(c) The covenants contained in this Section 6.04 are intended to be for the benefit of, and shall be enforceable by, each of the Indemnified Parties
and their respective heirs and legal representatives, and shall not be deemed exclusive of any other rights to which an Indemnified Party is
entitled, whether pursuant to Law, contract or otherwise.

Section 6.05 Fees and Expenses. All fees and expenses incurred in connection with this Agreement, the Merger and the other transactions
contemplated by this Agreement shall be paid by the party incurring such fees or expenses, whether or not the Merger is consummated, except
that each of the Company and Parent shall bear
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and pay one-half of (a) the costs and expenses incurred in connection with filing, printing and mailing the Form S-4 and (b) the filing fees for the
premerger notification and report forms under the HSR Act.

Section 6.06 Public Announcements. Parent and the Company shall consult with each other before issuing, and give each other the opportunity to
review and comment upon, any press release or other public statements with respect to the transactions contemplated by this Agreement,
including the Merger, and shall not issue any such press release or make any such public statement prior to such consultation, except as may be
required by applicable Law, court process or by obligations pursuant to any listing agreement with any national securities exchange or national
securities quotation system. The parties agree that the initial press release to be issued with respect to the transactions contemplated by this
Agreement shall be in the form heretofore agreed to by the parties.

Section 6.07 Affiliates. Prior to the Effective Time the Company shall deliver to Parent a letter identifying all persons who will be at the time this
Agreement is submitted for adoption by the stockholders of the Company, affiliates of the Company for purposes of Rule 145 under the
Securities Act and applicable SEC rules and regulations. The Company shall use its reasonable efforts to cause each such person to deliver to
Parent at least 10 days prior to the Closing Date a written agreement substantially in the form attached as Exhibit B.

Section 6.08 Stock Exchange Listing. Parent shall use its reasonable efforts to cause the shares of Parent Common Stock to be issued in the
Merger to be approved for listing on the NYSE, subject to official notice of issuance, prior to the Closing Date.

Section 6.09 Tax-Free Reorganization Treatment. The Company, Parent and Merger Sub shall execute and deliver to each of Sullivan &
Cromwell LLP, special counsel to the Company, and Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, special counsel to Parent and Merger Sub,
customary representation letters, substantially in the forms attached hereto as Exhibits C and D, at such time or times as reasonably requested by
each such law firm in connection with its delivery of the opinion referred to in Section 7.02(e) or Section 7.03(c), as the case may be. Prior to the
Effective Time, none of the Company, Parent or Merger Sub shall take or cause to be taken any action which would cause to be untrue any of
the representations in such representation letters. The parties intend the Merger to qualify as a reorganization under Section 368(a) of the Code
and each party shall, and shall cause each of its respective Subsidiaries to, use reasonable efforts to cause the Merger to so qualify.

Section 6.10 Stockholder Litigation. The Company shall promptly advise Parent orally and in writing of any stockholder litigation against the
Company and/or its directors relating to this Agreement, the Merger and/or the transactions contemplated by this Agreement and shall keep
Parent fully informed regarding any such stockholder litigation. The Company shall give Parent the opportunity to consult with the Company
regarding the defense or settlement of any such stockholder litigation, shall give due consideration to Parent s advice with respect to such
stockholder litigation and shall not settle any such litigation prior to such consultation and consideration; provided, however, that the Company
further will not, without Parent s prior written consent, settle any stockholder litigation (a) for an amount greater than $2,000,000, individually,
and $5,000,000 in the aggregate or (b) that involves or has the effect of imposing any remedy or restriction upon the Company or any of its
Subsidiaries other than monetary damages.

Section 6.11 Employee Matters.

(a) Parent agrees to honor, or cause the Surviving Entity to honor, from and after the Effective Time any bonus payments for the Company s
2004 fiscal year (or any portion thereof) under the bonus plans set forth in Section 6.11 of the Company Disclosure Letter in accordance with
their terms as in effect immediately before the Effective Time and as set forth in Section 6.11 of the Company Disclosure Letter, and the other
bonus payments set forth in Section 6.11 of the Company Disclosure Letter.
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with the Surviving Entity or any of Parent s Subsidiaries (the Affected Employees ), compensation and employee benefits no less favorable in the
aggregate than, at Parent s election from time to time, those provided (i) pursuant to the Company s and its Subsidiaries compensation and
employee benefit policies, plans and programs immediately prior to the Effective Time or (ii) to similarly situated employees of Parent and its
Subsidiaries.

(c) For all purposes, with respect to any benefit plan, program, arrangement (including any employee benefit plan (as defined in Section 3(3) of
ERISA) and any vacation program), other than under Parent s retiree medical benefit plan and Parent s 2002 Stock Incentive Plan (or any
successor plan thereto), Parent shall, and shall cause the Surviving Entity to, recognize the service with the Company and its Subsidiaries prior

to the Effective Time of the Affected Employees for purposes of such plan, program or arrangement; provided, however, that such recognition
shall not result in a duplication of benefits. Parent agrees to honor, or cause the Surviving Entity to honor, all vacation and sick leave accrued by
Affected Employees as of the Effective Time.

(d) With respect to any welfare plan in which employees of the Company and its Subsidiaries are eligible to participate after the Effective Time,
Parent shall, and shall cause the Surviving Entity to, (i) waive all limitations as to preexisting conditions, exclusions and waiting periods with
respect to participation and coverage requirements applicable to such employees to the extent such conditions were satisfied under the welfare
plans of the Company and its Subsidiaries prior to the Effective Time, and (ii) provide each such employee with credit for any co-payments and
deductibles paid prior to the Effective Time in satisfying any analogous deductible or out-of-pocket requirements to the extent applicable under
any such plan.

(e) Prior to the Effective Time, the Company shall, if requested to do so by Parent, terminate one or both of its defined contribution 401(k) plans.
Parent shall provide, or cause the Surviving Entity to provide, that the Affected Employees are eligible to participate in a defined contribution
401(k) plan immediately following the Effective Time and that such defined contribution plan shall accept eligible rollover distributions for
Affected Employees from a terminated Company defined contribution 401(k) plan.

Section 6.12 Employment Agreements. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement, the Company shall use its reasonable best
efforts to cause each of the Covered Employees not to repudiate or otherwise breach the New Employment Agreement to which such Covered
Employee is a party. If at any time after June 15, 2004, Parent requests that the Company enter into an agreement substantially in the form of
Annex A to the New Employment Agreements with any Covered Employee who is a party to a New Employment Agreement, the Company
shall promptly (but in no event later than three (3) business days after such request) enter into and become a party to such agreement (assuming
that such Covered Employee also executes the agreement).

Section 6.13 Standstill Agreements, Confidentiality Agreements, Anti-takeover Provisions. During the period from the date of this Agreement
through the Effective Time, the Company will not terminate, amend, modify or waive any provision of any agreement required to be disclosed
pursuant to Section 3.10(b)(v) hereof to which it or any of its Subsidiaries is a party, other than the Confidentiality Agreement pursuant to its
terms or by written agreement of the parties thereto. During such period, the Company shall enforce, to the fullest extent permitted under
applicable Law, the provisions of any such agreement, including by obtaining injunctions to prevent any material breaches of such agreements
and to enforce specifically the material terms and provisions thereof in any court of the United States of America or of any state having
jurisdiction. In addition, the Company will not approve a Company Takeover Proposal or Company Superior Proposal for purposes of Section
203 of the DGCL.

Section 6.14 Cooperation. Each of the Company and its Subsidiaries will, and will cause each of its Representatives to, use its reasonable
efforts, subject to applicable Laws, to cooperate with and assist Parent and Merger Sub in connection with planning the integration of the
Company and its Subsidiaries and their respective employees with the business operations of Parent and its Subsidiaries.

Table of Contents 281



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

A-35

Table of Contents 282



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

Section 6.15 Letters of the Accountants.

(a) The Company shall use its reasonable efforts to cause to be delivered to Parent a letter from the Company s independent accountants dated a
date on or prior to (but no more than two (2) business days prior to) the date on which the Form S-4 shall become effective addressed to Parent
and the Company, in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to Parent and customary in scope and substance for comfort letters delivered by
independent public accountants in connection with registration statements similar to the Form S-4; provided that the failure of such a letter to be
delivered by the Company s independent accountants shall not result in a failure of a condition to Closing (including Section 7.02(b) hereof).

(b) Parent shall use its reasonable efforts to cause to be delivered to the Company a letter from Parent s independent accountants dated a date on
or prior to (but no more than two (2) business days prior to) the date on which the Form S-4 shall become effective addressed to the Company
and Parent, in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to the Company and customary in scope and substance for comfort letters delivered by
independent public accountants in connection with registration statements similar to the Form S-4; provided that the failure of such a letter to be
delivered by Parent s independent accounts shall not result in a failure of a condition to Closing (including Section 7.03(b) hereof).

ARTICLE VII

Conditions Precedent

Section 7.01 Conditions to Each Party s Obligation to Effect the Merger. The respective obligation of each party to effect the Merger is subject
to the satisfaction or waiver on or prior to the Closing Date of the following conditions:

(a) Stockholder Approval. The Company Stockholder Approval shall have been obtained.

(b) Stock Exchange Listing. The shares of Parent Common Stock issuable to the stockholders of the Company as contemplated by this
Agreement shall have been approved for listing on the NYSE, subject to official notice of issuance.

(c) Antitrust. The waiting period (and any extension thereof) applicable to the Merger under the HSR Act or any other applicable competition,
merger control, antitrust or similar Law shall have been terminated or shall have expired.

(d) No Injunctions or Restraints. No temporary restraining order, preliminary or permanent injunction or other judgment, order or decree issued
by any court of competent jurisdiction or other statute, law, rule, legal restraint or prohibition (collectively, Restraints ) shall be in effect
preventing the consummation of the Merger.

(e) Form S-4. The Form S-4 shall have become effective under the Securities Act and shall not be the subject of any stop order or proceedings
seeking a stop order.
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(f) Closing Consents. The consents, authorizations, orders, permits and approvals listed on Exhibit E hereto shall have been obtained and shall be
in full force and effect.

Section 7.02 Conditions to Obligations of Parent and Merger Sub. The obligations of Parent and Merger Sub to effect the Merger are further
subject to the satisfaction or waiver on or prior to the Closing Date of the following conditions:

(a) Representations and Warranties. The representations and warranties of the Company contained in this Agreement (other than the
representations and warranties of the Company set forth in Section 3.03) shall be true and correct as of the date of this Agreement and as of the
Closing Date as though made on the Closing Date (without regard to materiality or Company Material Adverse Effect qualifiers contained
therein), except to the extent such representations and warranties expressly relate to an earlier date, in which
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case as of such earlier date, except where the failure of the representations and warranties to be true and correct individually or in the aggregate,
has not had and would not reasonably be expected to have a Company Material Adverse Effect. The representations and warranties of the
Company set forth in Section 3.03 shall be true and correct in all respects (subject to de minimis exceptions for breaches involving discrepancies
of no more than 15,000 shares of Company Common Stock, stock options in the aggregate covering no more than 5,000 shares of Company
Common Stock, 0 Company RSUs or 0 Company DSUs, respectively) as of the date of this Agreement and as of the Closing Date as though
made on the Closing Date. Parent shall have received a certificate signed on behalf of the Company by the chief executive officer and the chief
financial officer of the Company to the effect of the foregoing two sentences.

(b) Performance of Obligations of the Company. The Company shall have performed in all material respects all obligations required to be
performed by it under this Agreement at or prior to the Closing Date, and Parent shall have received a certificate signed on behalf of the
Company by the chief executive officer and the chief financial officer of the Company to such effect.

(c) No Litigation. There shall not be pending or threatened any suit, action or proceeding by any Governmental Authority (i) challenging the
acquisition by Parent or Merger Sub of any shares of Company Common Stock, seeking to restrain or prohibit the consummation of the Merger,
seeking to place limitations on the ownership of shares of Company Common Stock (or shares of capital stock of the Surviving Entity) by Parent
or Merger Sub, (ii) seeking to (A) prohibit or limit the ownership or operation by the Company or any of its Subsidiaries or by Parent or any of
its Subsidiaries of any portion of any business or of any assets of the Company and its Subsidiaries or Parent and its Subsidiaries, (B) compel the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries or Parent or any of its Subsidiaries to divest or hold separate any portion of any business or of any assets of
the Company and its Subsidiaries or Parent and its Subsidiaries, as a result of the Merger or (C) impose any obligations on Parent or any of its
Subsidiaries or the Company or any of its Subsidiaries to maintain facilities, operations, places of business, employment levels, products or
businesses or (iii) seeking to obtain from the Company, Parent or Merger Sub any damages, which in the case of clauses (ii) and (iii) above (x)
would have, or would be reasonably likely to have, individually or in the aggregate, a material adverse effect on the Company and its
Subsidiaries, taken as a whole, or on Parent and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole (it being agreed that in the case of measuring the effect on
Parent and its Subsidiaries in this clause (x), (A) Subsidiaries shall not include the Company or its Subsidiaries, (B) material adverse effect shall
be the level of, and shall be measured as to, what would have, or would be reasonably likely to have, a material adverse effect on the Company
and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole, and not the level or measure of what would have, or would be reasonably likely to have, a material
adverse effect on Parent and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole, and (C) the effect shall be with respect to Parent and its Subsidiaries) or (y)
would, or would be reasonably likely to, materially impair the benefits sought to be derived by Parent from the transactions contemplated by this
Agreement, including the Merger.

(d) Restraint. No Restraint that would reasonably be expected to result, directly or indirectly, in any of the effects referred to in Section 7.02(c)
shall be in effect.

(e) Tax Opinion. Parent shall have received from Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, special counsel to Parent, on the Closing Date, an
opinion in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to Parent and dated as of the Closing Date, to the effect that the Merger will qualify for
United States Federal income tax purposes as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code. The issuance of such opinion
shall be conditioned upon the receipt by Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP of customary representation letters from each of Parent,
Merger Sub, and the Company, in each case, in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to such counsel. Each such representation letter shall
be dated on or before the date of such opinion and shall not have been withdrawn or modified in any material respect. The opinion condition
referred to in this Section 7.02(e) shall not be waivable after receipt of the Company Stockholder Approval, unless further stockholder approval
of the Company s stockholders is obtained with appropriate disclosure.
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(f) Closing Consents. The consents, authorizations, orders, permits and approvals listed on Exhibit E hereto shall have been obtained and shall be
in full force and effect, without any conditions, restrictions, requirements or change of regulation or any other action taken, which (if
implemented), (i) would have, or would be reasonably likely to have, individually or in the aggregate, a material adverse effect on the Company
and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole, or on Parent and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole (it being agreed that in the case of measuring the effect
on Parent and its Subsidiaries in this clause (i), (A) Subsidiaries shall not include the Company or its Subsidiaries, (B) material adverse effect
shall be the level of, and shall be measured as to, what would have, or would be reasonably likely to have, a material adverse effect on the
Company and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole, and not the level or measure of what would have, or would be reasonably likely to have, a

material adverse effect on Parent and its Subsidiaries, taken as a whole, and (C) the effect shall be with respect to Parent and its Subsidiaries) or
(ii) would, or would be reasonably likely to, materially impair the benefits sought to be derived by Parent from the transactions contemplated by
this Agreement, including the Merger.

Section 7.03 Conditions to Obligation of the Company. The obligation of the Company to effect the Merger is further subject to the satisfaction
or waiver on or prior to the Closing Date of the following conditions:

(a) Representations and Warranties. The representations and warranties of Parent and Merger Sub contained in this Agreement shall be true and
correct as of the date of this Agreement and as of the Closing Date as though made on the Closing Date (without regard to materiality or Parent
Material Adverse Effect qualifiers contained therein), except to the extent such representations and warranties expressly relate to an earlier date,
in which case as of such earlier date, except where the failure of the representations and warranties to be true and correct individually or in the
aggregate, has not had and would not reasonably be expected to have a Parent Material Adverse Effect. The Company shall have received a
certificate signed on behalf of Parent by an executive officer of Parent to such effect.

(b) Performance of Obligations of Parent and Merger Sub. Parent and Merger Sub shall have performed in all material respects all obligations
required to be performed by them under this Agreement at or prior to the Closing Date, and the Company shall have received a certificate signed
on behalf of Parent by an executive officer of Parent to such effect.

(¢) Tax Opinion. The Company shall have received from Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, special counsel to the Company, on the Closing Date, an
opinion in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to the Company and dated as of the Closing Date, to the effect that the Merger will qualify
for United States Federal income tax purposes as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code. The issuance of such
opinion shall be conditioned upon the receipt by Sullivan and Cromwell LLP of customary representation letters from each of Parent, Merger
Sub, and the Company, in each case, in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to such counsel. Each such representation letter shall be
dated on or before the date of such opinion and shall not have been withdrawn or modified in any material respect. The opinion condition
referred to in this Section 7.03(c) shall not be waivable after receipt of the Company Stockholder Approval, unless further stockholder approval
of the Company s stockholders is obtained with appropriate disclosure.

Section 7.04 Frustration of Closing Conditions. None of the Company, Parent or Merger Sub may rely on the failure of any condition set forth
in Sections 7.01, 7.02 or 7.03, as the case may be, to be satisfied if such failure was caused by such party s failure to use its reasonable best
efforts to consummate the Merger and the other transactions contemplated by this Agreement, as required by and subject to Section 6.03.
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ARTICLE VIII

Termination, Amendment and Waiver

Section 8.01 Termination. This Agreement may be terminated at any time prior to the Effective Time, whether before or after receipt of the
Company Stockholder Approval:

(a) by mutual written consent of Parent and the Company;

(b) by either Parent or the Company:

(1) if the Merger shall not have been consummated on or before December 31, 2004 (the Termination Date ); provided, however, that if on
December 31, 2004 the condition to Closing set forth in Sections 7.01(c) or 7.02(c) shall not have been satisfied because of action by a
Governmental Authority seeking to restrain, enjoin or prohibit the Merger but all other conditions to Closing shall have been satisfied (or in the
case of conditions that by their terms are to be satisfied at the Closing, shall be capable of being satisfied on December 31, 2004), then the
Termination Date shall be extended to February 28, 2005 if either of the Company or Parent notifies the other party in writing on or prior to
December 31, 2004 of its election to extend the Termination Date to February 28, 2005; provided, further, that the right to terminate this
Agreement under this Section 8.01(b)(i) shall not be available to any party whose action or failure to act has been a principal cause of or resulted
in the failure of the Merger to be consummated on or before such date;

(ii) if any Restraint having the effect of permanently restraining, enjoining, or otherwise prohibiting the Merger and the transactions
contemplated by this Agreement shall be in effect and shall have become final and nonappealable;

(iii) if the Company Stockholder Approval shall not have been obtained at the Company Stockholders Meeting duly convened therefor or at any
adjournment or postponement thereof;

(c) by Parent, if the Company shall have breached or failed to perform any of its representations, warranties, covenants or agreements set forth in
this Agreement, which breach or failure to perform (A) would give rise to the failure of a condition set forth in Section 7.02(a) or (b) and (B) is
incapable of being cured, or is not cured, by the Company within 30 calendar days following receipt of written notice from Parent of such breach
or failure to perform;

(d) by the Company, if Parent shall have breached or failed to perform any of its representations, warranties, covenants or agreements set forth in
this Agreement, which breach or failure to perform (i) would give rise to the failure of a condition set forth in Section 7.03(a) or (b) and (ii) is
incapable of being cured, or is not cured, by Parent within 30 calendar days following receipt of written notice from the Company of such breach
or failure to perform; or
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(e) by Parent, within 45 days of the date on which (i) a Company Adverse Recommendation Change shall have occurred or (ii) the Company
Board or any committee thereof shall have failed to publicly confirm its recommendation and declaration of advisability of this Agreement and
the Merger within three (3) business days after a written request by Parent that it do so.

Section 8.02 Termination Fee.

(a) In the event that:

(i) this Agreement is terminated by either Parent or the Company pursuant to Section 8.01(b)(i), and (A) a vote to obtain the Company
Stockholder Approval has not been held, (B) after the date of this Agreement a Company Takeover Proposal shall have been made or
communicated to the Company or shall have been made directly to the stockholders of the Company generally (and at least one such Company
Takeover Proposal shall not have been withdrawn prior to the event giving rise to the right of termination under Section 8.01(b)(i)) and (C)
within twelve (12) months after such termination the Company shall have reached a definitive agreement to consummate, or shall have
consummated, a Company Takeover Proposal;
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(ii) this Agreement is terminated by either Parent or the Company pursuant to Section 8.01(b)(iii) and (A) after the date of this Agreement a
Company Takeover Proposal shall have been made or communicated to the Company or shall have been made directly to the stockholders of the
Company generally (and at least one such Company Takeover Proposal shall not have been withdrawn prior to the event giving rise to the right
of termination under Section 8.01(b)(iii)) and (B) within twelve (12) months after such termination the Company shall have reached a definitive
agreement to consummate, or shall have consummated, a Company Takeover Proposal;

(iii) this Agreement is terminated by Parent pursuant to Section 8.01(c) and (A) the Company s breach or failure triggering such termination shall
have been willful, (B) after the date of this Agreement a Company Takeover Proposal shall have been made or communicated to the Company or
shall have been made directly to the stockholders of the Company generally and (C) within twelve (12) months after such termination the
Company shall have reached a definitive agreement to consummate, or shall have consummated, a Company Takeover Proposal; or

(iv) this Agreement is terminated by Parent pursuant to Section 8.01(e),

then the Company shall (1) in the case of a Termination Fee payable pursuant to clauses (i), (ii) or (iii) of this Section 8.02(a), upon the earlier of
the date of such definitive agreement and such consummation of a Company Takeover Proposal or (2) in the case of a Termination Fee payable
pursuant to clause (iv) of this Section 8.02(a), on the date of such termination, pay Parent a fee equal to $212,500,000 (the Termination Fee ) by
wire transfer of same-day funds. Notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, in the event that the Company proposes to terminate this Agreement at
a time when the Termination Fee is payable, the Company shall pay Parent the Termination Fee as described above prior to such termination by
the Company. Notwithstanding the foregoing in Section 8.02(a)(i) or Section 8.02(a)(ii), if a Termination Fee would have been payable under
Section 8.02(a)(i) or Section 8.02(a)(ii) but for the fact that the person (or any of its Affiliates) with whom the Company shall have reached a
definitive agreement to consummate, or shall have consummated, a Company Takeover Proposal within twelve (12) months after termination of
this Agreement withdrew a Company Takeover Proposal prior to the event giving rise to the right of termination of this Agreement under
Section 8.01(b)(i) or Section 8.01(b)(iii), then the Company shall upon the earlier of such definitive agreement and such consummation of a
Company Takeover Proposal pay Parent the Termination Fee by wire transfer of same-day funds. In the case of a Termination Fee payable
pursuant to clause (iii) of this Section 8.02(a), the parties hereby agree that the Termination Fee (including the right to receive such fee or the
payment of such fee) shall not limit in any respect any rights or remedies available to Parent and Merger Sub relating to any willful breach or
failure to perform any representation, warranty, covenant or agreement set forth in this Agreement resulting, directly or indirectly, in the right to
receive the Termination Fee.

(b) The Company acknowledges and agrees that the agreements contained in Section 8.02(a) are an integral part of the transactions contemplated
by this Agreement, and that, without these agreements, Parent would not enter into this Agreement. If the Company fails promptly to pay the
amount due pursuant to Section 8.02(a), and, in order to obtain such payment, Parent commences a suit that results in a judgment against the
Company for the Termination Fee, the Company shall pay to Parent its reasonable costs and expenses (including reasonable attorneys fees and
expenses) incurred in connection with such suit, together with interest on the amount of the Termination Fee from the date such payment was
required to be made until the date of payment at the prime rate of Citibank, N.A. in effect on the date such payment was required to be made.

Section 8.03 Effect of Termination. In the event of termination of this Agreement by either the Company or Parent as provided in Section 8.01,
this Agreement shall forthwith become void and have no effect, without any liability or obligation on the part of Parent, Merger Sub or the
Company, other than the provisions of the penultimate sentence of Section 6.02(a), Sections 6.05 and 8.02, this Section 8.03 and Article IX,
which provisions shall survive such termination; provided that nothing herein shall relieve any party from any liability for any willful breach
hereof.
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Section 8.04 Amendment. This Agreement may be amended by the parties hereto at any time before or after receipt of the Company Stockholder
Approval; provided, however, that after such approval has been obtained, there shall be made no amendment that by Law requires further
approval by the stockholders of the Company without such approval having been obtained. This Agreement may not be amended except by an
instrument in writing signed on behalf of each of the parties hereto.

Section 8.05 Extension; Waiver. At any time prior to the Effective Time, the parties may (a) extend the time for the performance of any of the
obligations or other acts of the other parties, (b) waive any inaccuracies in the representations and warranties contained herein or in any
document delivered pursuant hereto or (c) subject to the proviso to the first sentence of Section 8.04, waive compliance with any of the
agreements or conditions contained herein. Any agreement on the part of a party to any such extension or waiver shall be valid only if set forth
in an instrument in writing signed on behalf of such party. The failure of any party to this Agreement to assert any of its rights under this
Agreement or otherwise shall not constitute a waiver of such rights.

Section 8.06 Procedure for Termination or Amendment. A termination of this Agreement pursuant to Section 8.01 or an amendment of this
Agreement pursuant to Section 8.04 shall, in order to be effective, require, in the case of Parent or the Company, action by the Parent Board or
the Company Board, as applicable, or, with respect to any amendment of this Agreement pursuant to Section 8.04, the Parent Board or the
Company Board, as applicable, or the duly authorized committee or other designee of the Parent Board or the Company Board, as applicable, to
the extent permitted by Law.

ARTICLE IX

General Provisions

Section 9.01 Nonsurvival of Representations and Warranties. None of the representations and warranties in this Agreement or in any instrument
delivered pursuant to this Agreement shall survive the Effective Time. This Section 9.01 shall not limit any covenant or agreement of the parties
which by its terms contemplates performance after the Effective Time.

Section 9.02 Notices. Except for notices that are specifically required by the terms of this Agreement to be delivered orally, all notices, requests,
claims, demands and other communications hereunder shall be in writing and shall be deemed given if delivered personally, facsimiled (which is
confirmed) or sent by overnight courier (providing proof of delivery) to the parties at the following addresses (or at such other address for a
party as shall be specified by like notice):

if to Parent or Merger Sub, to:

UnitedHealth Group Incorporated
UnitedHealth Group Center

9900 Bren Road East
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Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343
Facsimile No.: (952) 936-0044

Attention: General Counsel

with a copy to:

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Four Times Square

New York, New York 10036

Facsimile No.: (212) 735-2000

Attention: Paul T. Schnell

Neil P. Stronski
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if to the Company, to:

Oxford Health Plans, Inc.

48 Monroe Turnpike
Trumbull, Connecticut 06611
Facsimile No.: (203) 459-7171

Attention: General Counsel

with a copy to:

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

125 Broad Street

New York, New York 10004
Facsimile No.: (212) 558-3588

Attention: Keith A. Pagnani

Section 9.03 Definitions. For purposes of this Agreement:

(a) an Affiliate of any person means another person that directly or indirectly, through one or more intermediaries, controls, is controlled by, or is

under common control with, such first person;

(b) Knowledge of any person that is not an individual means, (i) with respect to the Company regarding any matter in question, the actual
knowledge of the employees of the Company and its Subsidiaries listed in Section 9.03(b) of the Company Disclosure Letter and (ii) with
respect to Parent regarding any matter in question, the actual knowledge of the employees of Parent and its Subsidiaries listed in Section 9.03(b)

of the Parent Disclosure Letter;

(c) person means an individual, corporation, partnership, limited liability company, joint venture, association, trust, unincorporated organization

or other entity;

Table of Contents



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

(d) Permitted Liens means (i) any liens for taxes not yet due or which are being contested in good faith by appropriate proceedings, (ii) carriers ,
warehousemen s, mechanics , materialmen s, repairmen s or other similar liens, (iii) pledges or deposits in connection with workers compensation,
unemployment insurance and other social security legislation and (iv) easements, rights-of-way, restrictions and other similar encumbrances

incurred in the ordinary course of business that, in the aggregate, are not material in amount and that do not, in any case, materially detract from

the value of the property subject thereto;

(e) Providers means all providers of health care, including all hospitals, physicians, physician groups, facilities and ancillary providers; and

(f) a Subsidiary of any person means another person, an amount of the voting securities, other voting rights or voting partnership interests of
which is sufficient to elect at least a majority of its board of directors or other governing body (or, if there are no such voting interests, 50% or
more of the equity interests of which) is owned directly or indirectly by such first person.

Section 9.04 Interpretation. When a reference is made in this Agreement to an Article, a Section, Exhibit or Schedule, such reference shall be to

an Article of, a Section of, or an Exhibit or Schedule to, this Agreement unless otherwise indicated. The table of contents and headings contained

in this Agreement are for reference purposes only and shall not affect in any way the meaning or interpretation of this Agreement. Whenever the

words include , includes or including are used in this Agreement, they shall be deemed to be followed by the words without limitation . The wor
hereof , herein and hereunder and words of similar import when used in this Agreement shall refer to this Agreement as a whole and not to any

particular provision of this Agreement. All terms defined in this Agreement shall have the defined meanings when used in any certificate or

other document made or delivered pursuant hereto unless otherwise defined therein. The definitions contained in this Agreement are applicable

to the singular as well as the plural forms of such terms and to the masculine as well as to the feminine and neuter genders of such term. Any

agreement, instrument or statute defined or referred to herein or in any agreement or instrument that is referred to herein means such agreement,

instrument or statute as from time to time amended, modified or supplemented, including (in the case of agreements or instruments)
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by waiver or consent and (in the case of statutes) by succession of comparable successor statutes and references to all attachments thereto and
instruments incorporated therein. References to a person are also to its permitted successors and assigns. The parties have participated jointly in
the negotiating and drafting of this Agreement. In the event of an ambiguity or a question of intent or interpretation arises, this Agreement shall
be construed as if drafted jointly by the parties, and no presumption or burden of proof shall arise favoring or disfavoring any party by virtue of
the authorship of any provisions of this Agreement.

Section 9.05 Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, all of which shall be considered one and the same
agreement and shall become effective when one or more counterparts have been signed by each of the parties and delivered to the other parties.

Section 9.06 Entire Agreement; No Third-Party Beneficiaries. This Agreement, including the Company Disclosure Letter and the Parent
Disclosure Letter, the Exhibits hereto and the Confidentiality Agreement (a) constitute the entire agreement, and supersede all prior agreements
and understandings, both written and oral, among the parties with respect to the subject matter of this Agreement and the Confidentiality
Agreement and (b) except for the provisions of Section 6.04, are not intended to confer upon any person other than the parties any rights,
benefits or remedies.

Section 9.07 Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by, and construed in accordance with, the Laws of the State of Delaware,
regardless of the Laws that might otherwise govern under applicable principles of conflicts of laws thereof.

Section 9.08 Assignment. Neither this Agreement nor any of the rights, interests or obligations hereunder shall be assigned, in whole or in part,
by operation of Law or otherwise by any of the parties without the prior written consent of the other parties and any attempt to make any such
assignment without such consent shall be null and void, except that Merger Sub may assign, in its sole discretion (and, if so requested by the
Company, will assign to a wholly owned corporate subsidiary of Parent) any of or all its rights, interests and obligations under this Agreement to
any direct, wholly owned Subsidiary of Parent, but no such assignment shall relieve Merger Sub of any of its obligations hereunder (except in
the case of any such request). Subject to the preceding sentence, this Agreement will be binding upon, inure to the benefit of, and be enforceable
by, the parties and their respective successors and assigns.

Section 9.09 Specific Enforcement; Consent to Jurisdiction. The parties agree that irreparable damage would occur and that the parties would not
have any adequate remedy at law in the event that any of the provisions of this Agreement were not performed in accordance with their specific
terms or were otherwise breached. It is accordingly agreed that the parties shall be entitled to an injunction or injunctions to prevent breaches of
this Agreement and to enforce specifically the terms and provisions of this Agreement in any Federal court located in the State of Delaware or in
any state court in the State of Delaware, this being in addition to any other remedy to which they are entitled at law or in equity. In addition,
each of the parties hereto (a) consents to submit itself to the personal jurisdiction of any Federal court located in the State of Delaware or of any
state court located in the State of Delaware in the event any dispute arises out of this Agreement or the transactions contemplated by this
Agreement, (b) agrees that it will not attempt to deny or defeat such personal jurisdiction by motion or other request for leave from any such
court and (c) agrees that it will not bring any action relating to this Agreement or the transactions contemplated by this Agreement in any court
other than a Federal court located in the State of Delaware or a state court located in the State of Delaware.

Section 9.10 Severability. If any term or other provision of this Agreement is invalid, illegal or incapable of being enforced by any rule of law or
public policy, all other conditions and provisions of this Agreement shall nevertheless remain in full force and effect. Upon such determination
that any term or other provision is invalid, illegal or incapable of being enforced, the parties hereto shall negotiate in good faith to modify this
Agreement so as to effect the original intent of the parties as closely as possible to the fullest extent permitted by applicable Law in an
acceptable manner to the end that the transactions contemplated hereby are fulfilled to the extent possible.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Parent, Merger Sub and the Company have caused this Agreement to be signed by their respective officers thereunto

duly authorized, all as of the date first written above.
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By: /s/ WiLLiam W. McGuire, M.D.

Name: William W. McGuire, M.D.

Title: Chairman and CEO

Rusy Acquisition LLC

By: /s/ WiLLiam A. MUNSELL

Name: William A. Munsell
Title: Treasurer

OxrorD HEALTH PLANS, INC.

By: /s/ CHaRrLEs G. BErG

Name: Charles G. Berg
Title: President & CEO
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ANNEX B

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

April 26, 2004

Board of Directors
Oxford Health Plans, Inc.
48 Monroe Turnpike

Trumbull, CT 06611

Ladies and Gentlemen:

You have requested our opinion as to the fairness from a financial point of view to the holders of the outstanding shares of common stock, par

value $0.01 per share (the Shares ), of Oxford Health Plans, Inc. (the Company ) of the Merger Consideration (as defined below) to be received
by such holders pursuant to the Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of April 26, 2004 (the Agreement ), among UnitedHealth Group, Inc.

( UnitedHealth ), Ruby Acquisition LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of UnitedHealth ( Merger Sub ), and the Company. The Agreement provides
that the Company will be merged with and into Merger Sub (the Merger ), and each outstanding Share will be converted into the right to receive
$16.17 in cash (the Cash Consideration ) and 0.6357 shares of Common Stock, par value $0.01 per share ( UnitedHealth Common Stock ), of
UnitedHealth (the Stock Consideration , together with the Cash Consideration, the Merger Consideration ).

Goldman, Sachs & Co. and its affiliates, as part of its investment banking business, is continually engaged in performing financial analyses with
respect to businesses and their securities in connection with mergers and acquisitions, negotiated underwritings, competitive biddings, secondary
distributions of listed and unlisted securities, private placements and other transactions as well as for estate, corporate and other purposes. We
have acted as financial advisor to the Company in connection with, and have participated in certain of the negotiations leading to, the
Agreement. We expect to receive fees for our services in connection with the Merger, the principal portion of which are contingent upon
consummation of the Merger, and the Company has agreed to reimburse our expenses and indemnify us against certain liabilities arising out of
our engagement. In addition, we have provided certain investment banking services to UnitedHealth from time to time, including having acted as
lead manager of a public offering of UnitedHealth s 5.20% Notes due January 2007 (aggregate principal amount $400,000,000) in January 2002,
as its financial advisor in connection with its acquisition of AmeriChoice Corporation of Virginia announced in June 2002, as co-manager of a
public offering of UnitedHealth s 4.875% Notes due April 2013 (aggregate principal amount $450,000,000) in March 2003, as its financial
advisor in connection with its acquisition of Golden Rule Financial Corporation of Indiana announced in September 2003, as its financial
advisor in connection with its acquisition of Mid-Atlantic Medical Systems announced in October 2003, as co-manager of a public offering of
UnitedHealth s 3.30% Notes due January 2008 (aggregate principal amount $500,000,000) in November 2003, as co-manager of a public
offering of UnitedHealth s 3.75% Notes due February 2009 (aggregate principal amount $250,000,000) and 4.75% Notes due February 2014
(aggregate principal amount $250,000,000) in February 2004, and having executed a block trade of 500,000 shares of UnitedHealth Common
Stock held by a member of the Board of Directors of UnitedHealth in February 2004. We currently act as agent with respect to UnitedHealth s
commercial paper program. We may also provide investment banking services to the Company and UnitedHealth in the future. In connection
with the above-described investment banking services we have received, and may receive, compensation.

Table of Contents 297



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Goldman, Sachs & Co. is a full service securities firm engaged, either directly or through its affiliates, in securities trading, investment
management, financial planning and benefits counseling, risk management, hedging, financing and brokerage activities for both companies and
individuals. In the ordinary course of these activities, Goldman, Sachs & Co. and its affiliates may provide such services to the Company,
UnitedHealth and
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Board of Directors
Oxford Health Plans, Inc.
April 26, 2004

Page Two

their respective affiliates, may actively trade the debt and equity securities (or related derivative securities) of the Company and UnitedHealth
for their own account and for the accounts of their customers and may at any time hold long and short positions of such securities.

In connection with this opinion, we have reviewed, among other things, the Agreement; annual reports to stockholders and Annual Reports on
Form 10-K of the Company and UnitedHealth for the five years ended December 31, 2003; certain interim reports to stockholders and Quarterly
Reports on Form 10-Q of the Company and UnitedHealth; certain other communications from the Company and UnitedHealth to their respective
stockholders; certain internal financial analyses and forecasts for the Company prepared by its management including the Base Case and the

Pessimistic Case scenarios (the Forecasts ); and certain operating synergies estimated by the management of the Company to result from the
Merger. We also have held discussions with members of the senior management of the Company and UnitedHealth regarding their assessment
of the strategic rationale for, and the potential benefits of, the Merger and the past and current business operations, financial condition and future
prospects of their respective companies. In addition, we have reviewed the reported price and trading activity for the Shares and UnitedHealth
Common Stock, compared certain financial and stock market information for the Company and UnitedHealth with similar information for
certain other companies the securities of which are publicly traded, reviewed the financial terms of certain recent business combinations in the
health insurance industry specifically and in other industries generally and performed such other studies and analyses, and considered such other
factors, as we considered appropriate.

We have relied upon the accuracy and completeness of all of the financial, accounting, legal, tax and other information discussed with or
reviewed by us and have assumed such accuracy and completeness for purposes of rendering this opinion. In that regard, we have taken into
account the views of the management of the Company of the risks and uncertainties relating to the ability of the Company to realize its Base
Case Forecasts in the amounts and time periods contemplated thereby. We did not receive UnitedHealth s internal financial analyses and
forecasts in connection with this opinion. Accordingly, based on our discussions with UnitedHealth s management and with your consent, we
have assumed that the research analysts estimates for UnitedHealth published by the Institutional Brokers Estimate System were a reasonable
basis upon which to evaluate the future financial performance of UnitedHealth and we used such estimates in our analysis. In that regard, with
your consent, our review with respect to such estimates was limited to discussions with management of UnitedHealth. We are not actuaries and
our services did not include any actuarial determinations or evaluations by us or an attempt to evaluate actuarial assumptions. In that respect, we
have made no analysis of, and express no opinion as to, the adequacy of the reserves of the Company or UnitedHealth and have relied upon
information supplied to us by the Company and UnitedHealth as to such adequacy. We also have assumed that all governmental, regulatory or
other consents and approvals necessary for the consummation of the Merger will be obtained without any adverse effect on the Company or
UnitedHealth or on the expected benefits of the Merger in any way meaningful to our analysis. In addition, we have not made an independent
evaluation or appraisal of the assets and liabilities (including any contingent derivative or off-balance-sheet assets and liabilities) of the
Company or UnitedHealth or any of their respective subsidiaries and we have not been furnished with any such evaluation or appraisal.

Our opinion does not address the relative merits of the Merger as compared to any alternative business transaction that might be available to the
Company, including an alternative proposal from a third party that for a variety of business, legal, regulatory and financial reasons, after
consultation with us and others, was not pursued to completion; nor does it address the underlying business decision of the Company to engage
in the Merger. In addition, we are not expressing any opinion as to prices at which the Shares or the shares of UnitedHealth Common Stock will
trade at any time.
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Our advisory services and the opinion expressed herein are provided for the information and assistance of the Board of Directors of the
Company in connection with its consideration of the Merger and such opinion does not constitute a recommendation as to how any holder of
Shares should vote with respect to the Merger.

Based upon and subject to the foregoing, it is our opinion that, as of the date hereof, the Merger Consideration to be received by the holders of
Shares pursuant to the Merger is fair from a financial point of view to such holders.

Very truly yours,

B-3

Board of Directors
Oxford Health Plans, Inc.
April 26, 2004
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ANNEX C

THE GENERAL CORPORATION LAW

OF

THE STATE OF DELAWARE

SECTION 262 APPRAISAL RIGHTS. (a) Any stockholder of a corporation of this State who holds shares of stock on the date of the making

of a demand pursuant to subsection (d) of this section with respect to such shares, who continuously holds such shares through the effective date

of the merger or consolidation, who has otherwise complied with subsection (d) of this section and who has neither voted in favor of the merger

or consolidation nor consented thereto in writing pursuant to § 228 of this title shall be entitled to an appraisal by the Court of Chancery of the

fair value of the stockholder s shares of stock under the circumstances described in subsections (b) and (c) of this section. As used in this section,

the word stockholder means a holder of record of stock in a stock corporation and also a member of record of a nonstock corporation; the words
stock and share mean and include what is ordinarily meant by those words and also membership or membership interest of a member of a

nonstock corporation; and the words depository receipt mean a receipt or other instrument issued by a depository representing an interest in one

or more shares, or fractions thereof, solely of stock of a corporation, which stock is deposited with the depository.

(b) Appraisal rights shall be available for the shares of any class or series of stock of a constituent corporation in a merger or consolidation to be
effected pursuant to § 251 (other than a merger effected pursuant to § 251(g) of this title), § 252, § 254, § 257, §258, § 263 or § 264 of this title:

(1) Provided, however, that no appraisal rights under this section shall be available for the shares of any class or series of stock, which stock, or
depository receipts in respect thereof, at the record date fixed to determine the stockholders entitled to receive notice of and to vote at the
meeting of stockholders to act upon the agreement of merger or consolidation, were either (i) listed on a national securities exchange or
designated as a national market system security on an interdealer quotation system by the National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc. or (ii)
held of record by more than 2,000 holders; and further provided that no appraisal rights shall be available for any shares of stock of the
constituent corporation surviving a merger if the merger did not require for its approval the vote of the stockholders of the surviving corporation
as provided in subsection (f) of § 251 of this title.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of this subsection, appraisal rights under this section shall be available for the shares of any class or series of
stock of a constituent corporation if the holders thereof are required by the terms of an agreement of merger or consolidation pursuant to §§ 251,
252,254, 257, 258, 263 and 264 of this title to accept for such stock anything except:

a. Shares of stock of the corporation surviving or resulting from such merger or consolidation, or depository receipts in respect thereof;

b. Shares of stock of any other corporation, or depository receipts in respect thereof, which shares of stock (or depository receipts in respect
thereof) or depository receipts at the effective date of the merger or consolidation will be either listed on a national securities exchange or
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designated as a national market system security on an interdealer quotation system by the National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc. or held
of record by more than 2,000 holders;

c. Cash in lieu of fractional shares or fractional depository receipts described in the foregoing subparagraphs a. and b. of this paragraph; or

d. Any combination of the shares of stock, depository receipts and cash in lieu of fractional shares or fractional depository receipts described in
the foregoing subparagraphs a., b. and c. of this paragraph.
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(3) In the event all of the stock of a subsidiary Delaware corporation party to a merger effected under § 253 of this title is not owned by the
parent corporation immediately prior to the merger, appraisal rights shall be available for the shares of the subsidiary Delaware corporation.

(c) Any corporation may provide in its certificate of incorporation that appraisal rights under this section shall be available for the shares of any
class or series of its stock as a result of an amendment to its certificate of incorporation, any merger or consolidation in which the corporation is
a constituent corporation or the sale of all or substantially all of the assets of the corporation. If the certificate of incorporation contains such a
provision, the procedures of this section, including those set forth in subsections (d) and (e) of this section, shall apply as nearly as is practicable.

(d) Appraisal rights shall be perfected as follows:

(1) If a proposed merger or consolidation for which appraisal rights are provided under this section is to be submitted for approval at a meeting
of stockholders, the corporation, not less than 20 days prior to the meeting, shall notify each of its stockholders who was such on the record date
for such meeting with respect to shares for which appraisal rights are available pursuant to subsection (b) or (c) hereof that appraisal rights are
available for any or all of the shares of the constituent corporations, and shall include in such notice a copy of this section. Each stockholder
electing to demand the appraisal of such stockholder s shares shall deliver to the corporation, before the taking of the vote on the merger or
consolidation, a written demand for appraisal of such stockholder s shares. Such demand will be sufficient if it reasonably informs the
corporation of the identity of the stockholder and that the stockholder intends thereby to demand the appraisal of such stockholder s shares. A
proxy or vote against the merger or consolidation shall not constitute such a demand. A stockholder electing to take such action must do so by a
separate written demand as herein provided. Within 10 days after the effective date of such merger or consolidation, the surviving or resulting
corporation shall notify each stockholder of each constituent corporation who has complied with this subsection and has not voted in favor of or
consented to the merger or consolidation of the date that the merger or consolidation has become effective; or

(2) If the merger or consolidation was approved pursuant to § 228 or § 253 of this title, then, either a constituent corporation before the effective
date of the merger or consolidation, or the surviving or resulting corporation within ten days thereafter, shall notify each of the holders of any
class or series of stock of such constituent corporation who are entitled to appraisal rights of the approval of the merger or consolidation and that
appraisal rights are available for any or all shares of such class or series of stock of such constituent corporation, and shall include in such notice
a copy of this section. Such notice may, and, if given on or after the effective date of the merger or consolidation, shall, also notify such
stockholders of the effective date of the merger or consolidation. Any stockholder entitled to appraisal rights may, within 20 days after the date
of mailing of such notice, demand in writing from the surviving or resulting corporation the appraisal of such holder s shares. Such demand will
be sufficient if it reasonably informs the corporation of the identity of the stockholder and that the stockholder intends thereby to demand the
appraisal of such holder s shares. If such notice did not notify stockholders of the effective date of the merger or consolidation, either (i) each
such constituent corporation shall send a second notice before the effective date of the merger or consolidation notifying each of the holders of
any class or series of stock of such constituent corporation that are entitled to appraisal rights of the effective date of the merger or consolidation
or (ii) the surviving or resulting corporation shall send such a second notice to all such holders on or within 10 days after such effective date;
provided, however, that if such second notice is sent more than 20 days following the sending of the first notice, such second notice need only be
sent to each stockholder who is entitled to appraisal rights and who has demanded appraisal of such holder s shares in accordance with this
subsection. An affidavit of the secretary or assistant secretary or of the transfer agent of the corporation that is required to give either notice that
such notice has been given shall, in the absence of fraud, be prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein. For purposes of determining the
stockholders entitled to receive either notice, each constituent corporation may fix, in advance, a record date that shall be not more than 10 days
prior to the date the notice is given, provided, that if the notice is given on or after the
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effective date of the merger or consolidation, the record date shall be such effective date. If no record date is fixed and the notice is given prior
to the effective date, the record date shall be the close of business on the day next preceding the day on which the notice is given.

(e) Within 120 days after the effective date of the merger or consolidation, the surviving or resulting corporation or any stockholder who has
complied with subsections (a) and (d) hereof and who is otherwise entitled to appraisal rights, may file a petition in the Court of Chancery
demanding a determination of the value of the stock of all such stockholders. Notwithstanding the foregoing, at any time within 60 days after the
effective date of the merger or consolidation, any stockholder shall have the right to withdraw such stockholder s demand for appraisal and to
accept the terms offered upon the merger or consolidation. Within 120 days after the effective date of the merger or consolidation, any
stockholder who has complied with the requirements of subsections (a) and (d) hereof, upon written request, shall be entitled to receive from the
corporation surviving the merger or resulting from the consolidation a statement setting forth the aggregate number of shares not voted in favor
of the merger or consolidation and with respect to which demands for appraisal have been received and the aggregate number of holders of such
shares. Such written statement shall be mailed to the stockholder within 10 days after such stockholder s written request for such a statement is
received by the surviving or resulting corporation or within 10 days after expiration of the period for delivery of demands for appraisal under
subsection (d) hereof, whichever is later.

(f) Upon the filing of any such petition by a stockholder, service of a copy thereof shall be made upon the surviving or resulting corporation,
which shall within 20 days after such service file in the office of the Register in Chancery in which the petition was filed a duly verified list
containing the names and addresses of all stockholders who have demanded payment for their shares and with whom agreements as to the value
of their shares have not been reached by the surviving or resulting corporation. If the petition shall be filed by the surviving or resulting
corporation, the petition shall be accompanied by such a duly verified list. The Register in Chancery, if so ordered by the Court, shall give notice
of the time and place fixed for the hearing of such petition by registered or certified mail to the surviving or resulting corporation and to the
stockholders shown on the list at the addresses therein stated. Such notice shall also be given by 1 or more publications at least 1 week before the
day of the hearing, in a newspaper of general circulation published in the City of Wilmington, Delaware or such publication as the Court deems
advisable. The forms of the notices by mail and by publication shall be approved by the Court, and the costs thereof shall be borne by the
surviving or resulting corporation.

(g) At the hearing on such petition, the Court shall determine the stockholders who have complied with this section and who have become
entitled to appraisal rights. The Court may require the stockholders who have demanded an appraisal for their shares and who hold stock
represented by certificates to submit their certificates of stock to the Register in Chancery for notation thereon of the pendency of the appraisal
proceedings; and if any stockholder fails to comply with such direction, the Court may dismiss the proceedings as to such stockholder.

(h) After determining the stockholders entitled to an appraisal, the Court shall appraise the shares, determining their fair value exclusive of any
element of value arising from the accomplishment or expectation of the merger or consolidation, together with a fair rate of interest, if any, to be
paid upon the amount determined to be the fair value. In determining such fair value, the Court shall take into account all relevant factors. In
determining the fair rate of interest, the Court may consider all relevant factors, including the rate of interest which the surviving or resulting
corporation would have had to pay to borrow money during the pendency of the proceeding. Upon application by the surviving or resulting
corporation or by any stockholder entitled to participate in the appraisal proceeding, the Court may, in its discretion, permit discovery or other
pretrial proceedings and may proceed to trial upon the appraisal prior to the final determination of the stockholder entitled to an appraisal. Any
stockholder whose name appears on the list filed by the surviving or resulting corporation pursuant to subsection (f) of this section and who has
submitted such stockholder s certificates of stock to the Register in Chancery, if such is required, may participate fully in all proceedings until it
is finally determined that such stockholder is not entitled to appraisal rights under this section.
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(1) The Court shall direct the payment of the fair value of the shares, together with interest, if any, by the surviving or resulting corporation to the
stockholders entitled thereto. Interest may be simple or compound, as the Court may direct. Payment shall be so made to each such stockholder,
in the case of holders of uncertificated stock forthwith, and the case of holders of shares represented by certificates upon the surrender to the
corporation of the certificates representing such stock. The Court s decree may be enforced as other decrees in the Court of Chancery may be
enforced, whether such surviving or resulting corporation be a corporation of this State or of any state.

(j) The costs of the proceeding may be determined by the Court and taxed upon the parties as the Court deems equitable in the circumstances.
Upon application of a stockholder, the Court may order all or a portion of the expenses incurred by any stockholder in connection with the
appraisal proceeding, including, without limitation, reasonable attorney s fees and the fees and expenses of experts, to be charged pro rata against
the value of all the shares entitled to an appraisal.

(k) From and after the effective date of the merger or consolidation, no stockholder who has demanded appraisal rights as provided in subsection
(d) of this section shall be entitled to vote such stock for any purpose or to receive payment of dividends or other distributions on the stock
(except dividends or other distributions payable to stockholders of record at a date which is prior to the effective date of the merger or
consolidation); provided, however, that if no petition for an appraisal shall be filed within the time provided in subsection (e) of this section, or if
such stockholder shall deliver to the surviving or resulting corporation a written withdrawal of such stockholder s demand for an appraisal and an
acceptance of the merger or consolidation, either within 60 days after the effective date of the merger or consolidation as provided in subsection
(e) of this section or thereafter with the written approval of the corporation, then the right of such stockholder to an appraisal shall cease.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, no appraisal proceeding in the Court of Chancery shall be dismissed as to any stockholder without the approval

of the Court, and such approval may be conditioned upon such terms as the Court deems just.

(1) The shares of the surviving or resulting corporation to which the shares of such objecting stockholders would have been converted had they
assented to the merger or consolidation shall have the status of authorized and unissued shares of the surviving or resulting corporation
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ANNEX D

UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549

Form 10-K

(Mark One)

x ANNUAL REPORT PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT
OF 1934

For the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003

or

TRANSITION REPORT PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE
ACT OF 1934

For the transition period from to

Commission File Number: 001-16437

Oxford Health Plans, Inc.
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(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

Delaware 06-1118515
(State or other jurisdiction of incorporation or organization) (IRS Employer Identification No.)
48 Monroe Turnpike,
Trumbull, Connecticut 06611
(Address of principal executive offices) (Zip Code)

(203) 459-6000

(Registrant s telephone number, including area code)

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act:

Common Stock, Par Value $.01 Per Share

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(g) of the Act:

None

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant (1) has filed all reports required to be filed by Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act
of 1934 during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the registrant was required to file such reports), and (2) has been subject
to such filing requirements for the past 90 days. Yes x No ~

Indicate by check mark if disclosure of delinquent filers pursuant to Item 405 of Regulation S-K is not contained herein, and will not be
contained, to the best of registrant s knowledge, in definitive proxy or information statements incorporated by reference in Part III of this Form
10-K or any amendment to this Form 10-K. x

Indicate by check mark whether the Registrant is an accelerated filer (as defined in Rule 12b-2 of the Act). Yes x No ~

As of January 30, 2004, there were 81,294,366 shares of common stock issued and outstanding. The aggregate market value of such stock held
by nonaffiliates, as of that date, was approximately $3,916,900,000.
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Portions of Registrant s definitive Proxy Statement to be filed pursuant to Regulation 14A (Part III).
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PART I

Item 1. Business

General

Oxford Health Plans, Inc. ( Oxford orthe Company ), incorporated under the laws of the State of Delaware in 1984, is a health care company
providing health benefit plans primarily in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. The Company s product line includes its health maintenance
organization plans ( HMOs ), exclusive provider organization plans ( EPOs ), point-of-service ( POS ) plans, preferred provider plans ( PPOs ),
indemnity plans and several plans offered to Medicare beneficiaries. The Company s product line includes third-party administration of
employer-funded benefit plans ( self-funded health plans ). The Company also offers several ancillary and specialty benefit plans. The Company s
principal executive offices are located at 48 Monroe Turnpike, Trumbull, Connecticut 06611, and its telephone number is (203) 459-6000.

Unless the context otherwise requires, references to Oxford or the Company include its subsidiaries.

The Company offers its products through its HMO subsidiaries, Oxford Health Plans (NY), Inc. ( Oxford NY ), Oxford Health Plans (NJ), Inc.

( Oxford NJ ) and Oxford Health Plans (CT), Inc. ( Oxford CT ), and through its insurance subsidiaries, Oxford Health Insurance, Inc. ( OHI ) and
Investors Guaranty Life Insurance Company ( IGL ). OHI does business under accident and health insurance licenses granted by the Departments

of Insurance of New York and Connecticut, the Department of Banking and Insurance of New Jersey and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

IGL, a domestic California insurance company, is licensed to write annuity, life and health insurance policies in most states. The Company s

ancillary and specialty benefit plans are offered primarily through Oxford Benefit Management, Inc. ( OBM ), a wholly-owned subsidiary of the
Company.

The Company is not dependent on any single employer or group of employers, as the largest employer group contributed approximately 1.4% of
total premiums earned during 2003 and the ten largest employer groups contributed approximately 5.3% of total premiums earned during 2003.
The Company s Medicare revenue under its contracts with the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services ( CMS ) represented
approximately 12% of its premium revenue earned during 2003.

Company s Future Strategy

The Company s strategy for the year 2004 is focused on four main areas: (1) developing new products and benefit designs to meet the changing
needs of customers in the Company s markets, (2) modest geographic expansion, primarily to contiguous markets, (3) continuing efforts to
impact health care affordability by managing health care costs through a variety of initiatives, and (4) achieving administrative efficiencies by,
among other things, increasing the level of electronic transactions and automation throughout the Company.

Health Benefit Plans

Overview
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The Company s health benefit product lines include HMO, EPO, POS, PPO, indemnity plans, and self-funded health plans with a full spectrum

of cost-share options and plan designs to meet the diverse needs of its customers. For most of these products, the benefits to the members and the
reimbursement to the providers can be affected by whether the services are provided by a network participating provider ora non-participating
provider. A network participating provider generally is one that has entered into a contractual arrangement with Oxford, directly or indirectly, to,
among other things, accept certain pre-established compensation for services rendered to Oxford members. Non-participating providers are
generally those that are not under contract with Oxford and, accordingly, such non-participating providers have not agreed to any set level of
compensation. The contractual arrangements with the Company s various health care providers are described below under Provider
Arrangements . Oxford currently maintains two networks of participating providers for its commercial business.
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The first is the Freedom network, which is Oxford s largest network of providers, and is offered in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut (the

Tri-State Area ). The Company believes that the size and quality of the providers in the Freedom network is one of its primary competitive
advantages. The second network is the Liberty network, which is smaller than the Freedom network and is offered in New York and New Jersey.
The Company believes that the Liberty network is competitive in size and quality to networks of certain other health plans in the metropolitan
New York City and New Jersey area. Lastly, Oxford covers certain out-of-area employees of Tri-State Area employers. The benefits provided to
these out-of-area employees are provided on an in-network and out-of-network basis, with the in-network portion being served by networks of
providers under contract with independent provider network companies that, in turn, have contracted with Oxford. The networks of these
independent provider network companies occasionally serve Oxford covered employees of Tri-State Area employers.

The provisions in each of the Company s health benefit plans vary regarding whether the member can receive coverage for services from
non-participating providers, what the financial impact to the member of doing so will be and what benefits may be available to the member from
a non-participating provider. Most of the Company s commercial plans are available with either the Freedom network or the Liberty network as
the primary network for purposes of determining whether a provider is participating or non-participating for that particular plan. The selection of
the Liberty network by an employer group usually results in lower premiums than selection of the Freedom network. Under most of the
Company s products, the benefits and corresponding costs, such as copayments, coinsurance and deductibles, to the members are affected by
whether the services are provided by a participating or a non-participating provider. For example, in Oxford s POS plans described below,
services rendered by a participating physician are generally subject to lower member cost-sharing (copayments, coinsurance and deductibles)
than benefits obtained from non-participating providers. The result is that services rendered by non-participating providers will typically result in
higher out-of-pocket costs for members. Further, certain benefits are available only through participating providers.

Certain factors, such as choosing the Freedom network rather than the Liberty network, the members need to obtain referrals from his or her
primary care physician ( PCP ) before seeing a specialist and the level of copayments, deductibles and coinsurance, all affect the premium cost of
the benefit plan purchased. As employer groups have become more sensitive to cost, the Company has developed new products that reduce the
cost to the employer by increasing copayments, coinsurance and deductibles and otherwise shifting certain costs to members.

The Company s HMO membership was approximately 190,500 at December 31, 2003, compared with 226,600 members at December 31, 2002.
The Company s POS, PPO and other commercial membership was approximately 1,239,400 at December 31, 2003, compared with 1,252,900 at
December 31, 2002. The Company s Medicare membership was approximately 70,800 at December 31, 2003, compared with 70,100 at
December 31, 2002. Lastly, the Company s self-funded membership was approximately 38,500 at December 31, 2003, compared with 51,900 at
December 31, 2002.

Provided below are brief descriptions of each of the Company s main product types. These descriptions are general in nature and the actual
benefits provided to any particular member may vary depending on the specific terms of the member s certificate of coverage.

Insured Products

HMO Plans

Oxford s HMO plans provide comprehensive health care benefits through the Company s participating network providers. HMO plans are
designed to offer cost-efficient health care coverage. Under most of the Company s HMO plans, HMO members are required to select a PCP
who, generally, is responsible for certain preventative and primary medical services and for coordinating the member s care. Typically, in order
to receive coverage for seeing a participating specialist, an HMO member must receive a referral from the PCP. Oxford s EPO plans provide for
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POS Plans

Oxford s POS plans combine the benefits of Oxford s HMOs with certain of the benefits of Oxford s indemnity health insurance by covering
services provided by non-participating providers. These plans give members the option of accessing HMO-style benefits through participating
providers, typically including abiding by established provisions relating to PCP selection, referrals and utilization management, or of accessing
indemnity-style benefits with the commensurate variation in member cost-sharing (copayments, coinsurance and deductibles) and benefits
available to the member.

PPO Plans

Oxford s PPO plans allow members to obtain coverage for services from participating providers or from non-participating providers. Generally,
PPO plans do not require that PCP referrals be obtained in order for the member to see a specialist. As with POS plans, PPO plan services
rendered by participating providers are subject to lower member cost-sharing than benefits obtained from non-participating providers.

Other Insured Plans

Oxford has recently begun to offer indemnity-type plans to a targeted market that do not distinguish between participating and non-participating
providers. Under these plans, the benefits available, and the coverage therefor, are the same whether the member sees a participating or a
non-participating provider, although the member is still subject to coinsurance, deductibles and other cost-sharing.

Individuals

Oxford provides HMO and POS health care products to individuals in New York, and HMO, EPO, PPO and indemnity products in New Jersey.
In New York, regulations require HMOs in the community-rated small group market to offer HMO and POS coverage with mandated benefits
(the New York Mandated Plans ). Oxford continues to cover individuals in New York under a grandfathered POS plan, which is closed to new
membership. Oxford also offers a product to persons eligible for the Healthy New York Program. The mandated small group product in New
York covers groups of one. Members of the New York Mandated Plans have access to the Liberty network of providers and the members of the
grandfathered plan are served by the Freedom network. In New Jersey, Oxford offers both an HMO and PPO product, providing access to the
Liberty network to individuals.

Medicare

The Company offers Medicare managed care plans to Medicare eligible individuals through its licensed New York, New Jersey and Connecticut
HMO subsidiaries.

Table of Contents 315



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Because Medicare premiums historically have not kept up with the cost of health care, as of December 31, 2003, the Company offered Medicare
plans only in those counties within the Tri-State Area where it believed it could do so profitably while offering viable Medicare plans to its
members. In December 2003, President Bush signed the Medicare Prescription Drug Act of 2003 ( MDA ) which, among other things, will
increase reimbursements to managed care plans offering Medicare Advantage (formerly Medicare+Choice) plans. MDA will allow the Company
to provide its current and future Medicare members with richer benefits. The Company is also considering re-entering counties in the Tri-State
Area where it had previously discontinued offering Medicare plans. For a more detailed description of MDA, see Government Regulation
Medicare Regulation .

Self-Funded Health Plans

Oxford offers self-funded health plans to employers who wish to retain the risk for health care costs. Oxford assumes no insurance risk for the
cost of health care for these contracts and receives a monthly fee for its administrative services such as underwriting, actuarial services, medical
cost management, claims processing and other related administrative services.
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Ancillary and Specialty Products

The Company offers a range of ancillary and specialty products. These products include, among others, dental, vision, long-term care, work and
family benefits, flexible spending accounts and health reimbursement accounts. The majority of these products are offered by third parties but
are brokered by OBM. OBM products can be purchased on a stand-alone basis or in conjunction with other Oxford health benefit plans.

Marketing and Sales

Oxford markets its products through several different internal channels, including direct sales representatives, business representatives, the
Internet, telemarketing representatives and executive account representatives, as well as through external insurance agents, brokers and
consultants.

Internal Representatives

The Company maintains a small direct sales team that sells the Company s products to smaller employers. The Company also maintains a
Medicare sales force that sells directly and via telephone to Medicare beneficiaries. The Company s marketing department develops television
and print advertising, direct mail programs and marketing collateral materials for use by the Company s various sales representatives and
independent brokers, agents and consultants.

The Company maintains executive account representatives who deal directly with employer groups exceeding 1,000 eligible lives as well as
accounts utilizing benefit consultants. Account managers are responsible for servicing employer accounts generally exceeding 50 enrolled
employees sold either directly or through a broker or agent. These account managers are the principal administrative contact for employers and
their benefit managers by, among other things, conducting on-site employee meetings and by providing reporting and troubleshooting services.

Independent Insurance Agents and Brokers

The primary distribution system for the group health insurance industry in the Company s service areas has been independent insurance agents
and brokers. Oxford markets its commercial products through approximately 12,500 independent insurance agents and brokers as of December
31, 2003, who are paid a commission on sales. The Company maintains regional broker business unit representatives who work directly with the
independent agents and brokers. The Company also provides service to independent agents and brokers via the Internet. Independent insurance
agents and brokers have been responsible for a significant portion of Oxford s commercial group enrollment, and the Company expects to
continue using independent insurance agents and brokers in its marketing system in the future. The Company believes that the New York
metropolitan market, in particular, is influenced significantly by independent agents and brokers and that utilization of this distribution system is
an integral part of a successful marketing strategy in the region.

Oxfordhealth.com
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The Company s website, www.oxfordhealth.com, provides on-line access to the Company for members, brokers, employer groups and providers.
During 2003, the Company s customers continued to increase their use of the Company s website and its functionalities. The Company anticipates
that features such as its on-line pre-certification for providers and the on-line renewal of group policies for brokers and employer groups will
continue to streamline our customers workflow and make it easier to do business with us. The Company currently has numerous on-line
transaction or inquiry functions available on its website. Through oxfordhealth.com, prospective enrollees, benefit administrators and brokers

can view, among other things, possible benefit packages, obtain rate quotes and enroll members in certain products. However, because of certain
regulatory restrictions, not all functions are available in all markets or for all products.
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Provider Arrangements

Physicians

Oxford s Freedom network of participating providers consists of approximately 68,000 physicians and other providers (compared with
approximately 53,000 in 2002), of which approximately 33,300 are in New York, 16,000 are in New Jersey, 9,700 are in Connecticut, 8,000 are
in Pennsylvania and 1,000 are in Delaware. These participating providers maintain approximately 94,000 office locations, of which
approximately 45,000 are in New York, 23,000 are in New Jersey, 14,000 are in Connecticut and 12,000 are in Pennsylvania and Delaware. The
majority of Oxford s participating physicians have contracted individually and directly with Oxford, although Oxford also has contracts with
physician organizations, individual practice associations, physician medical groups and third-party vendors.

Exclusive of certain cost containment arrangements described in Managing Health Care Costs below, Oxford compensates its participating
physicians primarily based on a variety of fixed fee schedules, under which physicians receive payment for specific covered procedures and
services.

The Company believes that its practice of inviting physician participation into its clinical policymaking activities and obtaining physician input
concerning its programs strengthens its relations with the physician community. A panel of physicians and local specialty societies have been
involved in the development of the Company s policies. In addition, the Company has over 100 practicing physicians from its service areas
participating on committees that advise the Company on the development of treatment and payment policies and quality management issues.

Hospitals

The Company has contracts with approximately 350 hospitals in its New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Delaware service
areas providing for inpatient and outpatient care to the Company s members. The Company generally reimburses hospitals under these contracts
based on negotiated per diems, diagnostic related groupings ( DRGs ), case rates and fee schedules and, to a lesser extent, at prices discounted
from the hospital s billed charges. The Company believes that the rates in these contracts are generally competitive.

The Company has numerous multi-year agreements with hospitals and hospital systems that are designed to provide predictability with respect

to hospital costs and is currently negotiating with other hospitals and hospital systems for similar multi-year arrangements. The Company
estimates that approximately 24% of contracted hospital spending will require renegotiation during 2004. In addition, there has been significant
consolidation among hospitals in the Company s service area, which tends to enhance the combined entity s bargaining power with managed care
payors. As a result, the Company has the risk that certain hospitals may seek higher rates or seek to impose limitations on the Company s
utilization management efforts. The Company is routinely engaged in negotiations with various hospitals and hospital systems and, in

connection therewith, such hospitals and hospital systems may threaten to or, in fact, provide notice of termination of their agreements with the
Company as part of their negotiation strategy. Hospitals have also threatened to terminate contracts when financial disputes arise. The Company
cannot guaranty that it will be able to continue to secure multi-year agreements in the future. See Cautionary Statement Regarding
Forward-Looking Statements .

Ancillary Providers
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The Company s Freedom and Liberty networks include over 4,000 ancillary providers and facilities for such services as home health and hospice
care, skilled nursing, dialysis and radiation treatment, family planning and fertility, behavioral health, occupational, speech, infusion and

physical therapy, sub-acute care, imaging and related services. The Company also has contracts for the provision of certain equipment or
treatment aids such as durable medical equipment, orthotics and prosthetics to its members.
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Managing Health Care Costs

The Company s medical management program establishes clinical policies and procedures that govern payment policy and medical management
processes and assesses the clinical appropriateness of certain hospital inpatient, hospital outpatient, ancillary, professional and pharmaceutical
services to ensure that payments for medical services are made in accordance with the Company s certificates of coverage for its health plans.
The Company s medical management policies, procedures and programs are developed in a variety of ways including using the clinical guidance
of registered nurses and physicians, established clinical practice guidelines, community norms and other consensus guidelines or standards.

The Company manages the utilization of medical services through a variety of programs including: referral management, precertification
management, concurrent review of inpatient services, complex case management, physician profiling, provider credentialing and privileging and
retrospective claim review. These programs are administered by Oxford personnel and, in certain cases, by independent administrative services
or utilization review organizations. When the Company delegates the responsibilities relating to utilization management to a third party, it
retains final decision-making authority on coverage issues by retaining final control over denials, limitations of coverage and appeals. The
Company also supervises program administration through oversight and program audits.

The Company s claim review program incorporates a process that compares services rendered by participating physicians to independently
developed patterns of treatment standards to identify procedures that were not consistent with a patient s diagnoses, as well as other billing
irregularities. Separate claims auditing systems are utilized for certain hospital DRG payments and other surgical payments. Oxford also
monitors hospital claims through pricing reviews, medical chart audits and on-site hospital reviews. Oxford s claim auditing programs seek to
identify aberrant physician billing practices. The Company s ability to apply all available cost control measures is limited by regulatory
considerations, the threat of litigation or liability concerns, operational and systems issues and relationships and arrangements with hospitals,
physicians and other providers.

To mitigate retrospective denial of inpatient payments for health care services, improve communication and enhance customer service and
improve relationships with hospitals, the Company maintains its Day of Service Decision Making program. As a result of the Day of Service
Decision Making Program, the Company s use of retrospective denials of hospital days has generally ceased except with respect to weekends and
holidays when hospital and Oxford utilization management personnel do not review cases, or in unusual circumstances.

Capitation, Risk Transfer, Insurance, Reinsurance and Other Arrangements

The Company has agreements with various entities covering, among other things, laboratory, radiology, physical therapy, orthopedic,
chiropractic, post-acute care management, rare disease management, congestive heart failure disease, coronary artery disease and diabetes
management services. These agreements are structured to mitigate the Company s exposure to medical cost trend while continuing to cover
medically necessary services. These agreements generally include provisions intended to maintain or enhance the quality of care delivered to the
Company s members. The aggregate effect of such agreements in 2003 was to reduce the Company s costs for covered services that, in part,
contribute to the Company s ability to minimize the net increase in its total medical costs. The Company believes such agreements will assist it in
minimizing 2004 medical cost increases, but there can be no assurances that all of these arrangements will be successful in containing medical
costs or will continue throughout 2004.

The Company s agreement for the management of orthopedic services covers fully insured commercial members through November 2004.
Pursuant to this agreement, the vendor performs utilization management services and pays claims for certain participating providers. The
Company has been notified by the two insurers that guaranteed certain savings targets pursuant to a third-party agreement for utilization
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insurance agreements. The Company s claims under these insurance agreements total $30 million for 2003, with a possible claim of an additional
$30 million for 2004. One of the insurers has commenced an arbitration seeking to rescind or terminate the insurance agreements claiming
various misrepresentations and material breaches of the agreements by the Company. The Company believes the insurers claims are without
merit and will vigorously seek to enforce its rights. The Company has established a receivable of $3.5 million as of December 31, 2003,

included in other receivables, representing the premium for coverage to date under the policies.

In December 2002, the Company entered into a five-year agreement under which an independent third party vendor provides certain
administrative services relating to the provision, utilization review and processing of claims for chiropractic services received by Tri-State Area
commercial members. The vendor assumes certain risk under the arrangement for costs above a predetermined target. In addition, the Company
entered into an agreement in 2002 with a vendor for disease management of members with congestive heart failure ( CHF ). The arrangement
includes monitoring of high-risk members through electronic equipment in their homes, coordination of care and member education. In October
2003, the Company entered into a new five-year performance based, disease management agreement with this vendor for certain of the
Company s members with CHF, coronary artery disease and diabetes.

The Company also has agreements in place covering laboratory and radiology services. Under these agreements, the Company s exposure for
specified procedures is generally at a negotiated aggregate per member per month cost which is less than the Company s anticipated costs for
such services based on historical cost and trend factors. The radiology agreement has been extended through April 30, 2006, subject to
regulatory approval, and the laboratory agreement expires on December 31, 2007.

The Company has a five-year pharmacy benefit management agreement (the PBM Agreement ) with Medco Health Solutions, Inc. ( Medco ),
effective January 1, 2002, pursuant to which Medco provides pharmacy benefit management services, including retail and mail-order pharmacy
services, to the Company s members. The Company also has an alliance agreement with Medco (the Alliance Agreement ) under which the
Company has furnished and will continue to furnish de-identified claim information to the vendor as well as strategic consultative and other
services to Medco over the term of the agreement. On December 9, 2003, the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

( U.S. Attorney ) filed an amended complaint in an action pending in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania
against Medco, alleging that Medco sought to influence the awarding of the PBM Agreement by the Company through the payment of
approximately $87 million pursuant to the Alliance Agreement. No action has been filed or is pending against the Company. The Company
denies the allegations in the amended complaint against Medco. The U.S. Attorney is conducting an investigation into this matter and the
Company is cooperating with the investigation. The Company cannot predict whether the outcome of the complaint against Medco or the U.S.
Attorney s investigation will have an adverse effect on the Company. The Company has also responded to a request for information from the
New York State Insurance Department ( NYSID ) regarding the Alliance Agreement.

Medicare Risk-Sharing Agreements

In an effort to control increasing medical costs in its Medicare programs, the Company currently has certain risk-sharing agreements in effect
with two hospitals and with a physician group, whereby the providers assume certain risks for medical costs. Premium revenues for the
Medicare members covered under these agreements totaled approximately $205 million in 2003 and $189 million in 2002 for approximately
22,300 members in 2003 and 22,650 members in 2002. The Company is currently negotiating with one of these hospitals to renew an agreement
which expires in April 2004. The Company is continuing to explore other risk-sharing or risk-transfer opportunities relating to its Medicare
members with providers and other organizations.

Implementing Medicare risk-sharing contracts involves various risks and operational challenges, and there can be no assurance that these
contracts will be successful in controlling the Company s future costs. Moreover,
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cost savings under these agreements are achieved in certain instances through alternative physician arrangements and more targeted utilization
review programs, all of which may adversely affect member and provider satisfaction with the Company s Medicare plans. These arrangements
are also subject to compliance with risk-sharing regulations adopted by CMS and the States of New York and New Jersey that require disclosure
and reinsurance for specified levels of risk-sharing. See Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements .

The agreements discussed in Managing Health Care Costs all require the Company to undertake various obligations, including changes to its
medical management policies and internal business procedures, some of which require computer programming and alteration of existing referral
patterns, as well as regulatory approvals, among other items. Because of the complexity of its medical delivery system, disputes sometimes arise
in the normal course of business over the degree of the Company s satisfaction of its or the other entities various obligations under these
cost-containment agreements. The Company also bears the risk of non-performance or default by the parties to such cost-containment
arrangements.

Government Regulation

The Company and its HMO and insurance subsidiaries are subject to substantial federal and state laws and regulations, including licensing and
other requirements, relating to the offering of the Company s existing products in new markets and offerings of new products, which may restrict
the Company s ability to expand its business. The failure of the Company or its subsidiaries to comply with existing or future laws and
regulations could materially and adversely affect the operations, financial condition and prospects of the Company. The description below of
existing and proposed federal and state laws and regulations that affect the Company and its subsidiaries is only a summary of, and does not
purport to be a complete description of, all such laws and regulations.

State and Federal Regulation

Oxford s HMO and insurance subsidiaries are licensed to operate by the insurance departments, and, in some cases, health departments, in the
states in which they operate. Federal and state laws and regulations impose substantial requirements on the Company s HMO and insurance
subsidiaries regarding such matters as licensure, provider networks, medical care delivery and quality assurance programs, provider contracts
(including but not limited to contracts that involve risk-sharing or risk-transfer), certain administrative services contracts, approval of contracts
with health care providers and administrative services providers, claims payment standards, minimum coverage obligations, including
mandatory benefits, policy language, mandatory product offerings, utilization review standards and procedures, including internal and external
member and provider appeals and financial condition, and disclosures to members and providers. In addition, the Company and its HMO and
insurance subsidiaries are subject to state and, with respect to Medicare participation, federal laws and regulations relating to financial
requirements and regulations relating to government contracts, premium rates, loss ratios, cash reserves, minimum net worth, participation in
certain state-wide risk spreading pools among insurers, and transactions between affiliated companies, including dividends. Recently enacted
state and federal laws and regulations impose additional requirements on the Company and its HMO and insurance subsidiaries relating to
security and confidentiality of health care information. As part of the regulatory process, the Company and its HMO and insurance subsidiaries
are required to file periodic reports with the relevant state agencies and meet certain requirements relating to, among other things, operations,
premium rates and covered benefits, financial condition and marketing practices.

The Company and its HMO and insurance subsidiaries are also subject to state laws regarding insurers and HMOs that are subsidiaries of
insurance holding companies. Under such laws, certain dividends, distributions and other transactions between an insurance or HMO subsidiary
and the holding company or its other subsidiaries require notification to, or the approval of, one or more state insurance or health departments.
These laws also require prior regulatory approval for any change of control of an HMO or insurance subsidiary. For
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purposes of these laws, generally control means the possession, directly or indirectly, of the power to direct or cause the direction of the
management and policies of an entity. Control is presumed to exist when a person, group of persons or entity acquires the power to vote 10% or
more of the voting securities of another entity.

The Company s HMO and insurance subsidiaries are subject to periodic examination by the applicable state regulatory authorities regarding,
among other things, the application of actuarial methodologies. From time to time, the Company has routine discussions with such state
regulatory authorities. For a description of recent examinations, see Legal Proceedings State Insurance and Health Departments .

The Company is also affected by certain state regulated risk allocation pools and state health care public policy initiatives. The risk allocation
pools are designed primarily to spread the claims risk among participating plans under certain circumstances. New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut also impose assessments that are used to fund the state health and insurance departments and other state initiatives. Examples of
these programs include, but are not limited to:

the New York Market Stabilization Pools requires insurers participating in the small group and individual insurance market in New
York to contribute certain amounts to, or receive certain amounts from, the New York Stabilization Pools based upon certain paid
claims criteria and other criteria outlined in the applicable regulations;

the New York Stop Loss Pools provide insurers and HMOs participating in certain mandated health insurance programs in New York
with a limited amount of stop loss insurance for claims paid under these programs;

the Connecticut Small Employer Reinsurance Pool allows Connecticut health plans to purchase low deductible stop-loss coverage
from the Reinsurance Pool for individuals and/or groups ceded by the plans to the Reinsurance Pool. Plans have also been assessed
based on market share to cover Reinsurance Pool losses in years past. The Health Reinsurance Association provides for assessments of
health plans to cover pool losses related to individual conversions from group coverage or plans;

the New Jersey Individual Health Coverage program assesses participating carriers in the individual market based on their market
share of enrollment to cover certain program losses defined in the applicable regulations.

The state health care public policy initiatives are designed to require health care payors to contribute to funds that support public policy health

care initiatives in general, including defraying the costs of other health care providers such as hospitals. Examples of these types of programs
include the health care financing policies established in New York under the Health Care Reform Act ( HCRA ) which includes the requirement
that payors pay assessments to assist in the funding of hospital Graduate Medical Education ( GME ) and Bad Debt and Charity Care ( BDCC ).
HCRA and the GME and BDCC assessments were re-authorized effective July 1, 2003 through June 30, 2005.

The state of the economy has negatively affected state budgets, including tax collections, which has resulted in states attempting to defray
various programs costs through increased taxes, new taxes, increased assessments and new assessments on employers, including the Company,
as well as on insurers, HMOs and other health care payors for the specific programs in which the Company participates such as the New York
GME and BDCC programs, the New York Market Stabilization Pools and other programs or on the services of health care providers. In New
York, the State Legislature passed into law the New York State 2003-2004 budget that includes, among other things, a 75% increase in the
premium tax on health insurers (partially offset by the elimination of the franchise tax on health insurers), a 10% increase in the BDCC
assessment, an increase in excess of 5% in the GME assessment and an approximately 19% increase in the assessment for the Department of
Insurance and the Department of Health budgets (to which the Company is required to contribute). Although the Company could attempt to
mitigate or cover the effects of such increased costs through, among other things, increases in premiums, there can be no assurance that the
Company will be able to mitigate or cover all of such
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costs resulting from the provisions of the New York State budget. Changes in the implementation, administration and regulation of these
programs could adversely affect the Company s medical costs and results of operations. All of these programs, and the Company s liabilities
under or potential recoveries from them, are continually subject to change.

The Company s ability to set or increase premium rates, including commissions, on its products is subject to state regulation and interpretation by
regulators. Depending on the state and the product, the Company is generally required either to file the rates with and obtain approval from the
applicable regulatory authority, or file the rates with the applicable regulatory authority without required approval. In certain limited situations,

no filing is required and premium rate changes can be implemented immediately.

During the past several years, New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and other states where the Company does business have enacted significant
legislation relating to managed care plans which contain provisions relating to, among other things, consumer disclosure, utilization review,
removal of providers from the network, appeals processes for both providers and members, mandatory benefits and products, including
infertility, mental health and clinical trials, state funding pools, prompt payment and provider contract requirements. These states also passed
legislation governing the prompt payment of claims that requires, among other things, that health plans pay claims within certain prescribed time
periods or pay interest ranging from 10% to 15% per annum plus penalties. The New York State Department of Insurance has re-interpreted
existing laws and regulations to limit the ability to apply contract exclusions. The impact of this re-interpretation is that additional claims will be
reviewed for a demonstration of medical necessity, and more appeals may be submitted to external review. The Company has incurred interest
and penalties for late payment of claims in the past and may incur additional prompt pay fines in the future. See Legal Proceedings State
Insurance and Health Departments .

Federal laws which govern the Company s business and which significantly affect its operations include, among others:

The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 ( HIPAA ) was enacted to (i) ensure portability of health insurance to
certain individuals, (ii) guarantee availability of health insurance to employees in the small group market, (iii) prevent exclusion of
individuals from coverage under group plans based on health status and (iv) develop national standards for the electronic exchange of
health information. In furtherance of the latter, the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services ( DHHS ) was directed to develop
rules for standardizing electronic transmission of health care information and to protect its security and privacy. Under these rules,
health plans, clearinghouses and providers are now required to (a) comply with a variety of requirements concerning their use and
disclosure of individuals protected health information, (b) establish rigorous internal procedures to protect health information and (c)
enter into business associate contracts with those companies to whom protected health information is disclosed. Violations of these
rules will be subject to significant penalties. HIPAA privacy rules could expose the Company to additional liability for, among other
things, violations by its business associates. HIPAA s requirements with regard to privacy and confidentiality became effective in April
2003. HIPAA requirements standardizing electronic transactions between health plans, providers and clearinghouses became effective
in October 2003. The Company believes that it has met all applicable HIPAA deadlines. The Company currently estimates that it will
incur additional HIPAA compliance costs in 2004 and beyond. However, the Company cannot predict the ultimate impact HIPAA will
have on its business and results of operations in future periods.

The Mental Health Parity Act of 1996 prohibits group health plans and health insurance issuers providing mental health benefits from
imposing lower aggregate annual or lifetime dollar-limits on mental health benefits than any such limits for medical or surgical
benefits. These requirements do not apply to small employers who have not more than 50 employees or to any group health plan
whose costs increase one percent or more due to the application of these requirements.

The Women s Health and Cancer Rights Act of 1998 requires health insurance carriers of group and individual commercial policies
that cover mastectomies to cover reconstructive surgery or related services following a mastectomy.
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The Newborns and Mothers Health Protection Act of 1996 generally prohibits group health plans and health insurance issuers from
restricting benefits for a mother s or newborn child s hospital stay in connection with childbirth to less than 48 hours for a vaginal
delivery and to less than 96 hours for a cesarean section.

The Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 ( ERISA ) governs employee welfare plans, including self-funded plans. There
have been legislative attempts to limit ERISA s preemptive effect on state laws. If such limitations are enacted, they might increase the
Company s exposure under state law claims that relate to self- funded plans administered by the Company and may permit greater state
regulation of other aspects of those business operations.

The U.S. Department of Labor has adopted federal regulations that establish claims procedures for employee benefit plans governed
by ERISA (insured and self-insured), effective for claims filed on the first day of the first ERISA plan year that began on or after July
1, 2002, but no later than January 1, 2003.

The Company is also subject to federal and state laws, rules and regulations generally applicable to public corporations, including, but not
limited to, those administered by the Securities and Exchange Commission, the Internal Revenue Service and state corporate and taxation
departments. The Company is also subject to the listing standards of the New York Stock Exchange, Inc. ( NYSE ). The federal government,
certain states and the NYSE and other self-regulatory organizations have recently passed or proposed new laws, rules or regulations generally
applicable to corporations, including the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002, that affect or could affect the Company. These changes will increase the
Company s costs and complexity of doing business and may expose the Company to additional potential liability.

Medicare Regulation

In order to be eligible to enter into Medicare contracts with CMS, an HMO must remain in compliance with certain financial, reporting and
organizational requirements under applicable federal statutes and regulations in addition to meeting the requirements established pursuant to
applicable state law. Oxford NY, Oxford NJ and Oxford CT currently meet such requirements.

The Company s HMOs with Medicare contracts, Oxford NY, Oxford NJ and Oxford CT, are subject to regulation by CMS with respect to certain
administrative matters and operational aspects of their Medicare plans. CMS has the right, directly and through peer review organizations, to

audit the Company s health plans operating under Medicare contracts to determine each health plan s compliance with the contract and applicable
laws and regulations. In addition, CMS regulations prohibit HMOs with Medicare contracts from including any direct or indirect payment to
physicians or other providers as an inducement to reduce or limit medically necessary services to a Medicare beneficiary. These regulations
impose certain requirements relating to physician incentive plans such as bonuses or withholds that place a physician at substantial financial risk
as defined in the Medicare regulations. The Company s ability to maintain compliance with these rules and regulations depends, in part, on its
receipt of timely and accurate information from its providers. CMS regulations also generally prohibit payments as an inducement for referrals

for health care services. While the Company believes it is in compliance with all of such Medicare regulations, it is subject to future audit and
review.

The Balanced Budget Act of 1997, which changed the way health plans were compensated for Medicare members, had the effect of reducing
reimbursement in high cost metropolitan areas with a large number of teaching hospitals, such as the Company s service areas. As a result of the
Balanced Budget Act of 1997, over the last several years, the Company reduced its Medicare membership by, among other things, reducing
benefits and withdrawing from certain counties. On December 8, 2003, the Medicare Prescription Drug Act of 2003 ( MDA ) was signed into law.
MDA will increase the reimbursement rates to managed care plans offering Medicare Advantage plans. The Company is currently considering

the potential effects that MDA will have on its Medicare business. MDA will allow Oxford to provide its current and future Medicare members
richer benefits. The Company is also considering re-entering counties in the Tri-State Area where it had previously discontinued
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offering Medicare plans. The most significant features of MDA include: (i) the creation of an interim Medicare-endorsed prescription drug
discount card in 2004 and 2005; (ii) expanded Medicare prescription drug coverage effective in January 2006; (iii) the addition of new health
plan options as of January 2006 at the regional and local levels; (iv) a change in the way participating health plans are reimbursed for the
services they provide under Medicare; (v) modification of payments to many types of Medicare providers; and (vi) the establishment as of
January 2006 of a competitive bidding mechanism for Medicare Advantage plans to replace the existing adjusted community rating ( ACR )
proposals.

On January 16, 2004, CMS published new Medicare Advantage rates for 2004. CMS increase in the basic rates resulted in increased rates of
reimbursement to Oxford from current levels. Health plans have the option to use the additional 2004 reimbursement for reducing enrollee
premiums or cost sharing mechanisms, enhancing benefits and/or stabilizing beneficiary access to providers.

The Company cannot precisely estimate the effect of MDA or other future Medicare regulations on its business or results of operations in future
periods.

Proposed Regulatory Developments

State and federal government authorities are continually considering changes to laws and regulations applicable to Oxford s HMO and insurance
subsidiaries. Over the past several years there has been significant controversy over allegations that payment for care has been inappropriately
withheld or delayed by health care plans. This has led to significant public and political support for reform of health care regulation. The U.S.
Congress and states in which Oxford operates routinely consider regulation or legislation relating to mandatory coverage of certain benefits
(such as, but not limited to, infertility and mental health benefits), provider compensation arrangements, health plan liability in cases when
members do not receive appropriate or timely care, disclosure and composition of physician networks, health plan solvency standards and
procedures dictating health plan utilization management and claim payment standards, among other matters. In recent years, bills have been
introduced in the legislatures in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut including some form of the so-called Any Willing Provider initiative
which would require HMOs to allow any provider or facility meeting their credentialing criteria and willing to accept the HMOs reimbursement
and conditions of participation to join their network regardless of geographic need, hospital admitting privileges and other important factors.
Recently, certain states have proposed requiring health plans to finance subsidy mechanisms to assist certain physicians purchase of medical
malpractice insurance coverage. Certain of these bills have also included provisions relating to mandatory disclosure of medical management
policies and physician reimbursement methodologies. Numerous other health care proposals have been introduced in the U.S. Congress and in
state legislatures. These include provisions which place limitations on premium and profit levels, impose taxes on employers and insurers to
fund universal health care, impose liability on health plans in cases when members do not receive appropriate or timely care, increase minimum
capital and reserves and other financial viability requirements, prohibit or limit capitated arrangements or provider financial incentives, mandate
benefits (including coverage of early intervention services, mandatory length of stay with surgery or emergency room coverage), define medical
necessity and provide for an antitrust exemption to permit competing health care professionals to bargain collectively with health plans and other
entities. State regulators also may change their interpretation of existing laws and regulations relating to the issues described above, or other
issues, and such changes could have a material impact on the Company.

Congress is also considering proposals relating to health care reform, including a comprehensive package of requirements on managed care
plans called the Patient Bill of Rights ( PBOR ) legislation. These proposals seek to hold health plans liable for claims regarding health care
delivery and accusations of improper denial of care, among other items. In addition, on June 19, 2003, the United States House of
Representatives passed legislation permitting small businesses to pool together as Association Health Plans ( AHPs ) to purchase or self-fund
health care coverage. The legislation provides AHPs with significant regulatory and rating advantages which would prevail over state and
federal law applicable to most insurers and HMOs, including the Company. The United States Senate has not taken any action on the legislation.
In 2001, the State of New Jersey passed a health
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plan liability law similar to certain portions of the PBOR legislation being considered by Congress. Under the New Jersey law generally, after
exhausting an appeal through an independent review board, a person covered under a health plan is permitted to sue the carrier for economic and
non-economic losses, including pain and suffering, that occur as the result of the carrier s negligence with respect to the denial of, or delay in,
approving or providing medically necessary covered services. The New Jersey legislation and the Federal PBOR legislation, if enacted, could
expose the Company to significant litigation risk. Such litigation could be costly to the Company and could have a significant effect on the
Company s results of operations. Although the Company could attempt to mitigate or cover the effects of such costs through, among other things,
increases in premiums, there can be no assurance that the Company will be able to mitigate or cover the costs stemming from such PBOR
legislation or the other costs incurred in connection with complying with such PBOR legislation.

Recently enacted legislation and the proposed regulatory and legislative changes described above, if enacted, could increase health care costs
and administrative expenses and otherwise adversely affect the business, results of operations and financial condition of the Company and its
competitors.

Quality Management

The majority of physicians in Oxford s commercial and Medicare networks in the Tri-State Area are board certified in their specialty (by passing
certifying examinations in the specialty as recognized by the American Board of Specialties) or become board certified within five years of
becoming eligible. In certain limited circumstances such as community need, geographic need, or academic affiliation, board certification may

be waived. Additionally, Oxford maintains a credentialing process for the Tri-State Area consistent with the National Committee on Quality
Assurance ( NCQA ) guidelines. NCQA is a non-profit organization dedicated to improving managed care quality and service. All such physician
assessments consist of primary verification of credentials, query of the National Practitioner Data Bank, state medical boards and admitting
hospitals for malpractice history, disciplinary actions and/or restrictions of hospital privileges and on-site office evaluation of selected physicians
to determine compliance with Oxford standards. The re-credentialing cycle is every three years, consistent with NCQA guidelines. The
re-credentialing review consists of repeating select components of the initial credentialing process and a review of the physician s practice
patterns with Oxford. This process also includes evaluating the results of quality assurance reviews, complaints from members concerning the
physician, utilization patterns and the physician s compliance with Oxford s administrative protocols.

The Company s physician contracts require adherence to Oxford s Quality Assurance and Utilization Management Programs. Oxford s Quality
Management Committees, which are composed of physicians from within Oxford s network of providers, advise the Company s Chief Medical
Officer concerning the development of credentialing and other medical quality criteria. The Quality Management Committees may elect to
sanction providers based upon their review of a provider s practice patterns or outcomes. The committees also provide oversight of Oxford s
Quality Assurance and Utilization Management Programs through peer review and ongoing review of performance indicators.

The Company seeks to evaluate the quality and appropriateness of medical services provided to its members by performing member and
physician satisfaction studies. The Company also conducts on-site review of medical records at selected physician offices facilitating retrieval of
statistical information which allows for problem resolution in the event of member or physician complaints and for retrieval of data when
conducting focused studies.

In March 2002, NCQA completed its periodic review of the Company s operations. NCQA rates companies according to the following scale:
excellent, commendable, accredited, provisional and denied. In June 2002, NCQA upgraded the Company s status to Excellent for Oxford s New
York HMO and Medicare operations, its New Jersey HMO operations and its Connecticut HMO and Medicare operations. Oxford s New Jersey
Medicare operations achieved a Commendable rating. There can be no assurance that the Company will achieve the same level of accreditation

in the future.
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Risk Management

The Company maintains general liability, property, employee fidelity, directors and officers and professional liability insurance coverage in
amounts the Company deems prudent. The Company generally requires contracting physicians, physician groups and hospitals to maintain
professional liability and malpractice insurance in an amount consistent with industry standards.

Competition

HMOs and health insurance companies operate in a highly competitive environment. The Company has numerous competitors, including
for-profit and not-for-profit HMOs, PPOs, administrative service providers and indemnity insurance carriers, some of which have substantially
larger enrollments than the Company. The Company competes with independent HMOs, such as Health Insurance Plan of New York, which
have significant enrollment in the New York metropolitan area. The Company also competes with HMOs and managed care plans sponsored by
large health insurance companies, such as CIGNA Corporation, Aetna Inc., UnitedHealth Group, Health Net, Inc. and for-profit and non-profit
Blue Cross/ Blue Shield affiliated companies. These competitors have large enrollment in the Company s service areas and, in some cases,
greater financial resources than the Company. Additional competitors, including emerging competitors in e-commerce insurance or benefit
programs and consumer-directed health plans, are entering and may continue to enter the Company s markets in the future. The Company
believes that the network of providers under contract with Oxford is an important competitive factor. However, the cost of providing benefits is,
in many instances, the controlling factor in obtaining and retaining employer groups, and certain of Oxford s competitors have set premium rates
at levels below Oxford s rates for comparable products. Oxford anticipates that premium pricing will continue to be highly competitive.

To address rising health care costs, some large employer groups have consolidated their health benefits programs and are offering fewer options
to their employees. Other employer groups have considered a variety of health care options to encourage employees to use the most
cost-effective form of health care services. These options, which include indemnity insurance plans, HMO plans, EPO plans, POS plans, PPO
plans and consumer-directed plans, may be provided by third parties or may be self-funded by the employer. The Company believes that
employers will seek to offer health plans that provide for in plan and out-of-plan options while encouraging members to use the most
cost-effective form of health care services through, among other things, increased copayments, deductibles and coinsurance. Although many of
the Company s products offer these options to employers, there is no assurance that the Company will be able to continue to compete effectively
for the business of employer groups.

Status of Information Systems

The Company continues to assess and make improvements relating to additional integration and functionality for its information technology and
claims payment systems. There can be no assurance that the Company will be successful in preventing future system problems that could result
in payment delays and claims processing errors. Operating and other issues can lead to data problems that affect performance of important
functions, including claims payment and group and individual billing. Computer hardware is subject to unplanned downtime, as well as natural
disasters and other catastrophic events, which could adversely affect the Company s operations. The Company is continuously endeavoring to
improve its operating and information systems and is currently engaged in testing and improving its disaster recovery and business continuity
plans.

Employees
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considers its relations with its employees to be good.
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Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements

Certain statements contained in Business , Legal Proceedings and Management s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of
Operations , including, but not limited to, statements concerning future results of operations or financial position, future liquidity, future ability to
receive cash from the Company s regulated subsidiaries, future ability to pay dividends, future ability to retire debt or purchase outstanding
shares of the Company s common stock, future deployment of excess cash, the likelihood of realizing investment gains at comparable levels in
the future, future capital structure, future health care and administrative costs, future premium rates and yields for commercial and Medicare
business, future average per member reimbursement for Medicare, future membership levels and development of new lines of business, future
growth in contiguous geographic markets, future health care benefits, future provider networks, future provider utilization rates, future medical
loss ratio levels, future recoveries from state regulated risk allocation pools, future claims payment, service performance and other operations
matters, future administrative loss ratio levels, management s belief that the Company will obtain the full benefit of the net deferred tax assets
recorded at December 31, 2003, the Company s information systems, proposed efforts to control health care and administrative costs, future
impact of delegation, capitation, risk-transfer and other cost-containment agreements with health care providers and related organizations of
providers, including insurance and reinsurance coverage for risk-transfer arrangements, future enrollment levels, government regulation such as
the proposed PBOR legislation, HIPAA and MDA, and the impact of new laws and regulation, the future of the health care industry, and the
impact on the Company of threatened or pending legal proceedings and regulatory investigations and examinations, and other statements
contained herein regarding matters that are not historical facts, are forward-looking statements (as such term is defined in the Securities

Exchange Act of 1934, as amended). Because such statements involve risks and uncertainties, actual results may differ materially from those
expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Factors that could cause actual results to differ materially include, but are not limited
to, those discussed below.

IBNR estimates; Inability to control health care costs

Medical costs payable in Oxford s financial statements include reserves for incurred but not reported or paid claims ( IBNR ) that are estimated by
Oxford. The Company estimates the provision for IBNR using standard actuarial loss development methodologies applied to loss development

data summarized on the basis of the month services are rendered and the month claims are paid, processed or received, and considers other items
including, without limitation, historical levels of denied claims, medical cost trends, seasonal patterns and changes in membership mix. The
estimates for submitted claims and IBNR are made on an accrual basis and adjusted in future periods as necessary. The Company believes that

its reserves for IBNR are adequate to satisfy its ultimate claim liability. However, there can be no assurances as to the ultimate accuracy of such
estimates. Any adjustments to such estimates could benefit or adversely affect Oxford s results of operations in future periods.

The Company s future results of operations depend, in part, on its ability to predict and manage health care costs (through, among other things,
benefit design, utilization review and case management programs, analytic tools, delegation, capitation, risk-transfer, insurance, reinsurance and
other payment arrangements with providers or groups of providers or other parties, including, without limitation, arrangements with vendors
related to certain types of diagnostic testing, professional services and disease management and arrangements with hospitals and physician
groups) while providing members with coverage for the health care benefits provided under their contracts. However, Oxford s ability to contain
such costs may be adversely affected by various factors, including, but not limited to: changes in payment methodologies, changes in the
historical patterns of health care utilization and/or unit costs generally and directly or indirectly related to the war on terrorism or the concerns of
members or providers due to the threat of terrorism, new technologies and health care practices, changes in hospital costs, nursing and drug
shortages, changes in demographics and trends, expansion into new markets, changes in laws or regulations, changes in interpretation of existing
laws and regulations, mandated benefits or practices, selection biases, increases in unit costs paid to providers, termination of agreements with
providers or groups of providers, termination of, or disputes under, delegation, capitation, risk-transfer, insurance, reinsurance
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and other payment arrangements with providers or groups of providers or other insurance or reinsurance arrangements, epidemics, acts of
terrorism and bioterrorism or other catastrophes, including war, inability to establish or maintain acceptable compensation arrangements with
providers or groups of providers, operational and regulatory issues which could delay, prevent or impede those arrangements, and higher
utilization of medical services, including, without limitation, higher out-of-network utilization. There can be no assurance that the Company will
be successful in mitigating the effect of any or all of the above-listed or other factors.

The Company s medical costs are also affected by the implementation, administration and regulation of certain state regulated risk allocation
pools, such as the New York Market Stabilization Pools, as well as certain state health care public policy initiatives, such as the New York GME
and BDCC programs. Numerous factors, including, but not limited to, the Company s membership mix and product allocation amongst the health
plans and carriers in a particular region or state, could cause the Company to make payments to the state regulated risk allocation pools or to the
state health care public policy initiatives or could allow it to receive funds from the risk allocation pools. The administration and regulation of
these programs and specific financing formulas related to these programs have been, and continue to be, subject to change. The Company has
learned that some of its competitors in New York who may be required to pay substantial amounts into the New York Stabilization Pool may
seek to challenge the legality of the NYSID s regulations related to this pool or the manner in which the regulations have been interpreted. It is
also possible that the NYSID could amend or interpret its regulations in response to the objections raised by these competitors in a manner that
would materially affect what the Company may be required to pay to, or receive from, the New York Stabilization Pool. The manner in which
the NYSID administers the Pools also could have a material impact on the competitive conditions and relative premium pricing of each
competitor in the New York individual and small group markets. HCRA and the GME and BDCC assessments were re-authorized effective July
1, 2003 through June 30, 2005.

Changes in the implementation, administration and regulation of these programs could adversely affect the Company s medical costs and results
of operations. All of these programs, and the Company s liabilities or potential recoveries under or from them, are continually subject to change.

General economic conditions

Changes in economic conditions could affect the Company s business and results of operations. The state of the economy could affect the
Company s employer group renewal prospects and its ability to collect or increase premiums. The state of the economy has also negatively
affected state budgets, which has resulted in states increasing or imposing new taxes and assessments on insurers, including the Company, as
discussed below under Changes in laws and regulations . Although the Company has attempted to diversify its product offerings to address the
changing needs of its membership, there can be no assurance that the effects of a change in economic conditions will not cause its existing
membership to seek health coverage alternatives that the Company does not offer or will not result in significant membership loss, lower average
premium yields or decreased margins on continuing membership.

Effects of terrorism

There can be no assurance that the war on terrorism, the threat of future acts of terrorism or the related concerns of members or providers will
not adversely affect the Company s health care costs and its ability to predict and control such costs. Future acts of terrorism and bio-terrorism
could adversely affect the Company through, among other things: (i) increased utilization of health care services including, without limitation,
hospital and physician services, ancillary testing and procedures, vaccinations, such as the smallpox vaccine and potential associated side effects,
prescriptions for drugs, mental health services and other services; (ii) loss of membership as the result of lay-offs or other in force reductions of
employment; (iii) adverse effects upon the financial condition or business of employers who sponsor health care coverage for their employees;
(iv) disruption of the Company s business or operations; or (v) disruption of the financial and insurance markets in general.
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The effect of higher administrative costs

There can be no assurance that the Company will be able to maintain administrative costs at current levels. The increased administrative costs of
new or proposed laws or regulations, such as PBOR legislation, HIPAA or MDA could adversely affect the Company s ability to maintain its
current levels of administrative expenses.

Changes in laws and regulations

The health care financing industry in general, and HMOs and health insurance companies in particular, are subject to substantial federal and

state government laws and regulations, including, but not limited to, laws and regulations relating to cash reserves, minimum net worth,
minimum medical loss ratio, licensing, policy language, benefits and exclusions, external review, payment practices, mandatory products and
benefits, provider compensation arrangements, approval requirements for policy forms and provider contracts, disclosures to members and
providers, security and confidentiality of health care information, premium and reimbursement rates and periodic examinations by state and
federal agencies. State laws and regulations require the Company s HMO and insurance subsidiaries to maintain restricted cash or available cash
reserves and restrict their ability to make dividend payments, loans or other payments to the Company.

State and federal government authorities are continually considering changes to laws and regulations applicable to the Company or to the
interpretation of such laws or regulations. Any such changes could have a material adverse effect upon the Company and its results of
operations. Such state and federal government authorities are currently considering or have, in some cases, adopted regulations relating to,
among other things, mandatory benefits such as infertility treatment and products, early intervention services, policy language, benefits and
exclusions, ability to pay dividends, parity of access to certain medical benefits such as mental health and chiropractic services, defining medical
necessity, provider compensation, health plan liability to members who fail to receive appropriate care, limits on premium rates and rate
approval, claims payment practices and prompt pay rules, disclosure and composition of physician networks, and allowing physicians to
collectively negotiate contract terms with carriers, including fees. These proposals could apply to the Company and could have a material
adverse effect upon the Company and its results of operations. State regulators also may change their interpretation of existing laws and
regulations relating to the issues described above, or other issues, and such changes could have a material impact on the Company. Congress is
also considering proposals relating to health care reform, including PBOR legislation. These proposals seek to hold health plans liable for claims
regarding health care delivery and accusations of improper denial of care, among other items. In addition, on June 19, 2003, the United States
House of Representatives passed legislation permitting small businesses to pool together as Association Health Plans ( AHPs ) to purchase or
self-fund health care coverage. The legislation provides AHPs with significant regulatory and rating advantages which would prevail over state
and federal law applicable to most insurers and HMOs, including the Company. The United States Senate has not taken any action on the
legislation. In 2001, the State of New Jersey passed a health plan liability law similar to certain portions of the PBOR legislation being
considered by Congress. Under the New Jersey law generally, after exhausting an appeal through an independent review board, a person covered
under a health plan is permitted to sue the carrier for economic and non-economic losses, including pain and suffering, that occur as the result of
the carrier s negligence with respect to the denial of, or delay in, approving or providing medically necessary covered services. The New Jersey
legislation and the Federal PBOR legislation, if enacted, could expose the Company to significant litigation risk. Such litigation could be costly
to the Company and could have a significant effect on the Company s results of operations. Although the Company could attempt to mitigate or
cover the effects of such costs through, among other things, increases in premiums, there can be no assurance that the Company will be able to
mitigate or cover the costs stemming from such PBOR legislation or the other costs incurred in connection with complying with such PBOR
legislation.
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The Company is also affected by certain state regulated risk allocation pools and state health care public policy initiatives. The risk allocation
pools are designed primarily to spread claims risk. New York, New Jersey and Connecticut also impose assessments that are used to fund the
state health and insurance departments and other state initiatives. Examples of these programs include, but are not limited to:

the New York Market Stabilization Pools requires insurers participating in the small group and individual insurance market in New
York to contribute certain amounts to, or receive certain amounts from, the New York Stabilization Pools based upon certain paid
claims criteria and other criteria outlined in the applicable regulations;

the New York Stop Loss Pools provide insurers and HMOs participating in certain mandated health insurance programs in New York
with a limited amount of stop loss insurance for claims paid under these programs;

the Connecticut Small Employer Reinsurance Pool allows Connecticut health plans to purchase low deductible stop-loss coverage
from the Reinsurance Pool for individuals and/or groups ceded by the plans to the Reinsurance Pool. Plans have also been assessed
based on market share to cover Reinsurance Pool losses in years past. The Health Reinsurance Association provides for assessments of
health plans to cover pool losses related to individual conversions from group coverage and plans;

The New Jersey Individual Health Coverage program assesses participating carriers in the individual market based on their market
share of enrollment to cover certain program losses defined in the applicable regulations.

The state health care public policy initiatives are designed to require health care payors to contribute to funds that support public policy health
care initiatives in general, including defraying the costs of other health care providers, such as hospitals. Examples of these types of programs
include the health care financing policies established in New York under HCRA, including the requirement that payors pay an assessment
toward hospital GME and BDCC. HCRA and the GME and BDCC assessments were re-authorized effective July 1, 2003 through June 30,
2005.

The state of the economy has negatively affected state budgets, including tax collections, which has resulted in states attempting to defray
various programs costs through increased taxes, new taxes, increased assessments and new assessments on employers, including the Company,
as well as on insurers, HMOs and other health care payors for the specific programs in which the Company participates such as the New York
GME and BDCC programs, the New York Market Stabilization Pools and other programs or on the services of health care providers. In New
York, the State Legislature passed into law the New York State 2003-2004 budget that includes, among other things, a 75% increase in the
premium tax on health insurers (partially offset by the elimination of the franchise tax on health insurers), a 10% increase in the BDCC
assessment, an increase in excess of 5% in the GME assessment, and an approximately 19% increase in the assessment for the Department of
Insurance and Department of Health budgets (to which the Company is required to contribute). Although the Company could attempt to mitigate
or cover the effects of such increased costs through, among other things, increases in premiums, there can be no assurance that the Company will
be able to mitigate or cover all of such costs resulting from the provisions of the New York State budget. Changes in the implementation,
administration and regulation of these programs could adversely affect the Company s medical costs and results of operations. All of these
programs, and the Company s liabilities under or potential recoveries from them, are continually subject to change.

Under the new HIPAA privacy rules, the Company is required to (a) comply with a variety of requirements concerning its use and disclosure of
individuals protected health information, (b) establish rigorous internal procedures to protect health information and (c) enter into business
associate contracts with those companies to whom protected health information is disclosed. Violations of these rules will be subject to
significant penalties. The final rules do not provide for complete federal preemption of state laws, but rather preempt all contrary state laws
unless the state law is more stringent. HIPAA exposes the Company to additional liability for, among other

Table of Contents 342



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

things, violations by its business associates. HIPAA s requirements with regard to privacy and confidentiality became effective in April 2003.
Also as part of HIPAA, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services issued rules standardizing electronic transactions between health
plans, providers and clearinghouses which became effective in October 2003. The Company believes that it has met all applicable HIPAA
deadlines. The Company currently estimates that it will incur additional HIPAA compliance costs in 2004 and beyond. However, the Company
cannot predict the ultimate impact HIPAA will have on its business and results of operations in future periods.

The Company is also subject to federal and state laws, rules and regulations generally applicable to public corporations, including, but not
limited to, those administered by the Securities and Exchange Commission, the Internal Revenue Service and state corporate and taxation
departments. The Company is also subject to the listing standards of the New York Stock Exchange, Inc. ( NYSE ). The federal government,
certain states and the NYSE and other self-regulatory organizations have recently passed or proposed new laws, rules or regulations generally
applicable to corporations, including the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002, that affect or could affect the Company. These changes could increase the
Company s costs of doing business or could expose the Company to additional potential liability.

The Company prepares its financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States ( GAAP ). Any
changes to GAAP could affect the Company s results of operations.

Regulatory audits and reviews

The Company is continually subject to review and audit by various state and federal authorities, including but not limited to, the New York State
Insurance Department, the New York Department of Health, the Attorney General offices of New York and Connecticut, the New Jersey
Department of Banking and Insurance, the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, the Connecticut Insurance Department, the
California Department of Insurance, CMS, the United States Department of Labor and other departments of labor in states where the Company
has employees. From time to time, the Company has issues pending with, or has operating issues under review with and is the subject of periodic
audits by, such regulatory agencies. While the Company believes its relations with such regulatory agencies are good, the outcome of any
examinations, inquiries and reviews by such regulatory agencies cannot be predicted.

National Committee on Quality Assurance ( NCQA ) accreditation

In March 2002, NCQA, an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to improving managed care quality and service, completed its

periodic review of the Company s operations. NCQA rates companies according to the following scale: excellent, commendable, accredited,

provisional and denied. In June 2002, NCQA upgraded the Company s status to Excellent for Oxford s New York HMO and Medicare operations,

its New Jersey HMO operations and its Connecticut HMO and Medicare operations. Oxford s New Jersey Medicare operations achieved a
Commendable rating. There can be no assurance that the Company will maintain its NCQA accreditation, and the loss of this accreditation could

adversely affect the Company.

Doing business on the Internet

Federal and state laws and regulations directly applicable to communications or commerce over the Internet, such as HIPAA, are becoming more
prevalent. For example, CMS has prohibited the transmission of Medicare eligibility information over the Internet unless certain encryption and
other standards are met. New laws and regulations could adversely affect, or increase costs related to, the business of the Company on the
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www.oxfordhealth.com. Any failure of such vendors to abide by the terms of their agreement with the Company or to comply with applicable
laws and regulations could expose the Company to liability and could adversely affect the Company s ability to provide services and content on
the Internet.
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Matters affecting Medicare business

Premiums for Oxford s Medicare plans are determined through formulas established by CMS for Oxford s Medicare contracts. Generally, since
the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 went into effect, annual health care premium increases for Medicare members have not kept up with the
increases in health care cost. Federal law provides for annual adjustments in Medicare reimbursement by CMS that could reduce the
reimbursement received by the Company. Premium rate increases in a particular region that are lower than the rate of increase in health care
services expense for Oxford s Medicare members in such region, could adversely affect Oxford s results of operations. However, MDA will
increase reimbursement rates to managed care plans offering Medicare Advantage plans. The Company is currently considering the potential
effects MDA will have on its Medicare business. MDA will allow Oxford to provide its current and future Medicare members richer benefits.
The Company is also considering re-entering counties in the Tri-State Area where it had previously discontinued offering Medicare plans. The
Company cannot precisely estimate the effect of MDA or other future Medicare regulations on its business or results of operations in future
periods.

Contracts with providers and provider organizations and other vendors entered into by Oxford with respect to Medicare membership could pose
operational and financial challenges for the Company and could be adversely affected by regulatory actions or by the failure of the Company or
the vendor to comply with the terms of such agreement, and failure under any such agreement could have a material adverse effect on the
Company s cost of providing benefits to Medicare members, Medicare membership, the Company s Medicare results of operations and,
ultimately, the Company s ability to provide Medicare plans. Oxford s Medicare plans are subject to certain additional risks compared to
commercial plans, such as substantially higher comparative medical costs and higher levels of utilization.

Service and management information systems

The Company s claims and service systems depend upon the smooth functioning of its computer systems. These systems remain subject to
unexpected interruptions resulting from occurrences such as hardware failures or the impact of ongoing program modifications. There can be no
assurance that such interruptions will not occur in the future, and any such interruptions could adversely affect the Company s business and
results of operations. Moreover, operating and other issues can lead to data problems that affect the performance of important functions,
including, but not limited to, claims payment and group and individual billing. There can also be no assurance that the Company s process of
improving existing systems, developing new systems to support the Company s operations and improving service levels will not be delayed or
that additional systems issues will not arise in the future.

Health care provider networks/risk-sharing arrangements

The Company is subject to the risk of disruption in its health care provider networks. Network physicians, hospitals and other health care
providers could terminate their contracts with the Company. Most of the Company s contracts with physicians can be terminated on 90 days
notice. The Company s contracts with hospitals that serve a significant portion of its business are generally for multiple year periods, but some
hospital contracts can be terminated on 90 days notice. The Company is routinely engaged in negotiations with health care providers, including
various hospitals and hospital systems, involving payment arrangements, contract terms and other matters. During such negotiations, hospitals,
hospital systems, physicians and other providers may threaten to or, in fact, provide notice of termination of their agreement with the Company
as part of their negotiation strategy. Providers have also threatened to terminate contracts when financial disputes arise. These disputes could
adversely affect the Company or could expose the Company to regulatory or other liabilities. Such events could have a material adverse effect
on the Company s ability to influence its medical costs. Cost-containment and risk-sharing and risk-transfer arrangements entered into by the
Company could be adversely affected by difficulties encountered in the implementation or administration of such arrangements, regulatory
actions, contractual disputes, or the failure of the providers to comply with the terms of such agreements. Furthermore, the effect of mergers and
consolidations of health care providers or potential unionization of, or
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concerted action by, physicians, hospitals or other providers in the Company s service areas, could enhance the providers bargaining power with
respect to higher reimbursement levels and changes to the Company s utilization review and administrative procedures.

Pending litigation and other proceedings against Oxford

The Company is involved in certain legal proceedings, including, among others, those related to (i) a Connecticut action, brought by the
Connecticut State Medical Society, alleging breach of the Connecticut Unfair Trade Practices Act, which case was dismissed and is now on
appeal, (ii) a New York action, brought by the Medical Society of the State of New York on behalf of its members and itself, alleging breach of
contract and violations of the New York General Business Practices Law, Public Health Law and Prompt Payment Law, which case was
dismissed and is now on appeal, (iii) a related, purported class action by New York physicians asserting similar claims, which case has been
stayed pending arbitration and is also on appeal, (iv) a New Jersey action, brought by the Medical Society of New Jersey on behalf of its
members and itself, alleging breach of contract and violations of New Jersey Prompt Pay and Consumer Fraud Acts, which case has been
dismissed and is now on appeal, (v) an attempt to bring class action arbitration by a purported class of New Jersey physicians alleging breach of
contract and violations of New Jersey Prompt Pay and Consumer Fraud Acts, (vi) a purported federal class action grounded in ERISA claims
brought on behalf of Oxford members who have coverage for chiropractic care, and (vii) claims for rescission or termination of an insurance
agreement guaranteeing savings pursuant to a third-party management agreement for orthopedic services. The Company is also involved in other
legal actions in the normal course of its business, some of which seek monetary damages, including claims for punitive damages. The Company
is also the subject of examinations, investigations and inquiries by Federal and state governmental agencies. The results of these lawsuits,
examinations, investigations and inquiries could adversely affect the Company s results of operations, financial condition, membership growth
and ability to retain members through the imposition of sanctions, required changes in operations and potential limitations on enrollment. In
addition, evidence obtained in governmental proceedings could be used adversely against the Company in civil proceedings. The Company
cannot predict the outcomes of these lawsuits, examinations, investigations and inquiries.

Negative HMO publicity and potential for additional litigation

The managed care industry, in general, has received significant negative publicity and does not have a positive public perception. This publicity
and perception have led to increased legislation, regulation and review of industry practices. Certain litigation, including purported class actions
on behalf of plan members and providers commenced against certain large, national health plans, and against the Company, has resulted in
additional negative publicity for the managed care industry and creates the potential for similar additional litigation against the Company. These
factors may adversely affect the Company s ability to market its products and services, may require changes to its products and services and may
increase the regulatory burdens under which the Company operates, further increasing the costs of doing business and adversely affecting the
Company s results of operations.

Concentration of business/competition

The Company s commercial and Medicare business is concentrated in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut, with approximately 72% of its
commercial premium revenues received from New York business. In addition, the Company s Medicare revenue represented approximately 12%
of premiums earned during 2003. As a result, changes in regulatory, market, or health care provider conditions in any of these states, particularly
New York, and changes in the environment for the Company s Medicare business, could have a material adverse effect on the Company s
business, financial condition and results of operations.
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indemnity insurance carriers, some of which have substantially larger enrollments than the Company. The Company competes with independent
HMOs, which have significant enrollment in the New York metropolitan area. The Company also competes with HMOs and managed care plans
sponsored by large health insurance companies. These competitors have large enrollment in the Company s service areas and, in some cases,
greater financial resources than the Company. Additional competitors, including emerging competitors in e-commerce insurance or benefit
programs and consumer-directed health plans, are entering and may continue to enter the Company s markets in the future. The Company
believes that the network of providers under contract with Oxford is an important competitive factor. However, the cost of providing benefits is,
in many instances, the controlling factor in obtaining and retaining employer groups, and certain of Oxford s competitors have set premium rates
at levels below Oxford s rates for comparable products. Oxford anticipates that premium pricing will continue to be highly competitive.

Item 2. Properties

Summarized in the table below are the Company s major lease commitments for currently occupied office space, excluding formerly occupied
office space in various cities which have been either subleased to new tenants or charged to the Company s restructuring reserve.

Type Earliest Occupied
Location of Space Termination Date Square Feet
Trumbull, CT Administrative May 2006 238,000
Hooksett, NH Administrative November 2007 121,000
Trumbull, CT Administrative December 2011 115,000
Nashua, NH Administrative June 2008 70,000
White Plains, NY Administrative May 2013 64,000
Hidden River, FL Administrative December 2009 63,000
Trumbull, CT Administrative June 2012 29,000
New York, NY Sales/Admin July 2005 27,000
Woodbridge, NJ Sales/Admin November 2007 22,000
Melville, NY Sales/Admin June 2011 18,000
New York, NY Sales/Admin September 2007 13,000
Hartford, CT Sales/Admin July 2009 10,000
Mt. Laurel, NJ Sales/Admin March 2005 3,500
Queens, NY Sales/Admin January 2005 3,000

Item 3. Legal Proceedings

Securities Class Action Litigation

Following the October 27, 1997 decline in the price per share of the Company s common stock, more than fifty purported securities class action
lawsuits and a related stockholder lawsuit commenced by the State Board of Administration of Florida were filed against the Company, certain

of its officers and directors, and the Company s former independent auditor, KPMG LLP, in the United States District Courts for the Southern
and Eastern Districts of New York, the District of Connecticut and the District of Arkansas. These lawsuits were consolidated before the
Honorable Charles L. Brieant, in the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York (the Securities Class Action Litigation ).
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stockholder derivative actions (the Excess Insurance ).
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On March 3, 2003, the Company agreed with the plaintiffs to settle the Securities Class Action Litigation for $225 million (the Settlement ). In
connection with the Settlement, the Company incurred an additional pretax charge of $45 million, net of insurance recoverable, in the first
quarter of 2003, which charge, along with prior charges, fully covers all of the Company s expenses relating to the Settlement and related legal
fees and expenses. The Court granted final approval to the Settlement on June 11, 2003. The excess insurance carriers responsible for the first
$25 million under the Company s $200 million Excess Insurance policies contributed $25 million to the Settlement, but the other carriers under
the policies refused to contribute to the Settlement. Accordingly, the Company paid $200 million of the Settlement and paid the Excess
Insurance carriers an additional premium of $8 million. Also, in connection with the Settlement, (i) plaintiffs settled the class claims against
KPMG LLP for $75 million and (ii) a derivative shareholder action against KPMG LLP in the name of the Company pending in state court was
dismissed with prejudice.

Subject to the terms of the Excess Insurance policies, the Excess Insurers agreed to pay 90% of the amount, if any, by which covered costs
exceed a retention amount (the Retention ), provided that the aggregate amount of insurance under these policies is limited to $200 million.
Under the insurance carriers interpretation of the Excess Insurance policies, the Company was required to pay a $161.3 million retention and the
additional $8 million premium, and, if the Excess Insurance carriers had fully participated in the Settlement, the Company would have to pay
approximately $6.4 million in co-insurance. Under the Company s interpretation of the Excess Insurance policies, the Company was required to
pay a $151.3 million retention, the additional $8 million premium and approximately $7.4 million in co-insurance if the insurance carriers had
fully participated in the Settlement. Accordingly, under the insurance carriers interpretation, the Company s payment of the Settlement without
the full benefit of the Excess Insurance coverage resulted in the Company paying an additional approximately $32.3 million, and, under the
Company s interpretation, approximately $41.3 million. On April 25, 2003, the Company filed suit in Delaware state court against the Excess
Insurance carriers that refused to contribute to the settlement to recover at least $41.3 million under the terms of the Excess Insurance policies.
During the third quarter of 2003, the Company agreed with certain of the excess insurance carriers to settle approximately $17.9 million of its
claims for a total of approximately $14.3 million which was reflected in income for the third quarter ended September 30, 2003. The Company
has a remaining claim of approximately $23.4 million against one excess insurance carrier. The Company intends to vigorously pursue recovery
of this outstanding amount. The Company has not recorded any additional recoveries at December 31, 2003 related to a potential favorable
outcome of this litigation.

New York State Attorney General

As previously reported, on November 6, 1997, the New York State Attorney General served a subpoena duces tecum on the Company requiring
the production of various documents, records and materials in regard to matters relating to the practices of the Company and others in the
offering, issuance, sale, promotion, negotiation, advertisement, distribution or purchase of securities in or from the State of New York. Since
then, the Company has produced documents in response to the subpoena. In addition, some of the Company s present and former directors and
officers have provided testimony to the Attorney General s staff. The Company has cooperated fully with the Attorney General.

ERISA and Provider Class Actions

On September 7, 2000, the Connecticut Attorney General filed suit against four Health Maintenance Organizations ( HMOs ), including the
Company, in the federal district court in Connecticut, on behalf of a putative class consisting of all Connecticut members of the defendant

HMOs who were enrolled in plans governed by the Employee Retirement Income Security Act ( ERISA ). The suit alleged that the named HMOs
breached their disclosure obligations and fiduciary duties under ERISA by, among other things: (i) failing to timely pay claims; (ii) the use of
inappropriate and arbitrary coverage guidelines as the basis for denials; (iii) the inappropriate use of drug formularies; (iv) failing to respond to
member communications and complaints; and (v) failing to disclose essential coverage and appeal information. The suit sought preliminary and
permanent

Table of Contents 351



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

D-23

Table of Contents 352



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

injunctions enjoining the defendants from pursuing the complained of acts and practices. Also, on September 7, 2000, a group of plaintiffs law
firms commenced an action in federal district court in Connecticut against the Company and four other HMOs on behalf of a putative national
class consisting of all members of the defendant HMOs who are or have been enrolled in plans governed by ERISA within the past six years.
The substantive allegations of this complaint, which also claimed violations of ERISA, were nearly identical to those filed by the Connecticut
Attorney General. The complaint demanded the restitution of premiums paid and/or the disgorgement of profits, in addition to injunctive relief.
Although this complaint was dismissed without prejudice as to the Oxford defendants, another identical complaint against the Company was
filed on December 28, 2000 in the federal district court in Connecticut under the caption Patel v. Oxford Health Plans of Connecticut, Inc. (the
Patel action ). On November 30, 2000, the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation ( JPML ) issued a Conditional Transfer Order, directing that
the Connecticut Attorney General action be transferred to the Southern District of Florida for consolidated pretrial proceedings along with
various other ERISA and Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt Organizations ( RICO ) cases pending against other HMOs, which order was
confirmed on April 17, 2001. On November 13, 2001, the JPML issued a Conditional Transfer Order, directing that the Patel action also be
transferred to the consolidated proceedings in Florida, which order was confirmed on February 20, 2002. By Order dated September 26, 2002,
Judge Moreno of the Southern District of Florida, denied the motion for class certification made by plaintiffs in the member proceeding (the
Subscriber Track ). The Company reached agreement to settle the Patel action by paying the individual plaintiffs a total of $12,500, which case
has now been dismissed. By Orders dated September 18, 2003, Judge Moreno granted the motion of Oxford and other defendants to dismiss the
Connecticut Attorney General action and ruled that the Subscriber Track in this MDL was closed in light of the dismissal of all cases in that
track. The Connecticut Attorney General has appealed the dismissal of this action.

On February 14, 2001, the Connecticut State Medical Society ( CSMS ) filed a lawsuit against the Company s Connecticut HMO subsidiary in
Connecticut state court on behalf of both itself and its members who had Oxford contracts. The suit asserted claims for breach of contract,

breach of the implied duty of good faith and fair dealing, violation of the Connecticut Unfair Trade Practices Act ( CUTPA ) and negligent
misrepresentation based on, among other things, the Company s alleged: (i) failure to timely pay claims or interest; (ii) refusal to pay all or part

of claims by improperly bundling or downcoding claims, or by including unrelated claims in global rates ; (iii) use of inappropriate and arbitrary
coverage guidelines as the basis for denials; and (iv) failure to provide adequate staffing to handle physician inquiries. The Court ruled on

December 13, 2001 that CSMS lacked standing to assert any claims on behalf of its member physicians, and on October 25, 2002 granted the

Company s motion to strike the complaint for failure to state a claim under CUTPA. On November 12, 2002, CSMS filed a notice of appeal with
respect to the Court s October 25th decision. The appeal, which will be heard by the Connecticut Supreme Court, is now fully briefed.

On August 15, 2001, the Medical Society of the State of New York ( MSSNY ), and three individual physicians, filed two separate but nearly
identical lawsuits against the Company and the Company s New York HMO subsidiary in New York state court, on behalf of all members of the
MSSNY who provided health care services pursuant to contracts with the Company during the period August 1995 through the present. The suit
filed by the individual physicians was styled as a class action complaint. Both suits asserted claims for breach of contract and violations of New
York General Business Law, Public Health Law and Prompt Payment Law, based on, among other things, the Company s alleged: (i) failure to
timely pay claims or interest; (ii) refusal to pay all or part of claims by improperly bundling or downcoding claims, or by including unrelated
claims in global rates ; (iii) use of inappropriate and arbitrary coverage guidelines as the basis for denials; and (iv) failure to provide adequate
staffing to handle physician inquiries. The complaint filed by the MSSNY seeks a permanent injunction enjoining the Company from pursuing
the complained of acts and practices, as well as attorney s fees and costs. By Order dated January 23, 2003, the Court granted the Company s
motion to stay the purported class action case and compel arbitration. The Court further dismissed the claims under the Prompt Pay Law and the
Public Health Law. By order dated January 24, 2003, the Court granted the Company s motion to dismiss the MSSNY complaint in its entirety.
On February 28, 2003, MSSNY and the individual physicians filed notices of appeal regarding the January 23, 2003 and January 24, 2003

orders.
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On April 12, 2002, Dr. John Sutter, a New Jersey physician, filed a purported class action complaint against the Company in New Jersey state
court, on behalf of all New Jersey providers who provide or have provided health care services to members of Oxford s health plans. The suit
asserts claims for breach of contract, breach of the implied duty of good faith and fair dealing, and violations of the New Jersey Prompt Pay Act
and Consumer Fraud Act, and seeks compensatory damages, treble damages on the Consumer Fraud Act claim, punitive damages, reformation
of the provider contracts, and attorney s fees and costs. On October 25, 2002, the Court dismissed the complaint and granted the Company s
motion to compel arbitration. On or about December 11, 2002, Dr. Sutter filed the same purported class action complaint with the American
Arbitration Association. The parties are now engaged in discovery to determine whether the arbitration may proceed as a class.

On or about May 8, 2002, the Medical Society of New Jersey ( MSNIJ ) filed separate lawsuits against the Company and four other HMOs in New
Jersey chancery court, on behalf of itself and its members who have contracted with Oxford and the other defendants. The suit against the
Company asserted several claims, including violations of the New Jersey Prompt Pay Act and Consumer Fraud Act and tortious interference

with prospective economic relations, based on, among other things, the Company s alleged: (i) failure to timely pay claims or interest; (ii) refusal
to pay all or part of claims by improperly bundling or downcoding claims, or by including unrelated claims in global rates ; (iii) use of
inappropriate and arbitrary coverage guidelines as the basis for denials; (iv) failure to provide adequate staffing to handle physician inquiries;

and (v) practice of forcing physicians into unfair contracts that infringe on relationships with patients. The complaint sought a permanent
injunction enjoining the Company from pursuing the complained of acts and practices, as well as attorney s fees and costs. By order dated
September 22, 2003, the Court granted Oxford s motion to dismiss the complaint in its entirety for lack of standing and for failure to state an
actionable claim. The MSNIJ has appealed the dismissal of this action.

On or about September 22, 2003, the Company and Triad Healthcare, Inc. ( Triad ) were sued in federal court in the Southern District of New
York in a purported class action on behalf of all Oxford members who are or were Oxford policy holders with coverage for chiropractic care.

The suit alleges that Oxford and Triad, which Oxford has engaged to assist in managing chiropractic services, have breached their disclosure
obligations and fiduciary duties under ERISA by, among other things: (i) the use of inappropriate and cost-based criteria as the basis for denials;
(ii) providing financial incentives to Triad to deny care; (iii) failing to disclose such financial incentives and misrepresenting that chiropractic
coverage would be based on medical necessity; and (iv) intentionally delaying the payment of claims. The complaint demands the restitution of
premiums paid and/or the disgorgement of profits, in addition to injunctive relief and attorney s fees. On January 14, 2004, the Company filed its
motion to dismiss the complaint in its entirety for failure to state a claim under ERISA.

Although the outcome of these ERISA actions and the provider actions cannot be predicted at this time, the Company believes that the claims
asserted are without merit and intends to defend the actions vigorously.

Insurance and Health Departments

The Company is subject to regulation by various state and federal regulatory agencies, including, among others, NYSID, the New York

Department of Health ( NYDOH ), the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance ( NJDOBI ), the New Jersey Department of Health and
Senior Services ( NJDHSS ), the Connecticut Insurance Department ( CTDOI ), the California Department of Insurance, CMS and the United
States Department of Labor. All of the state and federal agencies that directly regulate operation of the Company s health plans are referred to in
this section as the Insurance Regulatory Agencies .

From time to time, the Company has issues pending with or has operating issues under review with and is the subject of periodic audits by the
Insurance Regulatory Agencies. The Company works with these Insurance Regulatory Agencies to resolve all of these issues as they arise and
considers its relationship with such Insurance Regulatory Agencies to be good. Examples of such recent regulatory issues, examinations and
audits in 2003 include, but are not limited to the following matters: an annual on-site survey by the NYDOH, a financial
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examination by the CTDOI, a financial examination by the NYSID and a financial examination and a market conduct examination by the
NJDOBI. The Company, from time to time, is also subject to inquiries from, and reviews by the Attorney General offices of New York and
Connecticut. The outcome of any such examinations, inquiries and reviews cannot be predicted at this time.

Other Matters

On March 30, 2001, the Company and Express Scripts, Inc. ( ESI ) executed a Settlement Agreement and an Amendment to a 1998 Prescription
Drug Program Agreement (the Amended ESI Agreement ), which agreements resolved the Company s claims against ESI and ESI s subsidiary,
Diversified Pharmaceutical Services, Inc., under the risk arrangement portions of the original 1998 Prescription Drug Program Agreement with
ESI in exchange for a payment to the Company of $37 million. The Amended EST Agreement further provided that, among other things, (i) EST
would continue to administer the Company s prescription drug benefits until December 31, 2005 and (ii) in the event that the Company
terminated the agreement without cause prior to this date, ESI would be entitled to certain annual payments through 2005 (the Termination
Payments ), which Termination Payments would constitute ESI s sole remedy for such early termination. In September 2001, the Company
formally notified ESI that it would terminate its agreement with ESI on December 31, 2001 and recorded an estimated liability for the
Termination Payments plus estimated defense costs. ESI subsequently notified the Company that it believes the Company s termination
constitutes a material breach of the Amended ESI Agreement and, on March 6, 2002, commenced an arbitration proceeding to enforce its rights
and seek remedies. On January 26, 2004, the Company and ESI settled the arbitration. Pursuant to the settlement, the Company agreed to pay the
remaining Termination Payment amount of $5 million along with an additional $500,000. The Company had previously established liabilities for
the Termination Payment and anticipated legal costs.

The Company has been notified by two insurers that guaranteed certain savings targets pursuant to a third-party agreement for utilization
management, claims payment and other services related to orthopedic services, that the insurers will seek to rescind or terminate the insurance
agreements. The Company s claims under these insurance agreements total $30 million for 2003, with a possible claim of an additional $30
million for 2004. One of the insurers has commenced an arbitration seeking to rescind or terminate the insurance agreements claiming various
misrepresentations and material breaches of the agreements by the Company. The Company believes the insurers claims are without merit and
will vigorously seek to enforce its rights. The Company has established a receivable of $3.5 million as of December 31, 2003, included in other
receivables, representing the premium for coverage to date under the policies.

On May 23, 2003, the Company submitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, a Notice of Opposition to an application by Oxford

Life Insurance Company ( OLIC ), headquartered in Phoenix, Arizona, for registration of a federal service mark www.Oxfordlife.com . OLIC also
is seeking registration of the mark Oxford Life Insurance Company . The Company currently has numerous marks, including federal trademark

and service mark registrations, that include the terms Oxford and Oxford Health Plans . On July 28, 2003, OLIC filed an answer to the Company s
Notice of Opposition and filed a counterclaim for cancellation of all marks registered by the Company that include the word Oxford . Also, on

July 28, 2003, OLIC filed suit in the Federal District Court for the District of Arizona seeking to cancel the Company s federal trademark and

service mark registrations that include the word Oxford , seeking preliminary and permanent injunctions against the Company from continuing to
use trademarks and service marks that include the word Oxford and seeking damages against the Company. On January 14, 2004, the Company
and OLIC entered into a settlement agreement to resolve this dispute. Pursuant to the settlement agreement, OLIC has the right to use and

register the marks Oxford Life Insurance Company and www.Oxfordlife.com in connection with life insurance, disability insurance, long term
care insurance, administration of employee benefit plans, annuity products, financial planning and certain related products, and the Company has

the right to register or maintain the registration of, and use the marks Oxford and any variant thereof including but not limited to Oxford Health
Plans for pre-paid health care plans, health care insurance, HMO services, managed care plans, administration
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and promotion of ancillary and specialty health benefit products and services in the field of health insurance, health maintenance organizations
and self-funded benefit plans, insurance agency and brokerage services, health care benefit administration services and benefits administration,
generally excluding those services authorized to be federally registered by OLIC. The settlement will permit the Company to maintain all of its
trademark and service mark registrations and to register any new Oxford trademarks and service marks in the fields described above.

The Company has a five-year pharmacy benefit management agreement (the PBM Agreement ) with Medco, effective January 1, 2002, pursuant
to which Medco provides pharmacy benefit management services, including retail and mail-order pharmacy services, to the Company s members.
The Company also has an alliance agreement with Medco (the Alliance Agreement ) under which the Company has furnished and will continue
to furnish de-identified claim information to the vendor as well as strategic consultative and other services to Medco over the term of the
agreement. On December 9, 2003, the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania ( U.S. Attorney ) filed an amended
complaint in an action pending in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania against Medco, alleging that Medco
sought to influence the awarding of the PBM Agreement by the Company through the payment of approximately $87 million pursuant to the
Alliance Agreement. No action has been filed or is pending against the Company. The Company denies the allegations in the amended

compliant against Medco. The U.S. Attorney is conducting an investigation into this matter and the Company is cooperating with the
investigation. The Company cannot predict whether the outcome of the complaint against Medco or the U.S. Attorney s investigation will have
an adverse effect on the Company. The Company has also responded to a request for information from the New York State Insurance

Department regarding the Alliance Agreement.

The Company is also subject to examinations and investigations by various state and federal agencies from time to time with respect to its
business and operations. The outcome of any such examinations and investigations, if commenced, cannot be predicted at this time.

The Company is involved in other legal actions in the normal course of its business, some of which seek monetary damages, including claims for
punitive damages, which may not be covered by insurance. Some of these actions involve claims by the Company s members in connection with
benefit coverage determinations and alleged acts by network providers. The Company is also routinely engaged in disputes and negotiations with
health care providers and other parties, including various hospitals, hospital systems and insurers, involving payment arrangements, contract
terms and other matters. During such disputes and negotiations, hospitals, hospital systems and other providers and reinsurers may threaten to or,
in fact, provide notice of termination of their agreement with the Company as part of their negotiation strategy. The result of these legal actions,
disputes and negotiations could adversely affect the Company through termination of existing contracts, involvement in litigation or arbitration,
adverse judgments or other results, or could expose the Company to other liabilities. The Company believes any ultimate liability associated

with these legal actions, disputes and negotiations would not have a material adverse effect on the Company s consolidated financial position.

Item 4. Submission of Matters to a Vote of Security Holders

No matters were submitted to a vote of security holders, through the solicitation of proxies or otherwise, during the quarter ended December 31,
2003.
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PART II

Item 5. Market for Registrant s Common Equity and Related Stockholder Matters

The Company s common stock is traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol OHP . The following table sets forth the range of
high and low sale prices for the common stock for the periods indicated as reported on the New York Stock Exchange in 2003 and 2002.

2003 2002
High Low High Low
First Quarter $39.25 $26.32 $42.75 $28.64
Second Quarter 44.60 27.34 51.94 40.46
Third Quarter 46.67 35.38 46.70 34.81
Fourth Quarter 46.60 39.67 44.82 32.86

As of January 30, 2004, there were 841 shareholders of record of the Company s common stock.

The Company has not paid any cash dividends on its common stock since its formation through December 31, 2003. On October 28, 2003, the
Company s Board of Directors declared an initial quarterly cash dividend of $0.10 per share payable to shareholders of record on January 12,
2004. The Company paid the quarterly dividend of approximately $8.1 million on January 27, 2004. On January 30, 2004, the Company s Board
of Directors declared a quarterly cash dividend of $0.10 per share payable April 27, 2004 to shareholders of record on April 12, 2004. The
Company s ability to declare and pay dividends to its shareholders may be dependent on its ability to obtain cash distributions from its operating
subsidiaries. The Company s ability to pay dividends is limited by insurance and health regulations applicable to its subsidiaries ability to make
dividend payments or other transfers to the parent company. See Business Government Regulation .

The Company s Board of Directors has approved a share repurchase program for up to $1 billion of the Company s outstanding common stock
through December 2004. The program authorizes the Company to purchase shares on the open market and in privately negotiated transactions
from time to time depending on general market conditions. Through December 31, 2003, the Company had repurchased approximately 23.8
million of its common shares under this program at an aggregate cost of approximately $757.2 million. At December 31, 2003, the Company had
remaining repurchase authority of approximately $242.8 million.
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Item 6. Selected Consolidated Financial Data

Revenues and Earnings, Financial Position and per common share information set forth below for each year in the five-year period ended
December 31, 2003, has been derived from the consolidated financial statements of the Company. The information below is qualified by
reference to and should be read in conjunction with the audited consolidated financial statements and related notes and with Management s
Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations included herein.

2003 2002 2001 2000 1999

(In thousands, except per share amounts and operating statistics)
Revenues and Earnings:

Operating revenues $ 5,351,611 $ 4,868,708 $ 4,326,182 $ 4,038,787 $ 4,115,134
Investment and other income, net 100,833 94,686 95,046 73,015 82,632
Net earnings before extraordinary item 351,853 221,965 322,421 285,419 319,940
Net earnings 351,853 221,965 322,421 265,094 319,940
Net earnings for common shares(1) 351,853 221,965 322,421 191,303 274,440
Financial Position:

Working capital $ 991,187 $ 465279 $ 468,924 $ 298,175 $ 442,693
Total assets 2,160,201 1,753,516 1,576,725 1,444,610 1,686,888
Long-term debt, less current

maturities 394,000 96,250 126,876 28,000 350,000
Redeemable preferred stock 344,316
Common shareholders equity 727,264 496,917 462,920 459,222 98,755

Net earnings per common share
before extraordinary item:

Basic $ 4.26 $ 2.55 $ 3.35 $ 2.50 $ 3.38
Diluted $ 4.15 $ 2.45 $ 3.21 $ 2.24 $ 3.26
Net earnings per common share:

Basic $ 4.26 $ 2.55 $ 3.35 $ 2.26 $ 3.38
Diluted $ 4.15 $ 2.45 $ 3.21 $ 2.02 $ 3.26
Dividends per common share $ 0.10 $ $ $ $
Weighted-average number of common

shares outstanding:

Basic 82,546 87,145 96,269 84,728 81,273
Diluted 84,754 90,744 100,543 94,573 84,231
Operating Statistics:

Enrollment 1,539,200 1,601,500 1,510,100 1,491,400 1,593,700
Fully insured member months 18,307,400 18,298,800 17,402,400 17,345,500 19,326,700
Self-funded member months 481,100 689,300 704,500 708,400 625,600
Medical loss ratio(2) 79.5% 79.3% 78.9% 77.5% 82.1%

Administrative loss ratio(3) 10.7% 11.8% 11.3% 11.8% 14.6%

(1) Net earnings for common shares in 2000 includes $41.1 million of costs associated with the redemption of preferred stock.

(2) Defined as health care services expense as a percentage of premiums earned.

(3) Defined as marketing, general and administrative expense as a percentage of operating revenues. Excludes litigation charge for settlement,
net, of $30.7 million and $151.3 million in 2003 and 2002, respectively.
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Item 7. Management s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations

Overview

The Company s revenues consist primarily of commercial premiums derived from its HMO, EPO, POS, PPO and indemnity plans. Revenues also
include reimbursements under government contracts relating to its Medicare+Choice ( Medicare ) plans, third-party administration fee revenue for
self-funded plans (which is stated net of direct expenses such as third-party reinsurance premiums) and investment and other income. Since the
Company provides coverage under its insured and managed care products on a prepaid basis, with premium levels fixed for one-year periods,
unexpected cost increases during the annual contract period cannot be passed on to employer groups or members.

Health care services expense primarily comprises payments to physicians, hospitals and other health care providers under fully insured health
care business and includes an estimated amount for incurred but not reported or paid claims ( IBNR ). The Company estimates IBNR based on a
number of factors, including prior claims experience. The ultimate payment of unpaid claims attributable to any period may be more or less than
the amount of IBNR recorded. See Liquidity and Capital Resources .

The Company s results of operations are dependent, in part, on its ability to predict and manage health care costs (through, among other things,
benefit design, utilization review and case management programs, analytic tools, delegation, capitation, risk-share, risk-transfer, insurance,
reinsurance and other payment arrangements with providers or groups of providers or other parties including, without limitation, arrangements
with vendors related to certain types of diagnostic testing, professional services and disease management and arrangements with hospitals and
physician groups) while providing members with coverage for the health care benefits provided under their contracts. However, the Company s
ability to contain such costs may be adversely affected by various factors, including, but not limited to: changes in payment methodologies,
changes in the historical patterns of health care utilization and/or unit costs generally and directly or indirectly related to the war on terrorism or
the concerns of members or providers due to the threat of terrorism, new technologies and health care practices, changes in hospital costs,
nursing and drug shortages, changes in demographics and trends, expansion into new markets, changes in laws and regulations, changes in
interpretation of existing laws and regulations, mandated benefits or practices, selection biases, increases in unit costs paid to providers,
termination of provider arrangements, termination of, or disputes under, delegation, capitation, risk-transfer, insurance, reinsurance or other
payment arrangements, epidemics, catastrophes, acts of terrorism or war, inability to establish or maintain acceptable compensation agreements
with providers or groups of providers, operational and regulatory issues which could delay, prevent or impede those arrangements and higher
utilization of medical services, including, without limitation, higher out-of-network utilization. The Company attempts to use its medical
cost-containment capabilities, such as claim auditing systems, with a view to reducing the rate of increase in health care service expense.

Results for 2003 include a net charge of $30.7 million, or $0.22 per diluted share, related to the final settlement of securities class action lawsuits
brought in 1997 following the October 27, 1997 decline in the price of the Company s stock. Included in the net charge is the recovery of
approximately $14.3 million, or $0.10 per diluted share, received during the third quarter of 2003 of a claim against certain excess insurance
carriers who provided insurance for the securities class action lawsuits. In addition, the 2003 period includes approximately $33.8 million, or
$0.24 per diluted share, related to favorable changes in estimates of prior period medical cost reserves, primarily resulting from ongoing
incremental improvements in processes such that the level of completion of claims was, in retrospect, slightly higher than estimated in 2002.

Results for 2002 included a pretax charge of $151.3 million, net, or $0.98 per diluted share, related to the Company s offer to settle the securities
class action lawsuits brought in 1997 and a pretax charge of $20 million, or $0.13 per diluted share, for additional estimated legal expenses
associated with such litigation.
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Also included in pretax earnings for 2002 were charges related to the conclusion of the Company s information technology outsource
arrangement with Computer Sciences Corporation ( CSC ) and the other than
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temporary impairment charge related to the Company s prior investment in MedUnite totaling approximately $26.5 million, or $0.17 per diluted
share. In addition, the 2002 period includes a reduction in estimated liabilities for New York State Market Stabilization Pools (the Pools or New
York Stabilization Pools ) of approximately $20.8 million for 2001 and prior years, and an increase of approximately $1.2 million in estimated
recoveries for 2001 stop-loss pools for New York Mandated Plans, or a total of $0.14 per diluted share, and approximately $33.3 million, or

$0.22 per diluted share, related to favorable changes in estimates of prior period medical cost reserves.

On March 1, 2002, the Company acquired all of the outstanding stock of MedSpan, Inc., the parent company of a Connecticut managed health
care organization, for cash of approximately $17.3 million. Effective January 2003, most of the assets and liabilities of MedSpan, Inc. were
transferred to and assumed by Oxford Health Plans (CT), Inc., pursuant to an assumption reinsurance agreement.

Results for 2001 were positively impacted by approximately $15 million of favorable development of prior period estimates of medical costs and
recoveries from the New York Stabilization Pools.

Results of Operations

Year Ended December 31, 2003 Compared with Year Ended December 31, 2002

Total revenues for the year ended December 31, 2003 were $5.45 billion, up 9.9% from $4.96 billion in the prior year. Net income attributable to

common stock in 2003 totaled $351.9 million, or $4.15 per diluted common share, compared with $222 million, or $2.45 per diluted common

share in 2002. Results for 2003 and 2002 were positively impacted by approximately $33.8 million and $55.3 million, respectively, of favorable

development of prior period estimates of medical costs and New York Stabilization Pool recoveries. See Liquidity and Capital Resources and
Overview .

The following tables show plan revenues earned, membership by product and certain other selected information:

For the Years Ended

December 31, Increase (Decrease)

2003 2002 Amount %

(Dollars in thousands)

Revenues:

POS, PPO and Other Plans $ 4,125,424 $ 3,689,110 $436,314 11.8%
HMOs 581,369 576,635 4,734 0.8%
Total Fully Insured Commercial 4,706,793 4,265,745 441,048 10.3%
Medicare 632,534 585,219 47,315 8.1%
Total premium revenues 5,339,327 4,850,964 488,363 10.1%
Third-party administration, net 12,284 17,744 (5,460) (30.8)%
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Investment and other income

Total revenues

Membership:
POS, PPO and Other Plans
HMOs

Total Fully Insured Commercial
Medicare
Third-party administration

Total membership

Table of Contents

100,833 94,686 6,147 6.5%
$ 5,452,444 $ 4,963,394 $ 489,050 9.9%
As of December 31, Increase (Decrease)
2003 2002 Amount %

1,239,400 1,252,900 (13,500) (1.1)%
190,500 226,600 (36,100) 15.9)%
1,429,900 1,479,500 (49,600) 3B.4)%

70,800 70,100 700 1.0%
38,500 51,900 (13,400) (25.8)%
1,539,200 1,601,500 (62,300) 3.9%
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For the Years Ended
December 31,

2003 2002
Selected Information:
Medical loss ratio 79.5% 79.3%
Administrative loss ratio 10.7% 11.8%
Per member per month premium revenue $ 291.65 $ 265.10
Per member per month medical expense $ 231.73 $ 210.33
Fully insured member months 18,307,400 18,298,800

Total commercial premiums earned for the year ended December 31, 2003 was $4.71 billion, compared with $4.27 billion in the prior year. The
year over year increase in premiums earned is attributable to an increase in weighted average commercial premium yields of approximately
10.4% offset partially by a decrease in member months of 0.1% for commercial products during 2003, including the effect of reductions in
benefit coverage and changes in product mix. Overall commercial membership decreased by 3.4% at December 31, 2003 compared with the
prior year primarily due to rationalization of the acquired MedSpan business, competitive pricing in the Company s markets and the loss of
several large groups to self-funded carriers.

Premiums earned from the Company s Medicare programs increased 8.1% to $632.5 million in 2003 compared with $585.2 million in 2002. The
overall increase was attributable to a 3.2% increase in member months of Medicare plans and a 4.7% increase in premium yields as a result of
annual rates of increase from CMS and the county-specific mix of membership, among other factors. In December 2003, the Medicare
Prescription Drug Act of 2003 ( MDA ) was signed into law. MDA will increase the reimbursement rates to managed care plans offering
Medicare Advantage plans. MDA will allow Oxford to provide its current and future Medicare members richer benefits. The Company is also
considering re-entering counties in the Tri-State Area where it had previously discontinued offering Medicare plans. The Company cannot
precisely estimate the effect of MDA or other future Medicare regulations on its business or results of operations in future periods. See
Business-Government Regulation Medicare Regulation .

Investment and other income, net, increased 6.5% for the year ended December 31, 2003 compared with 2002 as follows:

2003 2002
(In thousands)
Investment income, net of fees $ 54,734 $ 64,497
Net realized gains on sales of marketable securities 30,849 26,883
Investment income, net 85,583 91,380
Pharmacy alliance agreement amortization 15,200 15,200
Other income (expense), net 50 (11,894)
Investment and other income, net $ 100,833 $ 94,686

Weighted-average pre-tax yield on investment portfolio 3.2% 4.5%

The decrease in investment income, net of fees, was due to lower investment yields partially offset by higher invested balances. Due to interest
rate and bond market dynamics during the past year, the overall pre-tax yield on the portfolio declined to 3.2% for 2003 compared with 4.5% in
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the prior year. Realized gains increased 14.8% in 2003 compared with 2002. The decision to harvest gains in the investment portfolio is based
upon, among other things, the Company s investment policies, market conditions, including the ability of the Company to re-invest gains in
suitable investments, where applicable, and the Company s cash flow and tax strategies. Given the portfolio s low current yield, the Company
believes that it is unlikely to recognize comparable levels of realized gains in 2004. The increase in other income (expense), net, in 2003
compared with 2002 was due primarily to the other than temporary impairment charge related to the Company s prior investment in MedUnite of
approximately $11 million during 2002. See Liquidity and Capital Resources .
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Health care service expense stated as a percentage of premium revenues (the medical loss ratio ) was 79.5% for 2003 compared with 79.3% for
2002. Health care services expense benefited from initiatives to improve health care utilization and reduce costs. Overall per member per month
revenue in 2003 increased 10% to $291.65 from $265.10 in 2002 due primarily to an approximate 10.4% increase in premium yields for the
Company s commercial products and lesser increases for the Company s Medicare programs. Overall per member per month health care services
expenses increased 10.2% to $231.73 in 2003 from $210.33 in 2002 (inclusive of prior period estimate changes of costs and reserves). Included

in health care services expense for the year ended December 31, 2003 are net favorable development of prior period medical cost estimates of
approximately $33.8 million, primarily resulting from ongoing incremental improvements in processes such that the level of completion of

claims was, in retrospect, slightly higher than estimated in 2002 and the settlement of several liabilities aged more than one year for amounts less
than previously estimated. Included in health care services expense for the year ended December 31, 2002 are a reduction to estimated reserves
for New York Stabilization Pools of approximately $20.8 million for 2001 and prior years, an increase of approximately $1.2 million in

estimated recoveries for 2001 New York Stop Loss Pools and net favorable development of prior period medical cost estimates of approximately
$33.3 million. For the years ended December 31, 2003 and 2002, pursuant to the Health Care Reform Act in New York ( HCRA ), the Company
expensed $56.8 million and $57.1 million, respectively, for Graduate Medical Education ( GME ) and $50.2 million and $51.9 million,
respectively, for hospital Bad Debt and Charity Care ( BDCC ). Included in the 2003 expense for BDCC are credits of approximately $8.6 million
representing surcharges recoverable from the pool for prior overpayments. The Company believes it has made adequate provision for incurred
medical costs as of December 31, 2003. Changes to estimates of incurred medical costs are recorded in the period they arise. See Liquidity and
Capital Resources .

Marketing, general and administrative expenses decreased $0.3 million, or 0.1%, to $575.1 million for 2003 compared with $575.4 million for
2002, excluding the net litigation charges of approximately $30.7 million in 2003 and $151.3 million in 2002. Included in administrative
expenses for the year ended December 31, 2002 are termination fees and a non-cash asset impairment charge attributable to the termination of
the CSC agreement of approximately $15.5 million and additional estimated legal expenses related to the securities class action litigation of $20
million. Marketing, general and administrative expenses as a percent of operating revenue was 10.7% in 2003, compared with 11.8% in 2002,
including the CSC charge and excluding the net litigation charges for estimated settlement. Excluding the charges for termination fees and asset
impairments in 2002, administrative spending increased in 2003 when compared with the prior year primarily due to increased broker
commissions and premium taxes, as a result of higher premium revenue, and increased payroll, benefit and corporate insurance costs. Broker
commissions and premium taxes were approximately 33% of marketing, general and administrative expenses in 2003, compared with
approximately 28.4% in 2002, excluding the net litigation charges for estimated settlement. Administrative costs in future periods may also be
adversely affected by costs associated with responding to regulatory inquiries, investigations and other litigation, including fees and
disbursements of counsel and other experts to the extent such costs are not reimbursed under existing policies of insurance. See Legal
Proceedings .

The Company incurred interest and other financing charges of $20.8 million and $11 million in 2003 and 2002, respectively. Effective
December 3, 2003, the Company re-priced its New Term Loan, reducing the applicable margins for both LIBOR and New Base Rate
Borrowings. In connection with the re-pricing, the Company expensed approximately $1.1 million of costs as a component of interest and other
financing costs in December 2003. In addition, 2003 results include the write-off of approximately $3.4 million of unamortized costs associated
with the former Term Loan. The Company made $2 million of scheduled repayments of its New Term Loan during the year ended December 31,
2003. The Company s weighted average interest rate on bank debt was 4.1% in 2003 compared with 5.4% in 2002. Interest expense on delayed
claims declined in 2003, reflecting more timely payment of claims and lower levels of older claims outstanding. See Liquidity and Capital
Resources.
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The income tax expense recorded for the year ended December 31, 2003 was $231.6 million compared with $154.9 million for the year ended
December 31, 2002. The effective tax rate for 2003 was 39.7% compared with 41.1% for 2002. The effective tax rate decreased in 2003
compared with 2002 as a result of changes to certain state taxes enacted by the New York State legislature retroactive to January 1, 2003. The
impact of this change was to reduce the rate on certain income taxes while increasing the tax rate on premium revenue, which taxes are included
in marketing, general and administrative expenses. The effective tax rate was also impacted by the composition of the Company s business in
various state taxing jurisdictions. Valuation allowances at December 31, 2003 and 2002 of approximately $3.1 million relate primarily to the
recognition of certain restructuring related and property and equipment deferred tax assets. Management believes that the Company will obtain
the full benefit of the net deferred tax assets recorded at December 31, 2003.

Year Ended December 31, 2002 Compared with Year Ended December 31, 2001

Total revenues for the year ended December 31, 2002 was $4.96 billion, up 12.3% from $4.42 billion in the prior year. Net income attributable

to common stock in 2002 totaled $222 million, or $2.45 per diluted common share, compared with $322.4 million, or $3.21 per diluted common

share in 2001. Results for 2002 and 2001 were positively impacted by approximately $55.3 million and $15 million, respectively, of favorable

development of prior period estimates of medical costs and New York Stabilization Pool recoveries. See Liquidity and Capital Resources and
Overview .

The following tables show plan revenues earned, membership by product and certain other selected information:

For the Years Ended
December 31, Increase (Decrease)

2002 2001 Amount %

(Dollars in thousands)

Revenues:
POS, PPO and Other Plans $ 3,689,110 $ 3,114,138 $ 574,972 18.5%
HMOs 576,635 538,958 37,677 7.0%
Total Fully Insured Commercial 4,265,745 3,653,096 612,649 16.8%
Medicare 585,219 659,295 (74,076) (11.2)%
Total premium revenues 4,850,964 4,312,391 538,573 12.5%
Third-party administration, net 17,744 13,791 3,953 28.7%
Investment and other income 94,686 95,046 (360) 0.49)%
Total revenues $ 4,963,394 $ 4,421,228 $ 542,166 12.3%
As of December 31, Increase (Decrease)
2002 2001 Amount %
Membership:
POS, PPO and Other Plans 1,252,900 1,154,100 98,800 8.6%
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226,600 218,200 8,400

1,479,500 1,372,300 107,200
70,100 77,800 (7,700)
51,900 60,000 (8,100)

1,601,500 1,510,100 91,400

3.8%

7.8%
(9.9)%
(13.5)%

6.1%
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For the Years Ended
December 31,

2002 2001
Selected Information:
Medical loss ratio 79.3% 78.9%
Administrative loss ratio 11.8% 11.3%
Per member per month premium revenue $ 265.10 $ 247.80
Per member per month medical expense $ 210.33 $ 195.45
Fully insured member months 18,298,800 17,402,400

Total commercial premiums earned for the year ended December 31, 2002 was $4.27 billion, compared with $3.65 billion in the prior year. The
year over year increase in premiums earned is attributable to an increase in weighted average commercial premium yields of approximately 10%
(excluding the impact of MedSpan) and an increase in member months of 4.1% for commercial products during 2002, excluding MedSpan and
including the effect of reductions in benefit coverage and changes in product mix, and approximately $87.7 million related to MedSpan. Overall
commercial membership increased by 7.8% at December 31, 2002 compared with the prior year primarily due to growth in the Company s POS
group of products and the acquisition of MedSpan.

Premiums earned from the Company s Medicare programs decreased 11.2% to $585.2 million in 2002 compared with $659.3 million in 2001.
The overall decrease was attributable to a 17.8% decrease in member months of Medicare plans, primarily due to the January 2002 exit from all
Medicare programs in New Jersey but Hudson County and from Nassau County, New York. The member month decline was partially offset by a
7.9% increase in premium yields as a result of annual rates of increase from CMS and the county-specific mix of membership, among other
factors.

Investment and other income, net, decreased 0.4% for the year ended December 31, 2002 compared with 2001 as follows:

2002 2001
(In thousands)

Investment income, net of fees $ 64,497 $72,789
Net realized gains on sales of marketable securities 26,883 20,764
Investment income, net 91,380 93,553
Pharmacy alliance agreement amortization 15,200

Other (expense) income, net (11,894) 1,493
Investment and other income, net $ 94,686 $ 95,046

Weighted-average pre-tax yield on investment portfolio 4.5% 5.3%

The decrease in investment income, net of fees, was primarily due to lower investment yields. The overall pre-tax yield on the portfolio declined
to 4.5% for 2002 compared with 5.3% in the prior year due to interest rate and bond market dynamics. Partially offsetting this decline was an
increase in capital gains realized. Realized gains increased 29.5% in 2002 compared with 2001. The decision to harvest gains in the investment
portfolio is based upon, among other things, the Company s investment policies, market conditions, including the ability of the Company to
re-invest gains in suitable investments, where applicable, and the Company s cash flow and tax strategies. During 2002, the Company recognized
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$15.2 million of previously unearned revenue from the Company s pharmacy alliance agreement and recorded the other than temporary
impairment charge of approximately $11 million related to the Company s investment in MedUnite. See Liquidity and Capital Resources .

Health care service expense stated as a percentage of premium revenues (the medical loss ratio ) was 79.3% for 2002 compared with 78.9% for
2001. Health care services expense benefited from initiatives to improve health care utilization and reduce costs as well as a change in
membership mix. Overall per member per
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month revenue in 2002 increased 7% to $265.10 from $247.80 in 2001 due primarily to an approximate 10% increase in premium yields
(excluding the impact of MedSpan) for the Company s commercial products and lesser increases for the Company s Medicare programs. Overall
per member per month health care services expenses increased 7.6% to $210.33 in 2002 from $195.45 in 2001 (inclusive of prior period estimate
changes of costs and reserves). Included in health care services expense for the year ended December 31, 2002 are a reduction to estimated
reserves for New York Stabilization Pools of approximately $20.8 million for 2001 and prior years, an increase of approximately $1.2 million in
estimated recoveries for 2001 New York Stop Loss Pools and net favorable development of prior period medical cost estimates of approximately
$33.3 million, primarily resulting from ongoing incremental improvements in processes such that the level of completion of claims was, in
retrospect, slightly higher than assumed in 2001. For the year ended December 31, 2001, net favorable development of prior period medical cost
estimates, other reserve adjustments and recoveries from the New York Stabilization Pools approximated $15 million. For the years ended
December 31, 2002 and 2001, pursuant to the Health Care Reform Act in New York ( HCRA ), the Company expensed $57.1 million and $59
million, respectively, for Graduate Medical Education and $51.9 million and $43.3 million, respectively, for hospital Bad Debt and Charity Care.
The Company believes it has made adequate provision for incurred medical costs as of December 31, 2002. Changes to estimates of incurred
medical costs are recorded in the period they arise. See Liquidity and Capital Resources .

Marketing, general and administrative expenses increased $86.3 million, or 17.6%, to $575.4 million for 2002, excluding the $151.3 million net
litigation charge for the offer to settle, compared with $489.1 million for 2001. Included in administrative expenses for the year ended December
31, 2002 are termination fees and a non-cash asset impairment charge attributable to the termination of the CSC agreement of approximately
$15.5 million and additional estimated legal expenses related to the securities class action litigation of $20 million. Marketing, general and
administrative expenses as a percent of operating revenue was 11.8% in 2002, including the CSC charge and excluding the net litigation charge
for estimated settlement, compared with 11.3% in 2001. The increase in dollars spent in 2002 when compared with the prior year is primarily
due to increased broker commissions, as a result of higher premium revenue, and increased payroll, benefit and corporate insurance costs.
Broker commissions and premium taxes were approximately 28.4% of marketing, general and administrative expenses in 2002, excluding the
net litigation charge for estimated settlement, compared with approximately 26.3% in 2001. During 2001, the Company recorded a charge of $10
million for estimated legal expenses related to the securities class action pending against the Company that may not be recoverable from one of
the Company s primary director s and officer s insurance carriers due to its insolvency. Administrative costs in future periods may also be
adversely affected by costs associated with responding to regulatory inquiries, investigations and defending pending securities class actions and
other litigation, including fees and disbursements of counsel and other experts to the extent such costs are not reimbursed under existing policies
of insurance. See Legal Proceedings .

The Company incurred interest and other financing charges of $11 million and $19 million in 2002 and 2001, respectively, including $9.5

million related to its outstanding debt obligations and $1.3 million of interest on delayed claims for the year ended December 31, 2002,

compared with $15.6 million related to outstanding debt obligations and $3.4 million related to delayed claims in 2001. The Company s weighted

average interest rate on bank debt was 5.43% in 2002 compared with 8% in 2001. Interest expense on delayed claims declined in 2002,

reflecting more timely payment of claims and lower levels of older claims outstanding. The Company made approximately $26.3 million of

scheduled repayments of its New Term Loan and approximately $0.9 million of other notes during the year ended December 31, 2002. See
Liquidity and Capital Resources .

The income tax expense recorded for the year ended December 31, 2001 includes the reversal of $21 million of deferred tax valuation
allowances established during 1998 when the Company incurred substantial net losses. The remaining valuation allowance at December 31,
2002 of approximately $3.1 million relates primarily to the recognition of certain restructuring related and property and equipment deferred tax
assets. Management believes that the Company will obtain the full benefit of the net deferred tax assets recorded at December 31, 2002.
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Inflation

Although the rate of inflation has remained relatively stable in recent years, health care costs have generally been rising at a significantly higher
rate than the consumer price index. The Company employs various means to reduce the negative effects of inflation. The Company has

increased overall commercial premium rates when practicable in order to attempt to maintain margins. The Company s cost-control measures and
delegation, capitation, risk transfer and insurance and reinsurance arrangements with various health care providers may mitigate the effects of
inflation on its operations. There is no assurance that the Company s efforts to reduce the impact of inflation will be successful or that the
Company will be able to increase premiums to offset cost increases associated with providing health care.

Liquidity and Capital Resources

Cash provided by operations was $343.2 million in 2003 compared with $344.5 million in 2002. The change in cash flow between 2003 and
2002 was primarily the result of higher levels of net income, a reduction in income tax payments due to the timing of certain deductions for tax
purposes, principally the net litigation settlement, certain risk contract recoveries and other changes in medical payables. These increases were
offset in part by the net litigation settlement payment related to the 1997 securities class action litigation. As of December 31, 2003, the
Company had approximately $1.9 billion in cash and marketable securities, including approximately $369.5 million at the parent company.
Parent company cash is used for, among other things, capital expenditures, acquisitions, interest on debt and debt principal repayment, dividends
to shareholders, stock repurchases, costs of litigation and other general corporate purposes. A significant portion of parent company cash is
directly dependent upon operating profits generated by the Company s regulated operating subsidiaries and the ability to receive dividends from
those subsidiaries beyond amounts that would be payable without prior regulatory approval. There is no assurance that the Company will receive
regulatory approval for future dividend payments.

During 2003, the Company received distributions for the 2001 New York Stop Loss Pool of approximately $11.1 million. During 2002, the
Company received distributions from the 2000 New York Stop Loss Pool and the 1998 Market Stabilization Pool of approximately $12.2
million and $3.6 million, respectively.

Capital expenditures totaled approximately $14.7 million during 2003 compared with $19 million in 2002. This amount was used primarily for
computer equipment and software. The Company currently anticipates that capital expenditures in 2004 will be within a range of approximately
$20 million to $30 million, a significant portion of which will be devoted to management information systems. In March 2002, the Company
acquired MedSpan, Inc., the parent company of a Connecticut health maintenance organization, for cash of approximately $17.3 million.
Effective January 2003, the assets and liabilities of MedSpan were transferred and assumed by Oxford CT pursuant to an assumption reinsurance
agreement. In May 2001, the Company purchased all of the outstanding shares of Investors Guaranty Life Insurance Company ( IGL ), a
California insurance company, for approximately $11.8 million, net of cash acquired. In the fourth quarter of 2002, the Company sold its
investment in MedUnite, a company originally founded by certain healthcare payors to create an Internet-based health care transaction system,
in exchange for nominal consideration. The Company had made investments in MedUnite of approximately $11.4 million, which investment
was fully reserved prior to sale.

Cash provided by financing activities totaled $149.9 million for the year ended December 31, 2003, compared with cash used of $273.7 million
in 2002. During 2003, the Company repaid its former term loan and entered into the New Credit Facilities, receiving net proceeds of
approximately $262.5 million. Also during 2003, the Company repurchased four million shares of its common stock in open market transactions
at a cost of approximately $139.9 million. Partially offsetting these amounts were proceeds received from option exercises of approximately
$32.7 million. Proceeds from the exercise of stock options were approximately $31.5 million during 2002 and $29.5 million in 2001. In October
2003, the Company s Board of Directors authorized an additional $250 million in repurchase authority through December 2004 under the
existing share repurchase program. The program authorizes the Company to purchase shares on the open market and in privately negotiated
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transactions from time to time depending on general market conditions. Through December 31, 2003, the Company has repurchased
approximately 23.8 million of its common shares at an aggregate cost of approximately $757.2 million under this program, which was initiated

in 2001. The Company had remaining repurchase authority of approximately $242.8 million as of December 31, 2003. Also in October 2003, the
Company s Board of Directors declared an initial quarterly cash dividend of $0.10 per share payable January 27, 2004 to shareholders of record
on January 12, 2004. On January 30, 2004, the Company s Board of Directors declared a quarterly cash dividend of $0.10 per share payable April
27, 2004 to shareholders of record on April 12, 2004. The Company intends to fund dividends and the continuation of the share repurchase
program from its free cash flow.

On April 25, 2003, the Company entered into the New Credit Facilities. Net proceeds of the New Term Loan were used to fund the settlement of
the Company s 1997 securities class action litigation, to refinance existing debt, to finance capital improvements and the Company s share
repurchase program and for working capital purposes. Borrowings under the New Term Loan initially bear interest, subject to periodic resets, at
either a base rate ( New Base Rate Borrowings ), or LIBOR plus an applicable margin based on the Company s credit ratings. Interest on New
Base Rate Borrowings is calculated as the higher of (a) the prime rate or (b) the federal funds effective rate, as defined, plus an applicable
margin based on the Company s credit ratings. Effective December 2, 2003, the Company re-priced its New Term Loan, reducing the applicable
margins for both LIBOR and New Base Rate Borrowings. In connection with the re-pricing, the Company expensed approximately $1.1 million
of costs as a component of interest and other financing costs in December 2003. Commitment fees of 0.5% per annum are payable on the unused
portion of the Revolver, currently $50 million. The New Term Loan has mandatory principal payments of 1% of the outstanding principal per
year, payable quarterly, for the first five years with the balance due in the sixth year and provides for voluntary prepayments of principal without
penalty of a minimum amount of $5 million. In order to make restricted payments, as defined, including share repurchases and dividends to
shareholders, the Company is required to maintain parent company cash and investment balances at a minimum of $75 million plus the next four
quarters scheduled principal payments (totaling $4 million at December 31, 2003) under the loan. Parent company cash and investments above
these minimum requirements are available for restricted payments, as defined, including share repurchases and dividends. As of December 31,
2003, the parent company had cash and investments in excess of these requirements of approximately $290.5 million. In connection with the
repayment of the former Term Loan, in April 2003, the Company wrote off approximately $3.4 million of unamortized debt costs as a
component of interest and other financing costs.

In connection with the New Term Loan, the Company entered into interest rate swap agreements to manage its exposure to interest rate
movements by effectively converting a portion of its debt from variable to fixed rates. These agreements, which have terms of up to three years,
involve the exchange of variable rate payments for fixed rate payments for a notional principal amount totaling $250 million at the outset. The
effective annual interest rate on the New Term Loan, including the effect of the interest rate swap, is currently approximately 3.8%.

Cash and investments aggregating $59.7 million at December 31, 2003 have been segregated as restricted investments to comply with state
regulatory requirements. With respect to the Company s HMO and insurance subsidiaries, the minimum amount of surplus required is based on
formulas established by the state insurance departments. At December 31, 2003 and 2002, the Company s HMO and insurance subsidiaries had
statutory surplus of approximately $698 million and $551 million, respectively, or approximately $480 million and $338 million, respectively, in
excess of current regulatory requirements. The Company manages its statutory surplus primarily against National Association of Insurance
Commissioners ( NAIC ) Company Action Level ( CAL ) Risk Based Capital ( RBC ), although RBC standards are not yet applicable to all of the
Company s operating subsidiaries. At December 31, 2003, the Company s statutory surplus was approximately 236% of CAL RBC. The
Company s subsidiaries are subject to certain restrictions on their ability to make dividend payments, loans or other transfers of cash to the parent
company. These restrictions limit the ability of the Company to use cash generated by subsidiary operations to pay the obligations of the parent,
including debt service and other financing costs. During 2003 and 2002, the Company s subsidiaries paid dividends to the parent company of
approximately $208 million
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and $235 million, respectively. In addition, dividends of approximately $21 million and $87.3 million were approved and paid in 2003 and 2002,
respectively, from the Company s insurance company, OHI, to its parent company, Oxford NY. In January 2004, the Company received
regulatory approval for a dividend of $45 million from Oxford NY to the parent company. The Company intends to continue to seek additional
dividends from most of its regulated subsidiaries during 2004. Although the Company received dividends from its subsidiaries in 2003 and 2002,
there can be no assurances that such dividend payments or dividend payments between subsidiaries will be made in future periods. With regard
to MedSpan, the Company contributed $24 million in April 2002, increasing statutory surplus in that subsidiary to approximately 165% of CAL
RBC at that time.

The Company s medical costs payable was $671.5 million as of December 31, 2003, compared with $618.6 million as of December 31, 2002.
The increase primarily reflects general medical inflation and increased physician claims during the fourth quarter of 2003. The Company
estimates the provision for IBNR using standard actuarial loss development methodologies applied to loss development data summarized on the
basis of the month services are rendered and the month claims are paid, processed or received, and considers other items including, without
limitation, historical levels of denied claims, medical cost trends, seasonal patterns and changes in membership mix. During the past four years,
there has been no significant adverse development of prior year s actual claims history when compared with recorded reserves at each annual
balance sheet date. Due to the nature of health care services, claims submission methods and processing, and payment practices utilized by the
Company, there is a relatively short time lag between service provided and claim payment. During the past three years, approximately 96% of
claims have been paid within six months of being incurred. The Company revises its estimates for IBNR in future periods based upon continued
actuarial analysis of claim payments, receipts and other items subsequent to the period during which the claims were incurred. Revisions to
estimates, where material, have been disclosed and are recorded in the period they arise.

The liability for medical costs payable is also affected by delegation, capitation, risk transfer and insurance and reinsurance arrangements,
including, without limitation, arrangements related to certain diagnostic testing, disease management and ancillary services, agreements with
physician and other health care groups, payment methodologies and the Company s Medicare business generally associated with specific
hospitals. In determining the liability for medical costs payable, the Company accounts for the financial impact of the transfer of risk for certain
Medicare members and the experience of risk-transfer providers (who may be entitled to credits from the Company for favorable experience or
subject to deductions for accrued deficits) and potential claims under insurance and reinsurance agreements. From time to time, the Company
may explore other delegation, capitation, risk-transfer and insurance and reinsurance arrangements with providers and other organizations. The
Company believes that its reserves for medical costs payable are adequate to satisfy its ultimate claim liabilities.

The Company has been notified by two insurers that guaranteed certain savings targets pursuant to a third-party agreement for utilization
management, claims payment and other services related to orthopedic services, that the insurers will seek to rescind or terminate the insurance
agreements. The Company s claims under these insurance agreements total $30 million for 2003, with a possible claim of an additional $30
million for 2004. One of the insurers has commenced an arbitration seeking to rescind or terminate the insurance agreements claiming various
misrepresentations and material breaches of the agreements by the Company. The Company believes the insurers claims are without merit and
will vigorously seek to enforce its rights. The Company has established a receivable of $3.5 million as of December 31, 2003, included in other
receivables, representing the premium for coverage to date under the policies.

In July 2003, the Company agreed with the vendor of disease management services for the Company s members with congestive heart failure
( CHF ) to terminate an existing performance-based agreement for CHF disease management services, effective August 31, 2003. The CHF
vendor agreed to continue to render services at least until December 31, 2003. The CHF agreement provided for monitoring of the Company s
high-risk CHF members through electronic equipment in their homes, coordination of care and member education. Pursuant to the CHF
agreement, the CHF vendor was required to refund administrative fees and pay additional amounts if
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predetermined health care cost savings for the Company s CHF members were not achieved. As part of the termination of the agreement, the
CHF vendor refunded to the Company $14 million in administrative fees. Since the inception of the agreement, in anticipation of the return of
these fees, the Company had recorded such amounts in other receivables. In October 2003, the Company entered into a new five-year
performance based agreement with this vendor for the Company s members with CHF, coronary artery disease ( CAD ) or diabetes. Pursuant to
the new agreement, the vendor will seek to enroll the highest medical risk members of the Company with CHF, CAD or diabetes, into the
voluntary care enhancement program, which will seek to engage members to take a more active role in managing their health by providing
education to members and by coordinating care between such members and their physicians. The Company will continue to support its other
members with CHF, CAD or diabetes through its internal disease management initiatives. The vendor will be paid a fixed administrative fee for
the program, as well as a potential share in certain medical cost savings attributable to the Company s members with CHF, CAD or diabetes,
subject to a contractual maximum.

The Company has risk-share agreements with two hospitals and a physician group covering approximately 22,300 and 22,650 Medicare
members at December 31, 2003 and 2002, respectively. Premium revenues for the Medicare members covered under these agreements totaled
approximately $205 million and $189 million in 2003 and 2002, respectively. The Company is currently negotiating with one of these hospitals
to renew an agreement which expires in April 2004. The increase in premium revenue under these agreements for 2003 compared with 2002 is
the result of increased CMS funding per member.

The New York State Insurance Department ( NYSID ) has created Market Stabilization Pools (the New York Stabilization Pool ) for the small
group and individual insurance markets. This pool operates on a calendar year basis. According to state regulations, certain insurers participating
in the small group and/or individual markets will be required to make payments to the New York Stabilization Pool, and other insurers will
receive payments from the New York Stabilization Pool. For the years 1999 and prior, two separate pools operated. Demographic data submitted
by insurers was used to determine payments to and payments from one pool. Data related to the incidence of certain specified medical conditions
were used to determine payments to and/or from another pool. For the years subsequent to 1999, a single pool operates based on the experience

of each insurer with respect to specified medical conditions. At December 31, 2003, the Company has established reserves of approximately

$5.3 million, $15.3 million and $6 million related to the 1999, 2000 and 2002 pool years, respectively, and receivables of approximately $10.2
million and $10.5 million related to the 2003 and 2001 pool years, respectively.

The Company has also established receivables of approximately $11.5 million and $12.1 million at December 31, 2003 for the 2002 and 2003

pool years, respectively, related to certain stop loss pools established by the State of New York under the Health Care Reform Act of New York

(the Stop Loss Pools , together with the New York Stabilization Pool, the Pools ), which provides a limited amount of stop loss insurance funds to
cover 90% of certain paid claims for the New York Mandated Plans and for the Healthy New York Plan. In January 2003, the Company received

a distribution from the 2001 New York Stop Loss Pool of approximately $11.1 million. In the first quarter of 2002, the Company received
distributions from the 2000 Stop Loss Pool of approximately $12.2 million, which was included in income for the year ended December 31,

2001. The NYSID has promulgated regulations that, in addition to requiring HMOs to also offer a Healthy New York product without drug

benefits, change the Healthy New York program s stop loss reinsurance, among other things. Effective January 1, 2003, 90% of paid claims

between $5,000 and $75,000, on an annual basis, will be eligible for reimbursement rather than between $30,000 and $100,000, as originally
implemented.

While the Company has established its liabilities and recoveries under the Pools based on its interpretations of the regulations, the amounts
recorded related to the 1999 through 2003 Pool years may differ, perhaps materially, from amounts that will ultimately be paid or received from
the Pools based on final reconciliations. The Company has learned that some of its competitors in New York who may be required to pay
substantial amounts into the New York Stabilization Pool may seek to challenge the legality of the NYSID s regulations related to this pool or the
manner in which the regulations have been interpreted. It is also possible that the

D-40

Table of Contents 376



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

NYSID could amend or interpret its regulations in response to the objections raised by these competitors in a manner that would materially
affect what the Company may be required to pay to, or receive from, the New York Stabilization Pool. There can be no assurance that the
Company will receive additional funds in the future related to the Pools. HCRA, which governs, among other things, the Stop Loss Pools,
expires on June 30, 2005, unless reauthorized by the New York State legislature. The manner in which the NYSID administers the Pools also
could have a material impact on the competitive conditions and relative premium pricing of each competitor in the New York individual and
small group markets. The impact of the ultimate resolution of these issues on the amounts recorded by the Company is unknown at this time.

Following the October 27, 1997 decline in the price per share of the Company s common stock, more than fifty purported securities class action
lawsuits and a related stockholder lawsuit commenced by the State Board of Administration of Florida were filed against the Company, certain

of its officers and directors, and the Company s former independent auditor, KPMG LLP, in the United States District Courts for the Southern
and Eastern Districts of New York, the District of Connecticut and the District of Arkansas. These lawsuits were consolidated before the
Honorable Charles L. Brieant, in the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York (the Securities Class Action Litigation ).

On March 3, 2003, the Company agreed with the plaintiffs to settle the Securities Class Action Litigation for $225 million (the Settlement ). The
Court granted final approval to the Settlement on June 11, 2003. The excess insurance carriers responsible for the first $25 million under the
Company s $200 million Excess Insurance policies contributed $25 million to the Settlement, but the other carriers under the policies refused to
contribute to the Settlement. Accordingly, the Company paid $200 million of the Settlement and paid the Excess Insurance carriers an additional
premium of $8 million. Also, in connection with the Settlement: (i) plaintiffs settled the class claims against KPMG LLP for $75 million and (ii)
a derivative shareholder action against KPMG LLP in the name of the Company pending in state court was dismissed with prejudice. In
connection with the Settlement, the Company incurred an additional pretax charge of $45 million, net of insurance recoverable, in the first
quarter of 2003, which charge, along with prior charges, fully covers all of the Company s expenses relating to the Settlement, and related legal
fees and expenses. In April 2003, the Company filed suit against certain excess insurance carriers on an excess insurance policy covering the
securities class action seeking to recover approximately $41.3 million. During the third quarter of 2003, the Company agreed with certain of the
excess insurance carriers to settle approximately $17.9 million of its claims for a total of approximately $14.3 million, which was reflected in
income for the year ended December 31, 2003. The Company has a remaining claim of approximately $23.4 million against one excess

insurance carrier. The Company intends to vigorously pursue recovery of this outstanding amount.

Contractual Obligations

The Company is contractually obligated to make payments as follows:

Payments Due by Period

Contractual Obligations Total 1 Year 2-3 Years 4-5 Years After 5 Years

(Amounts in thousands)

Long term debt $ 398,000 $ 4,000 $ 8,000 $ 196,000 $ 190,000
Operating leases 66,700 13,200 22,300 15,300 15,900
Obligations under capital lease agreement 6,216 5,749 467

Total $470,916 $22,949 $ 30,767 $211,300 $ 205,900

Operating lease terms generally range from one to ten years with certain early termination or renewal provisions at the Company s option.
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The Company is subject to various contracts with certain health care providers, facilities and the federal government for the provision of health
care services to its members. Such contracts involve payments to or from the Company, generally on a monthly basis, in the ordinary course of
business and are not included in the above table.

Critical Accounting Policies

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States requires the Company s
management to make a variety of estimates and assumptions. These estimates and assumptions affect, among other things, the reported amounts

of assets and liabilities, the disclosure of contingent liabilities and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses. Actual results can differ from
the amounts previously estimated, which were based on the information available at the time the estimates were made.

The critical accounting policies described below are those that the Company believes are important to the portrayal of the Company s financial
condition and results, and which require management to make subjective and/or complex judgments. Critical accounting policies cover matters
that are inherently uncertain because the future resolution of such matters is unknown. The Company has discussed the development and
selection of the critical accounting estimates and related disclosures with the audit committee of the board of directors. The Company believes
that its critical accounting policies include revenue recognition (including the estimation of bad debt and retroactivity reserves), medical costs
payable (including reserves for incurred but not reported or paid claims), the carrying value of investments and accounting for contingent
liabilities.

Revenue Recognition

Commercial membership contracts are generally established on a yearly basis subject to cancellation by the employer group, individual or the
Company upon 30 days written notice. Premiums, including premiums from both commercial and governmental programs, are due monthly and
are recognized as revenue during the month in which the Company is obligated to provide services to members, and are net of estimated
terminations of members and groups. Premiums collected in advance of the coverage period are recorded as unearned revenue. Premiums
receivable are presented net of valuation allowances for estimated uncollectable amounts, including retroactive membership adjustments, based
on known activities and balances and on historical trends. The Company receives premium payments from CMS on a monthly basis for its
Medicare membership. Membership and category eligibility are periodically reconciled with CMS and could result in revenue adjustments. All
other material revenue is generated from investments.

The Company evaluates the collectability of its premiums receivable based on a combination of factors. These estimates are based on the
Company s assessment of the collectability of specific accounts, the aging of premiums receivable, historical retroactivity trends, bad-debt
write-offs and other known factors. If economic or industry trends change beyond the Company s estimates or if there is a deterioration in
financial condition of a major group or account, increases in the reserve for uncollectable accounts may result.

At December 31, 2003, the Company maintained reserves for billing adjustments and doubtful accounts of $11.9 million compared with $13.5
million at December 31, 2002.

Medical Costs Payable
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The Company contracts with various health care providers for the provision of covered medical care services to its members and primarily
compensates those providers on a fee-for-service basis and makes other payments pursuant to certain risk-sharing arrangements. The Company
also bears the risk of health care expenses for covered services provided by non-contracted providers to members. Costs of health care and
medical costs payable for health care services provided to members are estimated by management based on evaluations of
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providers claims submitted and provisions for IBNR. The Company s liability for medical costs payable is also affected by delegation, capitation,
risk transfer, insurance and reinsurance arrangements, including, without limitation, certain diagnostic testing, disease management and ancillary
services, physician and other health care groups, payment methodologies and arrangements relating to the Company s Medicare business

generally associated with specific hospitals. In determining the liability for medical costs payable, the Company accounts for the financial

impact of the transfer of risk for certain members and the experience of risk-sharing providers (who may be entitled to credits from Oxford for
favorable experience or subject to deductions for accrued deficits) as well as the impact of incentive arrangements and reserves for estimated
settlements. Levels of unpaid claims may also vary based in part on working capital management.

The Company estimates the provision for IBNR using standard actuarial loss development methodologies applied to loss development data
summarized on the basis of the month services are rendered and the month claims are paid, processed or received, and considers other items
including, without limitation, historical levels of denied claims, medical cost trends, seasonal patterns and changes in membership mix. These
estimates are reviewed by state regulatory authorities on a periodic basis. The estimates for submitted claims and IBNR are made on an accrual
basis and adjusted in future periods as necessary. Adjustments to prior period estimates, if any, are included in current period results.

Medical costs payable also reflects payments required by or anticipated benefits from certain state regulated risk allocation pools and state health
care public policy initiatives. The risk allocation pools include the New York Market Stabilization Pool affecting small employer group and
individual products, the New York Stop Loss Pools, the Connecticut Small Employer Reinsurance Pool and New Jersey assessments related to
the individual product market. Certain of the risk allocation pools have, and in the future may be, amended in ways more or less favorable to the
Company and may be the target of legal challenges by insurers or other parties. HCRA, which governs, among other things, the Stop Loss Pools,
expires on June 30, 2005, unless reauthorized by the New York State legislature.

The financial impact to the Company of the New York Market Stabilization Pool is a function of how the Company compares to the entire

market relative to the factors defined in the regulations. In this case, the Company considers a range of possible outcomes and establishes its
liability or receivable from the pools based on its consideration of the overall health insurance market in New York and certain other factors that
may ultimately impact current estimates. Key data considered in developing the Company s range of outcomes includes the small group and
individual enrollment of its competitors by product type and the risk profile of the Company s membership by product. The range of outcomes
also considers the likely differences between the risk profile of small group HMO and small group POS and PPO membership. Management
believes this may ultimately be the key determinant of results. The dominant position of the Company in the New York City area with respect to
the small group market and the relative attractiveness of the Company s provider networks are also key considerations. Final results for any given
year cannot be known with certainty until data submissions by all HMOs and insurers have been audited by the state or its designee. As a result,

it is not possible to precisely forecast this outcome in advance of actual results. Final results related to the New York Market Stabilization Pools
for the period 1999 to 2003 may differ significantly from current estimates. Considering the major factors that affect the outcome of the pooling
mechanism as described above, and particularly the Company s position in the New York City area, results for each year may vary from having a
liability to the pool of approximately $15 million to having a receivable from the pool of approximately $15 million. At December 31, 2003, the
Company has established reserves of approximately $5.3 million, $15.3 million and $6 million related to the 1999, 2000 and 2002 pool years,
respectively, and receivables of approximately $10.2 million and $10.5 million related to the 2003 and 2001 pool years, respectively, from the
New York Stabilization Pools. The Company has also established receivables of approximately $11.5 million and $12.1 million at December 31,
2003 for the 2002 and 2003 pool years, respectively, related to the New York Stop Loss Pools. Management believes that the current net
receivable established as of December 31, 2003, related to the pool years 1999 through 2003 represents its best estimate in light of the limited
current information available.
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Also included in medical costs payable are: (i) estimated liabilities for New York s Graduate Medical Education ( GME ) and hospital Bad Debt
and Charity Care ( BDCC ) programs, which are state health care public policy initiatives aimed at defraying the costs of other health care
providers, such as hospitals; (ii) amounts due to the Company s pharmacy benefit manager ( PBM ); and (iii) estimated liabilities for various
medical contracts between the Company and certain current and former providers, some of which are currently in dispute. For a further
description of the risk allocation pools and the state health care public policy initiatives referenced above, see Business Cautionary Statement
Regarding Forward-Looking Statements .

Management believes that the amount of medical costs payable is adequate to cover the Company s ultimate liability for unpaid claims as of
December 31, 2003; however, actual claim payments and other items may differ from established estimates. Assuming a hypothetical 1%
difference between the Company s December 31, 2003 estimates of medical costs payable and actual costs payable, net earnings for the year
ended December 31, 2003 would increase or decrease by approximately $4.1 million and diluted earnings per share would increase or decrease
by approximately $0.05 per share.

The following table shows the components of the change in medical costs payable for the years ended December 31, 2003, 2002 and 2001 (in
millions):

2003 2002 2001
Balances as of January 1, $ 618.6 $ 595.1 $ 6129
Business purchases 25.7
Components of health care services expense:
Estimated costs incurred 4,276.2 3,904.1 3,416.3
Estimate changes (33.8) (55.3) (15.0)
Health care services expense 4,242.4 3,848.8 3,401.3
Payments for health care services related to:
Current year (3,644.0) (3,347.1) (2,911.3)
Prior year (545.5) (503.9) (507.8)
Total paid (4,189.5) (3,851.0) (3,419.1)
Balances as of December 31, $ 6715 $ 618.6 $ 595.1
Balances as of December 31 related to:
Current year $ 6322 $ 5570 $ 5050
Prior years 39.3 61.6 90.1

Total $ 6715 $ 618.6 $ 5951

Included in estimate changes are favorable development of prior years estimated medical costs of approximately $33.8 million, $33.3 million
and $8.4 million for 2003, 2002 and 2001, respectively, and estimate changes in New York market stabilization pool reserves and stop loss pool
recoveries of approximately $22 million and $6.6 million for 2002 and 2001, respectively.
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The components of medical costs payable were as follows at December 31, 2003 and 2002 (in millions):

As of December 31, 2003

IBNR and medical claims reserves
Pharmacy PBM payable

Stabilization and stop-loss pools, BDCC and GME reserves, net
Other reserves
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Total

$641.5
27.8
(4.9)

$671.5

Amounts Relating to

Claims Incurred During

2003

$615.7
27.8
(11.3)

$632.2

2002 and Prior

$ 25.8
6.4
7.1

$ 39.3
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Amounts Relating to

Claims Incurred During

As of December 31, 2002 Total 2002 2001 and Prior
IBNR and medical claims reserves $555.7 $521.8 $ 339
Pharmacy PBM payable 26.7 26.7

Stabilization and stop-loss pools, BDCC and GME reserves, net 13.9 8.5 5.4
Other reserves 22.3 22.3

$618.6 $557.0 $ 61.6

The increase in medical costs payable in 2003 compared with 2002 was due to an increase in current year IBNR and unpaid claims reserves.
During 2003, other medical reserves were reduced as a result of settlements of certain former medical contractual disputes during the year.
Changes in net stabilization and stop-loss pools and BDCC and GME reserves resulted from the timing of payments to the Company under
stop-loss programs and the establishment of receivables for BDCC surcharges recoverable from prior year overpayments.

Investments

Investments are classified as either available-for-sale or held-to-maturity. Investments that the Company has the intent and ability to hold to
maturity are designated as held-to-maturity and are stated at amortized cost. The Company has determined that all other investments might be
sold prior to maturity to support its investment strategies. Accordingly, these other investments are classified as available-for-sale and are stated
at fair value based on quoted market prices. Unrealized gains and losses on available-for-sale investments are excluded from earnings and are
reported in accumulated other comprehensive earnings (loss), net of income tax effects where applicable. Realized gains and losses are
determined on a specific identification basis and are included in results of operations. Investment income is accrued when earned and included in
investment and other income.

Contingent Liabilities

The Company is subject to the litigation described in the footnotes to the consolidated financial statements and in Legal Proceedings . Because of
the nature of the Company s business, the Company is routinely involved in various disputes, legal proceedings and governmental audits and
investigations. Liabilities are recorded for estimates of probable costs resulting from these matters. These estimates are developed in consultation
with outside counsel and are based upon an analysis of potential results, assuming a combination of litigation and settlement strategies and
considering the Company s insurance coverage for such matters. Management does not believe that any of such matters currently threatened or
pending will have a material adverse effect on the Company s consolidated financial position. It is possible, however, that future results of
operations for any particular quarterly or annual period could be materially affected by changes in the Company s assumptions or the

effectiveness of the Company s strategies related to these proceedings.

Item 7A. Quantitative and Qualitative Disclosures About Market Risk
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The Company s consolidated balance sheet as of December 31, 2003, includes a significant amount of assets whose fair values are subject to
market risk. Since a substantial portion of the Company s investments are in fixed income securities, interest rate fluctuations represent the

largest market risk factor affecting the Company s consolidated financial position. Interest rates are managed within a tight duration band,
generally averaging 3.5 to 4.5 years, and credit risk is managed by investing in U.S. government obligations, corporate debt and asset and

mortgage backed securities with high quality ratings and maintaining a diversified sector exposure within the debt securities portfolio. The
Company s investment policies are subject to revision based upon market conditions and the Company s cash flow and tax strategies, among other
factors. The Company continues to require a high credit rating, A or higher, and maintains an average rating of AA+ on the overall portfolio.
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In order to determine the sensitivity of the Company s investment portfolio to changes in interest rates, valuation estimates were made on each
security in the portfolio using a duration model. Duration models measure the expected change in security market prices arising from
hypothetical movements in market interest rates. Convexity further adjusts the estimated price change by mathematically correcting the changes
in duration as market interest rates shift. The model used industry standard calculations of security duration and convexity as provided by third
party vendors such as Bloomberg and Yield Book. For certain structured notes, callable corporate notes, and callable agency bonds, the duration
calculation utilized an option-adjusted approach, which helps to ensure that hypothetical interest rate movements are applied in a consistent way
to securities that have embedded call and put features. The model assumed that changes in interest rates were the result of parallel shifts in the
yield curve. Therefore, the same basis point change was applied to all maturities in the portfolio. The change in valuation was calculated using
positive and negative adjustments in yield of 100 and 200 basis points. Hypothetical immediate increases of 100 and 200 basis points in market
interest rates would decrease the fair value of the Company s investments in debt securities as of December 31, 2003 by approximately $57.1
million and $113 million, respectively (compared to $40.5 million and $83.2 million as of December 31, 2002, respectively). Hypothetical
immediate decreases of 100 and 200 basis points in market interest rates would increase the fair value of the Company s investment in debt
securities as of December 31, 2003 by approximately $55.4 million and $108.5 million, respectively (compared to $41.1 million and $82.1
million as of December 31, 2002, respectively). Because duration and convexity are estimated rather than known quantities for certain securities,
there can be no assurance that the Company s portfolio would perform in-line with the estimated values. The year over year variation in the
portfolio s sensitivity to changes in interest rates is a function of increased investment balances and an increase in the average duration of the
portfolio.

Item 8. Financial Statements and Supplementary Data

See Index to Consolidated Financial Statements and Schedule on page 49.

Item 9. Changes in and Disagreements with Accountants on Accounting and Financial Disclosure

None

Item 9A. Controls and Procedures

Based on the evaluation by the Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer of the Company as of the end of the period covered by this
annual report, the Company s disclosure controls and procedures are adequately designed to ensure that the information required to be included
in this report has been recorded, processed, summarized and reported on a timely basis. There have not been any significant changes in the
Company s internal controls or in other factors that could significantly affect these controls and there have been no corrective actions taken with
regard to significant deficiencies and material weaknesses subsequent to the date of such officers evaluation.
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PART III

Item 10. Directors and Executive Officers of the Registrant

Item 11. Executive Compensation

Item 12. Security Ownership of Certain Beneficial Owners and Management

Item 13. Certain Relationships and Related Transactions

Item 14. Principal Accounting Fees and Services

The information required by Items 10 through 14 is incorporated by reference to Registrant s definitive proxy statement to be filed pursuant to
Regulation 14A under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, within 120 days after December 31, 2003.
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PART IV

Item 15. Exhibits, Financial Statement Schedules, and Reports on Form 8-K

(a) Exhibits and Financial Statement Schedules

1. All financial statements  see Index to Consolidated Financial Statements and Schedules on page 49.

2. Financial statement schedules see Index to Consolidated Financial Statements and Schedules on page 49.

3. Exhibits see Exhibit Index beginning on page 82.

(b) Reports on Form 8-K

In a report on Form 8-K dated and filed on October 28, 2003, the Company reported, under Item 5. Other Events , the increase of its share
repurchase authority and the declaration of a quarterly cash dividend. The Company also reported, under Item 12. Results of Operations and
Financial Condition , its third quarter 2003 financial results.

(c) Availability of Additional Information

The Company will provide, without charge, to its shareholders, upon the written request of any such person, a copy of its Annual Report on
Form 10-K (without exhibits) for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003, as filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission. The
Company will also provide to any person without charge, upon request, a copy of its Code of Business Conduct & Ethics. Any such requests
should be made in writing to the Investor Relations Department, Oxford Health Plans, Inc., 48 Monroe Turnpike, Trumbull, Connecticut 06611.
The Company s 2003 Annual Report, 2003 Annual Report on Form 10-K and Code of Business Conduct & Ethics (without exhibits) and other
Securities and Exchange Commission filings are also available on the Internet at www.oxfordhealth.com. The Company intends to disclose
future amendments to the provisions of the Code of Business Conduct & Ethics and waivers from the Code of Business Conduct & Ethics, if
any, made with respect to any of our directors and executive officers, on its Internet site.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this Report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized, on the 4th day of February, 2004.

OxrorD HEALTH PLANS, INC.

By: /s/ CHaRrLEs G. BErRG

Charles G. Berg

President and Chief Executive Officer

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, this Report has been signed by the following persons on behalf of the
Registrant on February 4, 2004 in the capacities indicated.

Signature Title

/s/ CHarLES G. BERG Principal Executive Officer, President and Director

Charles G. Berg

/s/  Kent J. THIRY Director Non-Executive Chairman of the Board

Kent J. Thiry

/s/ Kurt B. THOMPSON Principal Financial Officer

Kurt B. Thompson

/s/ Marc M. KoLE Principal Accounting Officer
Marc M. Kole
/s/ RicHarD C. VAUGHAN Director

Richard C. Vaughan

/s/  JonaTHAN J. COSLET Director

Jonathan J. Coslet

/s/ RoBerT B. MILLIGAN, JR. Director

Robert B. Milligan, Jr.

/s/  BentamiN H. SAFRsTEIN, M.D. Director

Benjamin H. Safirstein, M.D.

/s/  JosepH W. BrRowN Director
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All other schedules for which provision is made in the applicable accounting regulations of the Securities and Exchange Commission that are not
included with this additional financial data have been omitted because they are not applicable or the required information is shown in the
Consolidated Financial Statements or Notes thereto.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS REPORT

The Board of Directors and Shareholders

Oxford Health Plans, Inc.:

We have audited the accompanying consolidated balance sheets of Oxford Health Plans, Inc. and subsidiaries (the Company ) as of December
31, 2003 and 2002, and the related consolidated statements of income, shareholders equity and comprehensive income and cash flows for each
of the three years in the period ended December 31, 2003. Our audits also included the financial statement schedules listed in the Index at Item
15(a). These consolidated financial statements and schedules are the responsibility of the Company s management. Our responsibility is to
express an opinion on these consolidated financial statements and schedules based on our audits.

We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States. Those standards require that we plan and
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We
believe that our audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the consolidated financial position
of Oxford Health Plans, Inc. and subsidiaries as of December 31, 2003 and 2002, and the consolidated results of their operations and their cash
flows for each of the three years in the period ended December 31, 2003, in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States. Also, in our opinion, the related financial statement schedules, when considered in relation to the basic financial statements taken
as a whole, present fairly, in all material respects, the information set forth therein.

ERNST & YOUNG LLP

New York, New York

January 30, 2004
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OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES

CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEETS

December 31, 2003 and 2002

ASSETS
Current assets:
Cash and cash equivalents
Investments available-for-sale, at fair value
Premiums receivable, net
Other receivables
Prepaid expenses and other current assets
Deferred income taxes

Total current assets

Property and equipment, net

Deferred income taxes

Restricted cash and investments held-to-maturity, at amortized cost
Goodwill and other intangible assets, net

Other noncurrent assets

Total assets

LIABILITIES AND SHAREHOLDERS EQUITY
Current liabilities:
Medical costs payable
Current portion of long-term debt
Trade accounts payable and accrued expenses
Reserve for litigation settlement
Unearned revenue
Income taxes payable
Current portion of capital lease obligations

Total current liabilities
Obligations under capital lease
Long-term debt

Shareholders equity:

Preferred stock, $.01 par value, authorized 2,000,000 shares; none issued and outstanding

Common stock, $.01 par value, authorized 400,000,000 shares; issued 106,612,822 shares in 2003 and
105,075,889 shares in 2002

Additional paid-in capital

Retained earnings

Accumulated other comprehensive income

Treasury stock, at cost

Table of Contents

2003

2002

(In thousands,
except share amounts)

$ 536,510 $ 321,627
1,370,535 1,102,664
30,505 29,803
30,082 43,919
16,785 10,214
45,240 111,652
2,029,657 1,619,879
31,638 34,445
9,572 9,173
59,738 56,421
21,785 24,691
7,811 8,907
$2,160,201 $ 1,753,516
$ 671,515 $ 618,618
4,000 30,625
138,925 135,124
161,300
187,751 201,045
30,530 2,418
5,749 5,470
1,038,470 1,154,600
467 5,749
394,000 96,250
1,066 1,051
750,919 709,258
780,856 437,130
10,622 25,038
(816,199) (675,560)
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Total shareholders equity 727,264 496,917

Total liabilities and shareholders equity $2,160,201 $ 1,753,516

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.
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OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF INCOME

Years Ended December 31, 2003, 2002 and 2001

2003 2002 2001

(In thousands, except per share amounts)

Revenues:

Premiums earned $ 5,339,327 $ 4,850,964 $4,312,391
Third-party administration, net 12,284 17,744 13,791
Investment and other income, net 100,833 94,686 95,046
Total revenues 5,452,444 4,963,394 4,421,228
Expenses:

Health care services 4,242,394 3,848,803 3,401,331
Marketing, general and administrative 575,128 575,433 489,143
Litigation charge for settlement, net 30,675 151,300

Interest and other financing charges 20,758 11,041 19,003
Total expenses 4,868,955 4,586,577 3,909,477
Earnings before income taxes 583,489 376,817 511,751
Income tax expense 231,636 154,852 189,330
Net earnings $ 351,853 $ 221,965 $ 322,421
Net earnings per common share  basic $ 4.26 $ 2.55 $ 3.35
Net earnings per common share  diluted $ 4.15 $ 2.45 $ 3.21
Dividends per common share $ 0.10 $ $

Weighted-average common stock and common stock equivalents outstanding:

Basic 82,546 87,145 96,269
Effect of dilutive securities:

Stock options 2,208 3,599 4,274
Diluted 84,754 90,744 100,543
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See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.
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OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF SHAREHOLDERS EQUITY AND COMPREHENSIVE INCOME

Years Ended December 31, 2003, 2002 and 2001

Common Stock Accumulated
Other
Number Retained Comprehensive
Additional
of Par Earnings Comprehensive Income
Paid-In Treasury
Shares Value Capital (Deficit) Income (Loss) Stock
(In thousands)

Balance at January 1, 2001 98,304 $ 983 $ 561,857 $(107,256) $ 3,638 $
Exercise of stock options 2,049 21 29,473
Tax benefit realized on exercise of
stock options 12,411
Repurchase of warrants (141,408)
Compensatory stock grants 1,920
Purchase of treasury stock (366,497)
Net earnings 322,421 $ 322,421
Appreciation in value of
available-for-sale securities, net of
deferred taxes 3,949 3,949
Comprehensive income $ 326,370
Balance at December 31, 2001 100,353 1,004 605,661 215,165 7,587 (366,497)
Exercise of stock options 4,723 47 64,999
Tax benefit realized on exercise of
stock options 38,278
Compensatory stock grants 320
Purchase of treasury stock (309,063)
Net earnings 221,965 $ 221,965
Appreciation in value of
available-for-sale securities, net of
deferred taxes 17,451 17,451
Comprehensive income $ 239416
Balance at December 31, 2002 105,076 1,051 709,258 437,130 25,038 (675,560)
Exercise of stock options 1,537 15 33,031
Tax benefit realized on exercise of
stock options 8,188
Compensatory stock grants 442
Purchase of treasury stock (140,639)
Net earnings 351,853 $ 351,853
Dividends declared on common
shares (8,127)
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Other comprehensive income
(loss)

Comprehensive income

Balance at December 31, 2003 106,613

(14,416) (14,416)
$ 337,437
$1,066 $ 750,919 $ 780,856 $ 10,622 $(816,199)
See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.
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OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS

Years Ended December 31, 2003, 2002 and 2001

2003
Cash flows from operating activities:
Net earnings $ 351,853
Adjustments to reconcile net earnings to net cash provided by operating
activities:
Depreciation and amortization 28,530
Noncash income (16,584)
Litigation and other noncash charges 3,535
Deferred income taxes 75,775
Realized gain on sale of investments (30,849)
Changes in assets and liabilities, net of balances acquired:
Premiums receivable 86
Other receivables 14,749
Prepaid expenses and other current assets (1,571)
Medical costs payable 53,623
Trade accounts payable and accrued expenses (14,683)
Reserve for litigation settlement (161,300)
Income taxes payable 36,301
Unearned revenue 3,290
Other, net 442
Net cash provided by operating activities 343,197
Cash flows from investing activities:
Capital expenditures (14,683)
Purchases of investments (1,613,040)
Sales and maturities of investments 1,349,719
Acquisitions, net of cash acquired
Other, net (210)
Net cash used by investing activities (278,214)
Cash flows from financing activities:
Proceeds from exercise of stock options 32,738
Proceeds from borrowings, net 391,371
Payments under capital leases (5,003)
Redemption of notes payable (128,875)
Purchase of treasury shares (139,871)
Payment of withholding tax on option exercises (460)
Net cash provided (used) by financing activities 149,900
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2002

(In thousands)

$ 221,965

22,928
(17,519)
177,832
(36,432)
(26,883)

11,039

(9,241)

(4,416)
323
232

(7,090)
14,836
(3,105)

344,469

(18,981)
(1,460,763)
1,386,443
(1,288)

(75)

(94,664)

31,545

(2,552)
(27,136)
(251,509)
(24,056)

(273,708)

2001

322,421

21,417

66,127
(20,787)

19,567
56,316
1,684
(17,866)
2,295

47,789

112,926
1,920

613,809
(21,386)
(1,193,074)

1,130,811

(19,483)
798

(102,334)
29,494
(5,700)

(21,874)
(366,497)

(364,577)
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Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 214,883
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year 321,627
Cash and cash equivalents at end of year $ 536,510
Supplemental schedule of non-cash investing and financing activities:

Unrealized (depreciation) appreciation of investments $ (24,011
Tax benefit realized on exercise of stock options 8,188
Dividend declared on common shares 8,127
Fair value of treasury shares associated with option exercise 308

Obligation under capital lease
Obligation under outsource agreement
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See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements.
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$

(23,903)
345,530

321,627

31,102
38,278

57,554
13,771

146,898
198,632
$ 345,530

$ 4,920
12,411

13,603
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OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES

NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

(1) Organization

Oxford Health Plans, Inc. ( Oxford orthe Company ) is a regional health care company providing health care coverage primarily in New York,
New Jersey and Connecticut. Oxford was incorporated on September 17, 1984 and began operations in 1986. Oxford owns and operates three
health maintenance organizations ( HMOs ) and two insurance companies and offers health benefits administration and certain other services.

Oxford s HMOs, Oxford Health Plans (NY), Inc. ( Oxford NY ), Oxford Health Plans (NJ), Inc. ( Oxford NJ ), Oxford Health Plans (CT), Inc.
( Oxford CT ), have each been granted a certificate of authority to operate as a health maintenance organization by the appropriate regulatory
agency of the state in which it operates. Oxford Health Insurance, Inc. ( OHI ), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Oxford NY, currently does business
under accident and health insurance licenses granted by the Department of Insurance in the states of New York and Connecticut, the Department
of Banking and Insurance of New Jersey and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The Company s ancillary and specialty benefit plans are
offered primarily through Oxford Benefit Management, Inc. ( OBM ). Investors Guaranty Life Insurance Company ( IGL ) is a California
insurance company licensed to issue individual and group annuity, life and health insurance policies in most states. OBM and IGL are wholly
owned subsidiaries of the Company. In March 2002, the Company acquired MedSpan, Inc. and its subsidiary, MedSpan Health Options, Inc.
(together, MedSpan ), a Connecticut managed healthcare organization. Effective January 2003, the assets and liabilities of MedSpan were
transferred to and assumed by Oxford CT pursuant to an assumption reinsurance agreement.

Oxford maintains a health care network of hospitals, physicians and ancillary health care providers who have entered into formal contracts with
Oxford. These contracts set reimbursement at either fixed levels or pursuant to certain risk-sharing arrangements and require adherence to
Oxford s policies and procedures for quality and cost-effective treatment.

(2) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

(a) Principles of consolidation. The consolidated financial statements are presented in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted
in the United States ( GAAP ) and include the accounts of Oxford Health Plans, Inc. and its subsidiaries. All intercompany balances have been
eliminated in consolidation.

(b) Premium revenue. Membership contracts are generally established on a yearly basis subject to cancellation by the individual, employer group
or Oxford upon 30 days written notice. Premiums, including premiums from both commercial and governmental programs, are due monthly and
are recognized as revenue during the month in which Oxford is obligated to provide services to members, and are net of estimated terminations
of members and groups. The Company receives premium payments from the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services ( CMS ) on a
monthly basis for its Medicare membership. In 2003, premiums received from CMS represented approximately 11.9% of the Company s total
premium revenue earned. Membership and category eligibility are periodically reconciled with CMS and could result in revenue adjustments.
The Company is not aware of any material claims, disputes or settlements relating to revenues it has received from CMS. Premiums receivable
are presented net of valuation allowances for estimated uncollectable amounts and retroactive billing adjustments of approximately $11.9 million
and $13.5 million in 2003 and 2002, respectively. Premium revenues are net of write-off s and other premium adjustments of approximately $6.1
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million, $4.1 million and $7 million in 2003, 2002 and 2001, respectively. A component of unearned revenue represents the portion of premiums
received for which Oxford is not obligated to provide services until a future date.

(c) Health care services cost recognition. The Company contracts with various health care providers for the provision of medical care services to
its members and generally compensates those providers on a fee-for-service basis or pursuant to certain risk-sharing arrangements. Costs of
health care and medical costs payable for health
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OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES

NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)

care services provided to enrollees are estimated by management based on evaluations of providers claims submitted and provisions for incurred
but not reported or paid claims ( IBNR ). The Company estimates the provision for IBNR using standard actuarial loss development
methodologies applied to loss development data summarized on the basis of the month services are rendered and the month claims are paid,
processed or received, and considers other items including, without limitation, historical levels of denied claims, medical cost trends, seasonal
patterns and changes in membership mix. These estimates are reviewed by state regulatory authorities on a periodic basis. The estimates for
submitted claims and IBNR are made on an accrual basis and adjusted in future periods as necessary. Adjustments to prior period estimates, if
any, are included in current period results. Favorable development of prior years estimated medical costs is primarily the result of ongoing
incremental improvements in processes such that the level of completion of claims was, in retrospect, slightly higher than estimated in the prior
periods. Medical costs payable also reflects payments required by or anticipated benefits from rebates, reinsurance, cost sharing arrangements
and public policy initiatives, including the New York Market Stabilization Pools (the Pools ). While the Company has established its liabilities
and recoveries under the Pools based on its interpretations of the regulations, the amounts recorded related to the 1999 through 2003 Pool years
may differ, perhaps materially, from amounts that will ultimately be paid or received from the Pools based on final reconciliations. Management
believes that the Company s reserves for medical costs payable are adequate to satisfy its ultimate unpaid claim liabilities.

Losses, if any, are recognized when it is probable that the expected future health care cost of a group of existing contracts (and the costs

necessary to maintain those contracts) will exceed the anticipated future premiums, investment income and reinsurance recoveries on those
contracts. Groups of contracts are defined as commercial, individual and government contracts consistent with the method of establishing
premium rates. The Company recognizes premium deficiency reserves based upon expected premium revenue, medical expense and
administrative expense levels and remaining contractual obligations using the Company s historical experience. Anticipated investment income is
not included in the determination of premium deficiency reserves since its effect is deemed to be immaterial. The Company evaluates the need

for premium deficiency reserves on a quarterly basis. As of December 31, 2003, there were no premium deficiency reserves required.

The following table shows the components of the change in medical costs payable for the years ended December 31, 2003, 2002 and 2001 (in
millions):

2003 2002 2001
Balances as of January 1, $ 618.6 $ 595.1 $ 6129
Business purchases 25.7
Components of health care services expense:
Estimated costs incurred 4,276.2 3,904.1 3,416.3
Estimate changes (33.8) (55.3) (15.0)
Health care services expense 4,242.4 3,848.8 3,401.3
Payments for health care services related to:
Current year (3,644.0) (3,347.1) (2,911.3)
Prior year (545.5) (503.9) (507.8)

Total paid (4,189.5) (3,851.0) (3,419.1)
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Balances as of December 31, $ 6715 $ 6186 $ 595.1

Balances as of December 31 related to:

Current year $ 6322 $ 5570 $ 505.0

Prior years 39.3 61.6 90.1

Total $ 6715 $ 618.6 $ 5951
D-57
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OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES

NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)

Included in estimate changes are favorable development of prior years estimated medical costs of approximately $33.8 million, $33.3 million
and $8.4 million for 2003, 2002 and 2001, respectively, and estimate changes in New York market stabilization pool reserves and stop loss pool
recoveries of approximately $22 million and $6.6 million for 2002 and 2001, respectively.

(d) Cash equivalents. The Company considers all highly liquid investments with original maturities of three months or less to be cash
equivalents.

(e) Investments. Investments are classified as either available-for-sale or held-to-maturity. Investments that the Company has the intent and
ability to hold to maturity are designated as held-to-maturity and are stated at amortized cost. The Company has determined that all other
investments might be sold prior to maturity to support its investment strategies. Accordingly, these other investments are classified as
available-for-sale and are stated at fair value based on quoted market prices. Unrealized gains and losses on available-for-sale investments are
excluded from earnings and are reported in accumulated other comprehensive income (loss), net of income tax effects where applicable. The
Company recognizes an impairment charge when the decline in the fair value of its investments below the cost basis is judged to be other than
temporary. Realized gains and losses are determined on a specific identification basis and are included in results of operations. Investment
income is accrued when earned and included in investment and other income. The Company requires a credit rating of A or higher on its initial
acquisition of investments and maintains an average rating of AA+ on the overall portfolio.

(f) Property and equipment. Property and equipment are stated at cost less accumulated depreciation and amortization. Depreciation is calculated
using the straight-line method over the estimated useful lives of the related assets, which range from three to five years. Leasehold
improvements are amortized using the straight-line method over the shorter of the lease terms or the estimated useful lives of the assets.

(g) Computer software costs. Internal and external direct and incremental costs of $3.8 million and $3.6 million incurred in developing or
obtaining computer software for internal use were capitalized for the years ended December 31, 2003 and 2002, respectively. These costs are
presented in property and equipment and are being amortized using the straight-line method over their estimated useful lives, generally two
years.

(h) Income taxes. The Company recognizes deferred tax assets and liabilities for the expected future tax consequences of events that have been
included in the financial statements or tax returns. Accordingly, deferred tax assets and liabilities are determined based on the temporary
differences between the financial statement and tax bases of assets and liabilities using enacted tax rates in effect for the year in which the
differences are expected to reverse. The Company provides a valuation reserve against the estimated amounts of deferred taxes that it believes
do not meet the more likely than not recognition criteria.

(i) Goodwill and other intangible assets. Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 141, Business Combinations ( SFAS 141 ) requires
that the purchase accounting method of accounting be used for all business combinations initiated after June 30, 2001, and that certain intangible
assets acquired in a business combination be recognized as assets apart from goodwill. SFAS No. 142, Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets

( SFAS 142 ) requires goodwill and other indefinite-lived assets to be tested for impairment under certain circumstances, but at least annually and
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written down when impaired, rather than being amortized as previous standards required. Furthermore, SFAS 142 requires intangible assets
other than goodwill to be amortized over their useful lives unless these lives are determined to be indefinite. Other intangible assets with finite
lives are carried at cost less accumulated amortization. Amortization is computed over the useful lives of the respective assets, generally four to
five years.

D-58

Table of Contents 406



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)

(j) Impairment of long-lived assets. The Company reviews long-lived assets and certain identifiable intangibles for impairment whenever events
or changes in circumstances indicate the carrying amount of an asset may not be recoverable. Recoverability of assets to be held and used is
measured by a comparison of the carrying amount of an asset to future net cash flows expected to be generated by the asset. If such assets are
considered to be impaired, the impairment to be recognized is measured by the amount by which the carrying amount of the assets exceeds the
fair value of the assets.

(k) Earnings per share. Basic earnings per share is calculated on the weighted-average number of common shares outstanding. Diluted earnings
per share is calculated on the weighted-average number of common shares and common share equivalents resulting from options outstanding.

(1) Stock option plans. At December 31, 2003, the Company has three primary stock-based employee compensation plans, which are described
more fully in Note 8. The Company accounts for these plans under the recognition and measurement principles of Accounting Principles Board

( APB ) Opinion No. 25, Accounting for Stock Issued to Employees , and related Interpretations. No stock-based employee compensation cost is
reflected in net earnings to the extent options granted under these plans had an exercise price equal to the market value of the underlying

common stock on the date of the grant. The Company recorded stock-based compensation expense in net earnings of approximately $0.4

million, $0.3 million and $1.9 million in 2003, 2002 and 2001, respectively, related to the modification of option terms that resulted in new
measurement dates and the grant of options at other than fair market value on the date of the grant. The following table illustrates the effect on

net earnings and earnings per share if the Company had applied the fair value recognition provisions of SFAS No. 123, Accounting for
Stock-Based Compensation , to stock-based employee compensation for the years ended December 31.

2003 2002 2001

(In thousands, except per share amounts)
Net earnings, as reported $ 351,853 $ 221,965 $ 322421
Deduct: Total stock-based employee compensation expense
determined under fair value based method for all awards, net
of related tax effects (10,460) (17,641) (25,892)

Pro forma net earnings $ 341,393 $ 204,324 $ 296,529

Basic earnings per share

As reported $ 426 $ 2.55 $ 3.35
Pro forma $ 414 $ 2.34 $ 3.08
Diluted earnings per share

As reported $ 415 $ 2.45 $ 3.21
Pro forma $ 403 $ 2.25 $ 2.95

(m) Marketing costs. Marketing and other costs associated with the acquisition of plan member contracts are expensed as incurred.
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(n) Use of estimates. The accompanying consolidated financial statements have been prepared in accordance with GAAP. The preparation of
financial statements in conformity with GAAP requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the amounts reported in the
consolidated financial statements and accompanying notes. The more significant estimates include reserves for IBNR, estimated receivables
from or payables to the Pools, litigation defense costs and settlements, reserves for bad debts and retroactivity, the fair value of intangible assets
and the carrying value of investments. Actual results could differ from these and other estimates.

D-59

Table of Contents 408



Edgar Filing: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

Table of Conten

OXFORD HEALTH PLANS, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES

NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)

(0) Business segment information. The Company operates in one principal business segment, offering commercial (large group, small group,
individual and HMO) and Medicare products to a diverse group of customers primarily in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. All products
entitle an insured to obtain services from a specified subset of the Company s provider network. Substantially all of these products are supported
by the same executive management team and share common underwriting and claim functions. The Company does not allocate indirect expenses
to any product lines. Assets are not separately identified by product. Accordingly, the Company does not maintain separate comprehensive profit
and loss accounts for these product lines, other than tracking membership, premium revenue and medical expense. In the opinion of the
Company s management, these product lines possess similar economic characteristics and meet the aggregation criteria described in SFAS No.
131, Disclosure about Segments of an Enterprise and Related Information .

Generally, the Company maintains separate subsidiaries for each state where it conducts business and for which financial information is
accumulated and reported, both internally and externally. However, this structure is necessitated by regulatory requirements and generally not
viewed by management as a means to operate the business. Administrative expenses are not tracked individually by subsidiary, but rather are
subject to an allocation process approved by regulatory authorities.

Membership data (as of December 31) and premium revenue and medical loss ratios (for the years ended December 31), were as follows for the
Company s commercial and Medicare plans:

2003 2002 2001
Membership:
Commercial 1,429,900 1,479,500 1,372,300
Medicare 70,800 70,100 77,800
Premium revenue (in thousands):
Commercial $ 4,706,793 $ 4,265,745 $ 3,653,096
Medicare $ 632,534 $ 585,219 $ 659,295
Medical loss ratio:
Commercial 78.8% 79.1% 78.4%
Medicare 84.0% 81.0% 81.2%

The medical loss ratio, including the effect of prior year medical cost development, if any, for the Company s commercial and Medicare plans, is
defined as the ratio of health care services expense to premium revenue.

(p) Reclassifications. Certain reclassifications have been made to prior period amounts to conform to the current presentation.
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(3) Investments

The following is a summary of marketable securities as of December 31, 2003 and 2002:

Gross Gross
Amortized Unrealized Unrealized Fair
December 31, 2003: Cost Gains Losses Value
(In thousands)
Available-for-sale:
U.S. government obligations $ 507,079 $ 2,922 $ (1,070) $ 508,931
Corporate obligations 388,627 13,272 (2,233) 399,666
Municipal bonds 132,128 2,850 (361) 134,617
Mortgage and asset backed securities 324,524 4,292 (1,495) 327,321
Total investments $ 1,352,358 $ 23,336 $ (5,159) $ 1,370,535
Held-to-maturity:
U.S. government obligations $ 55,026 $ 1,328 $ (359 $ 55995
Municipal bonds 4,712 188 4,900
Total held-to-maturity $ 59,738 $ 1516 $ (359) $ 60,895
Gross Gross
Amortized Unrealized Unrealized Fair
December 31, 2002: Cost Gains Losses Value
(In thousands)
Available-for-sale:
U.S. government obligations $ 374,949 $ 15,193 $ $ 390,142
Corporate obligations 339,341 14,815 (669) 353,487
Municipal bonds 104,969 3,305 (170) 108,104
Mortgage and asset backed securities 241,217 10,234 (520) 250,931
Total investments $ 1,060,476 $ 43,547 $ (1,359) $ 1,102,664
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Held-to-maturity:

U.S. government obligations
Municipal bonds

Cash and short-term investments

Total held-to-maturity

The amortized cost and estimated fair value of marketable debt securities at December 31, 2003, by contractual maturity, are shown below.

: UNITEDHEALTH GROUP INC - Form S-4/A

$ 47642 $ 2,679 $ $ 50321
4,758 153 4,911
4,021 4,021

$ 56421 $ 2,832 $ $ 59,253

Actual maturities may differ from contractual maturities because the issuers of securities may have the right to prepay such obligations without

prepayment penalties.

Due in one year or less

Due after one year through five years
Due after five years through ten years
Due after ten years

Total
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Available-for-Sale

Held-to-Maturity

Amortized Fair Amortized Fair
Cost Value Cost Value
(In thousands)

$ 52,418 $ 52,827 $ 6,450 $ 6,643
505,732 511,546 43,496 44,415
275,079 281,926 8,195 8,163
519,129 524,236 1,597 1,674
$ 1,352,358 $ 1,370,535 $ 59,738 $ 60,895
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Certain information related to marketable securities is as follows:

Proceeds from sale or maturity of available-for-sale securities
Proceeds from maturity of held-to-maturity securities

Total proceeds from sale or maturity of marketable securities

Gross realized gains on sale of available-for-sale securities
Gross realized losses on sale of available-for-sale securities

Net realized gains on sale of marketable securities

Net unrealized (loss) gain on available-for-sale securities included in
comprehensive income
Deferred income tax benefit (expense)

Other comprehensive (loss) income

2003 2002 2001
(In thousands)

$1,318,374 $ 1,380,307 $1,111,138

31,345 6,136 19,673

$ 1,349,719 $ 1,386,443 $1,130,811

$ 32,553 $ 30,947 $ 21,923
(1,704) (4,064) (1,136)

$ 30,849 $ 26,883 $ 20,787

$ (24,011) $ 31,102 $ 4,920
9,513 (13,651) 971)

$  (14,498) $ 17,451 $ 3,949

Net investment income, including net realized gains in 2003, 2002 and 2001 was $85.6 million, $91.4 million and $93.6 million, respectively.
Other income in 2003 and 2002 includes approximately $15.2 million related to the Company s pharmacy benefit agreement. In addition, 2002

results include investment valuation losses of approximately $13.7 million.

(4) Income Taxes

Income tax expense (benefit) consists of:

Year ended December 31, 2003

Federal
State and local
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Current Deferred Total
(In thousands)
$ 132,357 $ 64,372 $ 196,729
23,243 11,664 34,907
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Total

Year ended December 31, 2002
Federal
State and local

Total

Year ended December 31, 2001
Federal
State and local

Total

Cash paid for income taxes was approximately $119.6 million, $197.3 million and $75.9 million during 2003, 2002 and 2001, respectively.
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$ 155,600

$ 155,850
40,464

$196,314

$ 119,076
14,754

$ 133,830

$ 76,036 $ 231,636
$(35,707) $ 120,143

(5,755) 34,709
$(41,462) $ 154,852
$ 30,625 $ 149,701

24,875 39,629
$ 55,500 $ 189,330
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Income tax expense differed from the amounts computed by applying the federal income tax rate of 35% to earnings before income taxes as a

result of the following:

2003 2002 2001
(In thousands)
Income tax expense at statutory tax rate $204,221 $ 131,886 $179,113
State and local income taxes, net of federal income tax benefit 22,690 22,561 31,217
Change in valuation allowance (21,000)
Other, net 4,725 405
Income tax expense $ 231,636 $ 154,852 $ 189,330

The tax effects of temporary differences that give rise to significant portions of the net deferred tax assets at December 31, 2003 and 2002 are as

follows:

Deferred tax assets (liabilities):

Unearned revenue

Trade accounts payable and accrued expenses
Medical costs payable

Property and equipment

Allowance for doubtful accounts

Net operating loss carryforwards
Restructuring related

Unrealized appreciation in value of available for sale investments
Intangible assets

Litigation settlement reserve

Other

Total gross deferred assets
Less valuation allowances

Net deferred tax assets

2003

2002

(In thousands)

$29,810 $ 36,458
8,299 13,727
7,910 8,350
8,413 10,502
6,514 6,836
7,997 6,355
1,283 1,864

(7,637) (17,150)
(3,704) (4,550)
59,016
(939) 2,551
57,946 123,959
(3,134) (3,134)
$54.812 $ 120,825

The remaining valuation allowance at December 31, 2003 of $3.1 million relates primarily to the recognition of certain restructuring related and
property and equipment deferred tax assets. Management believes that the Company will obtain the full benefit of the net deferred tax assets
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recorded at December 31, 2003.

In light of the Company s progress from 1999 through 2001, its estimates of future earnings and the expected timing of the reversal of other net
tax deductible temporary differences, management concluded that a valuation allowance was no longer necessary for its federal and state net
operating loss carryforwards and certain other temporary differences. In addition, in 2001, based on the recognition of realized gains, the
valuation allowance related to capital loss carryforwards was reversed. The income tax expense recorded for the year ended December 31, 2001
included the reversal of $21 million of deferred tax valuation allowances.
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(5) Property and Equipment

Property and equipment, net of accumulated depreciation, is as follows:

As of December 31,
2003 2002
(In thousands)
Land and buildings $ 40 $ 40
Furniture and fixtures 12,221 10,627
Equipment 76,175 65,597
Leasehold improvements 31,587 29,316
Property and equipment, gross 120,023 105,580
Accumulated depreciation and amortization (88,385) (71,135)

Property and equipment, net $ 31,638 $ 34,445

Depreciation and amortization of property and equipment aggregated $17.4 million, $15.6 million and $16.3 million during the years ended
December 31, 2003, 2002 and 2001, respectively.

(6) Debt

Debt consists of the following:

December 31,

2003 2002

(In thousands)
Senior Secured Term Loan, dated April 25, 2003 $ 398,000 $
Senior Secured Term Loan, dated December 31, 2000 126,875
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Total 398,000 126,875
Less current portion (4,000) (30,625)

Long-term debt $ 394,000 $ 96,250

On April 25, 2003, the Company entered into new financing arrangements consisting of a new 6-year $400 million term loan (the New Term
Loan ) and a 5-year $50 million revolving credit facility (the Revolver , together with the New Term Loan, the New Credit Facilities ). Borrowings
under the New Term Loan initially bear interest, subject to periodic resets, at either a base rate ( New Base Rate Borrowings ), or LIBOR plus an
applicable margin based on the Company s credit ratings. Interest on New Base Rate Borrowings is calculated as the higher of (a) the prime rate
or (b) the federal funds effective rate, as defined, plus an applicable margin based on the Company s credit ratings. Commitment fees of 0.5% per
annum are payable on the unused portion of the Revolver. The New Term Loan has mandatory principal payments of 1% of the outstanding
principal per year, payable quarterly, for the first five years with the balance due in the sixth year and provides for voluntary prepayments of
principal without penalty of a minimum amount of $5 million. In order to make restricted payments, as defined, including share repurchases and
dividends, the Company is required to maintain parent company cash and investment balances at a minimum of $75 million plus the next four
quarters scheduled principal payments under the loan. Parent company cash and investments above these minimum requirements are available

for restricted payments, as defined, including share repurchases and shareholder dividends. A portion of the proceeds of the New Term Loan

were used to retire the senior secured term loan outstanding (the Term Loan ). In connection with the New Credit Facilities and repayment of the
former Term Loan, in April 2003, the Company incurred costs, capitalized as part of other noncurrent assets, of approximately $8.6 million and
wrote
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off approximately $3.4 million of unamortized debt costs associated with the former Term Loan as a component of interest and other financing
costs in the second quarter of 2003. The costs related to the New Credit Facilities are being written off ratably to income over periods of 5 to 6
years. Effective December 2, 2003, the Company re-priced its New Term Loan, reducing the applicable margins for both LIBOR and New Base
Rate Borrowings. In connection with the re-pricing, the Company expensed approximately $1.1 million as a component of interest and other
financing costs in the fourth quarter of 2003.

In connection with the New Term Loan and in order to reduce the variability of cash flows with respect to interest payments, the Company
entered into interest rate swap agreements ( Swap Agreements ) during 2003 to manage its exposure to variable rate debt. The Swap Agreements
effectively convert a portion of the Company s variable-rate debt to a fixed rate basis. The Swap Agreements are classified as cash flow hedges
and have terms of up to three years, maturing from May 2004 through May 2006. The Company records the Swap Agreements on its

consolidated balance sheet as an offset to other non-current assets at their then fair value and adjusts the Swap Agreements to current market
value through other comprehensive income. The Company anticipates that the Swap Agreements will continue to be effective, but it will
recognize all or a portion of any unrealized gain or loss related to these contracts directly to income to the extent they are deemed to no longer be
effective.

The notional amount of the Swap Agreements was $250 million and the estimated unrealized gain on the Swap Agreements was approximately
$0.1 million at December 31, 2003. The effective annual interest rate on the New Term Loan, including the effect of the Swap Agreements, is
currently approximately 3.8%.

The Company made cash payments for interest expense on indebtedness and delayed claims of approximately $13.3 million, $10.5 million and
$16.1 million in 2003, 2002 and 2001, respectively.

(7) Share Repurchase Program

The Company s Board of Directors has approved a share repurchase program for up to $1 billion of the Company s outstanding common stock
through December 2004. The program authorizes the Company to purchase shares on the open market and in privately negotiated transactions
from time to time depending on general market conditions. Under this program, during the three years ended December 31, 2001, 2002 and
2003, the Company repurchased 12,961,000 shares, 6,833,700 shares and 4,036,700 shares, respectively, of its common stock at a cost of
approximately $366.1 million, $251.3 million and $139.8 million, respectively. As of December 31, 2003, the Company had repurchased a total
of 23,831,400 shares of its common stock under this program at a total cost of approximately $757.2 million. The Company had remaining share
repurchase authority of approximately $242.8 million at December 31, 2003.

(8) Stock Option Plans
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The Company grants fixed stock options under its 1991 Stock Option Plan, as amended (the 1991 Plan ), to certain directors, employees and
consultants, under its 1997 Independent Contractor Stock Option Plan (the Independent Contractor Plan ) to certain independent contractors who
materially contribute to the long-term success of the Company and under its 2002 Nonemployee Director Stock Option Plan (the 2002 Director
Plan ) to outside directors to purchase common stock at a price not less than 100% of quoted market value at date of grant. Prior to 2002, stock
options were granted to nonemployee directors under a predecessor 1991 Nonemployee Director Plan (the 1991 Director Plan ), which expired
by its terms in 2001 except as to options outstanding. In 2002, the Company obtained Board and shareholder approval of a new 2002 Equity
Incentive Compensation Plan (the 2002 Plan ) pursuant to which the Company can issue stock options, restricted stock, stock appreciation rights
and other forms of equity compensation to certain directors, employees and consultants. To date, the Company has not issued any awards under
the 2002 Plan.
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The 1991 Plan and the 2002 Plan provide for granting of nonqualified stock options and incentive stock options which vest as determined by the
Board of Directors and expire over varying terms, but not more than seven years from date of grant. As stated above, the 2002 Plan also provides
for awards of restricted stock, stock appreciation rights and other equity-based awards. The Independent Contractor Plan provides for granting of
nonqualified stock options that vest as determined by the Company and expire over varying terms, but not more than seven years from the date
of the grant. The 1991 Plan, the 2002 Plan and the Independent Contractor Plan are administered by a compensation committee currently
comprised of three members of the Board of Directors as selected by the Board. The committee determines the individuals to whom awards shall
be granted as well as the terms and conditions of each award, the grant date and the duration of each award. All options are initially granted at
fair market value on the date of grant.

The 2002 Director Plan provides for granting of nonqualified stock options to nonemployee directors of the Company. The plan provides that
each year on the first Friday following the Company s annual meeting of stockholders, each individual elected, re-elected or continuing as a
nonemployee director automatically receives a nonqualified stock option for 10,000 shares of common stock with an exercise price at the fair
market value on that date. The plan further provides that one-fourth of the options granted under the plan vest on each of the date of grant and
the following three anniversaries of the date of grant. The 1991 Director Plan had comparable provisions except that the annual option grant was
for 5,000 shares.

Stock option activity for all fixed option plans, adjusted for all stock splits, is summarized as follows:

Weighted-Average

Shares Exercise Prices
Outstanding at January 1, 2001 10,393,999 $ 16.03
Granted 6,835,575 31.00
Exercised (2,051,109) 14.40
Cancelled (1,716,678) 27.06
Outstanding at December 31, 2001 13,461,787 22.47
Granted 384,000 38.47
Exercised (4,729,771) 13.75
Cancelled (1,722,627) 30.29
Outstanding at December 31, 2002 7,393,389 27.06
Granted 2,473,300 27.53
Exercised (1,536,933) 21.50
Cancelled (452,300) 31.54
Outstanding at December 31, 2003 7,877,456 28.03

Exercisable at December 31, 2003 3,010,981 $ 25.97
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As of December 31, 2003, there were 17,282,559 shares of common stock reserved for issuance under the plans, including 9,405,103 shares
reserved for future grant.
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Information about fixed stock options outstanding at December 31, 2003, is summarized as follows:

Number
Range of Exercise Prices Outstanding
$ 5.01 - $15.00 92,675
15.01 - 20.00 1,000,025
20.01 - 25.00 73,875
25.01 - 30.00 4,530,745
30.01 - 50.00 2,170,136
50.01 - 74.00 10,000

5.01- 74.00 7,877,456

Weighted-

Average

Exercise Price

Weighted-

Average

Remaining

Contractual Life

$ 12.04
16.13
22.85
26.44
37.54
59.38

28.03

Information about fixed stock options exercisable at December 31, 2003, is summarized as follows:

Range of Exercise Prices

$ 5.01-$15.00
15.01 - 20.00
20.01 - 25.00
25.01 - 30.00
30.01 - 50.00
50.01 - 74.00
5.01 - 74.00
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Number

Exercisable

92,675
1,000,025
49,875
926,645
931,761
10,000

3,010,981

3.24 Years
3.87 Years
5.01 Years
5.58 Years
4.45 Years
3.36 Years

5.02 Years

Weighted-

Average

Exercise Price

$ 12.04
16.13
22.13
26.02
37.72
59.38

25.97
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The Company applies APB Opinion No. 25 and related interpretations in accounting for the plans. Accordingly, no compensation cost has been
recognized for its fixed stock option plans other than for modifications of option terms that result in new measurement dates.

The per share weighted-average fair value of stock options granted was $10.82, $19.52 and $15.25 during 2003, 2002 and 2001, respectively,
estimated on the date of grant using the Black-Scholes option-pricing model with the following weighted-average assumptions used for grants:
dividend yield of approximately 1% for 2003, expected volatility of 55.6%, 68.09% and 70.71% during 2003, 2002 and 2001, respectively,
risk-free interest rates of 1.86%, 2.17% and 3.70% in 2003, 2002 and 2001, respectively, and expected lives of four years.
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(9) Comprehensive Income

The following table summarizes comprehensive income adjustments for the three years ended December 31, 2003, 2002 and 2001 (in
thousands):

2003 2002 2001
Investment Securities:
Net unrealized gain on available-for-sale securities $ 6,838 $ 58,290 $ 25,707
Income tax expense on above (2,701) (23,226) 9,514)
Reclassification adjustments for gains recognized in income (30,849) (26,883) (20,787)
Income tax benefit on above 12,214 9,270 8,543

(14,498) 17,451 3,949
Cash Flow Hedges:
Holding gain related to interest rate swaps 136
Income tax expense on above 54)

82

Net (loss) gain recognized in other comprehensive income $ (14,416) $ 17,451 $ 3,949

(10) Leases

Oxford leases office space and equipment under operating leases. Rent expense under operating leases for the years ended December 31, 2003,
2002, and 2001 was approximately $10.9 million, $12.2 million and $11.2 million, respectively. The Company s lease terms range from one to
ten years with certain options to renew. Certain lease agreements provide for escalation of payments based on fluctuations in certain published
cost-of-living indices.

Property held under capital leases is summarized as follows and is included in property and equipment:

2003 2002
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Computer equipment
Other equipment

Gross
Less accumulated amortization

Net capital lease assets
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(In thousands)

$ 13,608 $ 13,608
163 163
13,771 