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TETRA Technologies, Inc.
24955 Interstate 45 North

The Woodlands, Texas 77380

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS

To Be Held May 5, 2009

To our stockholders:

Where and When. We will hold our 2009 Annual Meeting of Stockholders at our corporate headquarters, 24955
Interstate 45 North, The Woodlands, Texas on Tuesday, May 5, 2009, at 11:00 a.m. local time.

Record Date. Only stockholders of record at the close of business on March 9, 2009 will be entitled to notice of and to
vote at the Annual Meeting.

Purpose of the Meeting. We have called the Annual Meeting for the following purposes:

1.To elect nine directors to serve one-year terms ending at the 2010 Annual Meeting of Stockholders, or until their
successors have been duly elected or appointed;

2.To ratify and approve the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm
for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2009; and

3. To transact such other business as may properly come before the Annual Meeting or any adjournments.

You will find more information on our nominees for directors and the other purposes listed above in the attached
proxy statement. You will find more instructions on how to vote starting on page 2 of the proxy statement.

Your vote is important! Please promptly vote your shares by telephone, the internet, or, if the proxy statement was
mailed to you, by marking, signing, dating, and returning the enclosed proxy card as soon as possible, regardless of
whether you plan to attend the Annual Meeting. You may revoke your proxy at any time before it is voted.

I hope you will be able to attend the Annual Meeting.

Bass C. Wallace, Jr.
Corporate Secretary

March 20, 2009
The Woodlands, Texas
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This proxy statement, and the accompanying Notice of the 2009 Annual Meeting of Stockholders
and proxy card are first being made available to our stockholders on or about March 20, 2009.

(i) 
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GENERAL INFORMATION

This proxy statement is furnished in connection with the solicitation of proxies on behalf of the Board of Directors of
TETRA Technologies, Inc., to be voted at our Annual Meeting of Stockholders to be held on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 at
11:00 a.m. local time, and at any adjournment(s) thereof. The purposes of the Annual Meeting are set forth in this
proxy statement and in the accompanying Notice of Annual Meeting of Stockholders.

The complete mailing address of our principal executive offices is 24955 Interstate 45 North, The Woodlands, Texas
77380, and our telephone number is (281) 367-1983.

Attendance at the Annual Meeting is limited to stockholders as of the record date (or their authorized representatives)
with evidence of their share ownership and our guests.

Internet and Electronic Availability of Proxy Materials

As permitted by the rules adopted by the Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”), we are making this proxy
statement and related proxy materials available on the internet under the “notice and access” delivery model. The “notice
and access” model removes the requirement for public companies to automatically send stockholders a printed set of
proxy materials and allows companies instead to deliver to their stockholders a “Notice of Internet Availability of
Proxy Materials” and to provide access to the documents over the internet. Our Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy
Materials (“Notice”) was first mailed to stockholders of record and beneficial owners on or about March 20, 2009.

This proxy statement, the form of proxy and voting instructions are being made available to stockholders on or about
March 20, 2009, at www.proxyvote.com and at www.tetratecproxy.com. You may also request a printed copy of this
proxy statement and the form of proxy by any of the following methods:

•  by telephone at 1-800-579-1639;

•  via the internet at www.proxyvote.com or www.tetratecproxy.com; or

•  by email at sendmaterial@proxyvote.com.

Our Annual Report to Stockholders, including financial statements, for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2008 is
being made available at the same time and by the same methods. The Annual Report to Stockholders is not to be
considered as a part of the proxy solicitation material or as having been incorporated by reference.

In addition, any stockholder may request to receive proxy materials in printed form by mail or electronically by email
on an ongoing basis. Receiving future proxy materials by email will save the cost of printing and mailing documents
to stockholders and will reduce the impact of annual meetings on the environment. A stockholder’s election to receive
proxy materials by email will remain in effect unless the stockholder terminates it.
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General Voting Instructions

Below are instructions on how to vote as well as information on your rights as a stockholder as they relate to voting.
Some of the instructions will differ depending on how your stock is held. It is important to follow the instructions that
apply to your situation.

Stockholder of Record. If your shares are registered directly in your name with our transfer agent, Computershare
Investor Services, you are considered a stockholder of record and the Notice was sent directly to you by us.

If you are a stockholder of record, you may vote in person at the Annual Meeting. Your Notice will be your evidence
of ownership and serve as your authorization to vote in person; we will provide a ballot for you when you arrive at the
meeting. If you requested printed copies of the proxy materials, check the appropriate box on the proxy card and bring
evidence of your share ownership to the meeting. The proxy card and the evidence of your ownership will serve as
your authorization to vote in person.

If you do not wish to vote in person or if you will not be attending the Annual Meeting, you may vote by proxy. You
may vote by internet or telephone by following the instructions in the Notice or, if you requested printed copies of the
proxy materials, you can also vote by delivering your proxy through the mail.

Beneficial Owners. If your shares are held in an account at a brokerage firm, bank, broker-dealer, or other similar
organization, then you are the beneficial owner of shares held in “street name,” and the Notice was forwarded to you by
that organization. The organization holding your account is considered the stockholder of record for purposes of
voting at the Annual Meeting. As a beneficial owner, you have the right to direct that organization on how to vote the
shares held in your account.

If you are a beneficial owner, in order to vote in person at the Annual Meeting, you must obtain a valid proxy from the
organization that holds your shares and bring evidence of your stock ownership from the organization with you to the
meeting.

If you do not wish to vote in person or if you will not be attending the Annual Meeting, you may direct the vote of
your shares by the internet or telephone following the instructions on the Notice delivered to you by the organization
holding your account. Many brokerage firms, banks, broker-dealers, or other similar organizations participate in the
Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc., Online and Telephone Program. This program provides eligible stockholders the
opportunity to vote via the internet or by telephone. Voting forms will provide instructions for beneficial owners if the
organization holding their account participates in the program or other similar programs.

How to Revoke Your Proxy. All valid proxies received prior to the Annual Meeting will be voted in accordance with
the specifications so indicated. You may revoke your proxy and change your vote at any time before the final vote at
the Annual Meeting. A proxy may be revoked by a stockholder of record at any time before it is exercised by
submitting a written revocation or a later-dated proxy to the Corporate Secretary at the mailing address provided
above, by voting again via the internet or telephone, or by attending the Annual Meeting in person and so notifying
the Inspector of Elections. If you are a beneficial owner and wish to change your vote, you must contact the
organization that holds your shares prior to the Annual Meeting to assist you with this process.
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VOTING RULES

Stockholders Entitled to Vote – the Record Date. We fixed the close of business on March 9, 2009 as the record date
for the determination of stockholders entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting and any adjournment(s) thereof. As of the
record date, we had issued and outstanding 75,260,086 shares of common stock and no shares of preferred stock.

Quorum Required. A quorum must be present at the Annual Meeting for us to conduct business at the Annual
Meeting. To establish a quorum, we need the presence, either in person or by proxy, of holders of a majority of the
outstanding shares of our common stock as of the record date. We will count abstentions and broker nonvotes to
determine whether a quorum is present. Broker nonvotes occur when a nominee holding shares for a beneficial owner
does not vote on a particular proposal because the nominee does not have discretionary voting power and the nominee
has not received voting instructions from the beneficial owner.

Number of Votes. You are entitled to one vote per share of our common stock that you own as of the record date on
each matter that is called to vote at the Annual Meeting.

Voting to Elect Directors. When voting to elect directors, you have three options:

•  vote for all of the nominees;

•  vote for one or more of the nominees, but not all; or

•  withhold authority to vote for all of the nominees.

If a quorum is present at the Annual Meeting, the nine persons receiving the greatest number of votes will be elected
to serve as directors. Therefore, any shares that are not voted or whose votes are withheld will not influence the
outcome of the election of directors. You may not cumulate your votes for any one of the nominees.

Voting on Other Matters. When voting on all other matters, you have three options:

•  vote FOR a given proposal;

•  vote AGAINST a given proposal; or

•  ABSTAIN from voting on a given proposal.

Each matter other than the election of directors requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the shares having voting
power on such matter present or represented at the Annual Meeting. For the purpose of determining whether a
proposal other than the election of directors has received a majority vote, abstentions will be included in the vote
totals with the result that an abstention will have the same effect as a vote against the proposal. With respect to the
approval of auditors, brokers who have not received voting instructions from the beneficial owner have the
discretionary authority to vote on this matter. Therefore, broker nonvotes will be included in the vote totals and have
the same effect as a vote against this proposal.

The proxy confers discretionary authority to the persons named in the proxy authorizing those persons to vote, in their
discretion, on any other matters properly presented at the Annual Meeting. Our Board of Directors is not currently
aware of any such other matters.
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Voting of Proxies with Unmarked Votes. All proxies that are properly completed, signed, and returned or submitted
via the internet or by telephone prior to the Annual Meeting will be voted. If you return or submit your proxy with no
votes marked, your shares will be voted as follows:

•  FOR the election of each of the nominees for director; and

•  FOR the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm.

It is possible for a proxy to indicate that some of the shares represented are not being voted as to certain proposals.
This occurs, for example, when a broker is not permitted to vote on a proposal without instructions from the beneficial
owner of the stock. In such a case, the nonvoted shares will be considered in the manner described above.

Who Counts the Votes. Votes will be counted by Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc.

Information About the Solicitation of Proxies. Our Board of Directors is soliciting the proxy accompanying this
statement in connection with the Annual Meeting. In addition to the solicitation of proxies by use of this proxy
statement, our directors, officers and employees may solicit the return of proxies by mail, personal interview,
telephone, or email. Our officers and employees will not receive additional compensation for their solicitation efforts,
but they will be reimbursed for any out-of-pocket expenses incurred. Brokerage houses and other custodians,
nominees, and fiduciaries will be requested, in connection with the stock registered in their names, to forward
solicitation materials to the beneficial owners of such stock.

We will pay all costs of preparing, printing, assembling, and delivering the Notice of the Annual Meeting, the Notice,
this proxy statement, the enclosed form of proxy card and any additional materials, as well as the cost of forwarding
solicitation materials to the beneficial owners of stock and all other costs of solicitation.
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PROPOSALS

PROPOSAL NO. 1: Election of Directors

In accordance with our Amended and Restated Bylaws, our Board of Directors has set the size of our Board of
Directors at nine members. As a result of the resignation of one of our former directors effective upon our 2008
Annual Meeting, we have had a vacancy on our Board of Directors. As further discussed in “Transition of Chief
Executive Officer” below, Geoffrey M. Hertel will resign as President and Chief Executive Officer on the date of the
2009 Annual Meeting, although Mr. Hertel will continue to be employed by us and serve on our Board of Directors.
Stuart M. Brightman will succeed Mr. Hertel as President and Chief Executive Officer and as part of this transition,
Mr. Brightman has been nominated to serve on our Board of Directors, to fill the current vacancy on our board.

The Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee of the Board of Directors has recommended, and the Board of
Directors has nominated and urges you to vote “FOR” the election of the nine persons listed below who have been
nominated to serve one-year terms as directors. Each proxy solicited hereby will be so voted unless you specify
otherwise in the proxy. A plurality vote is required for the election of directors in Proposal 1. Accordingly, if a
quorum is present at the Annual Meeting, the nine persons nominated for election as directors receiving the greatest
numbers of votes will be elected to serve as directors. Proxies cannot be voted for more than nine nominees for
election to the Board of Directors.

The terms of office of each of the eight currently serving directors will expire at the time of the Annual Meeting. Each
of the nine nominees listed below has been recommended by the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee
and nominated by the Board of Directors to serve a one-year term as a director. Each of the nominees has consented to
be named in this proxy statement and to serve as a director, if elected.

It is intended that the proxies solicited hereby will be voted “FOR” the election of such nominees, unless the authority to
do so has been withheld. If, at the time of the Annual Meeting, any of the nominees should be unable or decline to
serve, the discretionary authority provided in the proxy will enable the proxy holder to vote for a substitute nominee
of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors has no reason to believe that any substitute nominee will be
required.
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Nominees for Director

The nominees for election as directors are as follows:

Name Age Position with us Director Since

Stuart M. Brightman 52 Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer(1)

Paul D. Coombs 53 Director 1994
Ralph S. Cunningham 68 Director 1999
Tom H. Delimitros 68 Director 1994

Geoffrey M. Hertel 64 President, Chief Executive Officer, and
Director(1) 1984

Allen T. McInnes 71 Director 1993
Kenneth P. Mitchell 69 Director 1997
William D. Sullivan 52 Director 2007
Kenneth E. White, Jr. 62 Director 2002

(1)As further discussed in “Transition of Chief Executive Officer” below, Mr. Hertel will resign as President and Chief
Executive Officer on the date of our 2009 Annual Meeting, while remaining an employee for a period of time
following that date, and Mr. Brightman will assume the role of President and Chief Executive Officer. Mr.
Brightman will not retain the title of Chief Operating Officer.

Biographical summaries of the nominees for director are set forth below. See “Beneficial Stock Ownership of Certain
Stockholders and Management” below for information regarding the number of shares of our common stock owned by
each nominee.

Stuart M. Brightman has served as our Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer since April 2005. Mr.
Brightman currently serves as a director of Compressco Partners GP Inc. Mr. Brightman served as president of the
Dresser Flow Control division of Dresser, Inc. from April 2002 until April 2004. Dresser Flow Control, which
manufactures and sells valves, actuators, and other equipment and provides related technology and services for the oil
and gas industry, had revenues in excess of $400 million in 2004. From November 1998 to April 2002, Mr. Brightman
was president of the Americas Operation of the Dresser Valve Division of Dresser, Inc. He served in other capacities
during the earlier portion of his career with Dresser, from 1993 to 1998. From 1982 to 1993, Mr. Brightman served in
several financial and operational positions with Cameron Iron Works and its successor, Cooper Oil Tools. Mr.
Brightman received his B.S. degree from the University of Pennsylvania and his M.B.A. degree from the Wharton
School of Business. As further described in “Transition of Chief Executive Officer” below, Mr. Brightman will be
appointed President and Chief Executive Officer on the date of our 2009 Annual Meeting.

Paul D. Coombs has served as a member of our Board of Directors since June 1994. Mr. Coombs currently serves on
our Reserves Committee. From April 2005 until his retirement in June 2007, Mr. Coombs served as our Executive
Vice President of Strategic Initiatives, and from May 2001 to April 2005, as our Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer. He served as Senior Vice President – Oil & Gas from 1987 to 1994, and as General Manager – Oil &
Gas from 1985 to 1987. Mr. Coombs has served in numerous other positions with us since 1982.

Ralph S. Cunningham, Ph.D., has served as a member of our Board of Directors since 1999, and as Chairman of our
Board of Directors since December 2006. Dr. Cunningham currently serves on our Audit Committee and our
Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee. Dr. Cunningham is presently a director and president and chief
executive officer of EPE Holdings, LLC, the general partner of Enterprise GP Holdings L.P., a publicly traded
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partnership subject to the reporting requirements of the Exchange Act. He also serves as a director of Enterprise
Products GP, LLC, and as a director of DEP Holdings, LLC. Dr. Cunningham is a director of Agrium, Incorporated, a
Canadian publicly traded company involved in the agricultural chemicals business, and a director of EnCana
Corporation, a Canadian publicly traded independent oil and gas company. Dr. Cunningham served as a director of
Enterprise Products GP from 1998 until March 2005 and served as chairman and a director of TEPPCO GP from
March 2005 until November 2005. He retired in 1997 from CITGO Petroleum Corporation, where he had served as
president and chief executive officer since 1995. Dr. Cunningham served as vice chairman of Huntsman Corporation
from April 1994 to April 1995; and from August 1990 to April 1994, he served as president of Texaco Chemical
Company. Prior to joining Texaco Chemical Company, Dr. Cunningham held various executive positions with Clark
Oil & Refining and Tenneco Inc. He began his career in Exxon’s refinery operations. Dr. Cunningham received his
B.S. degree in Chemical Engineering from Auburn University and his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Chemical
Engineering from Ohio State University.

Tom H. Delimitros has served as a member of our Board of Directors since 1994. Mr. Delimitros is Chairman of our
Audit Committee and also serves on our Management and Compensation Committee and our Reserves Committee. He
is a founding general partner of AMT Venture Funds, a private limited partnership formed in 1991 that provides
equity and debt capital to emerging growth companies involved in advanced material technologies and the energy
sector. Mr. Delimitros is also a director and is chairman of the audit committee of the board of directors of Plains
Exploration & Production Company, a publicly held energy company that is subject to the reporting requirements of
the Exchange Act. Mr. Delimitros received his B.S. and M.S. degrees from the University of Washington in Seattle
and his M.B.A. degree from Harvard Business School.

Geoffrey M. Hertel has served as our President since May 2000, as our Chief Executive Officer since May 2001, and
as a member of our Board of Directors since 1984. From January 2000 to May 2001 he also served as our Chief
Operating Officer. From January 1994 to 2000, Mr. Hertel served as our Executive Vice President – Finance and
Administration. He joined us in March 1993 as Senior Vice President – Finance and Administration. From 1981 to
1984 Mr. Hertel was associated with us as a nonvoting director and a special consultant to the board. Mr. Hertel has
served as chairman of the board of directors of Compressco Partners GP Inc. since October, 2008. He has served as
president and a director of Fairway Petroleum, Inc., a private oil and gas company, since 1980. From 1972 to 1984,
Mr. Hertel held various positions with Rotan Mosle, Inc., an investment banking firm, including senior vice president –
corporate finance. Mr. Hertel received his B.A. and M.B.A. degrees from Michigan State University. As further
described in “Transition of Chief Executive Officer” below, Mr. Hertel will resign as President and Chief Executive
Officer on the date of our 2009 Annual Meeting, although he will continue to be employed by us after such date.

Allen T. McInnes, Ph.D., has served as a member of our Board of Directors since 1993. He served as our President
and Chief Executive Officer from April 1996 to January 2000. Dr. McInnes currently serves on our Audit Committee
and our Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee. He has served as dean of the business school of Texas
Tech University since September 2001. He has served as chairman of the board of TGC Industries, which is involved
in the geophysical business, since July 1993. Dr. McInnes has been a director of Chase Packaging Corporation since
1993. Dr. McInnes is a former executive vice president and director of Tenneco Inc., where at various times he had
overall corporate-level responsibility for chemicals, minerals, packaging, international development, and real estate
operations. Dr. McInnes received his B.B.A., M.B.A., and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Texas and he
completed the Advanced Management Program at Harvard Business School in 1973.
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Kenneth P. Mitchell has served as a member of our Board of Directors since 1997. Mr. Mitchell is Chairman of our
Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee and also serves on our Management and Compensation
Committee. He is presently lead director and chairman of the executive committee of Balchem Corporation, a public
company that is subject to the reporting requirements of the Exchange Act, that manufactures microencapsulated
products and is a specialty repackager of industrial gases. Mr. Mitchell served as president and chief executive officer
of Oakite Products, Inc., a specialty chemicals company, from 1986 until his retirement in 1993. From 1964 to 1986,
he held a number of executive positions with Diamond Shamrock Corporation, all of which were related to various
commodity and specialty chemicals businesses. Mr. Mitchell received his B.S. degree in Marketing and Finance from
Ohio State University, and he completed the Senior Executive Program at M.I.T. in 1979.

William D. Sullivan has served as a member of our Board of Directors since August 2007. Mr. Sullivan currently
serves on our Management and Compensation Committee, and our Reserves Committee. Mr. Sullivan currently serves
as a director of Compressco Partners GP Inc. Mr. Sullivan is a director and serves on the nominating and corporate
governance and compensation committees of St. Mary Land & Exploration Company, a publicly traded exploration
and production company. Mr. Sullivan is also a director, serves on the compensation and audit committees, and is
chairman of the nominating, governance & conflicts committee of Legacy Reserves GP, LLC, the general partner of
Legacy Reserves, LP, a publicly traded limited partnership holding oil and gas producing assets, primarily in the
Permian Basin. Mr. Sullivan is a director and serves on the conflicts and audit committees of Targa Resources GP,
LLC, the general partner of Targa Resources LP, a publicly traded limited partnership focused on mid-stream gas
gathering, processing, liquids fractionation, and transportation business. From 1981 through August 2003, Mr.
Sullivan was employed in various capacities by Anadarko Petroleum Corporation, most recently as executive vice
president, exploration and production. From August 2003 through June 2005, Mr. Sullivan was not in, and since
August 2005 Mr. Sullivan has not entered into, an employment relationship with any employer. From June 2005
through August 2005, Mr. Sullivan served as president and chief executive officer of Leor Energy LP. Mr. Sullivan
received his B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Texas A&M University.

Kenneth E. White, Jr. has served as a member of our Board of Directors since 2002. Mr. White is Chairman of our
Management and Compensation Committee, Chairman of our Reserves Committee, and also serves on our Audit
Committee. He served as president and chief operating officer and a director of Torch Energy Advisors, a private
company that owns and operates oil and gas projects on behalf of its investors, until his retirement in January 2001.
Prior to his initial employment with Torch in 1989, Mr. White served as executive vice president and general manager
of Gruy Engineering, a petroleum consulting firm affiliated with Torch. From 1982 to 1989, Mr. White served in
several positions related to Gulf Coast reservoir management and engineering with Tenneco Oil. He received his B.S.
degree in Mechanical Engineering from Louisiana State University.

The Board of Directors recommends that you vote “FOR” the election of each of the above named nominees.

8 

Edgar Filing: TETRA TECHNOLOGIES INC - Form DEF 14A

16



PROPOSAL NO. 2: Appointment of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm

Proposal 2 requests stockholder approval of the Board of Directors’ appointment of the firm of Ernst & Young LLP as
our independent registered public accounting firm for the year ending December 31, 2009. Representatives of Ernst &
Young LLP are expected to be present at the Annual Meeting and will have an opportunity to make a statement if they
desire and to respond to appropriate questions from those attending that meeting. Ernst & Young LLP have served as
our independent auditors since 1981.

Our organizational documents do not require our stockholders to ratify the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as the
Company’s independent registered public accounting firm. We are doing so, as we have done in prior years, because
we believe it is a matter of good corporate practice. If our stockholders do not ratify the appointment, the Audit
Committee may reconsider its selection of the firm as our independent registered public accounting firm for the year
ending December 31, 2009, but the Audit Committee may also elect to retain the firm.

The Board of Directors recommends that you vote “FOR” ratification and approval of the appointment of Ernst &
Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm for the 2009 fiscal year, and proxies returned will be
so voted unless contrary instructions are indicated thereon.

9 

Edgar Filing: TETRA TECHNOLOGIES INC - Form DEF 14A

17



INFORMATION ABOUT US

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

The Board of Directors has adopted Corporate Governance Guidelines that give effect to the NYSE corporate
governance listing requirements and various other corporate governance matters. The Board of Directors believes the
Corporate Governance Guidelines assist in ensuring that the Board of Directors is independent from management, that
the Board of Directors adequately performs its function as the overseer of management, and that the interests of
management and the Board of Directors align with the interests of our stockholders.

The Corporate Governance Guidelines, as well as the charters of the Audit Committee, Management and
Compensation Committee, Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee, and the R
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